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VERIFIED COMPLAINT

Plaintiff,
V.

)

)

)

)

)

3

THE NORTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE, )
SOUTHEASTERN JURISDICTION, OF THE )
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, INC.; )
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE NORTH )
CAROLINA CONFERENCE, SOUTHEASTERN )
JURISDICTION, OF THE UNITED METHODIST )
CHURCH, INC. )
CONNIE SHELTON, TARA C. LAIN, )
DEBORAH BLACK, MIKE PRIDDY, )
REBECCA W. BLACKMORE, EARL HARDY, )
M. FRANCIS DANIEL, BECCA DETTERMAN, )
SUE W. HAUSER, HEATHER REAVES, )
ISMAEL RULZ-MILLAN, DENA M. WHITE, )
JON STROTHER, KENNETH LOCKLEAR, )
DAVID BLACKMAN, MICHAEL D. FRESE )
)

)

Defendants.

Plaintiff, Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church of Wilmington, (“Plaintiff” or “Fifth

Avenue”) complaining of the Defendants avers:
PARTIES

1. Plaintiff is a North Carolina non-profit corporation with its principal place of
business at 409 South Fifth Street, Wilmington, North Carolina 28401.

2. Defendant North Carolina Conference, Southeastern Jurisdiction, of the United
Methodist Church (the “Conference”) is a North Carolina non-profit corporation with its

principal place of business located at 700 Waterfield Ridge Place Garner, North Carolina 27529,
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3. Defendant Board of Trustees of the North Carolina Conference, Southeastern
Jurisdiction, of the United Methodist Church (the “Board”) is a North Carolina non-profit
corporation that has the authority to settle litigation and convey, buy, sell and release property
and assets on behalf of the Conference.

4, Defendant Connie Shelton, is the Bishop of the North Carolina Conference of the
United Methodist Church and presides over the Defendant Conference and has a place of
business at 700 Waterfield Ridge Place Garner, North Carolina 27529.

5. Upon information and belief, Defendant Tara C. Lain is the District
Superintendent for the Harbor District of the Conference and is a citizen and resident of North
Carolina.

6. Upon information and belief, Defendant Deborah Black is a member of the Board
of Church Location and Building for the Conference and is a citizen and resident of North
Carolina.

7. Upon information and belief, Defendant Mike Priddy is a member of the Board of
Church Location and Building for the Conference and is a citizen and resident of New Hanover
County.

8. Upon information and belief, Defendant Rebecca Blackman is a member of the
Board of Church Location and Building for the Conference and is a citizen and resident of New
Hanover County.

9. Upon information and belief, Defendant Earl Hardy, is a member of the Board of
Church Location and Building for the Conference and is a citizen and resident of New Hanover

County.



10.  Upon information and belief, Defendant M. Francis Daniel is a member of the
Board of Church Location and Building for the Conference and is a citizen and resident of New
Hanover County.

11.  Upon information and belief, Defendant Becca Detterman is a member of the
Board of Church Location and Building for the Conference and is a citizen and resident of New
Hanover County.

12. Upon information and belief, Defendant Sue W. Hauser is a member of the Board
of Church Location and Building for the Conference and is a citizen and resident of New
Hanover County.

13.  Upon information and belief, Defendant Heather Reaves is a member of the
Board of Church Location and Building for the Conference and is a citizen and resident of New
Hanover County.

14.  Upon information and belief, Defendant Ismael Ruiz-Millan is the District
Superintendent of the Heritage District of the Conference and has a place of business at 700
Waterfield Ridge Place Garner, North Carolina 27529.

15.  Upon information and belief, Defendant Dena M. White is the District
Superintendent of the Fairway District of the Conference and has a place of business at 700
Waterfield Ridge Place Garner, North Carolina 27529,

16.  Upon information and belief, Defendant Jon Strother is the District
Superintendent of the Sound District of the Conference and has a place of business at 700

Waterfield Ridge Place Garner, North Carolina 27529.



17.  Upon information and belief, Defendant Kenneth Locklear is the District
Superintendent of the Gateway District of the Conference and has a place of business at 700
Waterfield Ridge Place Garner, North Carolina 27529.

18.  Upon information and belief, Defendant David Blackman is the District
Superintendent of the Beacon District of the Conference and has a place of business at 700
Waterficld Ridge Place Garner, North Carolina 27529.

19.  Upon information and belief, Defendant Michael D. Frese is the District
Superintendent of the Corridor District of the Conference and has a place of business at 700
Waterfield Ridge Place Garner, North Carolina 27529.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

20.  The Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendants pursuant to G.S. § 1-75.4(1),
because they are residents of the State of North Carolina and/or are organized under the laws of
North Carolina.

21.  Venue is proper in this Court pursuant to G.S. § 1-76, and § 1-82.

FACTS
Fifth Avenue

22.  Plaintiff is a historic church located in downtown Wilmington, North Carolina a
few blocks from the Cape Fear River, and the waterfront district.

23.  Plaintiff was incorporated as a non-profit under North Carolina law in 2006, but
its roots reach back 176 years when it was first organized for worship in 1847.

24.  Plaintiff owns certain parcels of real property in downtown Wilmington, North
Carolina which include a historic church sanctuary, a fellowship hall, parking lots and

undeveloped green space.



25.  Upon information and belief Plaintiff’s current church building was constructed in
1889 and its fellowship hall was built in 1921,

26.  Plaintiff’s congregation has worked tirelessly through the years to maintain and
preserve its unique historic home, while also providing worship and ministry to its members,
along with outreach to its neighbors and the community in Wilmington.

27.  Plaintiff has been affiliated with the United Methodist Church since 1968.

28. At the time of its affiliation with the UMC, none of the deeds to Plaintiff’s real
property contained any references to the UMC.

29. At the time Plaintiff joined the UMC, it was its understanding that as a local
church it could leave the UMC without having its property taken and its church closed without
TeCourse.

30. By virtue of its location in the historic district of Wilmington, just blocks from the
scenic Cape Fear River, Plaintiff’s real property has an assessed tax value in excess of
$2,000,000.00, and a market value well in excess of that.

31.  Plaintiff currently has approximately average weekly attendance of at least 20
members at its church services.

32.  Plaintiff is a viable local church and has continually maintained good standing
with the Conference.

The United Methodist Church

33.  Upon information and belief, the United Methodist Church (“UMC”) is a

worldwide, evangelical church denomination formed in 1968.

34.  The UMC does not own any of Plaintiff’s property.



35.  The UMC acts through units organized as hierarchical conferences. The highest-
level conference, the General Conference, is a global assembly which meets regularly every four
years. Annual Conferences, such as the North Carolina Annual Conference, are administrative
subdivisions of the UMC, presided over by a bishop and cabinet, and meet annually. Annual
Conferences are split into districts, each run by a district superintendent who administers and
supervises member local churches within that district.

36.  Plaintiff is a local church affiliated with the UMC through their annual
conference, the Defendant Conference.

37.  Defendant Tara Lain is the District Superintendent for Plaintiff’s district within
the Conference.

The UMC Book of Discipline: The Connectional Contract

38.  The UMC Book of Discipline (“BOD”) is the constitution and governing
document of the UMC.

39.  The UMC is a connectional denomination.

40.  The BOD is the connectional covenant to which all persons or entities within the
UMC agree to be bound. Defendants are subject to the terms of this connectional covenant.

41.  The BOD, therefore, constitutes the terms of the shared contract entered into by
all individuals and entities associated with the UMC. Defendants are subject to the terms of this
shared contract.

42.  The General Conference is the only body within the UMC with the authority to
pass legislation binding the entire UMC. No other body within the UMC has the law-making
authority, and no entity, body, or person other than the General Conference can either amend the

BOD or negate any portion of the BOD,



43.  All UMC sub-divisions, clergy, agents, lay members, and local churches covenant
to abide by the will of the body as determined by the General Conference. All Defendants herein

are bound by this covenant.

The BOD and Disaffiliation: §2553

44.  The UMC General Conference met by special session in 2019 and enacted 72553

of the BOD, creating a process for local churches to disaffiliate from the UMC.

45.  The purpose of enacting 2553 was to avoid the types of harmful litigation over
church property that has ensnared other Christian denominations as ideological splits have

occurred within those churches.

46.  Asto the property of local churches that have elected to disaffiliate pursuant to

92553, the Book of Discipline provides that:

A disaffiliating local church shall have the right to retain its real
and personal, tangible and intangible property. All transfers of

property shall be made prior to disaffiliation. All costs for transfer
of title or other legal work shall be borne by the disaffiliating local
church. (2553 4.c) (emphasis added).

47. 92553 sets out a specific procedure and a set of neutral rules, not based on any
religious questions or requiring the interpretation of any religious doctrines, whereby a local
church may disaffiliate from the UMC and retain its property free of any claim of trust in favor
of the UMC.

48. 92553 sets out certain financial commitments from a local church in order to
disaffiliate, as set forth in 2553.4(b) (apportionments) & §2553.4(d) (pension liabilities).

49. 92553 expires and UMC member churches may no longer avail themselves of that
disaffiliation process if it is not completed by December 31, 2023. Specifically, 2553 overtly

states that upon its expiration, its provisions “shall not be used after that date.” Moreover, the



United Methodist Church website specifically states that when General Conference 2024 meets,
§2553 will not exist and therefore, it is not possible to “extend” a provision that does not exist.
Further, there is no legislation presently before the General Conference to create a new or similar
92553.

50.  The disaffiliation process commences with a local church, acting through its
governing body, requesting the district superintendent to call a church conference of the
membership of the local church for the purpose of voting on whether the local church wishes to
disaffiliate from the UMC. This church conference is presided over by the district superintendent
or an elder designated by the district superintendent.

S1. With respect to this local church conference, Y2553 states it “shall be conducted in

accordance with Y248” of the BOD and “shall be held within one hundred twenty (120) days
after the district superintendent calls for the church conference” (emphasis added).

52. Y248 makes it clear that there are two ways in which a church conference can be
called by the district superintendent. One is at his/her own discretion. The other is when he/she
is requested to do so by the pastor, the church governing body, or 10 percent of the professing
membership of the local church. In the Iatter cases, the district superintendent’s duty is purely
ministerial and is not subject to his/her discretion.

53.  Therefore, under 9248, if a local church has requested a church conference, the
district superintendent has no discretion to refuse to call one.

54, Atthelocal church conference called by the district superintendent, a vote is to be
taken as to whether the local church wishes to disaffiliate from the UMC. If two-thirds of the
members of the local church present and voting at the duly called church conference vote in

favor of disaffiliation, then the local church is directed to execute the disaffiliation agreement



prepared by the Conference, and then shall be presented to the annual conference for simple
majority vote ratification by the annual conference members during a regular or specially called
session of the annual conference.

55.  Under Y2553, district superintendents have the limited and ministerial role of
calling a local church conference to consider disaffiliation when a local church council has
requested one, and of presiding over the local church conference or designating another presiding
officer.

56.  Under Y2553, the board of trustees of an annual conference also has a limited role
in the disaffiliation process. The role of a conference board of trustees under 92553 is to enter
into a “binding Disaffiliation Agreement,” which is to contain standard terms specified in 2553
(all of which are financial or other non-religious matters), to which a conference board of
trustees may add “‘additional standard terms that are not inconsistent” with the standard terms
specified in 2553.

57.  No provision of 42553 gives the Defendant Trustees the authority to pause, stop,
impede, interfere with or delay the disaffiliation process once that process has been requested by
a local church pursuant to §2553.

58.  No provision of 2553 gives the Defendant Conference the authority to pause,
stop, impede, interfere with or delay the disaffiliation process once that process has been
requested by a local church pursuant to §2553.

59.  No provision of 2553 gives Defendant Bishop the authority to pause, stop,
impede, interfere with or delay the disaffiliation process once that process has been requested by

a local church pursuant to §2553.



60.  No provision of 92553 gives any individual Defendant the authority to pause,
stop, impede, interfere with or delay the disaffiliation process once that process has been
requested by a local church pursuant to §2553.

61.  Asof December 31, 2022, 249 local churches within the Conference were
approved for disaffiliation pursuant to 42553 and have disaffiliated. At the recent Annual
Conference, in June 2023, the Conference approved the disaffiliation of 59 additional local
churches, Plaintiff would have been the 60™ had it been permitted to have a Church Conference
vote.

Plaintiff’s Efforts to Disaffiliate From the UMC

62.  Beginning in the Fall of 2022, Plaintiff’s members began exploring the possibility
of leaving the United Methodist Church through the disaffiliation process outlined in 92553 of
the BOD.

63.  In October 2022, a pastor of another Methodist Church came to speak to
Plaintiff’s membership regarding the Global Methodist Church as an alternative for churches that
chose to leave the UMC, which was made known to the Conference shortly thereafter.

64.  In November 2022, Defendant Tara Lain, the District Superintendent for
Plaintiff’s district in the Defendant Conference came to speak to Plaintiff’s membership
regarding the disaffiliation process and stressed the Conference’s desire for local churches to
remain in the UMC.

65.  Thus, as of the Fall of 2022, Defendants were aware that Plaintiff was exploring
the disaffiliation process, by which Plaintiff could leave the UMC and take its property with it.

66.  On January 18, 2023, Plaintiff submitted a disaffiliation inquiry online via the

Conference’s disaffiliation portal.
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67. On February 1, 2023, Plaintiff’s Church Council met and voted 8-2 in favor of
moving forward with the disaffiliation process in accordance 2553 of the BOD.

68. Following Plaintiff’s Church Council vote, its Pastor, Phil Streuter, submitted all
the necessary information to the Conference to proceed with the disaffiliation process and to
conduct a Church Conference vote, and called upon Defendant Tara Lain, the District
Superintendent, to hold a Charge Conference for Plaintiff to conduct a vote on disaffiliation.

69.  As part of the required submissions to the Conference, Plaintiff had to identify its
assets, in particular it had to provide copies of deeds for all parcels of real property it owned,
along with their value.

70. On February 27, 2023, the Conference confirmed to Plaintiff and its Pastor that it.
had in fact received all information and material necessary for Plaintiff to take the next step in
the disaffiliation process and conduct a Church Conference vote.

71. By the end of February, 2023, the Defendants knew that Plaintiff had requested a
Church Conference vote on disaffiliation, and they also knew all of Plaintiff’s assets, including
the value of its real property in downtown Wilmington.

72.  Also, by the end of February, 2023, Plaintiff and its members had requested that
Defendants schedule and conduct a vote on disaffiliation at the church, and had submitted all the
necessary paperwork and information to move forward in the disaffiliation process.

73. OnMarch 19, 2023, Pastor Streuter informed Plaintiff’s congregation that the
Defendant Tara Lain, its District Superintendent would hold an “informational meeting”
regarding disaffiliation at Plaintiff’s church on March 26, 2023.

