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Pre-Historical Notes of Sims Methodist Church

By: rass Lessie Simpson

During the month of Septombel" 1919 the Rev. J. Herbert _,liller,
pastor of the Calvary Charge, ( a Hission of the First ~1ethodist Church
of Hilson, H. C.), and Kr. Charles L. Coon, Supt. of Public Schools of
Hilson County, organized a Sunday School at the Roc ~ Hill C·raded Sc 1001,
(now Lamn ' s School.) Hith the hopes and aspiration of establishing a
~:ethodist Church in that c omnunf.t.y , The School progressed nicely, r-eact ..-
ins an onr-o'Ll.morrt of ovor 100, children and adults, in a very short timo,
but after near-Ly a yoar-s \lorl: it va s concluded that tho :.:10,20rit;: 0:1:'tho
"'C11001T <"' '"10;"')01'S11J' p "roo T<"'''"'"i C"-J. '-'··L'll·lr."Jand J.;)'l .•.. ..., 'o'}-',ocl'jro'" C;"lrc'l l'11Q _ P _ . .:...d •...~. ~ \ CJi.:I .UL.l.•J:.) It Q v ;.1_ J. __ ,..,\ _., c·.•_ .. L v..J...'•••.•" G U, ~._ \..1_ •• '-' ••.__ 1:..) L .~..L_ .L_ _

t.haL localit~r woul.d not .)0 :Ll'uitful, t.l.o ideo. vras abandonod , In t 10

r,1e2::"lti::Ot>e :!.'c.st.or- of t,lle =ailo:,r l.et.1.oc1ist ChargB contacted tho :lev.
1:1". ::il::"e1' about a chur-ch io U2.S se:'vinc; Loca ted about tuo wiles ~~OY'tl1.
of T:l0 OI"m of SimG, ltnovm as The :Jet llehem Chur-ch,

'he Be t.h'Lchon Church, "lwvhichwas organized some.t.Lmearound 1828,
vra s in a 1")001'"state of ropair; t ae fai thfill member-s wer-e nearly all
deceasod; the Church Comnunl t.y was largely made up of tr8,nslt t.onant.s ;
t.ho attendance, support, and interost nearly nil. Ho assured 1:1". l:illor
that Tho 3ailey CharGe wcul.d support t ..e movement of the cl.os Lng of
Bot.h'Lohon , and aid hLm , in any iTaY·possible, in organizing a now r.:etl1odist
congr-cga tion in the 'I'ovrn of SiDs, H. C•

. he .ev. III'. 1=iller, and.ta number- of interested I:ethodist
vrho Ilvec1 in The Toun of Sirls and thecsurrounding c ommunfty, but held
church membership in distant churches, set about GettinG such a novenent
underway .

On the L~th Sunday afternoon of ·.Iay 1920 at 3 0 I clod: a Special
Conferonce was held in The Sins Graded School, and The Sins Het.hodist
Church wa.s orGanized with the follovTing member-a, by t.r-ansf'or- certificates
boc omf.nr; its Charter I1eI1bel"'s:

':T. E. Jones, from the Stantonsburg, r.:ethodist
Church; l·:rs. J. S. Bailey from the Pleasant Grove l~ethodlst Chur-ch; D. H.
Glover, J. ~"J. Lamm, ::rs. J. ~<l. Lammfrom The BetrueheD r:ethoc1ist Church;
S. n. Glover, llr-s , S. H. Glover, Hiss IIlna- Glover, R. C. Lamm, Brs. R. C.
Lanm, Hubert Simpson, Daisy Simpson, Florence Simpson, Lessie Simpson,
1:1's. II. Ander-son Daniel, all from Tho Hornes Kethoc1ist Chur-ch (Nash Co. ) ,
I'f. Anderson Darrie'L from The First Christian Church, I:Tilson, E. C.; and.
J. L. Hinnant from The Buckhor-n I·:ethodist Church"; (\<Tilson Co.)

Bone year-s later the I~. C. Conference sold the Bethlehem Church
Building to a r:ethodist congr-egat.Lon near \lalstonburg, IT. C. who used its
timbers in thecconstruction of its Church.



