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INTRODUCT. ON

Sharon Methodist Church is located in the
northern part of Camden County, North Carclina
in the community known as Sharon.

The present Sharon Methodist Church was
bullt around seventy-—eight years ago according
to the cornerstone in the northwest part of
the church, which is dated July 4, 1894, There
are no written records covering this period so
I have had to rely on the remembrances of a few
people who were living then. I also found
some deeds concerning the church in the Court-
house at Camden, N.C. If I have misquoted or
misunderstood anyone or any fact, the error is
regretted and stands corrected.

I have enjoyed the researching and writing
of this booklet and have loved talking to the
older folks and listening to them reminisce.
Althouzh it has taken me over three years to
gather my notes and write this, I did not mind
except for the passing of time, because it was
a labor of love,

Mary Evelyn whitehurst
day 15, 1972

Archives & History Com,
1307 Glenwood Ave,

Raleigh, NC 27605 ARCHHT]



DEDICATION
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who have worked so loving=
and faithfully to Raep Sharon Church as &

L ]

of worship for all the commumity where
Word of God may always be heard and

Christisn fellswship enjayed.

This book is dedicated to all members,

and present

Let you who walk with self-same footeteps now
Remenber that this ground iz hallewed sod.
desication morn daumed bright and clear
the year of eightean hundred ninety-feour,
on that special day, July the Fourth
pact was mads with God forevemore.
For hers wes gathered on that sumy day

How fair a church stands on this apot
vhers long-forgotten feet were womt to tred.

888z

A pleassnt crowd, that cems from far and wide,

To ask a blessing and to dedicate

A country church, with reverence and pride.



ACENOWLEDGEMENTS
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Foster Raper who was born om September 9, 1886,
2 1§.§l%wmmmtnmuhombommmm
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To the following people I &lso ows thanks amd to
others, too mmer-us to mention, who also remembeyed

many iittle things.

Mra. A. M. Spencer who gave me permission to use
her list of preachers.

Rev. Gens Goldfinch who let me look over the old
reco1ds in the parscnage.

Mr. Jack Leary, Register of Dseds, Camden, N. C.
who helped me to find the old deeds in the Courthouse.

¥rs. Welma McPhereon Jackson who losnsd me the old

ploture of the clmrch.
Mr. Robert Mimton for the mimsographed copies of
the typed pages.



THE FIRST CHURCH

fecording o the flret reference I have, the meetismg house callsd Sharon
hae ity inception in 1836. However, I cen £ind no record %o substantizte
this atetenent. The firet record I found in the Courthouse A% Camden,Horih
Carcline was %he fellowing in Deed Bock MM, page 85.

"This indemfurs maga the 218% day of October im the year of Gur Lord,
182, batwesm Demais D. Ferebes, County of Carvituck, ¥.C., sad Bemjamin 7.
Culpeppar of Counly of Canden, N.C., has granted, bargained, so0ld and come-
voyed lamd in the upper end of Canden COURLY ... e .@Xc0pting near the 24p
mnning ouk of the sbove pavcel of lamd, one scre that whereon the meeting
houze mow stends.”

The next record I found in the asme Courthouss i8 the deed for the one
;g_rf'a of land on which Sharom Church 3t11] stends. It 48 im Dsad Book Y, page

"fhis indemture mads this 16tk day of Jume A. D. 1847 between Dsumis D.
Ferebes of the cae part and James N. Oveartom, Yim. Prichard, James Whitehnrad,
John Williama, and Peter Pearce, a8 Tvustees for the rfrotzstamt Church. com-
mobly called Shavon, =d Jesge McFPherson, James N. Overtos, and Wm. Prichand
a8 the comndlty of common schoole for the Slsb Bridge District, joimtly of
the second part, Witnssseth, that for and in consldersticn of the dmporismcs
of the sprsad of Christlan veligion, and of the educatica of youth, in
promoting the happiesss mid welfare of every commnliy, snd having in view
the promotion of these ende, I, the said Denais D. Percbes, do give, grat,
allot, and ast over %o the sSald Twelees znd thelir succesEord in office for-
aver, by these sregeats, one acre of land in the upper s of sald comby at
§lab Bridge, adjoining the lands belonging to the helws of Benjamin T. Cule
pepper aid cn the east side of the rosd, =-belng the game =rre of lamd where-
o he mew mesting houge calleod Sharon and the new school houss pow ptand.”

_ From thess foreficing resorde, one in 1842 and the other dated 1847, we
troly know that s meeting house called Shavon has stood on this land for ws
hundred aud ¥hirty yesrs. The last record I found im the Courthouse wes in
Dsed Bool 1M, page 585; datad 22na day of April A.D. 1890.