74.  Plaintiff’s church bulletin circulated prior to its Sunday March 26, 2023, service

noted among the announcements that there would be a, ““Disaffiliation’ informational meeting



for Professing Members only this Sunday evening @ 6 pm, presented by Tara Lain, District
Superintendent.”

75.  Plaintiff and its members were led to believe that the “informational meeting”
called by Defendant Tara Lain and the Conference related to Plaintiff’s request to disaffiliate
from the UMC.

76.  On March 21, 2023, Plaintiff, through counsel, wrote to Defendant Tara Lain, the
District Superintendent and for a second time specifically requested that she schedule a Church
Conference vote on disaffiliation in accordance with 2553 of the BOD prior to March 31, 2023.

Defendants’ Forced Closure of Plaintiff’s Property

77.  Unbeknownst to Plaintiff, on Friday afternoon, March 24, 2023, Defendants
recorded an Affidavit of Declaration of Ownership (“Affidavit of Ownership”) in Book 6629,
Page 1196, of the New Hanover County Registry, in the chain of title on all Plaintiff’s parcels of
real property. The Affidavit of Ownership included a Resolution For Closure of Fifth Avenue
United Methodist Church (“Resolution”) also dated March 24, 2023. A copy of the Affidavit of
Ownership including the Resolution is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.

78.  Allindividual Defendants signed the Resolution and agreed to close Plaintiff’s
church and take its property without recourse or notice to Plaintiff all for the benefit of the
Defendants.

79.  On March 26, 2023, Defendant Bishop and Defendant Tara Lain District
Superintendent artived at Plaintiff’s church for the “informational meeting” and announced that
they had closed Plaintiff’s church effective Friday March 24, 2023, two days prior to the

“informational meeting.”
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80.  Plaintiff’s members expressed their objections, shock, and disbelief at
Defendants’ forced closure of Plaintiff’s church.

81.  Inresponse to Plaintiff’s objections, the next morning, on March 27, 2023,
Defendants changed the locks on Plaintiff’s church sanctuary and fellowship hall, excluding
Plaintiff’s members from church property and conducting church activities.

82.  Defendants gave Plaintiff no warning that it would force Plaintiff’s church to
close.

83.  Defendants never attempted to address their alleged grounds for closure with
Plaintiff or its membership before the forced closure.

84.  The Defendants’ principal justification for closing Plaintif’s church was
contained in the Resolution which claimed:

a. A*recent” decline in membership and missional activity of the Church which
has 205 members and average weekly attendance of approximately 20
members; and

b. Plaintiff’s congregation initiated a procedure seeking for the Church to
disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church.

85.  The Conference’s own published data regarding Fifth Avenue’s average worship
attendance shows that since 2017 Plaintiff’s weekly attendance has fluctuated from 33 to
“approximately 20.”

86.  The only recent change in Plaintiff’s relationship with the UMC or the
Conference was its formal requests for a Church Conference vote on disaffiliation.

87.  Plaintiff has more than sufficient funds available to pay its operating expenses,

and the approximate $34,000.00 fee required to be paid to the Conference for disaffiliation.
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88.  Atthe time of its forced closure, Plaintiff was paying its bills, including its UMC-
appointed pastor.

89.  Anoverwhelming majority of plaintiff’s membership favors disaffiliation, and if a
Church Conference vote had been conducted, two-thirds of the members of Plaintiff’s
congregation present and voting at the duly called church conference vote would have in fact
voted for disaffiliation.

90.  There are many other local UMC churches that have average weekly attendance
significantly lower than Plaintiff, that have remained open.

91.  Upon information and belief, according to the UMC’s data published in 2020,
Plaintiff’s average worship attendance of 20 members weekly was higher than 235 of the 785
churches in the North Carolina Conference of the UMC.

92.  Defendants wrongfully and deliberately prevented Plaintiff from exercising its
contractual right to have a Church Conference vote on disaffiliation and completing the
disaffiliation process.

93. On June 15-17, 2023, Defendants conducted their Annual Conference in
Greenville, North Carolina at which Defendants advocated for the forced closure of Plaintiff’s
church.

94.  Based upon the Defendants’ advocacy the delegates at the Annual Conference
voted to affirm the forced closure of Plaintiff’s church on June 16, 2023,

95. At the recent Annual Conference, the Conference approved the disaffiliation of 59
other local churches. Plaintiff would have been the 60th local church to disaffiliate this year, but

instead Plaintiff was deprived of its right to have a vote on disaffiliation and absent Court



.intervention, the opportunity will be completely lost along with Plaintiff’s property when 42553
sunsets at the end of 2023.

96.  The Bishop has scheduled a special Annual Conference on October 7, 2023, to
consider those remaining local churches who have voted to disaffiliate pursuant to §2553. This
special annual conference is the final opportunity for local UMC churches desiring to disaffiliate
pursuant to 92553 to disaffiliate from the UMC. If a local church is not up for a vote on
disaffiliation at the special Annual Conference in October, then they will be unable to disaffiliate.

97.  Plaintiff’s forced closure and Defendants’ seizure of Plaintiff’s property due to its
disaffiliation inquiry was unprecedented.

98.  Defendants’ conduct demonstrates a substantial change, or attempted change, in
local churches’ freedom to disaffiliate, the disaffiliation procedure, and in their relationship with
Defendants and the UMC.

99. At the time Plaintiff affiliated with the UMC and continuing throughout their
affiliation, it never intended for its church property to be encumbered by an irrevocable trust that
permitted Defendants to be able to take its property without recourse.

100.  Plaintiff who is the settlor of the alleged denominational trust, intended to affiliate
with the UMC and to use its property in accordance with its affiliation so long as the affiliation
was consistent with its basic understanding that would be free to conduct its mission without its
property being seized without recourse and repurposed for the Defendants’ benefit. It was
Plaintiff’s intent and understanding that the terms of any trust created by the BOD would allow
Plaintiff to disaffiliate and retain its property in the event that Plaintiff and its congregation chose

to leave the UMC.
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101.  Plaintiff also intended that it would be the trustee of any trust in which it placed
its church property and as such would be able to exercise all authority and powers vested in it as
trustee under North Carolina law. To the extent any term of the BOD allegedly empowers the
UMC or Defendants to interfere in the exercise of those powers, that term was affected by a
mistake of fact or law and is unlawful.

102.  The forced closure of Plaintiff’s church and seizure of its property without
recourse to be repurposed for Defendants to the exclusion of Plaintiff’s membership was an
objectively material departure from Plaintiff’s understanding at the time they affiliated with the
UMC and any denominal trust was created.

103. Defendants rely upon certain provisions of the BOD that when local churches
affiliate with the UMC, their property is held in trust for the benefit of the entire denomination,
and that they may not leave and take their property absent permission from their Conference.
These provisions are referred to as trust clauses.

COUNT 1
(Breach of Contract)

104.  The allegations of Paragraphs 1 through 103 of this Complaint are hereby
realleged and incorporated herein by reference.

105.  The BOD is a contract entered into by units of the UMC, including Plaintiff and
Defendants, and by their actions and their oaths of ministry or membership all parties have
agreed to be bound by the provisions thereof as alleged hereinabove.

106.  Under North Carolina law, every contract imposes upon each party a duty of good

faith and fair dealing in its performance and enforcement. This implied duty requires both parties
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to a contract to perform their promises and provide such cooperation as is required for the other
party’s performance.

107.  Defendants have breached the contract, specifically the provisions of 92553, the
process Defendants themselves established for disaffiliation, and the implied duty of good faith
and fair dealing by preventing Plaintiff from having a Church Conference vote on disaffiliation
after the vote had been requested.

108.  Plaintiff has suffered the loss of its right to a vote for disaffiliation under the
contract as a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ breach of the contract.

109.  Plaintiff does not have an adequate remedy at law for Defendants’ breach. Should
Defendants be allowed to proceed with the closure, Plaintiff would be deprived of a right to a
vote on a potential disaffiliation and to take their property with them upon disaffiliation from the
UMC.

110.  Plaintiff seeks specific performance of Defendants’ obligations under 92553 of the
BOD including a Church Conference vote on disaffiliation, and the opportunity to disaffiliate
without hindrance or interference from the Defendants.

COUNT It
(Promissory Estoppel)

I11.  The allegations of Paragraph 1 through 110 of this Complaint are hereby tealleged
and incorporated herein by reference.

112, In the alternative, pursuant to G.S. § 1A-1, Rule 8(e}(2), should a contract not be
enforceable as alleged, Plaintiff shows that Defendants should be prevented from enacting its

forced closure pursuant to the doctrine of promissory estoppel.
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113.  Defendants made promises to Plaintiff by virtue of the process created for
disaffiliation acted upon by hundreds of churches in the Conference in 2022, promising Plaintiff
that Defendants would allow any local church desiring disaffiliation the opportunity to do so.

114.  Plaintiff reasonably relied to its detriment on Defendants’ promises that afl
churches would be allowed to pursue disaffiliation and had the right to take its property with it.

115. Injustice can only be avoided by enforcing Defendants’ promises to Plaintiff and
permitting Plaintiff’s members an opportunity to vote on disaffiliation pursuant to 2553.

116. Plaintiff has been damaged as a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ failure
to honor their promises, specifically the loss of its right to a vote for disaffiliation.

117.  Plaintiff does not have an adequate remedy at law for Defendants’ breach of
promises. Should Defendants be allowed to proceed with the closure, Plaintiff would be deprived
of a right to a vote on a potential disaffiliation and to take their property with them upon
disaffiliation from the UMC,

COUNT I
(Declaratory Judgment)

118. The allegations of Paragraphs 1 through 117 of this Complaint are hereby
realleged and incorporated herein by reference.

119.  An actual dispute exists between Plaintiff and Defendants with respect to
Plaintiff’s authority to own, use or otherwise convey property deeded, titled, or otherwise owned
by Plaintiff.

120.  Plaintiff wishes to have all uncertainty and insecurity as to the legal and equitable
ownership of their church property removed by way of judicial declaration, for which there is a

bena fide, actual, present, practical nead.
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12]1.  Defendants claim that the language from 92501 and 2502 of the BOD creates an
irrevocable trust for the benefit of the UMC.

122, Plaintiff is the settlor of its church property.

123.  Plaintiff is also the trustee of the trust allegedly created by the BOD.

124, The language of 12502 is inconsistent with the language in 92501 in that it does
not expressly provide that the trust is irrevocable.

125.  Defendants are attempting to use the trust provisions to block Plaintiff from
exercising its right to disaffiliate under 42553 and taking Plaintiff’s property without recourse.

126.  These purposes were not contemplated by Plaintiff at the time it affiliated with the
UMC and is contrary to their intent when any alleged trust was formed. Moreover, the purpose of
any alleged trust has become unlawful, contrary to public policy, and impossible to achieve.

127.  Accordingly, absent the Court’s intervention in this ongoing, active controversy,
Plaintiff will be prevented from disaffiliating from the UMC and will have its property taken
without recourse. The Court’s intervention is necessary to prevent a loss of Plaintiff’s rights.

128.  Accordingly, Plaintiff is entitled to a declaratory judgment from the Court
declaring:

a. That the trust has terminated because the purpose of the trust have become
unlawful, contrary to public policy, or impossible to achieve;

b. That to the extent the trust has not terminated, it is revocable; and

c. That Plaintiff is entitled to the quiet, exclusive, uninterrupted, and
peaceful possession of its property (real and personal) without any

interference from Defendants.
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COUNT IV
(Fraud/ Collusion)

129.  The allegations of Paragraphs 1 through 128 of this Complaint are hereby
realleged and incorporated herein by reference.

130. Defendants’ proffered reasons for the forced closure of Plaintiff’s church were a
mete pretext to seize its valuable real property to repurpose it for Defendants’ benefit.

131.  Defendants all conspired to deprive Plaintiff of its right to vote on disaffiliation in
order to seize Plaintiff’s property and prevent Plaintiff from leaving the Conference and the
UMC with its property.

132.  Defendants colluded and agreed to declare “exigent circumstances” which did not
exist, in order to seize Plaintiff’s property and prevent Plaintiff from having a vote on
disaffiliation.

133. Defendants did in fact deprive Plaintiff of a vote on disaffiliation and Defendants
have attempted to take Plaintiff’s real and personal property without recourse.

134.  Through fraud and collusion Defendants have placed a cloud on title to Plaintiff’s
property.

135.  Theright to a vote on disaffiliation will soon sunset and Plaintiff’s ability to leave
the UMC with its property will be lost.

136.  Plaintiff has suffered or will suffer the loss of its real and personal property as a

direct and proximate result of Defendants’ fraud and collusion.
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COUNTV
(Constructive Fraud)
137.  The allegations of Paragraphs 1 through 136 of this Complaint are hereby
realleged and incorporated herein by reference.
138.  The Defendant Board has the authority to manage convey, buy, sell, and release
property and assets on behalf of the Conference.
139.  Defendant Shelton presides over the Conference.
140.  Defendant Harbor District Board of Church Location and Building members
purports to exercise authority over local church buildings and property.
141,  Defendant Tara Lain is the District Superintendent for the Harbor District where
Plaintiff is located and oversees Conference operations with the District.
142, Defendants were all in a position of power, authority and influence over Plaintiff
and Plaintiff’s property.
143.  Plaintiff placed special trust and confidence in all Defendants.
144.  Defendants took advantage of their position of trust to take Plaintiff’s real and
personal property for the benefit of the Conference and Board without recourse.
145.  Plaintiff has suffered or will suffer the loss of its real and personal property as a
direct and proximate result of Defendants’ constructive fraud.
COUNT Vi
(Quiet Title)
146.  The allegations of Paragraphs 1 through 145 of this Complaint are hereby

realleged and incorporated herein by reference.
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147.  Plaintiff was organized in 1847 and received its real property from donors who
wanted Plaintiff’s congregation to have use of the church sanctuary and property forever.

148.  Plaintiff owns real property in downtown Wilmington, North Carolina which
includes parcels identified by the descriptions in the deeds contained in Exhibit 2 attached
hereto. Pursuant to G.S. § 1A-1, Rule 10(c), Plaintiff hereby incorporates by reference the deeds
and descriptions of Plaintiff’s property from the attached deeds.

149.  Plaintiff acquired and held title to its real property (save one parcel acquired in
1986) prior to the formation of the UMC and its later affiliation with the UMC.

150.  Plaintiff’s church sanctuary sits on a parcel of land conveyed to Plaintiff by an
1892 deed which specifically states that it was given by the grantors to Trustees of The Fifth
Street Methodist Church “to and for the use of the congregation of said Church forever.” It
contains no mention of any church conference or the United Methodist Church.

151.  Plaintiff acquired and maintained its real property, including paying for all repairs,
without any assistance from Defendants or the UMC.

