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By Belton Joyner, Jr.

October 4, 2015
Text: Acts 8:9-24
“The Spirit Is Not for Sale”

Most of us would agree with the
title of this lesson. We sense the
wrongness of those who think that
because of their purse, position,
prestige, power, piety, or pedigree
they have privileged access to the
Holy Spirit. In fact, that was one
of the driving theological issues
in the days of the early Method-
ist movement: Does the fact that
I have money and position mean
that God elected me over others?
Not so! God is an equal-opportu-
nity Lover.

Although we might readily see
the truth in this part of the lesson
{Acts 8:20), we might not so easily
recognize another dimension of
the text. Note the setting: Samaria
{Acts 8:9: Acts 8:14). Remem-
ber the scandal of Jesus’ talking
with the woman of Samaria (John
4:1-42)? Remember the shock of
Jesus’ using a Samaritan as an ex-
ample of a good neighbor (Luke
10:30-36)? Remember how Sa-
maritans chose Mount Gerizim as
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the center of worship rather than
Jerusalem (John 4:19, Deuteron-
omy 11:29)? T’ve read that even
today some Jews do not allow the
burial of Samaritans in the Jewish
cemeteries in Tel Aviv.

We begin to get the picture: What
happens in this week’s text is
not business as usual. The early
church was so surprised that God
gave the gift of faith to Samari-
tans that they sent Peter and John,
trusted apostles, to check out
things (Acts 8:14). Evidently, the
two decided that the new Samari-
tan Christians had not received all
God had to give, so they sought to
bring the full power of the Holy
Spirit to these converts (Acts
8:16-17). 1 am left to wonder:
When have [ been willing to settle
for less than all God wanted to
give? When have I been willing
to do less than God wanted me to
do?

Simon misunderstood what it
meant to get God’s power (Acts
8:19) and although he couched
his request in pious terms, the
apostles saw it for what it was,
a power grab for personal bene-
fit (Acts 8:20-21). I am left to
wonder: When have I sought spir-
itual blessing in order to gain
some benefit in my relationships?

When have I tried to look good
rather than serve well?

Samaritans. Many in the
Church did not see them as
likely candidates for faith and
fellowship. Tam left to wonder:
Whom have I placed on the out-
side beyond my willingness for
community? Whom have I felt
were beyond the reach of God’s
love? Just wondering.

What Someone Else Has Said:
In Methodism in the American
Forest (Oxford University
Press), Russell H. Richey has
quoted the first Methodist Dis-
cipline: *...Because our Call
is, to save that which is lost.
Now we cannot expect them to
seek us. Therefore we should
go and seek them...The house
may hold all that come to the
house, but not all that would
come to the field.”

Prayer:

As you prepare this lesson, let
your prayer begin: “Open me,
Lord, to Your wideness...”

October 11, 2015
Text: Acts 9:19b-31

“Saul Earns Credibility”
To tell you the truth, T didn’t

like him very much. Very
much? Try “not at all.” For
starters, he taught at a seminary
for which I did not have much
respect. [ had read a couple
of books he had written and
found myself muttering under
my breath as I turned the pages.
Then, he made some public
statements on issues before the
Church; I disagreed with most
of what he said, so naturally I
thought he was an ill-informed,
biblically illiterate, sort of
sub-Christian.

Then he came up to me at Gen-
eral Conference. “Belton,” he
began, “there is probably a lot
we do not agree on, but [ have
always respected your kindness,
your willingness to listen, and
your fairness.” Gulp! How em-
barrassing! I was not sure he
had seen the “full Belton,” but
I was sure that I had previous-
ly misread his open spirit, his
Christian journey, and his gen-
erous manner. Have you ever
had to change your mind about
someone?

I think I can know something
of what those early Christians
felt when Saul began to move
among them as a believer (Acts
9:21). The Common English
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Bible translation says they were
“baftled.” Other translations say
“amazed,” “astonished,” or “stag-
gered.” Not only that, the disci-
ples were flat out scared of him
(Acts 9:26). Slowly, first this one
and then that one began to accept
Saul (Acts 9:19, Acts 9:25, Acts
9:27). What finally changed their
minds about Saul?

