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THE :-JISTORY OF 'WEBBAV':;I~'UE;'[iETHODIST Ch1.JRCH

In 1893, a few Methodists living in East Burlington decided that
they ought to organize a Sunday School. Led by Mr. Daniel Humb Le and his
three sons, John, 3ynum, and Hilary, a Sunday School was s~~rted in Roral
Hall on the old fairground site. It is interesting to note that all three of
these Humble boys became Methodist preachers in the North Carolina Annual
Conference.

On a site donated by Mr. George W. Anthony, a menbel' of Front Street
Methodist Church, the people built a modest "chapeI." one block from the present
site of WebbAvenue Church. To this Chapel, Rev. J.A. Daily came as the first
pascor in lu95. He remained as pastor for four ye ar s , while preaching also at
F2W River and Graham.

In 1399, Rev. B.C. Thompson came as pastor and stayed one year. In
1900 t.hs name of the charge was change d to East Bur Li.ng bcn , Graham, and Haw
River. Rev. Thompson was succeeded by G.R. Rood. The next year, Rev. G.O. Green
carne to serve the church and died be fore the year was out. His or-o t.her , W.;3.
Green of Graham, a local preacher supplied for over a year. In 1903 Rev. C.M.
Lance came and spent two years on the charge and was succeeded by Rev. J.r;.
Langston who spent only one year on the circuit. Next Rev. W.T. San f'o r-d was
sent to the ch arge for +wo years and in 1908 Rev. T.G. Vickers came and remained
for two years. Most of these pastors lived in Graham while preaching at East
Burlington Church.

In 1910 the church was placed with t""e North Alamance Circuit which
'l'TaSbeing served by Rev. M.MMcFarlan.d, who died during the year. He was succeeded.
by Rev. B.T. Hurley who remained for one year. During the pastorate of Rev. F.8.
NobLi,tt (1911-1912) the church was moved from the original site to its present
location. A lot was bought, and funds were coLle cbed for a new church cui.Ld.l ng ,
The work progressed slowly.

In 1914 while serving the Meoane circuit, Rev. E.C. Dur-han or-eached
at East Burlington. In 1915 East Bur-Li.ng ton bcc ame A. station and Rev. R.E.
Atkinson was the pastor for two years. He Vias followed by Rev. E.C. Glenn
for t-vroyears, Rev. J •• Starnes for two years, and Rev , N.E. Coltrane for
two years.

Durin;:; Rev. Coletranes second year the station was changed to Yvebb
Avenue. In 1923, however , the church went back with Gr-aham and :flawRiver wi th
rce v , L.V. Harris serving as Junior preacher under ReIT. G.M. Daniel, as the pastor
of 'WebbAvenue Church. The following year Rev. Harris was made pastor of Webb
Avenue Church which again became a station. Rev. J.Yf. Autry Was pasbo r for
two years, and in 1927 the chuch was placed with 1;VestBurlington and served oy
Rev. E.C. Durnam in his second pastorate at the church. Durinc'; this year the
- resent church building was finished as far as funds would permit. Rev. Durham
served only the nebb Avenue Church his second and third years. Rev. E.G.
Overton served the church for one year, and was succeeded by Rev. Rooert L.
Jerome who came in 19:31. At this time WebbAvenue and HawRiver were served
as a charge • Rev. Jerome served the charge for four years. He was a great



worker with the young people" and the first Boy Scout Troop at Webb Av-enue
was organized under his leadership. He was f'o Ll owed by Rev. R. Grady Dawson in
1935. He served Webb Avenue and HawRiver for three years. Many members were
added to Webb Avenue Church during his years of ministering. Rev. 0.1. Hinson
followed Rev. Dawson in 1938. He stayed for two years" at which time Haw
lUver church was wibhdr-awn from the charge, and Fountain Place was added to it.
Rev. C.J. Andrews came to serve the charge, succeeding Rev. Hinson in 1940.
He served the charge" succeeding Rev. Hinson in 1940. He served for five years.
During his service here as pastor, Webb Avenue Church again became a station
church and has been since that ti're. The church was dedicated during the
pastorate of Rev. Andrews on Septeniber 13" 1942.