152.  Defendants recorded an Affidavit of Ownership in Book 6629, Page 1196, New
Hanover County Registry.

153. Defendants claim that language from §Y2501 and 2502 of the BOD as amended in
2019 creates an irrevocable trust for the benefit of the UMC.

a. 72501 of the BOD provides, in pertinent part, as follows;
i. All properties of the United Methodist local churches and other
United Methodist agencies and institutions are held, in trust, for the
benefit of the entire denomination, and ownership and usage of

church property is subject to the BOD.
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The United Methodist Church is organized as a connectional
structure, and titles to all real and personal, tangible and intangible
property held...by a local church or charge, or by an agency or
instruction of the Church, shall be held in trust for The United
Methodist Church and subject to the provisions of its Discipline.
ek

154. 92502 of the BOD sets forth the following trust language which the Defendants
and the UMC claim purports to be incorporated into the deeds to real property owned by the
local churches.

In trust, that said premises shall be used, kept, and maintained as a place of divine

worship of the united Methodist ministry and members of The United Methodist Church;

subject to the Discipline, usage, and ministerial appoints of said Church as from time
authorized and declared by the General Conference and by the annual conference within
whose bounds the said premises are situated.

155.  Defendants assert that this alleged denominational trust grants them control over
Plaintiff’s real property and that, absent Defendants” approval such control will continue. This
creates a cloud on the title to Plaintiff’s real and personal property.

156.  The language from the trust clauses in the BOD was not included in the deeds to
Plaintiff’s real property, save one green space parcel conveyed in 1986.

157.  This cloud is invalid because, as sct forth above,
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a. Any denominal trust has been terminated because the purposes of the trust
bave become unlawful, contrary to public policy, or impossible to achieve;
and
b. Defendants’ use of the denominational trust to seize Plaintiff’s property
without recourse and prevent their disaffiliation is inconsistent with
Plaintiff’s intent at the time it affiliated with the UMC and alleged placed
its real property in trust;
c. The terms of the denominational trust are ambiguous and were affected by
a mistake of fact or law; and
d. There is no trust language contained in all but one of the deeds to
Plaintiff’s real property.
158.  As aresult of the invalid cloud created by the trust on Plaintiff’s real property,
Plaintiff is entitled to have that real property quieted in its name:
159.  The Court should declare the Affidavit of Ownership invalid and order it stricken
from Plaintiff’s chain of title.
COUNT VI
(Judicial Modification of Trust)
160.  The allegations of Paragraphs 1 through 159 of this Complaint are hereby
realleged and incorporated herein by reference.
161.  Plaintiff is the settlor as to its church property.
162. Plaintiff is also the trustec of the alleged trust created by the BOD.
163.  Under G.S. § 36C-4-410 a trust terminates when the purposes of the trust have

become unlawful, contrary to public policy, or impossible to achieve.
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164.  G.8. § 36C-4-410 empowers this Court to modify or terminate a trust when,
because of circumstances not anticipated by the settlor, modification or termination will further
the purpose of the trust.

165.  G.S. § 36C-4-415 empowers this Court to modify or terminate a trust to conform
to the settlor’s intention when a term of the trust is ambiguous and was affected by a mistake of
fact or law, whether in expression or inducement.

166. At the time Plaintiff affiliated with the UMC, it was not its intent that it would
lose its church buildings and property to the UMC on a whim and without recourse. Nor was it
the intent of the donors who contributed real property and funds to Plaintiff that their donations
would be wiped away and repurposed for Defendants’ benefit on a whim and without recourse.

167.  Defendants have utilized §2549 of the BOD to deprive Plaintiff of its real and
personal property.

168.  The current circumstances were not and could not have been anticipated by
Plaintiff when it affiliated with the UMC and allegedly put its property in trust for what was
supposed to be the benefit of its members.

169.  As aresult the current situation is unconscionable and inequitable, and Plaintiff
wishes to have its trust terminated, or in the alternative, to have itself clearly established as the
trustee of any trust with all power to revoke the trust and/or dispose of the property as North
Carolina allows.

170.  In addition to Chapter 36C, G.S. § 61-3 provides grounds for review any alleged
church trust, and relief to be granted by this Court.

171. The Court should declare that:
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a. Any trust encumbering Plaintiff’s property for the benefit of the
Conference or the UMC is terminated;

b. To the extent that the trust is not terminated, it is revocable; and

¢. That Plaintiff is entitled to the quiet, exclusive, uninterrupted and peaceful
possession of its properties (real and personal) without interference from
Defendants,

172,  Alternatively, should the trust not be terminated, the Court should issue an order
modifying the trust encumbering Plaintiff’s property to clarify that the trust is revocable and that
Plaintiff can exercise authority as trustee from any interference by Defendants as permitted by
law.

COUNT VII
(Temporary Restraining Order, Preliminary and Permanent Injunctions)

173.  The allegations of Paragraphs 1 through 172 of this Complaint are hereby
realleged and incorporated herein by reference.

174.  As aresult of Defendants’ acts, there is an immediate and substantial risk that
Plaintiff has suffered and will suffer permanent, irreparable and incalculable injury thorough the
loss of its opportunity to vote on disaffiliation along with the loss of its church, fellowship hall
and other property.

175. Monetary damages alone will not compensate Plaintiff for the irreparable damage
if Defendants are not immediately restrained and enjoined from further wrongful conduct
outlined above. Plaintiff’s irreparable damages include the potential loss of its right to vote on

disaffiliation and to disaffiliate, along with its real and personal property.
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176.  Losing the right to-vote on disaffiliation and to disaffiliate along with its real and
personal property will effectively end Plaintiff’s church, causing immediate and irreparable
injury, loss and damage.

177. Plaintiff’s remedies at law are inadequate to protect it from Defendants’ acts.

178.  Defendants should be required to grant Plaintiff and its members immediate
access to and use of Plaintiff’s property;

179.  Defendants should be enjoined from:

a. Interfering with Plaintiff’s use and enjoyment of its real and personal
property;

b. Taking any action to encumber, impair, change or otherwise alter Plaintiff’s
property in any way.

180. Plaintiff should be permitted to use its funds to pay bills and tend to the
preservation of the church property.

181. Defendants should be ordered to:

a. Preserve the status quo as of March 21, 2023;

b. Call a church conference and preside therein or appoint an someone for
that purpose;

¢. Call and conduct the conference in sufficient time for Defendant Trustees
and Plaintiff to execute the requisite disaffiliation agreement and
Defendant Conference to conduct the requisite vote on Plaintiff’s
disaffiliation application;

d. Not interfere with or discourage Plaintiff’s disaffiliation application ‘or its

church conference and vote.
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JURY DEMAND

Plaintiff, pursuant to G.S. § 1A-1, Rule 38(b) hereby demands a trial by jury in this action
on all issues so triable of right.
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church of Wilmington, Inc.
respectfully prays the Court that:
1. The Court grant Plaintiff specific performance for Defendants’ breach of the Book
of Discipline by not conducing a church conference and vote;
2. The Court immediately enter a temporary restraining order, pursuant to G.S. §
1A-1, Rule 65(b) providing:
a. Plaintiff and its members may have immediate access to and use of
Plaintiff’s property including that the doors to the Church sanctuary be
open to its congregants each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. for up to two hours for
worship;
b. Defendants shall not take any action to encumber, impair, change or
otherwise alter Plaintiff’s property in any way;
3. The Court enter an injunction, pursuant to G.S. § 1A-1, Rule 65 providing:
a. Defendants and all persons acting in concert with them must call a church
conference and preside therein or appoint someone for that purpose;
b. Defendants must call and conduct the conference in sufficient time for
Defendant Trustees and Plaintiff to execute the requisite disaffiliation
agreement and Defendant Conference to conduct the requisite vote on

Plaintiff’s disaffiliation application; and
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c. Defendants shall not interfere with or discourage Plaintiff’s disaffiliation

application or its church conference and vote;
The Court declare that:

a. Any trust encumbering Plaintiff’s property for the benefit of Defendants is
terminated,;

b. That to the extent the trust has not terminated, it is revocable;

¢. To the extent the trust is not terminated, issue an order modifying any trust
encumbering Plaintiff’s property for the benefit of UMC to clarify that the
trust is revocable and that Plaintiff Church can exetcise authority as
Trustee free from any interference by Defendants or the UMC;

d. That Plaintiff is entitled to the quiet, exclusive, uninterrupted, and
peaceful possession of their respective properties (real and personal)
without any inferference from Defendants; and

e. The Affidavit of Ownership be declared null and void and an order be
recorded in the New Hannover County Registry confirming the same.

The costs of this action be taxed against Defendants; and

For such other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper.
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n
This the%e, 2023,

COATS + BE m
By: %
Gavin B Parsons
N.C. State Bar No. 28013
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1400 Crescent Green, Suite 300
Cary, North Carolina 27518
Telephone: (919) 719-4868
Facsimile: (919) 854-2084

gparsons@coatsandbennett.com
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NORTH CAROLINA
NEW HANOVER COUNTY

VERIFICATION
Sarah S. Godwin, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Fifth Avenue United Methodist

Church of Wilmington, first being sworn upon her oath deposes and says that she has read the
foregoing Complaint and has personal knowledge of its contents, and has knowledge from the
business records of Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church of Wilmington and based upon this

knowledge, the information contained herein is true to the best of her knowledge.

Sarah 8. Godwin,
Chairman, Board of Trustees
Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church

of Wilmington -

Sworn to and subscribed before me this the <7 _day of June, 2023.

Notary ial;c ' M !gy&%

My Comrnission expires: ri’)ﬁ’ Q ~0A ?
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BK: RB €629
;E;;;“ -1an 2022007019 e Fesam
OVER COUNTY,
e oo
BY: KPUUE GuES REFSTER OF DENDS
DEPUTY
BEECTRONICALLY RECORDED
Drafied By and Retumn To:
Charles F. Powrers IT
Poyner Spruill LLP
P.0. Box 1801

Raleigh, N.C, 27602-1801

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA )
)

COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER )

AFFIDAVIT OF DECLARATION OF OWNERSHIP
IN THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE NORTH CAROLINA. CONFERENCE,
SO JURISMCTTON,
OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, INC.

H. Gray Southem, being duly swomn, hereby deposes and states as follows:

1. I am over the age of eighteen. I suffer from no disabilities that would render me
incompetent to testify in this maiter. | have personnl knowledge of the facts stated in this

affidavit, unless they are stated as being upon information and belief, in which csse [ believe
them to be true,

the Bis."uup and Conference Secretary of the North Carolina Conference, Southeastern

immediatelyvcstinthemmua[mnﬁermceboardoftmsteeswhomayholdordispmofsmh
property in its sole discretion subject to eny standing rule of the annual conference. Exigent
circumstances include, but are not limited 10, situations where a local church is no longer

Submitted e'lectrotﬂcaﬁi by "Poyner Spruill LLp*
in compTiance with Nort carolina statuces governing recordable documents
and the terms of the submftter agreement with the New Hanover County Register of Ceeds,
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serving the purpose for which it wes organized or incorporated...” Book of Discipline,
Paragraph 2549.3 (b).

4, The following resolution was approved and adopted as of March 24, 2023 with
respect to the property of Fifth Avenue United Methodist of Wilmington, having an address of

409 8. 5" Avenue, Wilmington, Notth Carolina, a member church of the Notth Carolina
Conference, in the Harbor District thereof:

RESOLUTION FOR CLOSURE OF FIFTH AVENUE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pursuant to the recommendation of Rev. Tara Lain, District Superintendent of the Harbor
District of the North Carolina Conference, Southeastern Jurisdiction, of the United Methodist
Church, Inc. (the “North Carolina Conference™), the following resolution is adopted by Presiding
Bishop Connie Shelton, the District Superintendents of the North Carolina Conference, and the
Hatbor District Board of Church Location and Building to declare that exigent circumstances
exist that require immediate closure of Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church in Wilmington,

North Carolina in accordance with Paragraph 2549.3(b) of The Book of Digcipline of the United
Methodist Church (“The Book of Discipline”):

BE IT RESOLVED:

WHEREAS, under The Book of Discipline local churches arc organized to serve the local
cammunity in which the Church is located, and church property is held in trust to ensure that the
property is used solely for purposes consonant with the mission of the entire denomination for
the maintenance of worship, the edification of believers, and the redemption of the world; and

WHEREAS, Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church in Wilmington, North Carclina (the
“Church™) was organized in 1847 and has served the Wilmington community as part of the
United Methodist denomination (and its predecessors, including the Methodist Episcopal Church
South) for more than 170 years; and

WHEREAS, the original property for the Church was donated to the Church trustees by Miles
Costin in trust pursuant to a deed which provided that the land was donated for the purpose of
canstructing a place of worship at which the ministers of the Methodist Episcopal Church South
{now the United Methodist Church) would be permitted to preach God’s Holy Word “forever
bereafter.” This property and all other properties owned by the Church are held in trust for the
benefit of the United Methodist Church and uses of Church property are subject to The Book of

WHEREAS, though the Church has a rich and robust history of serving its membership and the
local community as a thriving United Methodist Church, membership and missional activity of
the Church has recently declined and the Church has a current membership of 205 and average
weekly attendance of approximately 20 members; and

WHEREAS, contrary to the expressed intention of the donior of the original property for the
Chwrch that the property be used “forever after” as a place for preaching God’s Word by United
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Methodist ministers, the congregation has initiated a procedure seeking for the Church to
disaffitiate from the United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Conference has a clear, present and pressing need to respond to
local needs in the community by providing space for, among other things, basic needs for
unsheltered people, a gathering space for senior adults and persons with disabilities, space for
providing shelter and other assistance following major storms, and a welcoming space for
worship and study for one or more new United Methodist faith communities; and

WHEREAS, the current membership of the Church has declined opportunities to collabotate

with and participate in important ministries and needs of the North Carolina Conference and the
local community; and

WHEREAS, the location of the Church property is well-suited towards meeting these missional
needs of the North Carolina Conference;

NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned Bishop Connie Shelton, the District Superintendents of
the North Carolina Conference, and members of the Harbor District Board of Church Location
and Building hereby declare that exigent circumstances exist that require immediate protection of
the property of Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church in Wilmington, North Carolina for the
benefit of the United Methodist denomination. Accordingly, Fifth Avenue United Methodist
Church is hereby CLOSED in accordance with Paragraph 2549.3 (b) of The Book of Discipline
because the Church no longer serves the purpose for which it was organized and incorporated.
Title to all the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of the Church shall
immediately vest in The Board of Trustees of the North Carolina Conference, Southeastern
Jurisdiction, of the United Methodist Church, Inc. (the *North Carolina Conference Board of
Trustees”). The North Carolina Conference Board of Trustees is hereby authorized to use or
dispose of all properties of Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church under such terms and
conditions as such the North Carolina Conference Board of Trustees may deem meet and proper.