HISTO Y SI:·:S I:ETHO1ST CHURCH--1920-1965

Prepared f'r-om ecords & Ilomor-y

by Lessie Sinpson - Nov. 1965

O~G~;IZ TIOITOF sn:s r:ETHODISTCH CH: Hay 23, 1965

On the lj·th Sunday of Hay 1920 at 3 P. I., there met in the Sils
Graded School House a Gl~OUP of Christian ':or-ker-a who wer-e anxious to get a
r:ethodist Church establis ..ed in The 'I'ovrn of Sims, E. C. I:eoti115 'Hith t .is
group was the Rov. J. Herbert r·:iller, pastor of t_ e Cal vary Char~e,
l.!ilsol1, I:. C., a body of The HashinGton District, I. C. Conference.

After an Ln spf.r-a't.Lono.L sor-non by tho Rcv , Iallor, a Special
Churc Conference \laS held, wLt.h lIr. lliller presiding,and The Sins I:othodist
Chupch, Sims, E. C. Has duly orcanizecl uith (17) seventeen members by
Certificates of Transfer. Bundny School Has also or-garit.z od on the sane
date, '""it__Hubert Simpson elected its Superintendant.

:n:1S'I' 'I' u\I~SFE _==LDERS:'J. J. Jonos, Iir-s , J. S. Bailey, D. H.
Glover, J. 1.1. Lamm, ':rs. J. u, Larnn , S. H.

Glover, I~l"S. S. H. Glover, lUna- Glover, • C. Lamm, 1-rs. • C. Lann ,
Hubert Simpson, Daisy Simpson, Florence Simpson, Lessie Simpsen, "T. Anderson
Daniel, ::rs. ~.,. 1 nderson Daniel, and J. L. Hinnant.

FIRST OFFICI L BO D: by Nomination

Pastor --------------------- J. Herbert r·Iiller

St ewar-d - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - J. L. Hinnant

Truatees: ------------------ Hubert Simpson, J. L. Hinnant, D. H.
Glover, S. H. Glover, W.Anderson

Daniel
Sunday School Supt.------- Hubert Simpson

Bui1dfung. Committee -------- Hubert Simpson, Chairman
J. L. Hinnant, and:D ~ a.. GI-o..-Ve'l.! t

These officers wer-e duly elected by a uarterly Conference held in The Firs.t
ethodist Church,\lilson, "'LC. \"lith Lev. IT. H. D. ':Tilson, Presiding Elder
in charGe, JQne 25, 1920

FIRST REVIVL: Oct. 19200
During the uont.h of Oct. 1920, I:r. Eiller conducted

a leeks revival services and received the folloHin5 into the membership:

By VOviS: U. o. l:anning, Ilr-s, ':J. O. i-:anning, i.:rs. C. F. _inch,
!:rs. A. B. Lucas, C. G. Davis, Ilr-s , C. G-. :)avis, ':1. D.
Liles, S. L. Atkinson, and Eiss Iva Davis

By Certificate of Transfer:
russ Fannie Perry, from :!first Iiethodist

Church,Nilson, N.C.



ERECTIONFIRST CHURCHBUILDnrG: 192I

The Sims School lias used for all church and Sunday school
services, but by November 1920 the attendance and interest was fast
out 3ro,\,1ing a-ccommodation facili ties of the school building, and a Church
Building became a l1UST, so the Trus_tees, by aut.hor-t za tion of the membership,
purchased a nice lot, as a BuildingSi te, from J. S. Bailey and i'life,
Nannie B. Bailey; a cleed f'or- same wa-s duly executed on September 22, 1920,
and is of record in Book 125, PaGe 391, \'Jilson County Register of Deeds_
Office. '.

By solici ta tion and pledges_ the Building CO".1illit te secured
sufficient funds uith whl ch to begin a Building Program, the plans wer-e
dr-awn for an A type roof building consisting of a Sanctuary vIith tHO
Sunday Sc ioc.L ooms, that woul.d open up into the Sanctuary, giving ita
seating capacity of l25. The building to be constructed of wood,

The contract for the construction wa.s given to Mr. C. E.
l:lilliams, and wor-k.got underway in April 1921, arid was completed in
August 1921. The cost of' Lot, Building and Furniture amounted t.o :~5,000.00
CorninG wor-ahl p was held. in the New Church on the Second Sunday of
Septenber,192l. THOservices per month vrere held t~ereafter.

