
WENDELL NETHODIST CHURCH

PASTORS WHO HAVE SERVED THIS CHURCH

The Rev. F. F. Eure 1903 - 1906

The Rev. A. D. Wl1cox 1906 - 1910

The Rev. P. D. Woodall 1910 - 1911

The Rev. T. J. Dailey 1911 - 1912

The Rev. G. B. Perry 1912 - 1915

The Rev. G. l'.1. Starling 1915 - 1917

The Rev. G. W. Fisher 1917 - 1921

'lheRev. t1. L. Loy 1921 - 1924

The Rev. E. M. Hall 1924 - 1926

The Rev. E. H. Davis 1926 - 1930

The Rev. N. B. Johnson 1;30 - 1934

The Rev. C. L. Reade 1934 - 1936

The Rev. J. \V'. Bradley 1936 - 1938

TIleRev. D. F. Boone 1S38 - 1~42

The Rev. C. E. Vale 1942 - 1947

The Rev. Paul Carruth 1947 - 1949

The Rev. S. E. ~4ercer 1949 - November, 1954 died in service

The Rev. Troy J. Barrett Nov., 1954 - June, 1955

The Rev. Sidney G. Boone 1955 - 1955

The Rev. H. L. Rcgers 1959 - 1961

The Rev. ~;.Allen Wentz, Jr. 1961 - 1967

'i'heRev. Norman Knight 1967 - 1972

The Rev. Samuel L. Wood 1)72-



THEHISTORYOFWENDELLMETHODISTCHURCH

The history of lilendell Nethodist ....'hurch begins in the year 1::,03 \'·mena group

of Nethodist Christians gathered in the old :·lendell School building for worshLp

and fellowship. The Rev. F. F. Eure held worship services for the smalI group

once a month for a period of about 3 ye~rs. It ~3S froo this group that the

church was officially organized.

On Harch 31, 1906 at a quar ter l.y conference held at Pleasant Grove Church,

J. Braudwe.lL, Daniel Braudwell, 'CndBryant Richardson. all of Pendell. were

appointed as trustees to build ·3. Nethodist Church in Hendell.

Under the leadership of the Rev. A. D. Wilcox it W2S decided to build the

church in Wendell. On January 16, 1~07 at a qucrterly conference held at

Earpsboro Church (now discontinued) a building comoft t.ee corapo sed of the Rev.

A. D. ~vi1cox, R. D. \-Jhit1ey, J. BraudweLl., Bryant Richardson, and 1:1. H. Hester

was elected to plan for the new church. During this time there were five churches

on the l~akefie1d Charge , The Zebulon Methodist Church was org::,.nized in 1906 and

added to the circuit after which it w~s called the Zebulon Charge.

In 1907 » the Rev. Ii... D. tlilcox became the pas cor of the new Zebulon Charge, of

which lvendel1 t<1:;.S a part. It was under his leadership thst pLans were raade for

the construction of the first Nethodist Church in Vlendell. A lot on Third Street,

just east of the present home of ...;.N. Clark v1D.S selected for the church building.

t-lith the buf Ldf ng oaterials and rauch labor being donated by the ueuber s and

people of the communfty , the first Methodist Church in lJendell \17".S constructed

~nd coopleted. Dedication services were held on Y~rch 22, 1>08 with the Rev.

J. C. Kilgo of Trinity College (now Duke University) delivering the dedicatory

sermon.



On the SElDeday o f the dedf catLon , revival services were begun with the Rev.

J. O. Guthrie <lS the visiting preacher. The ten charter oeI:lbersenrolled were:

Mr. & Mrs. J. Br'audwelL, Daniel Braudwe ll, Willie Dr'audweLl, , Julb Draudwell Diggs

Hr. & Mrs. Bryant Rich~rclson, Fred Richardson, Bell Richardson 11aden, and Will::taI:l

Henry Hester. It was Hr. Hester who organized and served as the first superen-

tendent of the Sunday School. Also among the charter I:leoberswere: Miss Jennie

Hester (now Mrs. Oscar Griswold), Furney G. Daker, Miss Esther Draudwell (now

Mrs. J. D. Cox), and Miss Retiha Draudwell (now Mrs. W. l\.. Vick).

The only raar rdaga soleonized in the first church on Third Street ~7aS that of

Miss Jennie V. Hester to Oscar Griswold on Septeober 14, 1910.

The Rev. W. L. Lay was appointed to the church in 1921 and it was during his

p nacorat;e that a decision 'V'[-lS made to build ='- new Nethodist Church in a new

location in t\fendell. 'VJorkon the new church was begun under the direction of

the building comaf t tee composed of R. B. ~~itley, Chr., N. T. Roberts, ~l. L.

\vootton, O. L. Rowland, J. Braudwe lL, and C. R. Stott. The church was located,

as it is today, at the corner of 1-'hinStreet and Wilson Avenue, so at a calLad

I:leetingof the I:leobersof the church in the SULEler of 1923 by the Rev. Hr. Loy,

it was agreed to name the church, Main Street Hethodist Church. The church was

ready for occupancy e<lrly inl~24 and the first Sunday School was held on January

18, 1924.

Other firsts for the church were: A funeral service for J. C. Collins on

September 23, 1924, the warriage of Miss Corn Lee Hinton to Eddie Stott (son of

C. R. Stott) on July 15,_1927, the oarriage of Miss Eloise t~itley (daughter of

R. B. Whi tley) to Doug las D-:1inin October b27.

Early in the lY301 s the neue of the church was changed froo the 11ain Street

Methodist Church to the Wendell Methodist Church and the Zebulon Charge was now

called the Zebulon - Wendell Charge with the Zebulon Methodist Church and the

Wendell Methodist Church cooprising the charge.



