
History of Tuttle's Grove United ~ethodist Church

As a prelude t,O the history of Tuttle's Grovo Unitod Methodist·,Church, it seems apprdpri-
ate that a snort sketch about the coming of tho Quakers or Friends; ,into the countyus early
as 1721; and.~,e{3tablishing tho Cora Sound ~!ic:etingHouse on the very- site of the pr-cscrrt : . .
chu~ch bu.i.Ldf.ng, will be of Lrrtcrost , " '., . ,.",

~.:Tut~lc Is. :Or:~:vp,u'nited Church building has the 'distinction of ,~ch~~loc~-ted on the. oldest
ch4rQh .i;tw' 'f:IJ. Ga:)?torct.county , although it is not the oldost church building •

....:.. \... ~-" - .

Let us look back to the year 1721. At that time a large group of Quakers, capocLa.l.Ly
f~op, Rhode Island, came inte Carteret Courity to ostablish thoirhorllos, as well as to have i ,.j'

pbrTect, f~oedom to worship according to theirbolief.
, "

History does not relate how these sturdy pioneers arrived in the county. 'Thoso who tr'ck-
ked ~hpir,wa.y, through ,the unchartered forests over roads little better than Indian trails, .
wcr9,r)Q~qo,1iVQ2:1Nith a 'rugged manhood not to be found in present-day goncratd.ons ,

'.('! r
It is;boliel[ed that the greater number of these sturdy homeseekers, c0m,j.ngto a new land,

cam9by.,~oa..t, .for ,two of the principal leaders of the band, William Borden and Henry stanton
we.ly5,!f9ay.·bu:iJ4ers,in Nowpor-t, Rhode Island.

As these two loaders stand out most prominont in Cluakor history of, the county, wowill-'
give thoIT\:th9 credit for ostablishing a Quaker community, as Well as being the loadors in·.:,r,
tho buil~ng of .two Ifteoting Houses; one on the site of the present Tuttle's Grove United
Methodist: ,C~\lrch!>:known:ast.hc Core Sound Moeting House and one in the Clubfoot Crook sec-
ti(m",kp.own,·i~'s thoiClubfoot:-Creok Hooting House. The sito of the latter has passed from
thomcIJto:ry;o£ present: generations. Tuttle's Grove has kopt alivo tho,site of tho Coro Sound
Meeting Houso.

William Borden, before coming to the new colony, was aprominont ship builder in Newport,
Rhodeclsi~nd!, as lJ'!oll a.s a .manufactarror- of duck matorial from n,axfor the making' of sails.

r .

He sottled in tho Harlov,e township, purchasing a large tra,ct of land bordering .Newport
River ~ whor-e he established a saw mill andjihf.pyard in tha't scctd.on known today as Hill
Creek. He took an active intorest -in the political affair~Qfthe new county. He was 01-
cctod to the Assembly, but was not allowod to serve bccauso.ihc wouid nobi akc the oath of

',', J'

o£fice as rcquircdo

Henry Stanton took up his grant of 1900 acres eastward from Core Cr'cek, which must have
ext.ended to the boundar-Lea of tllOchurchsit6; for there is recorded that he gave to Friends
in Cartright Procinct, under date of September 23, 1737, two acres of land adjoining the
land givon by Nickles Briant on which to build a Meeting House.

The history of the-so two men make an interesting study. As one follows down the linedt
Henry stanton, they will find that he was the great grandfather of Edwin Stanton, Secretary
of War under PrcaLdcrrb Lincoln and that Edwin's father was born on the old plC3rntation a
short di~tance. frOID, ·~his church. ."

Growth of the Quakor settlement along the Nowport Rivor, as yvelf,as·in adjoining counties,
brought about t~o.:f:9rming of several Monthly Meetings, including.rthoCore Sound and-CLubfoo't
Cr'cok, :.i.The first moeting r-ccor-dod as being hold in this county was at the homo of WillIi am.
Borden en August 1, 1733" From this gathering was formed tho Core sound J\lfonthlyMeeting,
grovving in membership to the extent that by 1736 the need ar-ose for- the building of a Meet-
ing House. From Frionds in Rhode Island came the sum of 6opourids'to apply to the building
of the .Cor-o Sound Meeting 'Houso.

Littlo is known of Nickles Briant except that he gave the first plat of land on which
tho Moeting House was built during the year 1736. The first meeting of Fri€nds in tho now
structure was held on the third day of January, 1737.