'::::~!.e>othoc1ist of Sh.:s :;..'oalizoll G.10:l:;'~'"lit~on of t:Lleir ::::'::'1-103t
1-;.01-:03011 t:J.o :'ipst SLu1clayof Eovo,Jbor 1921, ~I:'lOncho =~mT C~ll.l:;'>C~l?for irh.lch
c,hey had mado Dany sacrifices to build uo.s doclared. free of debt, and
dedication to The Glory of God, with Rev. Killor, pastor in chargo. The
hev. ~7. E. D. '.filson, residinG Elder of r he ~lasllinGton District, received.
the Church for Ghe Horth Carolina Conference.

After tho Acts 0:' Dedication, Rev. l)ilson preached a ser-aon of
dedication, t.ak l.ng his text f'r-on First Tinothy, 3rd chapter and 15th verse:
"But. if I tarry long, t iat thou mayst know hOVTthou oughtest to behave
thyself in the House of God, wht.ch is the Church of the Living God, the
pillar and ground of the truth."

The speaker gave himself considerable latitude in h1s ex-
planation of the \Tord church and the various rolaGions it held to the
members and the vror-Ld, and the I-ray it should be considered as a sacred
place for tho \lorsnip of the AlmiGhty Goel.

In part he said: t1SoElespea,;: of' the church, meaning the
build1ng, some refer to it as a body of members, others thin~ of it as
the chur-ch universal; t e Savior referred to it as His br-Ldo, the Lamb's
vrife. "

liThe v-vor<iJLis derived from tho Greek "EccLeat.a" Which moans those
whomGod has called out from other folks to be His peculiar people, that
they may be a shining example of His wor-k here on earth. 'l'herefore, we
Ha,nt this church to be a monument to God. A place you have erected invlhich
to wor-ah l p IUm. a place f'or-r- the gathering of t.he people that they may in
all sacredness and true holiness vlOrship Him. Oh, that like Isaiah in the
tenple, the spirit of' God may fill this house, and that it may be the
trystinG place for those who r-ea.LLyand truly seck after Ht.n,

l~r. !:[ilson further stated that since there are conf'licting vf ews
and opinions on almost every subject, that it is guite natural to find
people holding dif'f'erent religious. beliefs, but tnat should not cause a.
ri va-ry among the vari ous denor:linati ons , but the real i za ti on that there is
One G-od, and One Saviour, and the purpose of all the churches. is to direct



the minds of men to Him that they might find ever-Lsrs t.Lng life. n

The services wer-e vory impressi vo, the music being especially
good. In the choir wer-e a number from Hilson uhich included III's. C. L.
Coon, 1,:iSBElsie Spc:n.....5er, HI's. G-iles l:linstoad, Eiss Cloo 'Jinstead, 1·:iss
Zell \Jinstead and rUss Gladys Foust; 11iss Clee .[instead and Kiss G-ladys:
Foust accompanied Hiss Zel1. Hinstead, pianist, with thoir violins.

G-IF'rs AIJD~:El=ORILS:
The follovinG Gifts to the church vore

acknow.l edged, namely
Pulpit Bible----------- By ev , J. Her-ber-t, l'lillor

Conrnuna on Service Co Cloth-- By Dr. & 1:rs. \Jade Anders.on

Light Fixtures------------- by Hubert Simpson and
Jul.ian Hinnant.

The _ev. 111".IUller served the church as pastor until November 1922. The
Rev. I.". norman Vaughan f'o'I Lowed :':1". r:iller and served. the church for t.wo
yoars.