5. Accordingly, under the above-quoted provisions of the Book of Discipline and
pursuant to the above-quoted resolution of the North Carolina Conference with respect to the
property of Fifth Avenue United Msthodist of Wilmington in the Harber District of the North
Carolina Conference, the Board of Trustees of the North Carolina Conference, Southeastern
Turisdiction, of the United Methndist Church, Inc. (a North Carolina non-profit corporation
domiciled and having its principal place of business in Wake County, North Carolina, with a
mailing address of 700 Waterfield Ridge Place, Garner, NC 27529), is the successor in interest
to, and owner of all property the title to which was formerly vested in, Fifth Avenuve United
Methodist of Wilmington in the Harbor District of the North Caroline Conference, including
without limitation the following deseribed real property:

Being all of those certain tracts or parcels of land located in the City of Wilmington, New
Hanover County, Nortk Carolina, and being more particularly desetibed as follows:
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Tract 1:

BEGINNING at a point in the northem line of Church Street which is eastwardly along said
northern fine 110 feet from the northeast intersection of 5th and Church Sireets, said beginning
point also marks the southeast comer of a parce! of land owned by Joseph O, and Pauline
Manltsby, and described in deed in Book 1242, Page 59 of the New Hanover County Registry;
runs thence from said beginning point, northwardly and parallel to 5th Street, and along and with
the Mauttsby eastern line and the eastern Kne of the parcel owned by Otis and Alice V. Pierce
described in deed recorded in Book 1111, Page 690 of said Registry, 66 feet to the northeast
cornet of Pierce and the property of Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church (the “Church™);
thence along and with one of the Church’s lines eastwardly and parallel to Church Street 27.6
feet to a point; thence southwardly, parallel to 5th Street and along and with another of the
Church’s lines 66 feet to the northern line of Church Street: thence westwardly along and with
the northern line of Church Street 27.6 feet to the BEGINNING.

Tract 2:
Parcel A:

BEGINNING IN THE SOUTHERN line of Nun Street eighty-two (82) feet six (6) inches east of
the intersection of the southern line of Nun Street with the eastern line of Fifth Street, running
thence eastwardly with an along the scuthern line of Nun Street forty-one (41) feet three (3)
inches; thence southwardly parallel with Fifth Street sixty-six (66) feet; thence Westwardly
parallel with Nun Street forty-one (41) feet three (3) inches; thence porthwardly parallel with
Fifth Street sixty-six (66) feet to the point of beginning, the same being part of lot One (1) in
Block one hundred, four (104} according to the official plan of the City of Wilmington,

Parcel B:

BEGINNING at a point in the southern line of Nun Street 123 feet 9 inches eastwardly from the
intersection of the southern line of Nun Street with the eastern line of Fifth Street; running thence
eastwardly with and along the southern line of Nun Street 39 feet 7 inches; thence southwardly
and paralle] with Fifth Street 66 feet; thence Westwardly parallel with Nun Street 39 feet 7
inches; thence northwardly parstlel with Fifth Street 66 feet to the point of Beginning,

Together with and subject fo an easement over a sirip of land described as follows: Beginning at
a point in the southern line of Nun Street 163.4 feet east of the interssction of the southern line of
Nun Street with the eastern line of Fifth Street, running thence eastwardly with the southern line
of Nun Street 7 feet; thence southwardly paralle! with Fifth Street 66 feet; thence westwardly
paraliel with Nun Street 7 feet; thence northwardly parallel with Fifth Street 66 feet to the point

of beginning.

Together with all and singular the lands, tenements, easements and appurtenances thereto
belonging or in anywise appertaining,
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Parcel C:

BEGINNING at a point in the Eastern line of Fifth Street (now known as Fifth Avenue) Sixty-six
(66) feet South from the Southern line of Nun Street, and running thence Southwardly with and
along said Eastern line of Fifth Street Sixty-Six (66) fect; thence Bastwardly and paralle] with the
said Southern line of Nun Street One Hundred and Sixty-Five (165) feet, thence Northwardly
and paralle] wit said Eastem line of Fifth Street Sixty-Six (66) feet; thence Westwardly and
parallel with said Southern line of Nun Street One Hundred and Sixty-Five (165) feet, to the said
Eastern line of Fifth Street, the point of beginning, same being the West One-half {1/2) of Lot
Number Two (2), Block Number One Hundred and four (104), according to the official plan of
the said City of Wilmington.

Parcel D:

Beginning in the Eastern line of 5 Street one hundred twenty feet south of the Southern lirie of
Nun Street, running thence southwardly along the Eastern line of Fifth Street sixty six feet thence
castwardly and parallel with Nun Street one hundred sixty-five feet, thence northwardly sixty six
feet and thence westwardly and paratle] with Nun Street one hundred sixty-five feet to the
beginning on Fifth Street, the same being Lot 3 in Block 104, according to the official plan of the
said City of Wilmington end being the same land as described in Deed recorded in Book AAAA,
Page 608, New Hanover County Registry. Together with all singular the tenements, houses,
woads, waterways, privileges, appurtenance thereunto belonging or in any way appertaining,

Parcel E:

Lying and being in the County of New Hanover and State of aforesaid near the Town of
Wilmington butted and bounded as follows to wit. Beginning at a stake in the East Boundary
line of the East Boundary of Fifth Street of the Town of Wilmington bstween the streets of said
Town known by the names of Church Street and Nunn Street were the same continued opposite
to and directly East of Lot No. 40 under Letter A runnirg North 84 East one hundred and sixty
five feet to a stake thence North 6 West sixty six feet then South 84 West one hundred and sixty
five feet to said Boundary Line then with that line South 6 East sixty six feet to the first station
containing one fourth of an acre of land and being the same land as described in Deed recorded
in Book II, Page 422, New Hanover County Registry. Together with all singular the tenements,
houses, woods, waterways, privileges, appurtenance thereunte belonging or in any way
appertaining,

Parcel F:

BEGINNING in the Eastern line of Fifth Street at & point Sixty-Six (66) feet North of the
Northeast intersection of Church and Fifth Streets; running thence Northwardly with the Eastermn
line of Fifth Street Thirty-Three ( 33) feet; thence Eastwardly and parallel with Church Street
One Hundred and Sixty-Five(165) feet; thence Southwardly and parallel with Fifth Street Thirty-
Three (33) feet; thence Westwardly and parallel with Church Street One Hundred and Sixty-Five
(165) feet to the Eastern line of Fifth Street, the Beginning, and being 2 part of the West half of
Lot No. Five Block No. 104, according to the official plan of the said City of Wilmington,
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SAVING, EXCEPTING and RESERVING to the heirs and assigns of Elizabeth P. LeGwin,
Deceased, a right-of-way for ingress and egress, in, to and over that certain strip of land:

BEGINNING in the Eastern line of Fifth Street at a point Sixty-Six (66) foet North of the
Northeast intersection of Church and Fifth Streets; running thence Northwardly with the Eastem
line of Fifth Street Eight (8) feet; thence Eastwardly parallel with Church Street Sixty-Six (66)
feet; thence Southwardly parallel with Fifth Street Eight (8)feet; thence Westwardly parallel with
Church Street Sixty-Six (66) feet to the Beginning, for pedestrians, carts, wagans, vehicles, and
any and afl other means of transportation in, to, and over the said strip of land for the said
Elizabeth P, LeGwin, Deceased, her heirs and assigns.

AND BEING the same property conveyed to Elizabeth P. LeGwin (now deceased) by John B.
Taylor and Wife, Mary Taylor, by deed dated June 14th, 1901, recorded in Baok 31, at pages
401, et seq., and subsequently conveyed by the said Blizabeth P. LeGwin to LeRoy C. LeGwin,
by deed recorded December 19th, 1913, in Book 73, at Page 259, of the records in the Office of
the Register of Deeds of New Henover County, TOGETHER with all and singular the lands,
tenements, casements and appurtenances there unto belonging, or in anywise appertaining,

Parcel G:

BEGINNING IN THE Eastern line of Fifth Street at 2 point ninety nine (99) foet northwardly
from its intersection with the Northem line of Church Street, rurning thence Northwardly along
said line thirty three (33) feet, thence castwardly, paralle! with Church Sireet one hundred, Sixty
five (165) feet, thence southwardly, parallel with Fifth Strect thirty three (33} feet, thence
Westwardly parallel with Church Street one hundred, Sixty Five (165) feet to the Eastern line of
Fifth Street, the point of Beginning, Same being part of Lot five (5) in Block one Iundred and
four (104) according to the official plan of the City of Wilmington, Nerth Carolina.

Parcel H:

Beginning at a point in the Northern line of Church Street 137Y% feet esstwardly from its
intersection with the Eastern line of Fifth Street, and running thence castwardly along said
Northern line of Church Street 27 feet, thence northwardly paralflel with Fifth Strect 66 feet,
thence Westwardly parallel with Church Street 2744 feet, and thence southwardly paraliel with
Fifth Street 66 feet to the beginning, The same being part of Lot 6, Block 104, according to the
official plan of the City of Wilmington, N.C.;

Being also the same lot conveyed by G.C. Melntire, Commissioner, to the New Hanover Comnty
and the City of Wilmington, municipal corporations, dated April 13, 1949, and recorded in Book
429, Page 547, office of the Register of Deeds of New Hanover County.

Together with all and singular, the lands, tenements, easements and appurtenances thereto
belonging, or in anywise appertaining.
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Less and Except the following two tracts:
Tract A:

Lacated in the City of Wilmington, New Hanover County, State of North Carolina and being
described as follows: BEGINNING at a point in the southern right of way line of Nun Street (66'
Public right of way), said point being located North 84 degrees 23 minutes 00 seconds East -
160.00’ from the intersection of the southern right of way line of Nun Street and the eastern right
of way line of 8. 5th Street (99" Public right of way), and runs thence from said beginning point,
North 84 degrees 23 minutes 00 seconds East- 3.33'to a point; thence South 05 degrees 37
minutes 00 scconds Fast- 66.00' to a point in the fine of the Church property (Deed Book 606,
Page 450); thence with the Church property, North 84 degrees 23 minutes 00 seconds East - 1.67
to & point in the Revitalize ILM property (Parcel 46, Deed Book 641 8, Page 2923); thence with
the Revitalize ILM line, South 05 degrees 37 minutes 00 seconds East - 66.00" to an iron rod, the
southeast corner of the Church property (Deed Book 606, Page 490); thence with the Church
line, South 84 degrees 23 minutes 00 seconds West - 5.00' to a point; thence North 05 degrees 37
minutes 00 seconds West -132.00' to the point of beginning, containing 549.78 Square Feet, and
being a portion of that land described in a deed to the Trustees of Fifth Avenue Methodist
Church recorded in Deed Book 606, Page 490 of the New Hanover County Register of Deeds.

Tract B:

Located in the City of Wilmington, New Hanover County, State of North Carolina and being
described as follows: BEGINNING at a point in the southern right of way line of Nun Street (66'
Public R/W), said point being located Notth 84 degrees 23 minutes 00 seconds East -163.33'
from the infersection of the southern line of Nun Sireet and the sastern right of way line of 8. 5th
Street, and runs thence with the southern right of way line of Nun Street, North 84 degrees 23
minates 00 seconds East -1,67' to an iron rod, the northwest corer of Parcel #6 of the Revitalize
ILM property, thence with their line, South 05 degrees 37 minutes 00 seconds East - 66.00" to a
point, the northeast comner of the Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church property (Deed Book
118, Page 378); thence with the Church property, South 84 degrees 23 minutes 00 seconds West
-1.67 to a point, thence with the Church property (Deed Book 606, Page 490), North 05 degrees
37 minutes 00 seconds West - 66.00’ to the point of beginning, containing 110.00 Square Feet.
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I declare under penalty of petjucy under the laws of the State of North Carolina that the
foregoing is true and correct, and that I executed this Affidavit of Declaration of Owpership on
this the 24 day of March, 2023.

Assistant o the Blshop and Conference
Secretary

The North Carolina Conference,
Southeastern Jurisdiction of the United
Methodist Church, Inc,

2aviin (- (i a Notary Public, do hereby certify that H. Gray Southern
personally appehre ore me this day and being duly sworn acknowledged the execution of this
Affidavit of Declaration of Ownership for the purpose stated therein and in the capacity
indicated.

Witness my hand and notarial seal this 2Y day of JJJaed. 2023,

£ Notary Public li

[ ! Sandre. X (hrisaw n

35 %0 Notary’s Printed Name
LG 7

W tsfission Expires: J}—ff—-g?a;’kf




RESOLUTION FOR CL.OSURE OF FIFTH AVENUE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pursuant to the recommendation of Rev. Tara Lain, District Superintendent of the Harbor
District of the North Carolira Conference, Southeastern Jurisdiction, of the United Methodist
Church, Inc. {the “North Carolina Conference”), the following resolution is adopted by Presiding
Bishop Connie Shelton, the District Superintendents of the North Carolina Conference, and the
Harbor District Board of Church Location and Building to declare that exigent circumstances
exist that require immediate closure of Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church in Wilmington,

North Carolina in accordance with Paragraph 2549.3(b) of The Book of Discipline of the United
Methodist Church (“The Book of Discipline™):

BE IT RESOLVED:

WHEREAS, under The Book of Discipline local churches are organized to serve the local
community in which the Church is located, and church property is held in trust to ensure that the
property is used solely for purposes consonant with the mission of the entire denomination for
the maintenance of worship, the edification of believers, and the redemption of the world; and

WHEREAS, Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church in Wilmington, North Carolina (the
“Church”) was organized in 1847 and has served the Wilmington community as part of the

United Methodist denomination (and its predecessors, including the Methodist Episcopal Church
South) for more than 170 years; and

WHEREAS, the original property for the Church was donated to the Church trustees by Miles
Costin in trust pursuant to a deed which provided that the land was donated for the purpose of
constructing a place of worship at which the ministers of the Methodist Episcopal Church South
(now the United Methodist Church) would be permitted to preach God’s Holy Word “forever
hereafter.” This property and all other properties owned by the Church are held in trust for the
benefit of the United Methodist Church and uses of Church property are subject to The Book of
Discipline; and

WHEREAS, though the Church has a rich and robust history of serving its membership and the
local community as a thriving United Methodist Church, membership and missional activity of
the Church has recently dectined and the Church has a current membership of 205 and average
weekly attendance of approximately 20 members; and

WHEREAS, contrary to the expressed intention of the donor of the original property for the
Church that the property be used “forever after” as a place for preaching God’s Word by United
Methodist ministers, the congregation has initiated a procedure seeking for the Church to
disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Conference has a clear, present and pressing need to respond to
local needs in the community by providing space for, among other things, basic needs for
unsheltered people, a gathering space for senior adults and persons with disabilities, space for
providing shelter and other assistance following major storms, and a welcoming space for
worship and study for one or more new United Methodist faith communities; and



WHEREAS, the current membership of the Church has declined opportunities to collaborate

with and participate in important ministries and needs of the North Carolina Conference and the
local community; and

WHEREAS, the location of the Church property is well-suited towards meeting these missional
needs of the North Carolina Conference;

NOW THEREFORE, the undersigned Bishop Connie Shelton, the District Superintendents of
the North Carolina Conference, and members of the Harbor District Board of Church Location
and Building hereby declare that exigent circumstances exist that require immediats protection of
the property of Fifth Avenue Uniled Methodist Church in Wilmington, North Carofina for the
benefit of the United Methodist denomination. Accordingly, Fifth Avenue United Methodist
Church is hereby CLOSED in accordance with Paragraph 2549.3 (b) of The Book of Discipline
because the Church no longer serves the purpose for which it was organized and incorporated.
Title to all the real and personal, tangible and intangible property of the Church shall
immediately vest in The Board of Trustees of the North Carolina Conference, Southeastern
Jurisdiction, of the United Methodist Church, Inc. (the “North Carolina Conference Board of
Trustees”). The North Carolina Conference Board of Trustees is hereby authorized to use or
dispose of all properties of Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church under such terms and
conditions as such the North Carolina Conference Board of Trustees may deem meet and proper.