Rev. I.S. Ri.chmond followed Rev. Andrews and served Vvebb.J\.venuefor
nine years. This 111ffi.S an honor both I'cr the pastor and the church. During
his pastorate" ma:qyoutstanding things were accomplished. A pipe organ was
gi ven oy Nlr .&IvIrs. W.S. Gri ffin and f'amiLy , I t was ins +al.Led and dedica tad in
1947. Beautiful stained glass windows were given by members and families in
Honor and In Memory of various members of the church. They were installed and
dedicated in 1948. The windows added much beau ty to the sanctuary. I'he base-
ment of the church was dressed up. The floor covering of asphalt tile" was
given in Honor of Miss Blennie Way, who served fo I' many years as Superintendent
of the Children's Department. Newchairs were bought and the walls were painted.
A large number of members were added to the church under the consecrated leader-
ship of Rev. Richmond , It was also during his pastors. te that plans were made
for an Educational Buildingl to provide ample room for Sunday School classes
and to add beauty to the present building. Through the years there have been
long hard h.i.il Ls to c limb but gradual progress has been made and much has been
accomplished.

During the last years of Rev. Richmond's ministry at Webb Avenue
Church a building fund for the new Educational Building was started. Interest
in the project was high and a meeting was called and it was decided to have an
archi tect draw up pLans , The following persons were named to the Building
Corrmribbee , J.T. Lindley, Chairman, D.D. Matthews, F', B'. Overman, W.T. Hinshav!"
W.T. Hargrove, C. C. Michael, Cecil Tornlindon, Phil Sellen, T.E. Traynaham,
Treasurer" Swanson Robertson, D"wight Hopkins, J.D. I\JlcDonald, J.O. Hayes , W.E.
Bivens, R.L. Johnson, W.E. Andre,vs and Rev. I.S. Richmond. Mr. R.R. Markley
was chosen as Architect. The above Cornmittee was appointed in the summer 0 f
1953 and the Architect began working on plans. This activity helped the building
fund to gr ow.

It 111ffi.S at the beginning of the Conference Year, 1954 that Rev. Nl.'H.
Maness came to serve as pastor of Webb Avenue Church. He served for four years"
and it was during the last years of his service at "{VebOAvenue that the beautiful
Educational Buildin,,; was built. It was completed and put into use in the fall
of 1957. All who had a ja rt in the building of this 1,'J811 planned educational
un i te have a right to be proud 0 fit.

Rev. <.T .K. Bostick came to serve as pastor of Webb Avenue Church at
the beginning of the Conference Year 1958.



To the above history should be added the names of i'our Duke Divini-bJ
School students have rendered useful service to the chur-ch while serving as
Youth Directors at Webb Avenue. They are Russell :Montfort, Earl Crow, Don
Welch and Joe Morris.

Also, I-ebb Avenue Church was fourtunate to have as its Organist and
Choir director for nine yeard (1949-58), N.rs. E. Leonidas Smith. Mr. II1AJnn
Riley, and Elon College music major is now serving his second year as Organist
and Chir Director. These too, have assisted the ministers and people in the
Lord I s work at Webb Avenue Methodist Church.

W.r. Bostick continued as pastor until conference, 1962. At that time
the present pastor, Rev. Grady L, Kinley, was appointed to VV-ebaAvenue.

A Duke Divinity School student, Ezra Earl Jones, served as an Assistant
'with Rev. Bostick for about t.hr ee months, and. returned as Assistant with Mr.
Kinley from September, 1963 through Ida,y, 1964.

The present organis t and choir director comoineci is Mrs , Thomas Lewis,
who came in February of 1961.

A new, gas boiler and furnace was insta.lled in October, 1960. The
church was re-painted inside in 1965.

Note: The above History of Webb Avenue Methodist Church was
compi1ei b;,/ Mrs. D.N. Webster, and J.K. Bostick.
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