Tho need arising for a community cemotery, Henry Stanton, under date of September 23,
1737, deeded to the Friends, two acres of land adjoining that given by nickles Briant.
Benjamin Small wa&assigned to pale or fence in tho graveyard. Persons interested in gon-
ealogical research of early Quakers Will' find only one stano standing in this ancient bury-
ing ground upon which the inscription can'Cbo'raised-it is that of Josoph Borden who died ij

iJanua!",J6, 1825 at the age of 25. '

To get an idea of how long ago this site was used for wo;rship, it takes us back to. the
time when we .wore. under. the flag of England-forty yoars, bq'(f:6rethere i,was a IIStar:'•.SpangLed.i
Banncr-" ani to the time whon George Washington was but four years old. It is true that
servicos of the Church of England were road at intorvals in the bui1~p,.g in Beaufort usod".'.:
as a Court Hq\lse,,;,but ,:there was no churchbu'ilding thereJ;'q.ranotrhor 37 years and morc, an,a!"
the socond:',cb)\,lr~r;.in :the-county', Bc.l.Lrs+Chapo'l, on the Sound above Morehead City, was not
built foranothor 20 years.

'.,. ~'
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"-~/;:'rJ;le,old ,Quaker Moeting HOus6'~'according to, a, ~:ketch made, from a desciription byMr..•Alex
Forcman-whornaab moot-ing in it" wasra little in front and to the right of>tho present
building -- facing toward Beaufort. In it over a period of 100 years and more worshipped
Stantons, Hills, Bordens, pacqud.ne ts , Rustulls, Bf.shops, Hortens, ~ess()ps, Maces,Williams,
F:f§zie;rs, Robors ons , Wests, ;OWens,>Hc110ns, Dav.i.sos, Eubanks, Chadwi.cks., Harr-Lscs , Howards,
Physiocs, Wades,'Lovetts, Foromans, Rum16ys, 'Scotts, Cartwrights, Dickinsons, and scores of
others 0 ~

By 1812 ,tho Quakers wero beginning t9 be concerned over the Methodists who came in after
the Revolution. "Fourth mont.h" of that-yoar, VvilliamRipley was called up for forsaking
Meeting and attending "several meetings amongst the Methodists and following their modos".

\ J

The Core Sound Moeting bogan'td1fall: off tromthe~ on, not bocauso all the ouakcr-s be-
came Methodists., but bccauseprc~sur61(wa:s' brought to boar on them from within their church
for owning and employing slaves. Farmers can't farm without labor, so with the opening .of
t,ho froe states in the West, family after fB:~ii:vmigrated to Ohio and, .Illinois. As .t.he
group Loft behind grew smal.Lcr«and, smaller, more and more frequently member-swere df.sowncd
for "marrying out of unity", and "marrying out of"u:hity" usually meant marrying a Methodist..
TJntil about 1850 Methodist was the only other church denomination in this,section.

~0:":'C:~ : .' . l '.' ,.'-

By 1841 the number of Quak&rs had(b6come so sm~ii that the moeting',~sC.;!:Laid down", re-
cords wore given up to tho Quartorly'Mo6ting, andmombers woro t:r;qnsferrcdto Gontontnao
Mooting 0 Quakers' are said t6 havo'revisited the Heeting House un,tii it perished from decay •
.One of, the families· left is also 'said to have·taken up residenco'in the Mooting House until
hry"could, or-cct :his own, and as Long-as' the bllilding stood, he and other families met regu-
larly for silent worship •

. ;Tp-R,.MoetinKI;Iousewas built on the land 'of Ni.ckko s Briant, Long dead at tho time the
Mee,t~f\g,was !'laid down",~rndit wai:3':1855 before adeod to the property was perfected. At
tha t time it was deeded to Charles G. Foreman and Ambors Jones from William H. Davis to be
hold in trust for the yearly Meeting of Friends at Guilford College for ~;;L;OOand tho fur-
ther cons i.dcr-atd.on of having the ptivilegoof holding worship of Almighty God•••• shall we
ever so. dosLro , deeded theproporty\ to tho Metho<iists. t[~ny .of the' old Ouaker families
were ..~\Ilethp~ists py this time sbit seems a natural transfer. 'In the present day membership
of l'ut~le's Grove are Methbdists whose forebearers worshipped here as Friends and were among
-thoso disowned for loving and marrying Methodist boys and girls.

Bel?ide -t he highway Lrr.f'rorrb of the church today is an historical markor which is number-
ed c--35 , ,erectedby the Archives and Highway i;lepartmerr'ts in 1959, which rgadsas follows:
"Core Sound IvIeet:j..ng,Quaker Center for 'more than 100 years after 1733, mfgrat.Lon west
was one cause of decline. Meoting House was 50 yards' west."