According to Acts 9:29-30, the
family of believers began to go to
bat tor Saul when they saw that
he was willing to die for the faith.
What proof do you and I give that
would convince the Church that
we are indeed followers of Jesus?
As the old story goes, “If | were
charged with being a Christian, is
there enough evidence to convict
me?”

In these verses, Luke (author
of Acts) often uses verbs in the
imperfect tense, the way the lan-
guage indicates that something
happens over and over again, ha-
bitually. That shows up in Acts
9:20 (Saul preached repeatedly),
Acts 9:22 (Saul more than once
proved that Jesus is the Christ),
Acts 9:27 (Saul kept on preach-
ing), Acts 9:29 (Saul debated
on numerous occasions). The
Church changed its mind about
Saul because in many ways, more
than once, consistently, he lived
and preached Jesus Christ as
Lord.

What Someone Else Has Said:
Jacob Armstrong (The New
Adapters, Abingdon) has written:
“As | hear my generation claim a
faith in Jesus but decry the church,
I think we should be reminded
that we only know about Jesus
because of the church. Broken,
blemished, and battered, for sure,
it has carried the story for all these
centuries.”

Prayer:

As you prepare this lesson, let
your prayer begin: “Lord Jesus,
bring your Spirit that 1 might
speak with clarity, live with purity,

and love with patience...”

October 18, 2015

The heart of this week’s text
seems to be Acts 10:34, stat-
ing clearly that God does not
pick one group of people over
another. Ours is often a soci-
ety of “isms” that divide, and
this biblical account says that
God does not work that way.
Racism. Sexism. Classism.
Those are not categories that
God chooses.

Having said that and noting
how difficult it can be to set
aside those human-devised
distinctions, I am caught by
a sub-theme in these verses:
When I am called to a new at-
titude, how do I know that it
is God who is calling me to
change?

Cornelius says he knew be-
cause he got a message from “a
man in radiant clothing” (Acts
10:30). Peter says he knew be-
cause he has just had a vision
about all animals being cere-
monially clean (Acts 10:9-16).
Really? The apostle sees the
strangeness of all this, because
previously he had always un-
derstood that God did draw
lines in the sand between clean
and unclean animals (Leviti-
cus 11:1-47; Deuteronomy
14:3-20). Now he is convinced
that God was really saying
something else. It’s a serious
matter when we decide that
we have misunderstood God’s
intent.

But, if no one shows up at our
door in “radiant clothing” and
if our only vision is of the vaca-
tion trip we want to take next
year, what are we to do in order
to figure out what God might
be saying? It seems so straight
forward for Cornelius and
Peter. For most of us, I suspect,

God’s will is sometimes a bit
more elusive.

There is a clue for grasping
God’s will in the final verse of
this study text, Acts 10:38: “You
know about Jesus of Nazareth,
whom God anointed with the
Holy Spirit...” (The word “mes-
siah” means “anointed one.”)
The word translated “know” is
a word sometimes translated to
mean “to gaze.” If I want to
know God’s will, I look to Jesus,
I gaze upon Jesus. 1 hear an
echo of the gospel song “Turn
your eyes upon Jesus.” In the
life, death, resurrection, ascen-
sion, and coming again of our
Lord, we see the will of God.
It’s the reign of God for which
we pray each time we say, “Thy
kingdom come on earth as it is in
heaven.”

What Someone Else Has Said:
In On Being a Christian (Dou-
bleday), Hans Kiing wrote: “...It
is clear that God’s will aims at
(our) well-being at all levels,
aims at (our) definitive and com-
prehensive good: in biblical
terms, at the salvation of (us all).
.. This is the meaning of God’s
absolute future, His kingdom,
His victory, His kingdom, which
Jesus proclaims...”

Prayer:

As you prepare this lesson, let
your prayer begin: “Help me,
Lord, look to Jesus, the pioneer
and perfector of our faith...”

October 25, 2015

Peter had to explain to some of
the Jewish Christians back in Je-
rusalem how he came to be pall-
ing around with Gentiles (Acts
11:1-3). When the apostle told
them that God had given those
Gentiles the gift of faith in Jesus
Christ, the “home crowd” began
to cheer and praise God. (Acts
11:18).

Okay. The story has a happy
ending (at least for now!); but
before we get to that peace and
calmness and acceptance, there
18 a verse that bothers me, tucked
away in the middle of the ac-

count. Take a look at Acts 11:10.