At the Annual Conference of Nov. 192L!-, the Sims Church va.s removed
from the Calvary Charge and placed \1ith The 3ai1ey Charge.

l"IOI-IANSSOCIE Y C~_ISTIAN SERVICE0 ,G.lJIZED: us. 1939

In August 1~9 a' Homans Society of Christian Service
was orGanized for the Church, in the home of !Irs. J. D. Boyette. !-iI's.
L. T. Singleton iVQS the OrGanizer. Ers. J. D. Boyette was the organizations
first President; 1:rs. Garland Hammerick, its first secretary.

In June 1946 the I:ethodist Church of Bailey became a Sta;tion vror-k ,
therefore the Bailey Cha.r-ge was dissolved and a Hew Charge was organized,
embr-acLng the Ilt , Ploasant, I.:iddlesex and Sims Churches, wht.ch charge was
known as The l:t. Pleasant Charge, of the Raleigh D'is t r-Lct.,

Since 1920 - 1954 t.wo members of the Sims Church have answer-ed
the call to preach, namely II. I·i. Halters and Charles E. Page. Rev. l:!alters
is now a member of a Neu York Conference, servine; a church in New York'
Ci ty. Rev. Page is a member- of The ':Testern North Carolina Conferonce, and
cur-r-errt.Lv (1965) servine; a church in Groensboro, F. C.

pr:s-.t L_I~S FORA :~E'J DUrLiI:~G r:OG,::: 1952

:Jurill[j the pn s t.or-ahd p of Rev. T. E. House, ~Ji949-195:4) t.ho need
for o,dc.,(~uate facilitios to toJ-;:e care of t:,.o you -11 \Tor:;:, 1-T0: r- iod vO-.t'Yheavy
upnn. the hcar-t.a of :·Ip. i-;:ouse~ t:l0 loacLel'D.of y out.h \lOP1\:, and a public
spirltoc1 cLt.Lzon , LX's. Etta :Jurnott.

As a first step t-owar-d pr-ovLd.i.ng mor-e space, 1·:ps. ~upl1ett, hor
son, J. • and vrl.f'e , iiuth ~ul""nett, on June 16, 1952 graciously nr-eaont.ed a
deed to tho Sims C:mrch mrustoos, Hubert Sinpson, 1bel"t IHchols and
H. F. '.Jillianson, for a lot 105 x 105 ft on the cornor of Pine and Barnes.
Stx'eet", sane adjofnin J(, _e ~:ethodist Church lot, wh.l ch Deed is r-ecor-ddd. in
Book 4(9, page ~1~4, \"!llson County Registry.



BUILDIl~GOF SECONDCHurCHBUILDING: 1951~ - 1959

AP1~il ll, 1954 , under the Lea ~ership of ev.
n ev bu l Ldl ng pr-ogr-amwa s autLorized by a Special C ur-ch
~he following Officers were elected:

T. E. House, a
uarterly Conference.

Building COI:lElittee: H. IT. Glover, Hubert Simpson, A. J. Nichols,
L. H. Glover, Jr., and Albert Daniel

Finance Committee: L. A. Adams, III's. T. G. Bailey, l·lrs. S. E~
Fl.owor-s, III's. Ibert Daniel, vI. N. Glover,
L. O. \'filson, and 1-1rs. Bruce ':,!illiamson

Treasurer: H. N. Glover

Secretary: lass Lessie Simpson

After the organization of these comnittoes, they began the task of Fund
Raising Projects, and Building - lanse One-half of the estimated cost had
to be r'aised or pledged, before a building could be s t.ar-t.ed.,

After many plans. had been studyed, a final plan \'las ap roved
and adopted on Feb. 27, 1955, as dravm by ~rchitects Benton & Benton, of
.Jil son, I~.C. The plans vrer-e •

Let the original church structure stand upon
its site and extend it in length lay 20 feet t'r-om the back , in order to make
it, (the sanctuary) a sea.t.Lng capacity of 200; construct an Educational
Building, adjoining the sanctuary in back, of a t.wo story , consisting of
[) class rooms, t.wo rest rooms, a ldtchen and a Fellovlship Hall. The entire
building to be brick vane er-ed , The Estimated cost VIas around ;~l~O,OOO~00