Effective this 24th day of Macch, 2023:
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o In !qnnﬂr Gounty
i o 13,1 it 'hy thmu pregents, that we, David GiNorth, nid, JRlA 4.

my li:lfc. of the Oiw of #ilminzton, snx County <nd State above written,.
.ﬂr m in gonatderniion of Une Dollar to ne %0 hwnd paid by W.J.Toomer

m 3.21@-1# . Wm.H, Sholar, B.F.Kiog, and J.5.Funchess, ss@_
P I
m !ttth Straet uothea:lat chureh nlso of said Oity ot Wilpinacton, the

m;.pt nhn--of 1B hereby ackrowledged, have granted, remised, ralqaaed

P m w'k*elwm aod by these prewsnts do grant. remisg, raleﬁu. xnd .

:ﬂ&unr 1111# -9laim, unto the maia W,J, Toomer, Johs J.LaGwin, nuian H

ﬂmhr. oP.Iing and J. S.runchasa“ sforedmid, thair
nlqiglbrn hnd a0sizns forever, =11 thot gertain lot, plece, or parcel

*."“'r -

o 2. nmu Lring, »od being.in the 01ty of ¥ilnington aftreeass,
"wnq g:ummg at = polat 1o the Eratein Uins of Fifth Street Oue = -

Luﬂnﬁ wl, ‘Eh.icrty two feet Southwardly Irom its intersection with the
.lo;ﬂwru l:lnn of Won Street, =nd ruaooving thence alang said lipe of Pifth

:,, l!x!u‘t Bunthw-brdly, One hupndred snd thirty two feet, thenoe Erstwerdly

m mihl I'ith Fun 3trest, One handred =nd elxty five fset, thonee
""'_._ lorihnzruy, and. perallel with Pifth Street, one hundred aod - ‘thirty two
el .!’tﬁi. &m! ihenee Wastwardly, and parallel with Nun Street, one hundirsd

nﬂ. tl‘.ﬂy ziw feet, to the Bazinniaz - the same. being the Wegtern
I-hﬂ.ﬂi ot I.ota % and 4 in Blook 104,mccordiag to the plan of safd City,
"o !hvn nndl To Hold the Baid granted and released land and premimes

-wﬂh the- appurtamnuaa unte the said %,J, Tnomr '=.H, :!bolqr, Jobn J.

e 'uéua. -!.zing. a0d J.3.Funchess, a3 truatess us aforesaid, their

g lnclnalox'a Apd meslzns, to mnd for the use of the conyrexation of galn

..Ohumli foraver, 80 that we, the a~id David Z.Horth, end Julia A, my

uife. our helrs, or the heirs of eith:r of ua, or =0y one cleiming untar

ui, o‘r either of ue, shall nover have, oleim, or demnn?, any right, title

d; ihiarnt in the eame =t ~ny time hareafter,

L ®

Im ¥itness Whereof, we have hereunto set out honds and Benls this 13th
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vﬁ% A

P

RSN e S : -

dsy of Fgbruary 1892.

Da8, Yorth {Seul}
. MEpAd, senled and deliversd Julin A.north {de=l)
fil €bs presencs of '
.._._ %‘:{.‘..‘.c .,_x’
v
Shto of !orth Vopoline ) In Supsriar Comes,
|__,
!w lbmom Bounty i, 15th l‘a‘bruery 1ahg
.-' - !nmmu; "Ppoared before me, John D.Teylor, Clexk of the Saperior

uum:'im: %as County and S¢ata aforeseid Devid %.Worth and Julis L.M0rth
K ns wife ll:li aeknowlsldzsd the dzs sxesntion by them of the foregolag and
a “_Ml ma tn ¥.J.To0mer & othore Prostess of The ®ifth Strest Unthoadnt
% M s.m tharaupon the seid Julee 4.Worth being by me privately axwained.

’ h)wéh 354, mpaTt from her ®aid buaband, toushing her fres wneent ia ke
) qmti#n c:t ‘the #aid desd of conveyance; rha on suoh har nnn.tnuuou.
' & Kint m And mvmtyd the swne fresly, of har ows will mad sgaord
‘and iithoﬁt Aog fmu- or compulaion of bar mriq bu banidl, or any othsrpersons
and l:l-! lﬁ.n voluatarily aesant to ewm .

: -I:ﬂ.ﬂlie Pome deed and thid eortifimt L ward tired,

| Jao.D.Trglor

m:l?m! -ma dnlr reqiatersd this uu;!:'aﬁ'.:gggigingz;fﬁ o
ﬂn 1611 dy of Pebruery, A.D.1002,

Johh Hear Jr.
mum of Deods,

SPATE OF WORTH CAROLINA
lllr Hmm oooHTY
1, A,B.auonns Reziater of Deeds ia nnd far the Stats wnd Uondty afopae-
«h.m Iln‘dbx nrti!r that the foregoing 1s « trme and corzeat oqpy of »
: dud '!nm D.6iNoTth & wife to Truatees of Vifth Street Usthodint Jhurch,

L Y

- ﬂcordii -in Book 8, mt page #224, sm teken fram the recorda opn €ile ja
k- wﬂ__ib_o.
WIF¥ESS ay Mend end Officinl Sosl, this Evh day of Hovember, 1923,

- iﬁ gﬂ%ﬁﬁiu j
Deputy.




E.A.PAINGREE & WIPE STATE OF .URTH OAROLTHZ)

) 0 COUNTY OF NEW HAKOV:R |
R A MONTGOKERY =7 -ALS THUSTER: THIS DEED, K ade thie lev day o1 vecember A.D,
LEED : - LW2G, by b.A.relmgren end wiie, kmne d,Pslmgren,
sS4 b caceanreme . o1 the Uity ol Wiliingten, Uounty of lux Hanover
apng »tate of Noyta Uarolins, parties ol tne first pertv, and H.d.Montgowery, Wsltur u.Yopp,

Lo CaldGrin, George ».Branch, harry d.Gerdemer, w.H.Register and O.A.Bubsnt, Jrustess o1 F!fth
Avenuns lethodist Lphscopal Churoh Bouth, 6. tne seld Uity of Wilmington, County and dtate
arorveeld, pariies o1 ¢be eecond part, oI'THESEBETH:

: That seid parvies o: tne tivet part, 10or end in coasideration of the sum of
rRuive fhousand #ive Hundred ($12,600.00) Doliars to them in hana paid oy seid carzies or tha
dsvona part, Irustess a: slovessld, the reseipt wnereoi te hneredy ackuoviedysd, have given,
granted , -bargained, sold aiiened, conveyed a.d gontirmed, and by these presente do give, grant,
barguin, sali, alien, convey snd conii¥m unio cald parties of the sesond part, thetir sucoessors
and asaigns, tor the une apd honeiit or the smid #Ifth Avenuas Methodist Eptsoopel Cherch
Souin as » pearsonsge, or for say other uee or purpome the said trustees, their susceseors and
assigne, mey deem proper, subject to the diseipline, ussge and ainisverial eppointments of
saie Church a8 from time To time authorized snd declared by the Gemeral Conterence or uald
Ghursh, sna oy the Annusl Conxereuse witnin whose bounde &&Id preciises are situsted, elli thet
osriain lot or parcei of iaud situnte, lytng end being in the Clty of ¥ilmington, Uounty of
bex Hanover, and Stete of North faroiins, boundsd end deseribed eF rolioms, to~xit:

BEGINKING st & point inthe nastern :1:e or Fifth dtreet (nox moxn ag rirth
Avenue) 3ixty-six (bc) Teat soulh trom the Soutnernm Line o1 tun street, and ruming thence
Smutowardly xith and slong snid Easiern iipe of Fifth Street 3ixty-six (Gu) 1eet: thense
caotzerdly and parallel wito the snid Souihern iine of Bup Sureev One Handred end Sixty-Five
{168} teet; uieuce Horthwardly and parsllei xitn ssid sestern Lime ot Pitth Street Sixty-8ix
{ub) 1eot; thenoe weetxerdly and paraiiel with saia ooutn.rn line of Lup street One Hundred and
Sixty-Five {lop) Leat, to the snid kasterm Lipe or rifth Street, the gpoint o. Beglanuing. HSams
peing tne uest One-haif (1/2) or Lot liumper Iwo {BJ, Block Lumber Dpne Hundred and rour (104,
agoording to the 8Irje:isl pian oi the safa City of Wilcington.

To have and To hold the srorernid srect or parcel oriand and ell priviieges
and appurtenances thereunto beionping or in anywice theremnto apiertajning, unto them, the
‘suld pariies o1 thesscond peri. trustees ss aforassid, thelr successors end essigns, in tec
gimple, epsoiute rorevar.

: 444 tne sald parties ol the rirst part do, for themselves, their heirs,
exedutorg a.q sdministrators, covesant to end with esid parvies ot tresecond part, thelr
sucueseors ani asdigons, that they, the sald partles of Lk 1rirst part, sre sefzed of the ssid
pronises in 1ea Bnd have good right apd isxiui suthority to ceil and eonvaythe same in 1ee
simple; that the sams are tfree and ciear oi snd from any snd 8ll encubbrance:r oi whatsosver
pature of kKind, snd thet they wili, 2.d their executors and administrators shsll, forever
warrent snd detend the tiile to the same agulnst the lawxiul oleims and acma;ds ot all parsong
FHOMSOITOY »

o ke Es

In testimony whereof the Baild pArties of the 1irat part have hersunto set their
asnde and affixed their seais the fay asnd year firet hereinbeiors written.

Eedaralmgren ' (32AL) ’
{$12.00 J.3,Doc.zev.5temps} Emma B.Pelmgren {SEALY ] T
STATe OF LURTH CAHOLENA,
COUPTY Or &EW HANOVAR. } J

Bezors wo Marvin ¢.Cowdill, & liotary Publio in end tor the state and County
aforesaid, this dey personally sp,.eared n.b.blalmgren end his xlie, smme p.dalmgren, and 4duly
scknowledgedth- exejution by hbem ol the ioregoing and snnexed desd. &nd thereupon, the said
Eaun H.Palmgren, wife 0t E.i.Falgren, velng by we private.y examined, sepmrate and apart from
per seid husbtand touching her volontery execution of the same, dothstete on such bere
exanination that she signed the Fame :reely Snd voluntarily withoat any 1ear, foroe or
compulaion on the pert of her asid n:eband, or any other pereson, and thet she doth stil]
volunterily assent therets.

Witness my hend and ofriclal senl, this the Ilat day or vegember A.D. LY20.

Harvin J.Cowell liotery rubliol

{Notmrial Seal} ky commiassion exvires loth dey or April lwzl

STATE OF wURTH CAROLINA,)
HIHOVER GOULTY. ]

fne rorsgolng Certiticate of karvia J.Corall gotary fublic of liew Eanover
Qounty, 1o adjodped to ba ocorrsct. Let the (natrument with the Certiricstes be recorded. This
Lot day of dec. 1lu2U.

k.d.3huifler
Received and Hecorded Dec. 1920 Deputy Clerk superior Cours,
i Ed £
" Reglidter of Joedn.
JAMES rANAGOS H BOLE0U i & HOAe MPG. CGO.
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JOHN w, CAMPFIELD, ET Ux i+ STATE OF NORTH CaROLIMaA L.
TO t  COUNTY OF NEW HaNOVER
TRUSTRES, FIFTH AVENUE MuTHODIST CH WHEREAS, onthe 24th dayof February,1953, Lloyd H.
------------------------------------- the within described tract of land to John W.Canfield

Ny WaRRANTY DibD . ? Wolfe and his wife, Eleanor R."olfe, conveyed by deed
I and his wife, Bertha Mas Canfield, which instrument is recorded in the office of the Rerister
l of Deeds of New Hanover County inBook 520 at vage 107, and

WHEREAS, the name "Canfield" should have read "Campfield", and

WHEREAS, the said John W.Campfield and his wife, Bertha Mae Campfield are conveylng
the sald property and are desirous that thelr names be corrected as of record; therefore, be
} it known that John W Ginfield and wife, Berths Mae tanfield, are in fact John W.Camofield and
i wife, Bertha Mae Campfield,

NOW, THEREFORE, THIS INDENTURE, made this the 23rd day of april 1958, by and betwaen
John W.Gamgfield(canfield] and his wife, Bertha Mae Campfield ( Canfield|,parties of the ficat
part, and U.C.Davis, M.5.Emnart, J.E. Evans, Julian W.Godwin, N.C.Magnuson, W.E.Yapp, and W.J
Mathdas, Trustees of Fifth Avenue Methodist Church, parties of the secomd part, all of the
County of New Hanover and State of North Carolina; .

WITNEGSbHETH:

THaT THE 5aID parties of the first part, for and in consideration of the sum ofTen
{¥10.00) dollars and other valuable consider-tions to them in hand paid by the parties of the
secord part the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, have given, granted, bargained and sold
aliered and conveyed, and by these presents do hereby give, grant, bargain, and sell, alien,
convey end confirm unto the said parties of the second part, and to their successors and assigns
forever, all that certain tract of land lying and being in the City of ¥ilmington, County of New
Hanover and State of North Carolina, bounded and described as follows. to wit:

BEGIMNING IN THE SOUTHERN 1ine of Nun Strest elehty-twe (82) feet six (6)inches east of
the intersection of the southern linme of Num Street with the eastern line of Fifth Street,
running thence eastwardly with and’ slong the southern line of Nun Street fort -one (41) feet
three(3) inches; thence southwardly parallel with Fifth Street sixty-six |§6Yfeet;'_€Eence
Westwardly parallel with Nun Street ferty-ome (4l) feet three (3) inches; theénce 'northwardly
parallel with Fifth Street sixty-six { feet to the point of beginning, the same ‘being part

of lot (ne (1) in Black one hundred, four (LO4)} according to the offieial nlan of the Gty of
Wilmington. )

SUBJECT, HOWEVER, to a deed of trust in faver of C.D. Hogue, Trustee for Cn‘oper'ﬂtive
Savings & Loan Association dated May 2,1955 in the originel amount of Three thousand three

| ! gungred fifty($3,350.00) dollars and recorded in Book 585 at page 293 of theNew Hanover County
: egistry. "

TO HaVE AN0 TO HOLD the above granted and described premises, together with all apd
singular,the rights, privileges, easements, tenements, and apourtemances thereunta belonging,

or in anywise aBRertaining unto the said parties of the second prt, their successors and assigns
in fee simple FOREVLH.