There are three clear messages
from above and then, boom!
“...Everything was pulled back
into heaven.” That’s like reading
a mystery novel, coming to the
last chapter, and just as you are
about to find out “who done it”
you discover that someone has
torn those final pages from the
book. I want to know how the
story ends!

How will all this end for Peter?
Before I act, I prefer that God pro-
vide me with a clear, step-by-step
plan. How do I get from Point A
to Point B? But in this account
in Acts, before all the details are
worked out for Peter, “everything
was pulled back into heaven.”
The strangers show up from Cae-
sarea (Acts 11:11), but that seems
only to make the matter more
confusing. You and I know how
the story ends (Peter goes with
these men and Gentiles are saved
for God), but Peter had to act
before he had the full picture.

What do I learn from this? Some-
times, God points me in a direc-
tion and says “Start walking.” All
I can see is the next step. Where
it will all lead and what I shall be
expected to do is not always clear.
All that is revealed is “Step One.”
then “everything is pulled back
into heaven.”

So, sometimes God’s timing is
such that I can’t wait for all the
answers. [ can’t wait until I feel
equipped for the job. [ can’t
wait until [ know how others will
react. If “everything is pulled
back into heaven,” perhaps the
thing to do is to start walking.
One step.

What Someone Else Has Said:
Martin Thielen (Ancient Modern
Worship, Abingdon Press) shares
a story he heard from Hoyt Hick-
man: “...about a Quaker who in-
vited his friend to join him for
silent worship at a Quaker meet-
inghouse. Not knowing the cus-
toms of the Quakers, the friend
was confused when he saw the
congregation sitting in silence.
After several minutes of silence,
he whispered to his host. “When
does the service begin?’ His
friend replied, ‘When the meet-
ing has ended.””

Prayer:
As you prepare this lesson, let
your prayer begin: “Now, Lord,
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is now the time?...
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One of the most-anticipated yearly events for many churches is welcoming the community
for the fall festival. Some years, though, you may be stumped on new things to do and

ways to promote the event. Try these great ideas.

1. The Pumpkin Trebuchet

You may have seen the “Punkin Chunkin®” throwing competitions on television and
thought, “Wow, wouldn’t it be fun to be a kid again?” You can! Making your own
trebuchet is easier than you think. WikiHow has great instructions for building the

trebuchet.

VirtualTrebuchet.com will help you tweak the measurements

of your

trebuchet to throw whatever size pumpkin you want. Consider inviting your local scout
group to build smaller trebuchets to throw grapes. Voila! You have a new competition

for your event.

2. ‘The Great Pumpkin’ Drive-in Movie Night

Set up a video projector and screen or sheet in your parking lot in the evening and have a
movie night showing the classic Charlie Brown movie. Families can stay in their cars or
bring blankets and picnics. Since the movie is only 30 minutes long, it is great for families
with small children. Make sure you have legal coverage to show motion pictures. Check
out the CVLI license which is specifically geared for churches. (http://cvli.com/)

3. Character Cut-Outs

Go to any theme park and you’ll find spots where you stick your head through a hole
and transform yourself into a bunny, mouse or princess. Using clip-art, plywood and
a little paint, you can create settings for families to take pictures. From scarecrows to
Peter Pumpkin-Eater and his wife, fall offers many ideas for these fun picture centers.
Set a couple of crafty and handy volunteers loose on this creative project.

Vip report

MARRIAGES:

BIRTHS/ADOPTIONS:
Congratulations to Dave

son, July 29.

DEATHS:

Concord UMC, Roxboro.

Aug. 17

William Creech (Bath) married
Carolyn Hughes on Saturday, July
18.

Allen (Concord, Graham) and
Heather Bixler, on the birth of a

Cleve May (City Well), and family
are celebrating the adoption of
Cayden Manuel Vasquez-May.

Stephen Dunn (Capital, Elevation),
and wife Amber, welcome a new
child, into foster care with them.