It was on the si.to of this Meeting House" wr{ich had been deeded by tho Friends to tho
Ann"St;co:i:;, Met)lOdist Church in Beaufor-t ,that in ,18,98, just before the t'l.'g'n,of the century,
the Rev. D.ff.' Tuttle -' who at that time was pastor 6fthe Ann Stroot Church, conducted'<ari
evangelistic service or old-time revival. A tent answered for a house of worship, benches
for pews and the packed ground for a floor. '

'oru~e;as :this "house of Worship" was, UDder its canvas roofing there ,was .cr6~te:~ a
spiritual awakeru.ng that brought forth the present church which stands as ra mcmor'Lal, to the

<.
Rev. M~. Tuttlo-" ;-

:I::'
Within the noxtyearor two f'o.LLowingtha"b meoting and tho holding of several religious
meetings in homes of the community, a church organization was formed on September 18, 1902,
under the leadership of the Rev. J.H.M. Giles, who was on the Carteret Circuit at that time.
Until a housoof worship was bUilt, servd.ccs were conducted in the Wire Grass school build-
ing. . 1,.

Seven charter members made up tho church society: Durant E. Langdale, Isadora Langdale,
William ;0 0 Hunni.ngs, Martha'C ~ Htinningi', 'Sara V • Dudley" IvTrs. Edward"Chadwi.ck, Mary Arthur ,"
ani Sophropia Jennett. "

,}.'

Const.ruc td.on-of the presentbuildingiw9-'s' s;t~f.fod in 1902. Gener-ous donations were made
of building material and Labbr , F'r'omthoO;~a.w!'ml11sof TomNorriscamo the frame work for
the building, cut from the trees on the church sLto , Financial aid came from various sourcos
bo th from individuals and from the work of tho women at; .bho .chunch ,

i"" [:. '_L .': ~ ;. '-'

The'foll,QW:ing;;ear ,the':fi~~t .wedding wa~;soidInniZQ~'b§the "pastor of.:'the young church
when ;Jfiss'~a Dickinson andWestHOo~e>re'\n:a'rricd:,(~'!" . """,

r·'· ·,~;,,··.u)_..'..... -. . ._.: '.i..j" ....,·~·~ :.J .~.~ '<.J ''', ..-:;.;. .; }:: ':-).:' , : :'.!-,

By 190i.t;th9.'lmombor:ShipMasf'ihcl??,asntl bft~e 'fbil;,ovr~n,g:pct~pns: GQq;~~'P. L~ri~'~::'~eOI'gdj'
H, Lewis,;S~-Q.fl ,J.,••-tL<D'Vti:s;< touis'J,~'l'Frch6h, BimnaFrCnch; 'JohnR. Hill, Mnrni3. L. 'HH1'~;Annio.,' ':.i:
S. Hill, Allee LOins, Dai.ev Go Dudley, a nd Dollie L. Dudley"

'.J.
)
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On Sunday, April 29, 1906, the Rev. Mr. Tuttle, then located at Fayetteville, returned
to the sceno of his evangelistic service from which this church was begun and dedicated the
new church. On this occasion were baptised sterling Lewis, Geraldine Lewis and Virginia
Simpson.

The Rev. "IN.A.Piland was pastor at the t:iJii~,:githe dedication and tg~_)rustees~,a~d ste-
wards were: Durant Langdale, William D. Hunni~gs ;and Urs. Sara Dudley.' '.'T. •• '.:--

Wi thin the next year both Urs ~ Sara Dudl¢y,j~nd Mr. Hunnings passed away. IvTr.·Hunnings
was the first to be buried in the Fethodist cemetery adjoining the church •.

? .

The depression of 1931 found the church in bad condition, both spiritual-as well as fi-
nancial, to the extent that the Conference was considering abolishing the charge ~ To the
Rov , F.B. Brandenburg, who was on the circuit from 1921 to 1934, is gi~lmthe'crodit for
building up the church again, raisng funds for general repairs, and increasing attendance.

By 1945.? the church having increased in m'brrl'beTshipand interest, ar}.p;x:t(~n~ivq,program
of remodeling took place. Funds were raisoi ·'an,d.from generous dona td.ons tho, chqr,cltwas
repaired and repainted. "- _;\

)r -, ."