Yinow ail mem by thepe presents: That ws, Poter C. Pearce, F.li. Sawyer,
md Trustees %o Sharom Church, oviginally of the Hethodlst Protestant denome
ingticn, md of recent date having been formally tumed over %o the Cheiatism
dnminshi.m, ummuommmum part, md State sforesaid,

of the love we bear for the cause of Chvist and from
% His heritage on earth, and the further consider-
belief that the spiritual interest of the member=
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whip «311 be incyeassd, the commmity at large bemefitted, and the cause of
Uhrist best subserved in aur actionm in the premimez, do herchy tramsfer, turn
svar, and by these presants, & comvey unto P. C. Pearce, F. M. Sawyer, Jno.
D. Gordomy; G. Ho Riggs, Jes. N. Spance, and Jeln Jaccbs, trustecs appeinted by
the Quarterly Conference, Camden Civendt, Virginia Conference M.E. Church
South, and their suscesecrs in offise forewer, all the right, title, and in-
Lerest in the one acre of land that was couveyed by deed bearing the date Jume
16%h, A.D. 1847, to the original trustees on the pard of said ehurch, lying on
the Bast gide of ihe main vpad and binding the lands pow owed by Jolm Do
MMNG&M!&S mm@m in Boak Y wm»ocoeonuanoaoemmm
trustess an the part of Sharan Church do Durdhemmore convey to the sald tra-
tens before membiacned,; the ehurch bullding now standing upen said site, and
all the apmurbensnces therots belanging, or in any wise appertaining, with ail
vights and privileges that we now enjoy to be used as a place of worship mmd
that the said trustess ahall 5% all times pemit such miristers and preacheis
belanging o the M.E. Cluwch South, s shall fyom tine to time be anthorized
by ‘the Cemexal Conference of said chuveh or the fmmual Conderence within whose
bounds the said church is situate, ks preech and expound God's holy word."

It is true that the first meetin house called Sharen was oxiginally a
Methadish Chmreh, bub for 2 fow years before 1890, it tumed to the Christian
demomination. Row many years it remzined a Chydstian Cimrch is unkunowm, bub
it did vevert back to Methsdliam in 1890, as shownr by the fovegeing deed.

The old church stocd o the sane growmd as the present ono, but it faced
the main highwey insisad of the secondary woad as Sharon now does. There is
an interesting story told %o me by Paster Raper sbout the old chureh. Hia
father, Frark Raper, bovght the building and moved it ower to his famm. It
stlll may be sean thers uhers it serves as a bam tnday. Haanvy Nosay told me
that there was an old syramore tree in froant of the chmrch where the sexton,
Jokn Creekmore, tied his horde and yockaway carrisge. The tree has bean cub
dovne, but the stump ig there beside a pele. On top of the pole is the wusty
bell from the gchoalhouse which stood acrogs a nayvow yoad fram the church.
The schoslhouse has besn sold, noved; and converted iunto a home.



THs PRESENT CHUKCH

Sharon Church, when built, was dedicated as a ilethodist Church on July
4, 1894 by a former pastor, the Reverend C. D. Crawley. For a few years,
until 1896, Sharon was on the Virginia Circuit and shered several pastors
from Virginia with the other churches on the charge. They were Joseph &,
Potts, Charles R. Taylor; C. D, Crawley and Janothan Sanford.

On Dedication Day, Rev. Crawley returned from Virginia to preach the
dedicatory sermon. This day, July L, 1894, was a very special cccasion and
it has been said that he was in "great form". Henry Nosay described him as
having a great long beard and a loud voice, The day was a beautiful Fourth
of July with the sun shining brightly and no sign of a cloud in the sky.
Miss Ada Curling came over from Hickory, Virginia with her father in a horse
and buggy. She remembered the day very wellj; how nice it was ani tha large
crowd of people, Of course as a child of thirteen, she 2njoyed being with
the other children; but it must have been there that she met her future
husband for much later she married Wm, Charles Whitehurst.

The children knew that this was a special day and acted up in a spirit
of fun and pleasurs. The grownups too were aware that a day to celebrate
like this did not come often and so they bustled and hurried around, stopping
only to chat with a neighbor sometimes, There was an air of anticipation in
the air; especially under ‘a wooden shelter on one side of the church, Under
this shelter were table loaded down with a display of food such as one can-
not imagine, so Mrs lda Jackson told me., She remembered that there were so
many horses with carts and buggies hitched everywhere, there was hardly a
vacant spot. People had come from all around to share in this happy and
glorious moment for the beginning of Sharon Methodist Church., The dedicatory
sermon, which was reverent and inspiring, was preached before dinner, After
the meal, music was played by John Jacobs, Carl Jacobs, and other men from
South #Mills, Henry Nosay told me that Carl Jacobs forgot his fife and had to
return to South Mills for it,

After so much music, good food, and joyous fellowship, the people were
reluctant to leave the churchyard, but darkness was coming and the evening
chores were waiting. The day had to end, but according to these persons who
remembered, July 4, 1894 must have been a great event in the lives of many
and a good start for a small rural church called Sharon.