And the said parties of the first part, for themsslves, their heirs, and exscutors and
administrators do covenant to and with the said parties of the secdnd part, their succdssors
and assigns, that the{ are seized in fee of the above granted and described premises, and they
have go rlg;ht. to sell and convey the same in fee simople; that the same are free and clear
from any and all encumbrances, and that theywill and their heirs, executors and administrators
shall Warrant and Defend the title to the same against the lawful claims and demands of any and
all persons whomsocever.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the said parties of the first part have hereunto set their hands
and affixed their seals the day and year sbove written.

John W.Campfield{Canfield) {seal)

U.5. Doc. Stamps $1.65 — Bertha Mae Campfield (Cenfield)(seal)

STATE OF NORTH CaROLINA
COUNTY OF NEw HaNOVLR

I,Elizabeth Lewis, a NotaryPublic in and for the State and county aforesaid, do hereby
certify that John W. Caapfield (“Yanfield) and his wife, Barths Mae Campfield(Canfield) persona 1l
appeared befare methis day and acknowledred the due execution of the foregoing and anmexed
instrument for the purposes therein expressed.

Witness my hand and seal this 23 day of April 1958

Elizabeth Lewis
(notarial seal} Notary Public
My commission expires April 24,1958

STATE OF NORTH CAHOLINA
NEW HaNOVER COUNTY

The foregoing certificate of Elizaheth Lewis, NotaryPublic of New Hanover County is
adjudged to be correct, Let the instrument with the certificate be recorded.
Thig the_ 25 dayof April 1958

Ethel A. Brown,Deputy
\

Glerk Superior Court
Recelved and recorded April25,1558
at 3:55 P.M. and verified.

Regigter of %eeds .

CaRL FaLES, BT UX ¢ STAIE OF NORTH GaROLINa
T0 ; COUNTY OF NEW HaNOVER DEED

TR5. FIFTH AVEKUE METHODIST CHURCH This indenture, made this the 22nd day of Aeril,
DEED : 1958, by and between Carl Fales and wife, Pearl Fales,

I L T U T of the County of New Hanover and State of North
Carolina, parties of the first vart, and C.C,Davis, M.9. Emmart, d.E.Evans, Julian W, Godwin,
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a map ol #0614 aubdivision veaprded in :ng Baok &, Page 66 of the Hew Bamovir County Régli'try.i

4
SECONMD THACT INBRING all of Lots ), 17, 18, 25, 24 36, 37 smd 52 of Azalen Holghte aogording
to A Map of wrid Axalea Heighta at'thdi\"lah'm r' et in Lp Book 5, Page 39. o#hth; Rew ;Ino%r
County Hegimtiey, i
THIRD TRACT: BETHU Lhe Worthern ome helf of Lote 9,10,11,12 of Asales He 8

map of sedd Aznlea
feglatry,

TOUETHIR with all and atigylar, the Lande, Lunswents exsensnts and SpPUFtencnoEs thereto
holenging ‘or in anywise appertdining,

0 HATE AKD TO HOLY the above gronted and describpsd pricides; togother with, all and singuln
the rights, privilagse, sanes benelants and appirtantnces therounto telonging or in
anywlee sppartitnige, unte the fd parties of the S&cond part, their heirs and asaigns, in
fea alsfple, Loraver,

coordding to i
Aghte subdivision recordad in Map Book 5, Page 69, o _l.‘h; Kon Hn::""}ar c:imr.y

L O N

J L e i TR &

IOy

4

ARD the whdd partizs of the ‘Tirst part,do covensst to and with tha mald partios of thé sscond’
Tf, that thay ara seitod of the esid fsos tn foo ond have the righl to convey the dmae :
D fae simple; that the sama-ars frov andiclear of all encwsbramces, and Lhat bLhey do herahy

and Will forever Warrant and Delfand the tikle to Lhe same aguinal the claims of u!l peraons
whomsoover.

IN HITRESS ¥IMHBOF, the said partiss of Lhe £
their seals, zl) thae diy and year First above

B LA ]

t part bhave hersunto Bet thelr hapds and affi

{]]
tton.

Johenie A. Bdens {SEAL)

aNrar

FOATH CAROLIRA
¥RE wANOVED colaTy,

I, John E, Walker, & Botary Publie in and
horeby certify'that Johrile A, Bdons and wife, Elizshath C.
@ this day ani acknowledged the dva exseulion of the for

Elizabalh G,Fdens {3BAL}

e ki g et BT T A

e

the Btata and County aforeanid, do
088, persosally appeared belore ©
inntr-lnem.. i
Vithass my hand and notarial soad Lhia Loih day of\Qckobar 1957, !

- ]

{Natarial sesl} dohn E. Wa¥ger, Notacy Public, !
My Cowalseion wxpires April 18, 1959,

STATE OF KORTH CAIOLINA,
HEU HAMOVER CODWTY.

T T v -

-

The Foregoing Certificate of John K Walknr, a Hotary Public of Wew lanover Count

is adjudged to Ve correst. Lt the inatrumwnt with Lhe Csrbificates be rocorded, This the
10th day of Ootobery LS57.

Armde N P G ek b M e 4T S 84

Elma G. Jore; Deputy {
facelred akd recorded the L0uh day of Oatober, Bleck of Superior Sowt, :
1937 st 2-45 P.M. and verified, i
ber o £ O %3_- t+66 i
KAKIE . HEAWYY : L ‘66
T0 H STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 5
1n'RS_ PIFTH AVE K¥TH CH H COUNTY OF NE4 RAROVER, '33} a‘)(

- e v e e v wm W W

THIS INDERTURS, Hade Lhin the day of October 1957, by an
batweon Mamie W. Hewitt {umsarried} party of the Piest part, and €.C. ua is, M5, amu'-n.,.!.si?

v
Bvang, Jullan W, Sodwin, B.C., Mugnuson, W.B, Topp, and W.J. Hathias Trustees of ¢ifth Avenue

Fetnodist Church, parties of the sec part, ail of the County of few Hihover and State of |
Harth “Yarolimm. ]

WITHESSETH: That the said Lgnﬁ.y of the flrst purt, for and &1 conssderebion of ;
the $wn af Ten ($10.00] iollars, and other voluable considerations Lo her Ln hans paid by Lhe!
tise of the second ki the rocelpt whersof is herehy neknoslodged, has given, granted, 1

rgRinad and seld, al ened and conveyed, wmad by these prasents does l'lerubr give, granmu, f:arfni.n
#nd sell, alien, convey and confirw unto the said pPrtisy of the second part angd to thatr
heirs lné asgigns forever, all that gactain lot or tgam:el. ol ,lnm!“]gln;-md taing in the Citylof
Vilmington, "County of New Hanover and State of Har tarolins, boundad dnd de bl ag Folloles

to-wit:
BEGINNING IN THE Rastern line of Fifth Street at a pednt ainaty nins {59} Coet {
novtivardly from its intwrsackdon wikh the Northern 1line of Chureh Street, rumng

£ then th=
wardly alang gald line thirty three (33} Feat, thenca easwai'dl.yi Er‘ap.ai‘wil.h [ arén'gzrﬁl

e s AR e e et b etk <1 My

A et PRl ad

L} one
hundrad, Sixty five (365) fast, thence southwardly parallel wit [y Bireat thirty thros {
Eenb, r.l'ug:ce - ;riﬁ{g parallel with Church Street cne hundred, Sixly Five {165} feat te thp 3

auk-arn ng o

eat, the point of Bagimim Bume bai b of Lot Five {5} in B}
gle ’{‘;’""“ ad four {104} lécordln; %0 the n!‘fi:ia%lphn of m:sc!r,y i
3PCLliNa, !

T0 HAVE AND T0 HOL) the dbove granted and deatribed -peeniees, togather with all .
and singular, the rights, priviliges,.sasdments, tenemsnts and appurteninces thorsunto &
belonging, or in saywise appertainming wmto the gasd purtisa of 'thd ssecond part, thels mcusgu

of ¥ intfgton, Rorth ¢

T L A

and assigns, in Qe dmple, Corevsr,

PR

. r

. ARD tha said party of the firat part, For RKarself, her heirs and exeeutors apd
adnialutrasory does dovunanl o rdwith Lhe ssid partias of une-secomt pirt, Lheis successorsh
and a3Bigns, that whe o seised in-fee of the <ubove granted and degcrihsd soemiges, unt she
has good right to sall and convey Lhe saae in fee simple; that the saoe iy free and clasr Prod

i

i

A o g s a2, 1

i
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from sny and ‘211 sneunbeancen, wnd that sha will sod hor helre,: executars and adwindsirotops
shall Warrani and efent the ﬁt.le to Lha same sgainer the 1awbul claima and' domends of any
: and all parsons whomzosvar,

IR TRSTIMONY WHELEDP, tha said party of the' First -pavt
affixed hor secl, the dayand yesr ahng: ﬂiil-tnn.

(§4.40 US toc Stemps)

STATE OF NOATH CARDLINA,
COUNTY OF HEY RAROVE (.

hna hrdunto set far hapd and

Hiza Mumin ¥. Hewett (BEAL}

A L

-do hara
i3 day and acknow- i
PUrpOhes tharaln

I, Oordon K, Tilden, a Motary Public in snd ke Lhe Stato and cm-tz aforesatd,
SebLily that Maaie W, Howatt {Unmarried) parsonally appoétred belors ms t

Ledped 22; ‘dua axecutlost of the foregoing and armaxed instrument far Lhe
BAEEd . : . ‘. -

el Witnass my hand and seal, chis the 10th day of Detohar 1957,
{Hotarial saal)
i My cosmission expires July 5, 1959

BTATE OF ROATH CAROLINA,
HEX HANDVER COUNTY,

- aar

Gordon K. Tildun, Wotury Public,

Tha Foregolng Certifieata of Bordon K.

is adjudged to ba correct. Let the ngtrumsn

Tilden, a Rotary Public of New Hanover Coutn
1 10th day of Qetober 1357,

E:
t with the Cortiffcates be recomled. This u’n
Yornell veVano, Ass'y

{ tlark of Superfor Covet.
. Ratelvad and rocerded the 10Lh day af
i Betobay 1957 al 4-00 PN, and verified.

O N R

Lol

\ STATE OF NOATH CAROLING,

COURTY OF WE4 HANOVEL.

RICKOLAS J. PONDS, ET X
il Salnle THIS UREQ, mude this October 4, 1957, by aod betwssn Johs
s kafalan, widgwer, phirty of the fipst pacL, and Nicholas 4. Penow, and wifa Bvk Kelalas Fonos,
Parties of the secand part, 811 of the County of Rew Hanover in thé State of North “p

ETH: The

roliva,

WITHESS ty of the [irst pare, for ant In consideration of the ava of Ten
($10,00) Dollars and oth

1parties o the second pa

o hazd paid by the said
at md Befare the vnmunshund delivary of theas
Emupt of which ia herab d g

] Preagents, the
¥y Weknowlodged and confeaszed, hag givan granted and bargained ,eold
conveyed and confivmed, and \py thess eaenis, doss glve,grant bargain,sell convey and eon ra
unto the parties of the sacon pary, their heirx and lslia.! forevar, aﬁ. that certain lut,
Y parcel or track of tand, situabe, lying and be in vhe Wty of Wilmington, Cown
:Mangver, Stete of North ‘“arolisa
" and degcribed az follows:

t-¥ of New
Ruown as Lot £306 of O ér Bxtenelon Subdiviwion, bounded
: BEING ALL OF LOY HO. 306, Thre

§ix as the ame 12 shewn ou the offSclnl plan
:or Hop of Oleander, and rocoeded fn th offfice of Lhe dngister of Deads of Now. Hanover County
fin Map Book 3, e 2, which sald map Dw refsrend to far a mora detatled deseription of the
j Lot hereln comveyod, said lot fromiing on'the Sasterly eids of Hawthorne koad 75 feet by 200
Taqu deop, and being tha same lppdz &on to John Kefalas by deed recorded fp Baok {89, Fage
120, of the Naw Hanover County Reglstry. :

LRI

JEERY

AT e -

+

RS

=

. TG HAYE AND PO BOLY the above grantod afd described landa apd premisea, - Logether with
a1t and m§ngular, the tehements, horeditamenta ani\ appurtensncas thershuto baloaging to the
‘partivs of the seoond part, their heirs snd ags arever.