HOLTSCLAW, Thomas, (retired)
died Aug. 9. Service was Aug. 12 at

SEAWELL, Claudia McPherson,
widow of William A. Seawell, died

Wesley’s England
with
Bishop Bickerton
Western Pennsylvania Confereence
April 17 - 26, 2016

Join other United Methodists as we travel
to York, Stratford upon Avon, Oxford, Bristol
and London. Visit the Epworth Rectory,
The New Room and Wesley's Chapel. Hear
about the “Holy Club” and John Wesley's
“heart-warming experience”. Space is
Limited ~ Register Today

621 Macon Place
Raleigh, NC 27609
919-783-8714 Q"

919-783-8747 fax

Alphatours@gmail.com
www.Alphatours.com

4. Pumpkin Faces

Instead of carving or painting
pumpkins, let people make themselves
look like pumpkins. Order black,
green and orange face paint. Set up
a station with mirrors and plenty
of disposable cups and brushes,
and watch the fun as people turn
themselves or their friends into a fall
decoration. Consider having prizes
for some of the funniest and most
interesting pumpkin faces.

5. Free Meal Coupons:

Instead of simply distributing
flyers to your members and in the
neighborhood, turn them into gifts.
Make each flyer a coupon redeemable
for a free hot plate at the event. Give
coupons to each member to pass on to
their friends or people in need. You
are getting the word out -- and giving
people the ability to bless others.
Members could purchase meals or use
the coupons themselves if they have
need. Members who purchase meals
could pay for one or more meals to
help cover the cost.

Whatever you do, have fun and be
creative. Use your fall festival to share
the joy of being children of God with
other people in your community.



In June 2011 Rev. Cleve
May was appointed to

I y e start a new multicultural
AFor ait who thirst.  faith community in

central Durham. Right
away it was clear that

————>

God was moving to open
hearts, minds and doors in a
diverse group of interested
persons who would become
the core of The CityWell.

Cleve says of The CityWell
vision, “Jesus came to give us
life to the full and we are
convinced of His desire to
produce in us lives that are
purposeful, joyful and relation-
ally rich, lives that bear the
significance of partnership with
God in the renewal of our city and world. In the context of
Durham, we believe this means The CityWell must inten-

“Becoming a people who follow Jesus together and live
well as partners with God, we are committed to loving
Durham in concrete ways. Inviting others to join us as we
take seriously God'’s heart for every person to follow Jesus,
live well and love their city is the CityWell dream, and we
believe it’s a vision worth pouring our lives into.

With an Impact10 grant of

$50,000, The CityWell

P - recently assumed ownership

=3 of the former Sanctuary

g UMC site and has made

" 4 progress in outfitting the

property for their mission.

@ The facility serves many

exciting purposes of a

spiritual and practical nature.

Itis truly a “Well” of commu-

nity transformation that

indeed is making a difference

for all who thirst. This story made real by Impact10.
Become a supporter today!

Expand or build your church
with a Ioan from UMDE.

ating Umted Methodist church

* Loans starting at $25,000
e Amortized up to 20 years

Call us at 1-800-862-8633.
www.umdevelopmentfund.org

tionally embrace, reflect and redeem the energy, creativity
and diversity of our city. So, within our community we seek
to form deep, mutually life-giving relationships across lines
of race, class, education and ability.
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IMPACTI10 (formerly The Ten Dollar Club) is a ministry of the NC Conference UMC & Office of New Faith Commmunities GLOBAL MINISTRIES

» The United Methodist Church

CONNECTING THE CHURCH IN MISSHIE

700 Woaterfield Ridge Place, Garner NC 27529 - (800) 849-4433 - impact10.org
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beyond your lifetime
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We know these waters and can offer expert advice and production capability. Whether ® Retlrement accounts

it's a convention, business meeting or event - we're here to help. We provide as much . . 3 ‘e

assistance as necessary to complete your project on time and to your satisfaction. ] L]fe msurance pOIl(:leS

Video support, large scale projectors, stage lighting, wireless microphones and audio

support, web streaming, video promos, DVDs and remote video connections all are . .

within your grasp. Come along side and set a new course for success. Call today! ® GlftS Of appl'eClatEd pl' Operty

churcn 919.859.1199 - www.mcrAV.com Productions

Community Colleges
Convention - Raleigh
Convention Center

Contact the United Methodist Foundation
to learn more about how you can leave your legacy!

Projector and Screen
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Sound System Upgrade
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