The building of Sharon Church was probably started late in 1893 and
continued in 1894 although there is no record to support this., The corner-
stone in the northwest part of the church is dated July 4, 189L. Several
people who were born in 189, were told that they were born the year the
church was built, They include Henry Abbott who was born August 11, 189L;
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turst who was born Hovember 25, 1894. Also born that year were Deniel
Jacobs on Jamary 16, 189 and Bma Whitehurst Jacobs an February 28, 189k

Many people stated that PugereSmall was the main caypenter and it was
mmmmmar.mwMMMrmdmasm
mqu sills were hewed to make the foundation for the clmreh, 48
gt-;l,ﬂ.;.stauding firm on ite foundation seventy-eight: years later,
mummwmafmmamymmlmmumar»

vhen Sharon wes built, it had two ewbrance doors on the fromt and a
round glass window near the fop. looden steps led to the doors, and as you
mwﬂmm;thmwaamlyommam&mwmmmq Two
S, e e e e

b1 85 e pevs wes
a,clssmvithalmsatmpi reaching up and cut through the
7008 dmwmmamt@hﬁtwmfwmpm

mmﬁmnmwmmgmmmm refloctors. Thege
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wallg. Nex¥ used and hmg ceiling. G
m!?temg‘?. 0 50 Frch & bl utaids g0 theb 1o couid awach the Sarar.
However, oy £  arrived ip this murel commuity in 1946 from e

Rurel Electric Associetion Gooperstive and Sharun Clurch was one of the
ﬂmmmhbﬁwe

Mammwm:ammmmmmmm,
mquhmmmm inside or gul, i‘oz-m-_.,, Bod

- mmwmwammmmam c
wmmwmmnmzmmmammwm
and mapy donatiovs, the old windows were replaced with stainedegless windows
that greably emhanced the church with thelr beauty and simplicity,

A Yist of scme of the members of the ladies Aid Soclely then were:

Elizabeth Abbott, Mary W. Sawyer, Emma T. Sawyer, Aldce W, Whiteburst,

J. Gordumn, Love B, Whitehurst, Fmma Nosay, Mollle T, sgnyur, Maggie
Hodges, Courtmey Gregory, Jane S. Troiman, Jemmie B. Whitehurst, Sareh (Sack)
Sewyer, mac Gordon, Belle Whitsen, snd Eliza Whiteharst.

?’3
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Sharen Church ramaimed esseniially uwacherged furing the yeaps from 1891
wotil 3953. If there vwas oue noliceable chanmge, 4t was thet the cergragaiisn
seemsd to grow &malicr with the passing of time. In 1983, the Reverend Key
W: Tayloy came be Bsive 28 pastor and to build up the churches aud the con-
grogations., Uoder dg 2id and drection, much was accemplishad,

Me, Taylor wes very wall thought of and is remenbsred by meny of the
membeys fodsy. He wog & large manm with a loud vodee. You could heey him
above ali the ginging and he leved %s slug-<cspecially ab vewivals. Two of
his favorite songs ad Sharcn were “Climblug Jecch's Iadder’ amd "Penbecastal
Powey'. He 1a 3tdll livins 2% {his weifing, bub has been 111,

In golng Lheeuph save old basks ab Lhe parsonape, 1t was foumd that M=,
Taylor lafl a comprenemsive record of the yemovadion thst he f-zw&au a%
Sharoz. Here ase suze of his mebes:

"I hle Pourth guarteriy conferscre yepsri: Sephembew 27, 1853. Shawm
Church hed a good zavival led by Dewmamt J. Reld., This ohuwch had 2 Jome-
sowdng Rervice im Aogust 1953, whish overflowsd the chuwch, Sharen hes
bought and paid for a mew e aod will shornly imstell gas heat. Within a
few days will veplste its 59 year oid roof and i now walsing mwmsy for Svn-
day School yeeme end gemarel vemedeling. Smaay Scheal hasg doubled in
attendanes. "

In bie first auasterly confarence yeparh: Febyuesy 28, 195h. Shares
Chnych kes, sines Lumial Conference, ovgamized the Church Board. Swadsy
School atlendsacs last Supday waz four $iwes wikat 1t was a yesr age. A Dew
asbesios roof has recemily beew, pub on end pald fovr. Next week ths ew
building program will get wdsrway. This will include a vestibuls, fouxr peu
Suwnday School vooms, genarel mepalrs, pslob, and yeard work."