?
ARD the party of the fipsb part, for himsell, ‘is hairm snd personal representstives.
[ Covenanta and agreas to and «ith the rarkisn of tie aechnd purt, that the nﬁurf.y of the first
- part ie sofned of an indefoasitle estate of inheritance h\:nd to sild Janle and premtnsy
.and has & good right, full power amd Luseful authority, Lo bell and cosvey the seme in Lee,
that the same are Pree ani clear of 41l encumbrances whatssevar, and ha wiil and his heivs ans
sul&d l‘zm-mnal representatives shall warrant and defend the tix

Eﬂ [-]

[Eyy—

of the same wity the reing
Second part, thedr heirs and aspigas forever, -

Ebls leallfh :Sfu:fﬂstmi‘h:i:: mg :{1:2:“{‘1:-5; part pda- hereunty pet iz hand and affiied

$(43.30 U3 Doc Stanp}

§STATE OF BOATH GAROLIMA, \
;I}OUN'H‘ OF NE:F RANOVMR,

: 1, Ruth M, S{irerran, flotary “Public 1n ami for the aforesaid State und County, do
!m:hy eertify thot John Xefalaa widewer, persosully appesred befors me this day amd acknows
!ledged the due execution of the Foregoing tnsbrument. fob the FUrpOsed thersin stated,

" Witneas my hand and Motaris: Seel this the L0th day ol October 1957,
g(ﬂourlal Saul)

*dohn Kelalns {SEAL)

Ruth H. Silverman, Notary Poblje
¥y comeisslon expires L-10-58

STATS OF KORTH GAYOLINA,
NEC HANOVER mOWTPY,

The Foremoiag Gertifscote of Zuth K. Sijvergan a Notary Public of New Hemover County

et oy AL VL s Ry
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STATE OF NCATH GaROLIiA : L ?
COUNTY OF MEM HAMOVER

WHEREAS, pathe 24th dayof February 41953, Lloyd X,
Wolfe and his wife, Eleanor R."clfe, conveyed by deed

S0 w. CAMPFIELD, BT Ly

TRUSTAES, FIFTH AVENUE MbUHODIST CH
WARRANTY UikD

[EICTRTY

-

- = tha within deacyibed tract of lund to John W.Canfield
and his wife, Berths Mpe Canfield, which finstrument ie recorded inm the office of the Re=ister
of Deeds of New Hanover County inBook 520 wt vapa 107, and

o WHEREAS, the neme "Canfield" should hove read "Cewpfield", and

WHEREAS, the s2id John W.Camplield and his wife, -Berths Mae Campfleld ars conveying
the said property and Are desirous that their pames be caorrscted ms of record; therefors, be
it known that Jobr W Gnfleld snd wife, Berths Mae Geni'ield, are in fact John W.Camofield and
wifs, Bortha Kae Campficld,

Now, THEREFORE, THIS INDENTURE, made this the 2)rd dsy of April 1958, by and betwmen
Jchn W.Cugfielqlﬁanﬂc].d} and his wifa, Bertha Mag Campfield ( Gu:l.fisldf,parti.es af the first
part, and C.C.Daris, M.3.Emuert, J.B. Bvana, Julian W.Godwin, N.0.Magnuson, W.B.Yopp, and W.d
Mathdas, Trustess of Fifth Avenue Mathodist Church, partles of the eecond pert, ell of the
County of Kew Hmnover ind State of Rorth Carolina;

WITNEOLOSETH:
THaT THE 54I0 parties of the Pirst part, for and in sonafderation ef ths sum ofTan

(¥10.00) dollars and other waluable considerttions to them in hend paid by tha partiez of the
ascond part the receipt whareo! iz hereby acknowledged, lave glven, granted, bargained ang mldl

o

allepsd and conveyed, and by thesa presencs do hereby give, grant, bargain, and sall, alien,
aconvey and confirm usto the said parties of the segqond part, and to their suceceasors apd sssi nsf -
forever, all that certain tract of land Lying and’ baing in the City of Wilmingtonm, County of ﬁn
Hanover and State of North Carolina, bounded and deacribad as follows. to wit!

¢ BEGIMNING IN THE SOUTHBRN line of Nun Streat sishiy-two (82] feet aix {6}inches sast of
the intersection of the Bouthern line "of Wun Strmet with the sastsrn 1ine of Fifth Street,
rumiag thence esatwardly with =nd' along the scutherm lins of Kun Stiest tnrt.}v-one (41) £ set
three(fi inchaa; thence southwardly parallsl with Fifth Stree? ®lxty-aix (G6) Ceet; nce
Weatwardly rarallel with Hun Street forty-ons (L1} Fest thres (3] inches; thatica ‘northwardly
grnllel with Fifth Street sixty-six ([ feet to the point of beginaing, the same ‘being pars

lot Qus (1) in Block ons hundrad, four {104) sceording to the offieisl plen of the [ty of
Wilmington. *

SURJLCT, HOWEVER, to a deed of trust in faver of C.D. Hogue, Trustes for Conperstive
Savings & Loan Association dated Moy 2,1955 in the original awount of Three thousand three

R‘uﬁr:d £ifty($3,350.00} dollars and recorded in Bock 585 at nege 293 of thelew Hanover Sounty
atry. '

70 HAVE ANy 70 HOLD the above granted and descrited premisss, togmther with all and
ninfular,t.he rights, privilcges, easemsnts, tenememts, and apourténances thereunto beloagin

&
or in anywise anﬁrtain:lng unto the said varties of tfe second mrt, their succeascrs and aanlgna
in fee a{:ph ¥rk. '

And the said parties of the first part, for themselvee, their heirs, aml executors and
sdministratora do covenant to end with the said parties of the seednd part, their suecdssors
and assigna, that thay are esimed jn fee of the abova gravted and described premizar, amd they
bave go righb to soll end convey the same in fes simula; that the same are free and olepr
from &ny and all encumbrances, and that theywlll and their heirs, exesutors snd adwinistratora

sball Warrent snd Defend the title to the same against the lawtul claims and demasda of mny and
all persons whomepever.

I TESTIMONY WHEREQF, the said parties of the first part have hereunto set their hands
and affixed their seals the :hy and year zbove written.

John W.Canmileld{Canfiald)} {ssal}

8.8, Doc. Stenps $1.65 - Berthe Mae Cawpfield {Canfinld)(sesl}

STATL OF MORTH CARQLINa
COUNTY OF MEw HaNOVLR

I,Elizabeth Lewis, » NotaryPublic in and for the State and ominty aforesats. de hersby
cartify that John W. Campfield (“anfield} and his wife, Bertha Mae Camprield(Canfielq) parsonall
appaared befors mathis day end acknowledred ths due exeoution of the ferepodng spd armexed
inatrument for the purposas therein expressed.

¥itneas my hand snd seal this 23 da; of April 1958

R llzgbeth Lewls

(notarial seal} Notary Public
¥y comineion axplres April 24,1953

STaTE OF NORTH GaROLINA
HiW HaNOVEM GOUNTY

The Coregoing certificate of Eliszabeth Lewia, NotaryPyblic of Kew Hanover County 1s
adjudged to be correct. Let the inAtrument with the cartificate be recorded.
This the 25 dayof April 1gsg ]

e S

Ethel A. Brown,Deputy
Clerk Superior Court
Beceived and pscorded April25,1958

at 2:55 P.M. snd verified.

EEW.— 0 E}Dé - 49 F5%
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CaRL FalbhS, BT Ut ¥ STATE OF NORTH GaMOLIMa

70 ! COUKTY CF NEW HANOVER DEED

TRS, FIFTH AVENUE METHODIST CHURCH . This indenture, made this the 22nd day of Aorll,
DEED + 1958, by and wetwsen Carl Pales and wife, Paarl Fales,
--------------------------- o——————— of the County of Mew MNapover and State of North

Caralira. navties of the f£irut wars. and .0 Navia & Bemart J R fvens Tuldam W lAadwdw



H.0.Magnumon, W.E.Topp end W.J.Mathiaa, Trustees,BIFAfeh Avsnce Methodist Chureh, 211 of ‘the
GCounty of New Honover and State of Hon":h Carelina, parties of the sscond part,

WITHKESSETH:

THAT THE Sa1D PaRTIES of the first part, for and in-considerstion of the sum of Ten t
{$10.00) dellers and other valuable considarations to them in hamn paid by the said parties

of tha sacond nart, the receipt whereof iz herbby ucknowlsdged, have given, grantad bargained

#0ld, alisned and conveyed, and by these prezents do herahy giva, prant, barrain, nsil, sllian

c'm“XH“d confirm unto the sald parties of the second oert, and to their successors and wasi, ns
VAH, all that certaln lot or percel-of land, situated, lying and being in the Sounty of

' 4 Henover and State of North Garolineg, and more particelarly described ms follava: towit:

BEOINNING AT @ point in the southern line of Nun Street 123 feut 9 inches eastwardly
from the intersection of the southen line of Wun Strect with the eastera line ofFifth Street; ning
thence eartwardly.with apd aleng the southern line of Wun Street 19 feat 7 inches; thence seuth-
wardly and parellel withFifth Strest {g‘reat; thence Westwardly parsllel with Mup Street, 19 faet
inches; thence nerthwardly parallal w Fifth Streat 66 feet to the point of Bsximning, ;
Together with snd subject t0 an sassment ofer a strip of land described a8 follows: Beginning a
p:gm: in the southerniine of Kun Street 1&3.%4 feet sast of the interasection of the southarn line
of Nun Street with the sastern line ofFifth Street, runn thence eastwardly with the southerp
line of M Street 7 feety thencs southw:;i'g parallel witk Fifth Street £6 feet; thence westwa ¥

W

parallel with Nun Strast '5 feet; thence ardly parslisl wth Fifth Strest 66 Feet to the
point ofbeginning. ‘

| Together with 211 ard ainguler the landa, tansaents,ssesments and appurtenances thereto belon;:lnﬁ
| or in anywise 2opertaining, . .

| TO BAVE aM} TO HOLD the sbowe granted p and described premises, together with'sll and
singulsr, the rights,priviieges, essements tenanents, and sppurtenancea thersunto beloaging, or
in anywise appertaining unto the said partiu af thé second part their successors and apsipma,
in fes simple,FOLEVAR, Subject to tazes for the year 1058,

And the said partier of the first part, for themselves, their heirs, axecutors and
ad#inistrators, do covenant to and with the ssid gutus of the second part, their suecessars
and npsi that they are sedzad in Tea of the above granted snd deseribed #uiees, ond they
huve puﬂight mul! and conyey the same in Fee simo } that the same are fres apd clesr from
any 's&g all encumbrances and thst they will aml thein helrs] executord and administrators shajl
Witk Ald UEFBNU the title to the case ugainst the lawful clairs and demands of any end mll
psraona whopsoayer,

I¥ T-STIHONY WHERROR, the said perties of the firat part have hereunto set their hends
ond affixed tholr seals, the day and ysar firat above written,

[P —

Carl Falas (eeal)
U.8, DOU. STJMPS * §5,50 _ Pasrl Fales “(aeal)
STALL OF MOWIH CaROLINa
COURTYOF Nha HnMOVER

I,Boger W, "ewlett, a notary public in and for the count.s and State aforagaid, do h.z-:*
certify thet Carl Falea and wife, Pearl Falss, porscnaliy apoenred tefors me this day ant gekn
ledged the due sxecutlon of the fore instrument,

Witmess my hend and seal this 22 dayof April 1958

Roger W.Bewlett
{notarial aeal)

Hotary Public
My commisslon expires: July lst 1955
STATE OF HOMTH CuROLYNA '
lisW EaNOVali COUREY
The foregeing certificate of Roger W.Hewlett, potary g:hlic of New Banover Gounty, is L
adjudged to be correct, Let the instrument with the cartifdcats recorded. This the 25 dayof

April 1958
James H,idams ,Deputy
Clerk Superior Coury

Racalved and recorded April 25,1958
at h:hO P.M. and verified.

ry ar oeds

KeMSEY FEED COMPadY j BORTH CAROLINA =
AP R U ey,

L B. waT 1 A T, SUE thix 2 of Apri
LhusE ‘J‘ P : » 3 m pr lllgﬂ

between Ramaey Faed Comvany, Lessor, party of the firstapart

- ryrcdid LoH.Watking, Lassee,party of the sdcond art £
County and State aforesaid, - WITMESSETH: ' EESSEE PATE: both of thi ]

TRaT SnlD narty of the first part, in conslderstion of the covenments and agreements,
hereinafter mentionsd, to be fulfilled tﬁe party of the zecond part, for a period of 12 monthe
~§ -frem-the -dats of this agreement;—tha Tol described personal proparty, to wit: I I

5 - &' AR.Wood gaz broodess
16 - 4' auto waterers with valves
32 - 1 zas chick wstersrs [
60 - 5 7 Brolles feeders

i

conditionn, menaly:

(®) The wonthly rent during safd term shall be ¥20.07 which the lasses

vay in advance, at the beglnning of each month; during the life of this lease.

Te have amnd to hold the same For snid'peﬁ.od of' 12 months, upon the following terms a I
hereby agraaal

{b) I said lessae shall fail or neglect topay any in=tsllment of ranot when due, or
shall neglect to perfors any condition o hiz part foi 30 davs sfter celd lestor mav enter wnon J




s

) TO, EAVE ANDTO HOLD the shove grantad and described premives, together with all and
singular, the rights, privileges, pasementa, ténemsnts, apd appurtenances tharsonts be tng,
or in anywiss\appartaining, unto the ssid purties of the sacond oary, their heirs and assigns, i
fae simple, fukever; subjeet , howsver, to thodse restrictions set out in a Décleration of Restriftions
racorded InBoo bt page’ 74, inthe Kow Hanover County Registry,

And the\maid parties of the fivet vart, for themselves, their heirs, executors, amd
adminiatratore, do‘covenant to end with the aaid pertiss of the second part, their hasrs and
assilgns, thet they dre seixed in fes of the above granted and described premises, with the execppion
of the aove noted remtrictions; AL they have good right ta sell smd convey the same; that |
the same are fras and dlear from suy mid all encusbrances; and that they will and thelr halrs,

\ mmmtl-:&.aml eduinistrators shall WaHRANT sHD DEFEND the btitle to the soms against the 1awful

PSS

claimn demonds of any.and all persons whomsoever,
IN TESTINONY F, the oaid parties of the first part hsve harewto zet vheir hands
and affixed their seals, all zhe day and year Pirst wbowa written.
d\u Paul Stone,8r. - {zeal)
U.8.Uoc.Stamps $5.60 4 Effie Pearl Stene (regl}
BPATR OF NOBTH CARCLINA \

COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

' I, Lena M.Batts, o Eotary mu}e.‘:n ani for the State snd Oount¥ aforemald, do here
certify that Paul Stone snd wife,Bffie Fearl Stone, perzonally sppasmred befors m this day snd
acknowledged the dus execution of'ut,he fare instroment

Vitneas my band and official ees the 28 diy of April 1958,

Lena H.Batts
Rotary Public

(notarial meal)
My coenission explires: 1-25-5%

STATE OF NORTH Bgl-llﬂ

NEW HaBOVER COUM
The £mguhfﬁcenluut- of Lana M,Bptts, nat publia of New Hanover Courty 1s ad-
jndg;d te be correct.
) 4

t the instromet with the certifichte be meoorded, This the 9 day of

Escelved and recorded May 9, 1958
at 9:35 A and variried.

el Gt ) SO0~ [
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HaNOVEN COUNTY & GTTT OF WILKINGTON 3 ~.STATE OF NORTH CARULINA
COUNTT OF HEW HANOVER

TRS, FIFTH aVENUE METHQDTS CEURGH

DEED
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‘ THIS DIDENTURE, W UE thig Sth day of May,
1958 by and betwoen Kew Hemover County and the Cicy

214 - of Wilmington, municipal rations parties of

the firat port; and JulienW, Godwin,C.C.Devis, M. 8.Emmart, J.B.Evans, K,C. uson, W.J. Matthiias
and W.E.Yopp,frustoes and their suceessors of Fifth Avenue Mzthodist bhurch, of Wil n, ¥
Carglina, parties of the second park; - . .

