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Excuse me for a moment. I need to slip away and do a bit of repenting. 

What Someone Else Has Said: 
In Me and We (Abingdon), Leonard Sweet completes a story this way: 
"And her epiphany was this: In order for the wise men to see the stars 

that led them to Jesus, it had to be dark. Darkness helps us see the stars 
that ultimately lead to Jesus. The light is found only in the darkness, 
just as peace is found only through suffering." 

Prayer: As you prepare this lesson, let your prayer begin: "Shine Your 
light, Lord ... " 

December 25, 2022 Text: Matthew 2:13-15 ''The Holy Family Becomes Refugees" 
Isn't the Christmas story supposed to be in Bethlehem? But, here in this 
week's study text, the holy family has had to escape to a far place-back 
to Egypt from which the Jews had escaped centuries before. What an 
irony! They go to the very place from which once their ancestors had 
fled! (Did I hear someone say "God's ways are mysterious"?) 

What a splendid reminder that life does not always unfold as we think 
it will! The events of daily living are not always what we anticipate 
("What do you mean that we are leaving tonight for Egypt?"), but the 
constant is the caring presence of God. 

Today I visited a church friend who has recently moved to an assisted 
living facility. He said, "At first I kept saying that I was only here for 
a brief time ofrecovery and soon I would be going back home. Now I 
know that God is here with me and I can stay here, knowing that I am 
not alone. God is here, too." 

Life unfolds in that way doesn't it? We find ourselves in some situation, 
some relationship, that we have not expected. It may be the death of a 
loved one. It may be the loss of a job. It may be betrayal by a friend. 
It may be a painful decline in health. Or, it may even be a moment of un-
expected richness and success. 

This study text reminds us that God goes with us in the "Egypts" of our 

Biblical References - Nov. Dec. 2022 Jan. 2023 

NOVEMBER 

November 6, 2022 Text: 
Acts 17: 16-31 "Paul in Athens" 
November 13, 2022 Text: 
2 Kings 5: 1-19 "Go in Peace, N aaman" 
November 20, 2022 Text: 
Exodus 18:1, 13-27 "Wisdom from Another Tradition" 
November 27, 2022 Text: 
Romans 14:13-19 "When in Rome ... " 

DECEMBER 

December 4, 2022 Text: 
Judges 9:1-15 "Reign Over Us" 
December 11, 2022 Text: 
Matthew 1: 18-24 "Choosing Righteousness Rather Than 
Personal Honor" 
December 18, 2022 Text: 
Matthew 2:1-12 "To Whom Do We Pay Homage?" 
December 25, 2022 Text: 
Matthew 2: 13-1 "The Holy Family Becomes Refugees" 

JANUARY 

January 1, 2023 Text: 
Galatians 3:23-4:7 "Children of God Through Adoption" 
January 8, 2023 Text: 
Luke 15:11-32 "We All Need Grace and Assurance" 
January 15, 2023 Text: 
John 17:1-24, Ephesians 4:14 "In the World, Not oflt" 
January 22, 2022 Text: 
Colossians 3: 12-17 "Chosen by God and Dressed for Success" 
January 29, 2022 Text: 
Matthew 22: 1-14 "Sitting at the Adult Table" 

lives. The Christmas account is a clear mark of  God's willingness to 
live in the same world as we do. The Incarnation ("The Word became 
flesh and lived among us"-John 1: 14) is the evidence of God's pres-
ence in the journeys of our lives. 

I am typing these words almost a year before we study this text. I have 
little confidence that I can grasp now in January what realities will sur-
round us in December 2022; but, the Christmas gift of Christ among 
us and the truth of God's presence even as the Holy Family moved to 
Egypt give assurance that we shall not be alone. Emmanuel! God with 
us! 

What Someone Else Has Said: 
Donald McKim (Presbyterian Questions, Presbyterian Answers, 
Geneva Press) writes: "Why did Jesus come into the world? ... Jesus 
came to bring victory. Humans are captive to the power of  evil. In 
his death he became our ransom and in his resurrection Jesus is vic-
torious over powers of  sin and death. Humanity is rescued, and we 
are saved." 

Prayer: 
As you prepare this lesson, let your prayer begin: "Lord Jesus, You 
live among us even now and travel with us as our days unfold ... " 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 
taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took 
place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went 
to their own town to register. So Joseph also went up from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, be-
cause he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to 
register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was 
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby 
to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped 
him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest 
room available for them. And there were shepherds living out in the 
fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of 
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not 
be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he 
is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a 
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests." When the 
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about." 

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who 
was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the 
word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But 
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 
they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

Luke 2:1-20 New International Version 
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