, he construction of the Education Building was begun in June
1955, on a "pay as you 30" plan, wh.i.ch \-101'1;: was largely done by donated
labor and materials., too numer-ous to itemize here, but a; valuation as
follows:

Materials ---------- $5,437.57
Labor -------------- 2,495~27

~l1ftDl]tDIftxt}R:xNQl~:7j{&R:xJk&kNxxxN.cnrXy.2:~:;c~dr2~§ix

xxx}~xm!lI~xal:aQ:x!ldt
APPLICAg:tIONFO A LOAN: Oct. 1958

By October 1958 The BuiLdLng Fund vras expended, the wor-k not
nea-rly finished.; the uncompleted building rapidly depreciating, so under
tho leadership of Rev. L. E. Lugar, pastor, a Special Conference was held
Oct. 19, 1958, for the purpose of presenting a resolution authorizing the
Board of Trustees to sign a Not.e and Deed of Trust, in the amount of
:~ll~·,oOO.OObear-Lnc interost at tho rate of ,~%, Ri::iillX payable to the Board
of Ilat.Lona.L I~issions of the l:ethodist Church.

SIG-HINGOF HOTE_'0 LOAN: Nov. 29, 1955 .
On the ~qth day of Nov~L1DCr 1959, the folloll1ng. BOf.1l"dof

Trustees, L. O. 1;lJ.lson, ft. F. \'lilllam~on, J. u. Duke, Donrrts lhchols
and Albert DanLe'L, signed a Deed. of Trust, accompanied with a Note of even
date, in the amount of 'Jl1!·,OOO.OObearing interest at the rate of ll--@-%,vlith



semi-annual payments of .::750. 00 for 18 payments and one (I) payment
(~500.00, payable to H. G. Connor, Trustee for he National Board of
same being duly recorded in Book 678 page 205 of the \,1ilson County
The chock in abov.e amount VIaSdeliverel to L. O. Wilson, Treasurer,
Dec. 1, 1958.

COI-IPLETIONOF BUILDING: August 1959
On January 9, 1959 the Trustees entered into a

contract "Ii th H. H. Strickland, Contractor, to corrpl.e t.o the Sanctuary.
The anctuary, Educational Building Here finished, an furnished in August
1959, at a cost of ~4 ,216.64.

of
1,:issions
egistery.
on

FO.:.1IAEOPErHNG: ugust 30, 1959
Formal Opening of the Sanctuary and Educational

Building was held August 30, 1959 with the pastor, Rev. Robert E. Wood in
charge. The District Supt., Rev. Graham E. Eubanks, of tho Raleigh District
Rev. T. E. House and \ov. L. E. Lugar, former pastors, ta~ina part. The
Pev. LUGar preached the Formal Oponing Sormon, using as his subject:
lIA Groat Churchlt•

::E: RIALS &. GL.TS:
Several i tens in the Sanctuary wer-e a c rnoirLedged as

folIous:
Hemorial \.lindo\! in memor-y of
Kemori.a1. Jindm'T in memory of
1-:emorial \Jindow in memory of
r.:emorial '.JindovTin memory of
:~e:10rial ~lindo\T Ll LiO or' of.
::oI,01'i0.1 il::l\.LOU in '::0'_1 or~l of

C. G. Davia, by Polly P Da~is
Juanita Glover, by r·Ir.&:Ers. 'd. _j.Glever
Albert Nichols,by _-ir.& IC:rs. _ .J. NlOOhols
I~rs. Albort Nichols, by Dennis lJicho1s
::..lbort &. ~;oaly .Ja:vi8,~)~r C::.o. _.:s. <'P
Janos D. oole, by :-r. C~==:1."s.Ca:1.'11011

""oele;
Ot;.1.0l"'.!indous wer-e ;i ven by:

_.rs. Irene ::inton
::1'1. c:: ..r-s , J. C. Duke
l':r. c: I=rs. J. D. Boyotte
l:r. &. ::rs. S. E. louers
I-Ir. 8.; Er s., R. T. IIarl"i aon
::l". &.. I:rs. '.J. T. '.1il1ia-mson

Altar Crosa: by IIr. &. :l"s. Cullon .Tichols

Candle Sticks, by Lessie Simpson in honor of ev. J. Herbert I:iller
and Hubert Simpson.