"In his £irst querierly caference vepori: Jamayy 9, 19%5. The Sharoy
Church remodeling project has marked time for several mmihe while movey iz
being reisesd to pwy the accumlated cebt, It is acdicipsted that the debh

will be peid off in a Zew weeks and than later more Improvements will be mads.®

"Quarterly cotference report, Sharonm: July 10, 198%. The budlding apd
paipting at Sharan hae baow conplsted. m@mmmmmwﬁadam
drained, grassed, :xd shwibbery seb out. 4 small debt remaina o be paid.”
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“In his fourkh quarterly meport: Juze 2, 1957. AL the comclvsisn of my
Fifenh yuar hare, 1% wnild be approplate mthis Teporb to stmmariza: Ihs
ndidieg (Sharen) st Ladly dseayed, is pow a complstely repaired and ro-
mavated budlding with foor fuvisy Schesl rooms and modern heat. 4 deed eo-
Sednivg the trart clanes 18 »ow on record and Bishop Paud M. Casbep & fis
cated the chureh lash July 1, 1986."  Desd of Trust Book 3l page 255 .

Wik the rancdeliling of the church, the from was net fergatben. T2 o
gzparote sadvance docr® wers spplaced with a single dovbis door, new b -ici:
wheps, erd dlyen sedlivgs whish gave the ckurch a new and vegal look.

(ur asxb pastor wae Reverend Irving E. Cook who came in Jume, 1957, I
and his wife weze well<llked by everyons. mwﬂo,‘&hef@mrm;m}m
fisid of Jowth Mills waz a preacher tos and af'ten helped Mr, Cock,

The manoveilion of Sharcy continued wdey Me.Gock. A new sek flsoy was
ladd in the paneiusry wihille ithe alser reil apd pulpdt fesmgidure wvers =Pin-=
dehed. 1Tk was then dsclded by M. Cook and the congregetdon {heb vew pews
wvere nesdod, so e mambare wvers asked to glve pews in memory «of theler lowad
mes op in hepor of ameone. In die time the memosy psws wers instalied om
gach #ide of the clmyoh Witk only eme cester aimls. The single zigle and ths
oulpit wsre then coversd with baigs carpst. Bach memsxy pov hes 8 plocque as
follows: {(left =ide from pulplit)

In memory off J. J. and Lydla Gordam
In zamory of Emua Jacobg by her Sunday School Class
Given by Claxsnce Raper and fauily
Gesrgs G, Willisms and femily
In mamowy of aur father and asthey, James A. snd Maggis J.
TProfmane
In menosy off Homma Elaine Whitohwish
Inmwmi’.a M. and Arabellia Whiteon
. In memory o Macom Whdbson.
(Right sids from pulpit)
In memery 20 G. T Abbath _
Given by Mr. and Mzs, G. W. Bbbsti
In mewory of Hodges fsmily
In memezy 5 D. R. Jacobs and wife and W. W. MePherenn
Given by G. B- W. Jascbs and family
Given by David E. and Maxine W. Sawyer
In mawory of J. Fravl Saiysr
In honor of Key Wo Taylow.

Dnder the dlreeilon of Mo, Cook, Shavon adopted a tudpet and wuwelops
Bysham on Jons 9, 1950 whish helped finences and mads bookkesving sasisr.
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SHARON TODAY

After the renovation and revival, Sharon experienced a rebirth of faith
with a new outlook and a revived spirit., The congregation had grown larger
" and Sunday School attendance had doubled., The future looked good and its
members were confident that a crisis had passed; that Sharon was destined to
be a country church for many years to come,

Time, so far, has proven to be right, Sheron Church is still growing; *
even though in a small way. Its membership is small, but its congregation
is faithful, Our present pastor is heverend A. E. (Gene) Goldfinch.

Things are still being done at Sharon and plans are in the future, Four
years ago, in the summer of 1968, the men of the church applied a coat of
white paint to the outside. They were helped by Willis NcCoy and his son-in-
law from Deep Creek, Virginia. #r mecCoy's parents were ilarriett and willis
MeCoy who attended Shareon years ago. wWhile the men painted all day, the
ladies did their pert by serving lunch to them on the church grounds.

In recent years, the members have decided that they would like to build
a Fellowshi:; Hall. They have sold cards and held fish fries and bake sales
to raise money for the building fund. It is their hope that soon, maybe in
1972, they will be able to start the foundation. They feel that a Fellow=
ship Hall is needed, not only for church programs, but for community affairs
as well,

dany gifts have been presented to Sharon Church through the years in
memory of loved ones, or just simply to add beauty to the church.

‘The children of Hershey Pool Whitehurst and Eliza Abbott Whitehurst
gave a large picture of Christ in their memory.

irs. Lovie whitehurst Abbott gave the church a communion table,

Mr, and Mrs., James A, Whitehurst gave the outdoor bulletin board in
1958,

Mr.and idrs, Sam P, whitson gave the neon cross atop the church in
1958,

Mr, and kirs, Joe Creekmore gave an antique chair ana table for use in
the vestibule in memory of lev, Gordon A. Allen Jr,

ihe children of Mrs, Alice W. Whitehurst gave a Communion set in her
memory in 1964,

Mrs. Marguerite Albertson Roach gave to flags in memory of her mother,
Mrs. kosa Sawyer Albertson in 1970.