Preaching services had never been held more than once a month until 1950, but a weekly
Sunday School had been maintained in which families of the members had been increased by
members of other churches living nearby. This remains true even toctay•. Tonsuperinten-
dants have served the Sunday School since its beginning. They are: Durant Langdale, Mrs.
111'011ieStanton, Mrs. Effie Sabiston, c.s.n.n , Henry Lewis, Mrs. Dollie Dudley, 'Mrs. W.B.
Nor-r Ie , Mrs. Marie Campen, Mr. B.A. Phelps and Mrs. I\larieCampen who is serving 'at the
present time for her second term. - ,~ ', \ '., :

,-,(. '

Under the leadership of the Rev. R.B. Poul.k, who was assigned to the charge in 1953,
the church enjoyed an increase in membership and attendance. In 1956 the membership num-
bered 45 and in that same .year an agditio:n was made t.9-tne building which furnished -the
mucli:rIeede(f"rcioIn:forthegrowingi?uhday,;S~hool and young 'people t s ,.societies. This new
add l.td.onwas dedic'at:~cf,{the Martha" HunrArigs" annex, in honor of Mrs. Martha Runnings, who. );'1;

at that time was the only surviving charter member of the church. .

The church seems to have been tossed about somewhat by Conference: First it was on the
old Carteret circuit; in 1919 it was placed on a newly created charge known as the Har-
lowe c~rcuit; in 1925 Conference combined the Newport and Harlowe circuits into one, known
as the Newport-Harlowe circuit; in 1928 the church became a part of the Straits-Harlowe
circuit; in 1949 it was changed over to the Havelock circuit. At this time, 1949, the
Core Creek Church was received into the Methodist Conference. This newly received church,
Tuttle's Grove Church, and the Merrimon Church, along with the North River Church united
in 1950 to compose the Beaufort Circuit. These four churches made up the Beaufort Circuit
until 1962, when the North River Church was taken off the charge by Conference. This left
Core Creek, Merrimon, and Tuttle's Grove composing the Beaufort Circuit. These three
churches today compose what is known as the Core Creek Charge.

The United Methodist Women of the church, locally known as the "Dollie Dudley Circle",
has been one of the most active arms of the Church since its inception.

The first music of the church was furnished by a bellows organ which was purchased new.
This was followed by a piano which was sued solely until 1961 when a new Baldwin electro-
nic organ was purchased by the church. The first organist of the church was Dollie Fore-
man ,Dudley; she was followed by Daisy Dudley Lewis, Lela Merrill Nelson, Ruby Sabiston
Feltoll, Mamie Merrill Nelson, Geraldine Lewis, Rosa Eubanks, Mrs. Nettie Taylor Tallman,
Hrs. Daisy Springle, and Mrs. Evelyn Jordan, who is the present organist. Dollie Foreman
Dudley was active in the music of the church for a period of fifty years or more.

The present church membership is 50.
During the life of he church the following pastors have served:

Rev. J .H.M. Giles 1902-04
Rev. \V.A. Piland 1905-06
Rev. D.A. Futrell 1907-09
Rev. J.P. Pate 1909-10
Rev. C.O. Durant 1911
Rev .•F.T. Fulcher 1912-13
Rev. W.B. Humble 1914
Rev. C.H. Caviness 1915-18
Rev. Guy Hamil ton 1919
Rev. J .M. Caraway 1920
Rev. W.T. Cheek 1921-22
Rev , J.C. Carter 1924
Rev~ H.L. DAVIS 1925-26
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Rev. E.W. Downum
. , 'Rev , E.L'.' Stack

Rev. J.C. Harmon' ,_.. "'! I

Rev. F .B. Bra nderi6't1:fg, /.
Rev. J.L. Joice
Rev. IVI. D. MCLamb
Rev. IVI.~V.Stevenson~~:' .i.j· .~~C

Rev. C.J. Honeycuf;,:'i :-,';F "',

Rev. H.B. Lewis
Rev. IV.D~Caviness
Rev. C. Maness ~Jitchelr ,','
Rev. L.A. Lewis
Rev. R.M. Poulk' ,>'
Rev e James E. SmYt}h· . r-

Rev. Leonard Hayo
Rev. W.D. Moore
Rev. G.T. Bridgers
'Rev ~ L.A. Lewis
Rev. C.P. Mason
Rev. C.I. Umstead
Rev. H.F. Yearick
Rev"~'Ronald Cyr
Rev. Stephen Mann
Rev. Vance Lewis
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The site upon which Tuttle's Grove trni ted Methodist Chur-ch stands has served as, a Land-s.
mark for Christians for more than 250 years. May it long continue to serve as
1!God1s Acrell•
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