_ulpit Bible by ~·Lr.a.Ers. ~-T.(. Corbitt, in honor of r.:r. c; I:rs.
Howard I. ~lillianson

Offering 1ates by Edwar-d Hardy .!ilson

Desk for Pastor's Study by Hr. a I-Irs. Howar-d F. lrTilliamson

Cross over Gues t Register by The C. F. Finch Family

D te En cwraerrt Fund, a Grant of )4,000.00

Bequest f'r-ora Hiss Fannie Perry Esta~t,e



Ilembor-a of the Building Committee at time of Opening 1"e1"0:
v, N. Glover, Chairman; A. J. Nl.cho.Ls , and R. \"l. Alford.

The Church ha s. since acknouledged. further Gifts"_ as f'o'l Lows:

Candle Lighter by lass Beatrice Jones.

F'l.ower- Urn by I·Irs... Thelma, High Jerkins., in memory of Luther High

In the Jlli~e 1962 Annual Conforence the Sima Church was taken off the
I·it. Pleasant Charge, and became sLation wor-k ,,,ith the Rev. J. S. Pearsall.
being a s sd.gned, its pastor; he is also Chaplian.. for The Ea:aterll_ North

Car-oLf.na Hefll'its.l., I'lilson, N. C.; ••• 'h;>,·v,-
In the June Annual Conforence of 1961~the Sims Church became a. body of the
Rocky Hount District,: J. S. Pearsall, Pastor

PRESENTSTATUSOF CHURCH:Dec. 1965

Of' the seventeen (l7) original !J.embers_10 are deceasBtiE.€El; 5 still
hold membership \",ith the church, and 2 bave trans.fered to other chur-che a,

Present Church Membership: 148

Sunday School Enrollment ----------------- 63
Officers & Teachera ---------------------- 9

NOlliansSociety Christian Service -------- 27

1965 Budget: ----------------------------- 95,1.48.00

1965 Indebtedness.! - --- - -- -- ---- - -- ---- -- ,,4,250.00

1965 Valua·tion all Property ------------- ~?52 ,000.00 (Appr-ox.)

OFFICIAL BOARD:Mrs.. Irene Hinton, Chairman ; Asst. Chairman 1c11"S. Al.be.rt
Daniel

Trustees: L. O. ~'lilson, Hilli.am A. stott, Aubrey Nichols.,
J. C. Duke, Albert Daniel, A. J. Hichols.

Stewards: Royster Alford, Leon. A. Adams (Honorary), Ex's. T. G.
Bailey, Hrs. J. C. Dylite, rh's. Berta F'Lowcr-s., \'/. N.
G·lover, Beatrice Jones, Cullen Nichols, H.T. HiJl.1iams..oll.
T. Glenn BalLey

Recording Secx'etary: Ilr-s , T. Glenn Bailey

Treasurer: HI'S. S. E. F'Lowcr-a

Lay Leader: De~~lie Lee Glover

Communion Steuard, lc:rs. Florence S. t:Jilliamsol1.

S. S. Stlpt.: '.!illiaLl A. stott

President -.ronans Society: Ilr-s , Albert Daniel



LIST OF PASTORS WHO EAVE SERVED THE SIllS CHU_ CH: 1920-JL965
J-. Herbert Ic1iller-------------- 1920-1922
Itl. Norman Vaughan - ------------ 1922-1924
E. C. Nanneas ----------------- 1924-1928
J. C. 1;,Jillia1l1s.------.---------- 1928-1933
H. G. Farrior ----------------- 1933-1938
L. T. Singleton ---------------- 1938-1939
v, L. Lay --------------------- 1939-1943

,D. A. Petty ------------------- 19LJ-3-1945
I. T. PooI, -------------------- 1945-1946
v, G. Brogan------------------- 1946-1949
T. H. HaLB::Le------------------- 1949-1954
L. E. Lugar ------------------- 1954-1958
R. E. Wood --------'------------ 1958-1962
John S. Pears.all -------------- 1962- Currently serving

, '
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