™he neen oress and the bulletin board are illhuminated each mwight.
As the cmete shises threngh the davimess from Shoven, 4t is like & beacon
guides swr dortiny. I8 4s 2 light thel sends cut a massage of hope
fudth %0 Ml who nee 15. Lot ue proy that it will always shdpe in

Sharon, today in 1972, has & chwivh etiendauce of thivty to forty
people on the everage every Sundey. The members feel that the future
holds a promise and thab Shawren will continue fo prosper as long as its

falthful and stremg. The presant congregatien is helped
and spoouveged by fomer members who attended clureh years age with thedr
parents and vho continve to remamber Sheron. With love and falth such as
this, surely Sharon is blessed and will thrive for yeawrs unending.

The megbeys of the Young Adult Class hold a class meeting the first
Tuesdsy night sach month where they discuss ways and meems of raising
noney for the building fund. Bob Minbom is presidenmt and Mary R. Forbes
is Secretary-Treaswrer. Maryy Evelyn Whitehurst is Treasursr of the

fund., Cless nembers are:

Sam Whitson, teachsy; Mary Forbes, Haxold Fozles, Marie Raper,; Alice
Pugh, Dorothy Argent, Jolm Argent, Goorge Rhedes Jv., Linds Hagh, Amme

Whitehurst, Priscills Minton, Bob Minten, Mery Evelyn Whitelmrsl, Dewzne
Frutiger, Madeline Frutiger, Doris Alberison, Marjorie Frutiger, Aloy
Frutiger, GCayle Easom, Jo Ann Starboard, Peggy Alberiscn, Barbara Wilson,
Ruth Smithson, Raymond Smithsen, Dorothy Whitelmrst, Jolm K. Whitehurst,

C. Inther Gordon July 19, 1955 Clifford I. Hobgood Dec 7, 1966
Go T. Abbott June 10, 1956 Mre. Msurice Jomes  Jen 18, 1968
J. J. Gorden Jume 11, 1957 Rosa S. Albertson  Sept 10, 1969
Iydia J. Gordon July 13, 1957 G. Edward Taylor Feb 1, 1970
W. W. Iintom Sept 20, 1957 Sam B. Whitelmret May 24, 1970

Bmme Whitehuret Jacobs  Oct 18, 1958 v. Hallett Teotmen July 10, 1
Bulda Whitehurst Forbes Apr 18, 1963 GCertie J. Jaccbs Ovt 22, 1970

Wilma McPherson Jacksem HNov 25, 1963 1.B. (BOB) Jackeon  Oct 26, 1970
Alice W. Whitehuret Peb 9, 196l Ida McPher. Jackson Feb 7, 1971
Mary E. Gordom ibbott  Sept 1k, 1965 Thomas L. Broadway  Peb 1k, 1971
G. Dewwy Jacobs Mar 11, 1966 Mary Iizzis Powers Feb 13, 1972

Judsen 0. Rrdtchard Har 27, 1972
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Sharon has & membership of 95 people mow (1972). A lish follows:

Abbott, Addle
Abbott, Hemry
Abbott, Ammie lowve
Abboth, G. Willie
Abbott; Mlles S.
Albertson; Doris
Alberteon, Roumie
Argent, Dorothy
Argesxt, John
Argent, Jossph
Avgent, Michasl

¢
Argent, W.1lliam
Bazber, Shirley
Baxber, Robert
Barber, Clinton
Baker, Framces W.
Bohn, Albsrbt
Bolm, Jerry
Bohn, laroy
m’ Mreé. T. L.
Creekmore, Dadiest
Creekmore, Joe B.
Ellictt, Billie Carol
Ellioctt, Catherine
Elldott, William
Easen, Gayle F.
Forbes, Gertie
Porbes, Mary R.
Forbes, Harold S.
Frutiger, Dewans
Frutiger, Marjorie
Frutiger; Darrell
Frutiger, Aloy (Affiliate)
Gregory, Mary Amn
W’ m-m J.
Bllliard, Elsie W.
Jacobs, Leah
Jackson;, Welma T.
Jacksan, L. B. Jre
Jacksen, Rodney
Jacksom, Walter
Jolmson, Barbara A.

Pugh, Alice R.

Williams, George G. Jv.
Wilson, Barbara



SUHDAY SCHOOL

The Sundsy Schocl has always played an imporbant pavt im ¢the 1ife of
the church. Sharon's Sunday Scherol, as in a1l old churches, was firet held
iz the otie large room Ghat was the sancluaiy. Thaolummmum
and conducted in different commere of the roem. Thise
until the present classrcoms were built im 1954.

Ouy Sunday School has grown in recent years &c thal we npow have three
clagses for childrem. There is 2 purseyy alliended by Gayle Eason, Linda
Nash, and Anne Whitehurat with the help of Peggy Alberigen, Dorvothy Argemt,
and Madeline Frutiger, who all have small childrem.