. W'ITNESSETH:

THal b SaID E-rt.ha of the first part, for and in consideration of the som of Thrae
hwnéred an ¢ . seventy ( §370.00) dollsrm, to them in hand paid by the sald parties of the seeon
part, the recsipt whereof ie hareby ecknovledged, have given, granted, burg:!.ned and sold, alienhd
snd conveyed, snd by these presents do hereby give, grant, bargain snd asli, aliem, convey apd -
form wsto the said partias of the second pavh, amd to their sutcesaors and nssigns, ferever, a

and Etate of North Carolinm, ducribcii:ﬁ follw:l:! to wit: yof . gton, County anoier

Beginning ot & point in the Northern lims of Church Street 1373 faet epstwardly from
dts Intargection with the Eustern l1ine of Fifthitreet, and running thence asetvardly along said!
Rorthern line of Church Street 27} fest, thance nerthwardly parallel witk Fifth Street 66 feet,
Westwardly perallel with Ohurch Strest 27) feat, and thence soutiwerdly partilel ever Fifth

66 feet to tha begimiing. The same being nart of Lot 6,Black J.OI
plan of the City of Wilmington, N.Cj
Ba also the ssme lot canveyed G.C. MeIntire, Conmissioner, to the vartiea of the

ing
firet part,dated April 13,1949, emd recordsd inSook 429, page” 547,0ffi0n of thz Repgister of Dead
of New Hencver County. : .

hence

» actording to the officif}

Together with all and sfagular, the landa, tenements easement® md appurtenan the
bealonging, or in smywise apperteining.. v * ' " cea -

N .
T0.BAVE alUTO ROLD the aforesald landz md prewis es, together with all pights, privil
essamants and spptertenaness thereunto belonging, or in lﬂwis; the reunto - ru!ntnig!: nl'n,: tl:: o5
parties of the second part, theirssuccassers and asgigns, in fee nisple, forever,

-« -—IN TERSTIMONY WHEREDF & New Hanover Count hae canzed this instromect to be esacnted in
its behzlf by itz Bomrd of County Commizsfonars '.Knoum its Chairmen J.Makcolm Hall,Jr, sng
attected by Its Clerk, and itz corporate seal-tobe hereto affized, and tl&- Oity of lhl-ugr.an
oas ceused this inmtrument to be exscuted in ite nams » Attested by ftk “lerk, with its corporat !
seal to'ehereto sffixed, nll onthe day and year first sbove written erd by authoriiy duly =Iw

3

{County sual) ‘NEN BANOY ER GOUNTY .
Attest: W.G.Houek B J.N.Hall,dp . _
Coonty Blerk_ Choirmen of Beard afCounty Commiasiongph,
(City of ¥ila - u g%’!! OF WILMINCIOK
1ty of Wi ton - Ses J.K.L.Wade
Attu;m Ehrylfngwtherhn: ¥ayar

City Qlerk




STATE OF NORTH CaROJLINa

COUNTY OF NBW RANOVER .
This 8th day of May,1958, personally ceme bafore

in and for the State snd eouvnty af

the common seal of New. Hanaver County, and is ::zun

nted with d,
Chairman of the Bosrd of Oount: Copmiasioners,

that ke
inatrument, an

attestation of the due axecut
of Gounty Comuissioners,
Withess uy hesd and notarial =eal this the 8 deyof May 1958,

{noteris) sesi) dohn E.¥alker
My commission expires: Aprii 14,1959 Kotary Public

STATEQF KCRTH CARDLINA
COUNTY, OF NEW BANOVER

Ip and for the States and county aforasaid
she knews the sommon sesl of the City of imingten, amd i sequainted

=aw the &
:ud thet she, the said Mary D, Southerland,Clerk ae sforesald

Witness band and notarisl seal this 7th day of May 19
v Evelyn B.l'zrﬂll

Notary Fyphlie
(notarislsesl) My cormission expires: May 31 1959

%‘a’l‘ﬁ OF MRTH CAROLINa ~ :
HANCVER COUNTY .

recorded. This the § day of May,1958
Ethél A. Brown,Deputy
Clerk Superier Colrt

Recsived and recorded Muy ¢,195%
at 10-15 A.M. =nd led,

- m s e eememew o oE o ow - - wm ow e e om o o om E= oW B BB R

aecond part;

snd other coneiderations --Dollars, to them paid by the partise of the
receipt of which is heraby acknowledged, have bargatned and sold, and

grant, bargain, aell and convey to maid partiss of the second part
a cortain tract

lands of snd othe'y and bounded as follows, vix:

flew Hanover Connty,
hY

appurtenances thereto belaongl to .the said parties of the second pANL
asaigns to thedir only use lndnﬁéhnur forqﬁrr“ \ !

they are seimed of said premises in and have right to convey infee o

IN YESTINONY WHEREOF, THE SkID parties of the firat part haye
and sesls the day and year firat above written.

Pearl P. Harding
Atteat: B.E.Stutts U.B. Rarding

STATE OF NOLTH QAROLINR
D AVIDSON COUNTT

I,E.E.Stutts, notary publie , do hereby dertify that Pearl P.Har
U:iB. Harding personslly sppezred bafore me this duy wnd acknowledged th
the annexad desdof convayance

Witnsas wy hard and notaria seal this 1st day of May A.D. 195

E.E.Stutts
(motarial seal} N.P.

¥y cogmission expiree Feb. 27,1550

WITBESSETH, THAT SAID paptias of\the first part im consideratfon of Tan{$10

John E.Waller, e Kotar Pahlic,

me
oresuid, W.B.Houd(iwho being dlﬂ'zllwﬁnﬁ -0y, that he knowe
co

1 £a, and that bey t.h: aim.uiguuck. 1: Llark of New

Hanoyer Count: d sew the said Chairman o ¢ Board BN omelesioners «ign

) v, ahd saw the aaid Common asal of said Downty of Nsw Hanover affixsd to ¢
by said Cnafrman, smd that he, the sald ¥.G. Bouck, Clerk an aforessid, sigmed bin name igy

fon of said ins trument in thepressnce of xaid Chairman of ths Board

all, Jr, whois

t £ 1954 al fore mu,Evelyh L.Farrell, s Noi ic .
e ih day_of Kay,1958, Baraom ﬂr?ﬁ&ouﬁhulanﬁ. -:5'.’ bdnitgu}y'r mm‘?.',f“l'ﬁ.ﬁ
w 5

E.L.Wade, who

Citr o Him:ﬁnn, and sav the waid HMayor of thality of Wilmingtonm s{gn the forsgoing inst

is lﬁ;or of tho Gity of Wilmington, sid, thet sha, the said Mary B. Soytherland, is Clerk of the
comton seal of amid City of Wilmington affixed to said instrument by said Mayer

aigned her meme in attestation
of the dus executionof ssid fnstrument in the presenca of said )Ia;;r of the Gityof Wilmington.

The foregoing certificates of JohnE.Walker and Zvelyn L.Farrell, notapies public of
Rewlanoyer County, are adjudped to be correst. Let the instrument with the certificatas be

WM s om o= = m o B owoeaam

PEARL P. HAHDING aMD WUSBAN 1 NORTM CAROLINA .

H. LOKG aBb WIFE : m-mgscnm mad: 1 i
JOE H, 1] 2 ¢ this lat day of May A.D. 105
WaHRANTY DRED . H y A 958 vy

Pearl P. Harding and hushsnd U.E.Herding of Davidson
- County snd State of North Carplima of the first mre, to
Joe H.Long and wife, Lavells W.Long\ Davidaon Cowuty and State of North Caroling of tha

seecond part, the
these presents do

thelr heirs and asas
or parce) of 1and In Kew hnm-\ﬂimty, Stateof iwthcnmum, adJn!nh;? the

411 of Lot 22 in Block 14, sscording to officiel glan af the Town of Xura
Beach, recorded in Nep book &, pages 90 and § , in office of the Register of Deads of

To have andto hold the aforesald tract or parcel ‘of land, snd all urivileges and

their heirs and

And the seid partise of the firat part for themselves and tLheir heirs, executors 'm!
adainistrators i covenants with said rrt:l.es of tha sscond nert, their helra amd ussigns, that
L

imple; that the aame

sre fres and clesr from £l encombrsnces and that they do hereby forever warrant and will
forever defend the mald title to the sam against the elaims of cuwn whoanoever,

Teunto meh thely hands

e

al
al} =5
'{.\

N,
ding and hn’h-'nd,
e dus execution of

(sex1)

the forageir
said 1nstrument

-003 doll ar

™
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STATE OF HORTH CAMOLINA =
e 1

THIS xmmm,mm.:hq/?& day of \ {
May, 1969, by and between Ruby W, Legetn, Wido; LeRoy
Clifton Lebuin, Jr. » and Wife, Ianie p, LeCwing John Joseph
LeCuin and Wifs, Loutse ¥, LeGuin, a1l of the County of Nev
Hanover snd State of Borth Carolina, and Catheripe LaGwin

Blanchard and Wutband, William ¥, Blanchard, of the County
of Puplin and Srate of North Carolina, Parties of the First

Part, and L. §. Ballance; M, s, Envaart, Sr,; Eldridpe Fergus)
Robext L. Fergus, Sre} Ebe W. Codwin; W, ¢, Codein, and §. C.
Woodbury, Trustees of cia Fifth Avanue United Methodist
Church of WilaLagton, Novth Covoling, all of the County of

New Hanover and State of Rorth Caroling, Parties of the
Second Part,

HITHESS!'!E:

That the saild Pavties of the First Pact, For
and in consideration of the sum of Ten ($10.00) Dollars, and

P ——

other valuabla considerations to sach of Chem in hand paid

by the sald Purcies of the Second Pare, Trustees ap aforecaid,
the receipt of which ig heraby acknowledged, have glven,
granted, bavgained ang sold, aliened and conveyed, and by these

"

présents do hereby give, gract, bargaln and sell, atlen, tan-

i vey and confim unte the said Partiss of the Second Part,
their successors and essipgns, forever, all that certain

plece, parcel, or lot of lang, situated, lying and being in che
City of wilmington, County of Mew Hznover and State of North
Cavolina, and being more particularly described as follows,

Co~wit:
« W Ssumwgr Roal Ut 3y =~
[ 5 Lk . Wi/
i RTH £ Realteis =
5‘2 - pﬂ;ﬁimm vafbueseia =
- wrn g =
AAAO 8ot DaLR: * 2z .5* uum-‘ 460 =
0D FELE W RS, B
ORIEGTAA, &, ¢
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BEGIMNING in the Eastern Li
FiLEth Street at a point Sixty-Six |
Morth of the Wortheast intersectia
and Fifth Streets; running thencs
with the Bastemn line of Fifth Str
Three (33) feet; thence Eastwardly
with Church Street tne Hundred and,
{165) feet: thence Sonthwardly and
with Fifth Street: Thirty«Three {13
Westwordly snd parallel with Churc
Hundred and Sixty-Five (165) Feal
lios of Fifth Street, the Beginnin
park of the West half of Lot Mo, ¥
Fo. 104, according to the official
City of Wilnington, SAVING, ENCEPT
Yo the helrs and aseipng of Elizah
Deceassed, o righc-of-way for ingro
Co and over that certain strip of

BEGINNIRG [n the Eastern 11
Fifth Street at a point Sinty=Six J

of the Northeast intersecrion of ¢
Streers; ruming thenco NorChwardls
line of Fifth Streat Eight (8) e
wardly parallel with Chureh Strect
feer; thence Soutiwardly parallel
Eight (8} feet; thence Westwardly
Cheel Street Sixty-Six (66) Feet |
fax pedestriang, carts, wagous,
and all sther means of Cransportat:
over the said strip of land for t
LeCuin, Yeceasad, her heirs ond aq
ARD BEING the some property
to Elizaboth P, LeGwin (now daéeas.
Taylor and Wife, Mary Taylor, by &
1901, recorded ia Book 31, at )
subsequently conveyed by the gaid |
Lo LeRay C. LeCwin, by deed record
1913, in Book 73, at Page 259, of
Office of the Reglster of Deeds of

TQGETHER with all and singu
Lands, tenewents, easements aad ap|
unto belonging, or in anywise appe

TO HAVE ARD TO HOLD tha abo

seribed lands and presises, together wit]
the rights, privileges, sasenents, tancm -
therewnto belonging, or in anywisa apper
with all the xights, title and interest ¢
Flrst Part in said tight=of«uqy unto the
Second Part, Trustees as aforessid, thel:
assigna, Lo fae simple, forever.
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Recordinny Tio, Dogk mrut Page
Tax Lot No. . - - FParcel Idaotifer No. .
Verifimd by ... e ~ —-- ... Connty an the day of . 18
Maid after recording to | [ -

‘N ntrunent was repared by LOULS K. WewEGn, Attorney

Yool description fer 1he Index l

-

NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL WARRANTY DEED

. il
THES DEED made this 30 aaror I Dece R

LAV | by and betwees

GRANTOR

EHMA BELLAMY WILLIAMSON HENDREN

o1

GRARTEE

FIPTH AVENUE UNITED HMETHODIST CHURCH
& St
¢ s 5
‘;;Inu‘»gfﬂ"z ne. ze¥ol

Kiler In npprapeisia Sloek for suek pasty; mm-ul-m.m-lm.nmu-nplmu

The dmigoation Grantor and Grantes sy wred kevsin shall include said parties, their heirs, sucesssors, and amsigns, and
shall Include slnguiar, pleral, maseudineg, feminine or neuler ax raquired by context.

WITNESSETH, that the Grantor. for a valuabie considerstivn paid by the Cronlee. the receipt af which I hurehy
acknywledged, has and by these presents dees grank, banguin, sell and convey unto the Grantes i fes simple, ulf that

vvrlaln ot oz parce! of lund situnted in the Clty of
New Hanover

BEGINNING at a point in the north
iz eastwardly along said northera
northeast intersection of 5th and

. Tawnakip,

Cuunty. North Carnlina and more pmrticularly deseribed us follows:

ern line of Church Street which
line 110 feet from the
Church Streets, said beginning

point also wmarks the moutheast corner of a parcel of land owned

by Joseph 0. and Pauline Maulesby,
1242, Page 59 of the New Hanover Co

and described in deed in Book
uhty Registry; runs thence

From said beginning point, northwardly and parallel o Stk
Street, and along and with the Maultsby eastern line and the
eastern line of the parcel owned by Otis and Alice V. Pierce
described in deed recorded in Book 111%, Page 690 of said
Registry, 66 feet to the northeast corner of Pierce and the
property of grantee; thence along and with one of grantee's lines
eastwardly and parallel to Church Street 27.6 feet to a point;
thence Southwardly, parallel to S5th Street and along and with
anather of grantee's lines 66 feet to the northern line of Church
Street; thence westwardly dalong and with the northern line of
Church Street 27.6 feet to the BEGCINNING.

ER st 8 b M P Br S

Hat Buan Leam N 1€ UTm, Revrd £ 0977 prm ot s e o Eys tH, artueete W B P NGY 085570
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" This tract was eriginally puyrchased by John D. Bei lamy about
10?5. by him was willed to grantor's mother, Eljzabath Mcllbenny
Bellamy, who married John Walter Williamson, ang i rherited by

grantor from her mother,

In trust, that said premizes shali be kept, maintained, apd
disposed of for the benefit of The United Methodist Church and
subject to the usages and the Discipline of The United Methodist
Church. his prov sion iz polely for the benefit of the graptee, ™
and the grantor reserves no right or interest in said premfees, :;"
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