


February 19, 2023 Text: 1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7, 20 ''True Friendship" 
Friendship is more than just liking someone else. True friendship in-
volves my willingness to go to bat for the other even at damage to me. 
The story of David and Jonathan in this week's focal text is an exam-
ple of the kind of  true friendship. 

Students of the Bible disagree on some of the dimensions of the love 
that Jonathan and David had for each other. Did it have a sexual com-
ponent? In 1 Samuel 20:41, the two men kiss. In 2 Samuel I :26, David 
speaks of his love for Jonathan being greater than the love of women. 
For some, this honors David and Jonathan as a homosexual relation-
ship. For others, they note that the Hebrew word used for "love" in 
these verses is not the Hebrew word used for sexual love. Maybe we 
can agree on one point: the sexual nature of the relationship is irrele-
vant to the quality of friendship. 

Jonathan has two competing loyalties: his father, King Saul, and his 
friend David. Jonathan tries to connect the two; he takes his royal iden-
tity and gives it to David (1 Samuel 18:4). David is masterful as a sol-
dier (1 Samuel 18:5), so the king promotes him. That works until the 
populace begins to celebrate David more than they do Saul (1 Samuel 
18:7). This flips the switch for Saul who now tries to get rid of David 
(1 Samuel 18:10). This ''yes" and "no" pattern continues with Jonathan 
trying to stay in good relationship with his father and with David. (This 
push-and-shove continues well after this week's study passages.) 

The Hebrew word most often used for "friend" is rea<. That word 
comes from a root word that describes the kind of care that a shepherd 
gives to the flock. Is it any wonder that early disciples were moved to 
call Jesus "Good Shepherd"? (John 10:11) Jonathan and David had 
this kind of friendship, constantly caring for the other. Jesus says that 
friendship with God means keeping God's commands (John 15:10). 
What kind of friend am I? 

Indeed, what kind of friend am I? 

What Someone Else Has Said: 
Dinah Maria Mulock Craik is quoted in Jan Karon's novel Somewhere 
Safe with Somebody Good (G. P. Putnam's Sons): "Oh, the inexpressible 
comfort of feeling safe with a person: having neither to weigh thoughts 
nor measure words, but to pour them out, just as they are------chaff and 
grain together, knowing that a faithful hand will take and sift them, keep 
what is worth keeping, and then with the breath of kindness, blow the 
rest away." 

Prayer: 
As you prepare this lesson, let your prayer begin: "Holy Shepherd, You 
care for me; move me to graze in pastures green ... " 

February 26, 2023 Text: Matthew 16:21-28 "To Gain the World But Lose Our Life" 
When I was in the eighth grade, as we listened to our teacher explain 
a Mark Twain story, my friend Paul raised his hand and said, "Mrs. 
Gyles, I think you are wrong." A gasp of  shock rushed across the 
room. We were in a culture that did not challenge authority, but un-
derneath it all, I admired Paul for speaking up. 

Truth to tell, I also admire Peter for speaking up in Matthew 16:22. It 
is interesting how various translations have described what Peter did. 
Common English Bible says "scolding him." New Revised Standard 
Version reports "rebuke him." The Knox translation renders it: "re-
monstrating with him." Charles P. Williams offers "began to chide 
him." The N T  in Language o f  Today "started to correct him." Nor-
lie's version says "protestingly said to him." Moffatt's translation 
offers "began to reprove him." Truth to tell, I do not reprove/scold/re-
buke/chide Jesus with my words, but I have to confess that I do re-
prove/scold/rebuke/chide Jesus with my actions. 

Peter had just proclaimed that Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah 
(Matthew 16:16). The problem was that Peter did not understand all 
that it meant; he did not grasp the part about the suffering and death 
of  the Christ. I can understand Peter's failure. When I accept Jesus as 
my Lord and Savior, I often set aside the implications of  that. (Surely 
He doesn't mean I am to love my enemies! Surely He doesn't mean I 
am to forgive as I want to be forgiven! Surely He doesn't mean that 

I am to fight structures that keep people poor!) 

I'm glad that Peter was open and honest in sharing his insight (mistak-
en as it was) with Jesus. I'm also glad that Jesus was ready to confront 
Peter with the limits of  the disciple's understanding. Jesus recognized 
the temptation to judge success by worldly standards, such as "how 
many" and "how much." Following Jesus is defined more by a cross 
(v. 24) than it is by worldly triumph. 

Let's not overlook a key point that shows up in the verses following 
this week's focal text. Look at Matthew 17:1. Notice who is with 
Jesus when the Master goes apart for the Transfiguration. Jesus took 
Peter with Him, the same disciple who He had said might be a stum-
bling block (Matthew 16:23) to the Messiah's purpose. Have I messed 
up? Maybe the Lord will still take me with Him. 

What Someone Else Has Said: 
In his Explanatory Notes Upon the New Testament (Alleson), John 
Wesley wrote: "If any man would be willing to come after me---None 
is forced, but i f  any would be a Christian it will be on these terms." 

Prayer: 
As you prepare this lesson, let your prayer begin: "Correct me, 0 
Lord ... " 

Listen to Belton's Bible Study Podcasts 

()podcast 

What is a podcast? A podcast is a recording that can be 
accessed and listened to any time via the internet. 

The BBS podcasts are recordings of Belton reading each 
bible study. What a great addition to any bible study, 
sunday school class, small group discussion or special 
event. 

If you are viewing a printed version of  this publication, 
type https://nccumc.fm/gods-gift-of-scripture/ into the 
search bar o f  your iternet browser (Chrome, Firefox, Mic-
rosoft Edge, etc.) to hear the podcasts. 

If you are viewing this publication in PDF format, Click here to listen to Bible Study podcasts! 

https://nccumc.fm/gods-gift-of-scripture/
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