Next i3 the clase for indemediate childrepn, ages aboul sevan through
aleven, taught by Elsis Whitson. Her esssistapt is Alice Pugh.

The teen-agers, age thirteen to nimeteam, have Dewane Frutiger as their
tsacher and Bob Minton is subatitute teacher.

Sam Whitscn teaches the Youmg Adwlt Class. This ie a veyry interesting
class for Mr. Whitsom knows the Bible and is 2 dedicated teacher.

The Adult Clasg, both ladiecs and men, are taught by Miss Lsah Jaccbs
who has teught for many years, knows the Bible, and is also a dedicated
teacher.

The Sundey School 2till has two programs which age eagerly looked for—
ward to by both children and adulla. The first is the Sunday Scheal plenic
enjoyed by young end old alike., It fomerly was held en the church grounds
but in recent years, it has beem held doum at Samdy Point where there are

plcniec grounds and swimming.

The second occcasion is the annmuel Christmas Parly vhere everysne,; in~
cluding the adults, still receive 2 bag of candy and fruit. Sometimes
Santa Claus is present and gives ocubl the gifts which aye exchanged each
holiday. There is always a Christmes program givem by the childven., Hiss
Leah Jacobs, who is planist for the church, has special Christmas music and
songa for the children tc sing.

The children of Sharcn &lso shars Vacation Bible School with the childe
ren of Trinity and McBride every summer. This year Sharon was represented
by Alice Pugh, teacher, and seven childven.

The Sunday School officers for 1972-73 are Superintemdent, Dswape
Frutiger; Asst. Supt.; Haveld Forbes; and Treagsurer, Clara J. Hobgood.
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FORMER PASTORS, TEACHERS, OTHERS

Ag previously writben, Sharon was on th: Virginda Canferspre through
1895. Starting in 1696, the charge weni on the North Carolima Confarence.
Below ia a list of pastora from 1 urdkdl the present dime, 1972,

Selomon Pool 1896 L. M. Chaffin i922-23
J“o Yo Old 189? . Bo CW 19&“‘8
A. J. Parker 1898-99 W. F. Walters 192629
W.do Crowsoh :9“; Jdo He Jﬁlw ;;332“‘3“?
W. E. Hocutt 20 L. E. Sauyer -
R. L. Dawis 19(5& E. W. Dowaum 193740
D. L. Eaxnhardt 1907 W. N. Vaughan 1941 =43
Lo M. Chaffin 1508 L. T. Singleton 19Lh=ly7
C. P. Jorome 190912 C. A. Johnson 1948-52
A. Wo Prica 1913=1l Key W. Taylor 195357
B. L. Stack 191518 Irving B, Cook 195863
do Lo Smith i919 G, B, Allen Jr. 196366
Daniel Lame 1920 Samnel L. Weod 1967=70
McReay 1921 A. E. Goldfinch 1970=
R.G.L. Edwards 1921

There are oo racowds of any old Sunday Schonl teachers at Sharem. Howe
ever from memovy, heye are ssme whe were mentioned: Myzs. Hayy W. Sawysy,
Mra. Idna B@m; Mrs. Raveh (33(‘:1:) Smﬁr; ¥rg. Ethel Tmms Wu.y W
MePherson, and J. M. Whitsen.

Jo M. Whiteon, kpwwn 28 Mr. Mac Whitson, was not only a toacher, bub
alss served ag Sunday Schosl superintendent Loy meny years. H8 iz rewembers
ed for a quotation that he zlways wsed. Many yecalled part of i% but omly
Henry Nosay rememberyed all of it snd rspeated it as Lollous:

"As we Uravel down the checkered lane of this trensitory iife, we think
of Him who suffered and died and gave up His 13fs on Calwvary's yugped brow,
8o that we should nat perizh, but oblain sveriasting 1life.’

Wiley W. McPheyson was a very able apd knewledgeable teacher vwho taught
the adults for nay yoars.

Joe B. Creslmoye Laupght the men's class and was supevintendsnt of the
Sunday School for several yoars.

Raymand Smitheon also served as Superintendesd of the Sumdéay Schocl.

Welma McFherson Jackson taught the children for many years and is a
faithful church member stiil.

Another teacher who 1s vemsubercd is Pmma Whitehurst Jasobs whe taught
the children also. Possesged with a good ginging volce, she helped them to
have a childven's choiy for many years. After her death in 1958, Magy E.
Whitehurst tamght her class until the childran passed inmto the teen class.
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Amy Willlems taught the teen-agers for nayy years undtil she had an so-
cident sod broke her hip in 1970. Stdil a faithful member, awmnm
chairmsn of the Paremage Comdittee esince its begimming asd is &lss chair-
many of the Stewardship Committes.