In 1948, during the pastorate of the Rev. Paul Carruth , Sunday School c l as sr-

and other improvements ~lere Dade in the baseraent of the church. In Novenber of

1954, the Rev. S. E. Mercer, a ouch beloved p~stor, died in his sixth year as

pastor of the charge , The Rev. Troy J. Bcrr et t was appointed to serve out the

r emafnder of his yeer , ",hich was to close in June, 1:)55 due to the voting ac td on

of the conference in changing the conference yezrr tu run f'rou July to June Lnat eac

of froo November to October. During the pastorate of Mr. Barrett the church lot

on Third Street Has sold and at the 4th Quarterly Conference in Zebulon Nethodist

Church on June 17, l~55 a very historic event took place: the conference voted

to dissolve the Zebulon ~ Wendell Charge and to taake each church "Station. So

Wendell Nethodist Church beca.me a stntion with the arrival of its new p:1stor, the

Rev. Sidney G. Boone in July, 1955.

At a called conference on Hovember 22, 1955 the officb.1s (~Yith the raerabe r s

concurring beforehand) approved the purchase of a house froD D. T. Bailey, Sr.

on Pine Ave. to be used as a p~rsona8e for the Wendell Methodist Church. The

house was paid for by the close of the conference year in June, 1956i

During the pastorate of the Rev. II. L. Rogers in 1960, the sanctuary of the

church was completely r emodel ed at a cost of about $6,000.00. Mr. W. C. 13urgess

VJ-"'.sthe ar chf cee t -md Nr. J. W. Dril.e contracted the work. The job was coopleted

and paid for in the SU11l8erof 1961 and the aanccuary opened for worship on Sunday,

July 9, 1961 with the nev pas tor , the Rev. W. ~\llen ~Jentz, Jr. in charge. Since
. .

the pastornte of the Rev. lYlr. Wentz sevcr r.I improvements have been nade including

painting at the church and parsonage '7.8 well as the reroofing of both plus the

purchase of new equipment for t.he p-rr son age , A monthly "prrra sh paper ' was begun

in Septeober, 1961 and continues as of this date.



Rev. Norman Knight was sent to serve the United Methodist Church in June b'e

One of the first things Rev. and Nrs. Knight did was to r'eLcnd scupe the parsonage

grounds. They cut out sone of the trees, and planted new shrubbery.

!'Ir. Knfght; moved the pastors study f rora the par sonage to the church. He 08(;

a very attractive study at the entr~nce of the church.

l~bile Nr. Knight was here all the childrens classrooos in the baseoent Here

painted, and some of then carpeted.

The pulpit coooittee with the help of the woDenof the church purchased new

linen cloths for the cOQOuniontr'.ble, and pEtraoounts.

Mr. Knight with the aid of the oen of the church coop1etely reoode1ed the

kitchen. This job had been needed for riany year s , and we ,lere all very proud

of it when it vJaS finished.

The members of the church surprised !tIr. and Mrs. Knisht with a gift of a tr

to "The Holy Land" in 1~70. They ~,!ere fJOSt appreciative of the gift, and brough

back nany pictures. ~th the lectures and pictures shown they nade the nenbers

of the church feel that they had almost been to liThe Holy L::mdVltheoselves.

During the five years that Rev. Knight served the IJendell Church, he and

Mrs. Knight shared their musical talents with the church, which oeant so much

to our worship services. During his five years of pas tora I work 30 meobers

were received into the church.

The Rev. Saouel Woodcane to Wendell in June of 1972 to serve as pastor of

Wendell United Nethodist Church.

The sanctuary was rep.::dnted curing the suramer of 1972. Pet.; cushions were

given by Nrs. Alvin Detr and Mrs. Willard IJhite in memory of their husbands

t.1vin Dew -md Willard tJhite. A new Guest Register and .'1. Book of Meooria1s were

given by the H.S.C.S.



lbe .churchvs basement was completely renovated by the men of the church.

The center bean of the church was replaced by ,'1 ne~i1bean, the cei line W(!S

covered 1frlth celotex squares, the sides were psne l l.ed , the .:1oor tiled, new

lights were installed, and much of the old 'trlring was replaced ~-nth new ~vire.

New tables and steel folding chaf r s tiere also purchased. The cost of the

renovation w'1.sgiven by neobers of the church through a specdal, fund. Upon

completion of vlOrk, the Fello~;1ship Hall was naned in honor of JiOQ}' Greene,

whu did most of the 1i!ork.

The ha l Iways and stairways were r epafnt ed and new treads were placed on the

steps and landings in memory of Mrs. Margaret Todd.

Two Juniur High class r'ocras upstairs were painted, carpeted, and furnished

with new curtains.

A speakf ng sys tera was placed at the pulpit to enabl,e the services to be

heard by the attendants in the nursery. This WCl.S given to the church in the

meraory of Linda t-100tton.

The Men's Fellowship was started in November of 1972 'tnth 22 men present.

Bushes and trees ~.rere reooved on the south side of the church and replaced

by shrubs and neu gr.'J.ss.

The par-sonage was repainted inside and out, and new wiring was installed for

a dryer and an air conditioner.

Rodney Harem, one of our fine young new meraber s , answered Godvs call to go

intu the ministry. He began his studies :It Duke in 1973.

Rev. WoodVJ.!lS instruoental in organizing a Senior Citizens Club in It!endell

and many of our Methodist Ladies are members and officers of this Sroup.

The first Lay Witness Nissivn was held at t-Jendell United Nethoc1ist Church on

April 27-29» 1973. Deginning un Friday nisht and endin~ on Sunbay afternoon, a



team of lay people from North C3ro1ina ~d Virginia cane to sh3re their test-

emondes And worship wi th us. On Sunday there wer'e 133 in Sunday School and

190 in t-Jorship.
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