One of our present teachers who has served long and falthful s leak
Jacobs. Miss Ieah teaches the adult class, both ladies and mem. She also
mmtmm,mmmmmmmmmmmm

Another teacher who merits memtion is Sam P. Whitsom, who has given
service to Sharon for over Fifty years. FHe has served the church in Just
dbout every office. For msny yeare he was Sundgy Achool superintendsnt zad
is at present, toacher of the Youmg Aduit Class. He is also Coordimator of
Aduits, Cmxch Lay Ieader, @nd Chairmen of Pastor-Parish Rslatioms.

We have mauny members wha have gibbendad Sharon for yeays and who shouwld
be remembered. Migs Certie Forbes wover wissed church if she was well. She

is now in Stewari's Nureling Home in Bslewowes, F.C.

Curtis Whitehuyst has attended Sharon since he was a bay. He works in
ks own £filing shop and when his »1d shop buzmed in 1959, the whole com=
mmity of South Mille, includng all the cimrchee amd clubs, bulld hin a new

work=gbsp with living quarctere.

Hemry Abbobt is amather member who has long ssrved the chursh fzith-
fully smd well. He i3 presertly a Truste2 and om the Finemse cmme‘.

Pastoy-Parish Relatiems, chalmmsn of Finsuce cm't‘bee, ang Pammage

Ceorge G. Williams is & Trusiee and a member of the Finmwes Commitdes.
Mrs. Clara Jacobs Hobgood has been a loyal member and in at presemt on
Pastor-Parish Relations snd serves a8 Tysasuver of the Smmdsy School.

Willie Abbott and his wife, Iovie Whitelmesst Abbott, hiave long hesm
faithfvwl members of Shoron smd both have served on many compitises apd in
the offices of the church.

Some of the membexs in the Ladies Class tndsy are Addie Ahboth, Batiy
Trotman, Mattle Taylor, Bsulah Tiviman, Courtney Whitelmest, fmy WAlllmms;
Welma Jackeom, Mrs. T. L. Broadwsy and teachor, leah Jacsos. Mapy caymod
attend because of sickmess or ctheyr veasons and they iz-lude Mye. Gerbde
Whitelmret, Mre. Janmie Whitcluwst, Foster and Mavy Raper, Reginsid and
Iizzie Mae Whitelmret, Sally and Riley Sawyer, mmd Mawy Awm CGregory-.

Our cldest living member today is Miles S. Abbott. He wes born on
Septamber 20, 1885 im the Sharon Carmumity sod pow liwes with bis dasghber
mu WQ Wu wmmmﬂh &W] no CQ
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0L FATLLIES

Wiils dodng reseasch for thia booklet, I cems acrose the pmmes of maiy
cid famliies who llved in Shawon commmcidy yeaxs esgo. Meany of thelr childs
ren, zrapdeitldrasn, aad great-grandohildven 86411 live hspe today 2 sous
stiend Shavexn Chuwel. This list may not be accureie, bud 1% is to e bhoped
thet noh too maoy mistakes hare beo: made.

Abbott, John Kelly and Elurani Spencs; Milea, Sydnsy, Clauds, Edvavd, Tie-
. othy, Berpice, Fenwlatia, and Elisa.

Abbatt,; George Timothy and Masy Elizabeth Gordesi; Addie; Besals, Courtnsy,
MaStie, Henyy, smd Willie.

Albertsan, Charlie and Rsva Sawyer; Overtom, Margussite, Beisle. aud

Butt, Joe ¥ramk amd Sarah MeoPherson; Joe, Femry, Jolm, James, George, mu-
tur, Elmer, Margaret. Reba, amd Ruby.

Creslmore, Jolm and Betsy Hodges; William, her daugiter Maggle Sewyev.

M@rd’ AL LA Y Ho ll?ﬁ m Hﬂlms W cmm; Ra Hup W Eng ?@0‘&.‘?1"3»1@9
M’_ amd Flla Va.

Egar, Patrlck H. wd Myrile McCoy; Mary, Margaret, Catherise, Amuie Mas,

Etheridge, Enoch Dosier apd Mery Va. Overton; Louips Rebessa (Pm
Juhnson Baplks ).

Forbes, Bemjaude E. and Fulds Whitelnwsth; Josephine. Lins, Charlss, sud
Bally W.

Cregory, Thouss sad Couviney Sawysr; Mexy A

Cordon, C. Iuther and Lina Brite; Cortie Forbed.

Gordon, Jobm . and Couvingy Culpepper: Jolm J.; Iather, Joe, KEibty, Mattde.
and Maxy Elizabeth.

Gordon, Joln J. and Iydia Jomes; Jolm, Howssd, Feamklin, Meszy, Matbis, smd
Courtney

niine

Eodges , Charles T. and Mevgareh Sawysy: Isenard, Joe, Walder, sad Haecy,
Garirude; Famnle, Mary Va.; aod Ilela.

Jeckson; Bdward R. and Incy Fercbes; Marvin, Harmy, Rodoey, Clyda, L.B.(Bsb)
Blanche, lessie, Psazrl, and Ievends.

Jacsbs, G. Ba W. and Clara MePhereon; Jahn, Joe, Nay, Deway, Clava. Taab,
Iydie, and Ruth.

Jonas, B. Crowder and Floremce Forbes; Maye, Audvey . Feonde, sud Jimds.

Kelly; Seth R. and Harrdstt Wiiliams; Oeorge; Jom, Framk. Mey, Memio, Jeo-
rie, sod Addis.

Lintem, Willism W.and Carvline Sswyer; Elpie, Irving, wnd Haywood.

MoPwereon, Wiley W., Charils, Koah, Joe, amd Clsra vl MNan.

McPherson, Artiur and Sally Hodges; Ida, Iee, Joim, sud Seu.

MoPherson, Win. Raleigh amd Mstde Edney: Wm. Ralelgh Jv.

¥eCay, Johm A, amd Allce Sawyey; Myrile amd Mary.

YeCoy, Jobn A, and Sus Colasm; Irvens; Lawse.

waj Willis and Harriett Sewyer; Willis, John. Stella. Sudie, ané Mazy
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Hosey, Alfved tod Mery Wiltshurst; Hewy, Beorge, «nfl Emma.

Overtop, Bvan and 0ide Poueys; Pally, Mllie, Courimey, and Megsle.

Poweys, Maclk end Mary Garvomben; Mack, Fosh, Jim, and Mary Iizzie.

Pabyick, Jos ond Elizabelh Copelend; James, Joone, and Hargasn

Raper, Frank and Margared Creslmore; Foster, Will, Chaxlis, Eﬁ-mk and
Harpdett.

Ehodew, Geovpe 5. znd Mary Iaub; Mary, Fslen, amwdl George Jr.

Sexyer, Cready and Mavbhe Sewyer; Btia, Maggle Jams, Cavolime, love, Ingia,
Johm, Penty, Oseav. (Grandy, Pete, Bill, end Mayy Amm) {Charlie, Im,
Serah E. mﬂmln)

Sauyer, Will C. and Wamrie MoCoy; Iydia, Beatvice, sud Iloyd.

Sawyer, J. Frank and Meyy Willlaws; Willisa A. and John O,

Smrﬁﬁmymﬂﬂmym; lsrgavet Jane, Narrieth, Courtuey, and

Sauyer, Jﬁ W. amd Seveh E.{Sack) White; Riley, Elizabsth, Geozge, and

Mayy Liga.
Sanyer, Horetds D. (Rey) and Mallie Trafbon; Mattis, Mawy, Jermie, and

e

Ssuyer, Miles and Pamie ¥CCays Jolm logan.

Ssyer; Johm 1. and Emme J. Tayler; Harjerie, Iydis, Mayy Pyanssg, and
Bvarett.

Trotzan, James A, and Magpie Jame Sewper; Welma, Vortloy, Tells, and
Hellett.

Whitsan, J. M. aud fyshella Pearve; Aunthe, Mescon and Sam P

Whitehuret, Chavies and Sayah B, 'ﬂﬁac ; Meomre, Hewshey Pool, Bonmjomin, eng
Heldes

Whdtehuret, Chazles sud Martha Dozler; Mawy E., Boua, Regineld, Chasiss.

Wiitelmyet, Join Wilsom and Mary Va. HeFhersen; Alice, Cecil, Wm.Chsrdes,
Frark, and Jemes A.

Whitehurst, Joha Wilsem ami vopeprhine Evheridge; lnia; Mary, Matlhie, Goorge
and Clarsuee-

Whiteburst, Hewshey Fool md Mergaret Elize Abbott; Bexmice, Fdna, Iwa,
H. P Jrup Edward Loy HB:I‘i@n, Jabn K. snd M¥iles Helaon.

Whitehurst, Aloazo Wilscn apnd Alice Va. Wi¥fehuset; Jomes A. Mlanie, Elize-
sbeth, Feniy, Beulah, and Alice Marde.

Whitedirst, Benjamin and Glave Forbes; Curdis.

mmwmm and sy Ssuyer; Exmesh, m:d.a,. Dsrothy, Wieginis, and

Whiteburst, Janes Helson and Lowe Burziham; Battar, Iney, Lovie, Courtmay,

and Sam B.
Vhitelurat, William J. aud Vieginia Burahom; mﬂmdclam.
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4 LAST WORD

Mamy good things could be said sbout Sharon
today. Seventy-elght years after its ersction,
it is stdll a stromg church; in many ways as
strong a8 the foundation rasts on. Iits mem=
bers are as dedic have always been,
their faith iz as was abt the begine
e i
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The pagsing of years has loft 1lititle imprint
on Sharvmi. The church stands amid same old irees
as stately and savenely as ever. For even as
"the rain descendsd, and the floods came, and the
winds blew, and beat upan that houss; and it fall
not: for it wvas Younded upun a rock", 8o may it
always be with Sharsn.
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