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1\'lrs. Claude iu i r , Jl'.
(Leona E. lLi11) .
V!ritten 197L!

SANDERSCHAPEL CHURCH HIS'l'ORY

!\ccording to an article written by HIe late lvll'S. John K. ~;alJders

~[jcljGt \:lc,odull) around 1950, Sanders Chapel Church wa s s t ar-t ert around

J f)c.,u-1B·/O.

llr. (;1 audi us Brock Sanders, a native of Smj t h fI e Ld , b ough t a tract

o i ' land from 1VJr. As hl e y Powe Ll and moved there to make his horne. Since

t he re wa s no place of wo rsh i p in the community )'/1["; Sanders proceeded to

b u i ld Ci small plank chapel about 25 feet wLde and ~j5 feet long for this

'l'h i s bu.lLd ing had three windows on each side and ollei 11 back

1Je Ii i n d the pu 1pit . In front were two doors (double) and long plank steps

f o i- en Le r i n gall d 1e Ci v i n g .

'Phi s building stood across the road and in front of the present

CllUl'ch building and the front corner was near the large oak which now

s t arid s to the left of the entrance to the yard across the ro ad .

']'11e pu lpt t Has a o oxert-o.n type w I t h t hre e r'OVJS of open backed

Len c 11 C: S on ea (:h s i de . Usually the s t eward s and c hu t-c h officials sat on

these. On each si.de of' the main part of t he c hape I wa s a row of open-

o a ck b errc he s about 8 feet long. 'I'he men sat on the right side and t he

'l au ie s s a t on the left of the en t ran ce . It was very unusual for a man

and h10 ,··:ife to sit together.

filr. San d e r s de d j cat e d h j s c 11u r-(:h t 0 his wi r e, Zi 11 a h vi hi. t I.ey San <1e r s ,

and Iie r s i s t e r , Obedience \'Jhitley Smi.th, and it was called Sanders Chapel.

Trurue dl.a t e Ly a Sunday School was organized and re gu I a r- church s e rvrc e s

I]'J-JeyweLcomed aLl denominations to hold s e r v i c e s t he r e .if



!VI1', Juhn Smith, hu s uar.a of Obedience Smith, was the first :)LlrJelay

,Sc110Ci1 Su p e rr [Jt e nde n t a no 11e he ld t. hi s 0 f fi c e for marry years. !~ft e r him

,;a 1IJ e n (';::;s e r s . E.i ah Pet e r son, Luthe r- Pet e I' son, Ed gar \-J 00 da 11, IV!r s . Alp h

d.;:3S0C', j~Jin Fovlell, et.\..:.

Past.CJI'S serving the chapel about this time vJere: Reverends 'I'horna s ,

.':oTr!uot, \,Ilij taker, Herman, 'I'y naLs on , Brickhouse, Pucke t t , etc.

(1 forgot to mention earlier that Mr, Sanders gave onE-half acre of'

land wit h this first building.)

\:Jllen Re v . Puckett was pastor about 1890 the congregation decided to

build a neVi and larger building. The membership at that time had reached

Letween 100 and 125 members. Mr. Sam Godwin had lost his home by fire so

the little chapel was sold to hJm for a dHell:ing, but the priCE- is

unde r-t.e i-m i ne d at this time.

It was decided to build across the road in front of the old ctlapel.

'I'h is ]alll1 was given by JVjrs. E'lLz ab e t h (Be t t Le ) Sarlliers SmitlJ, da ugr. t e r-

of C'Laud J us Sanders and the mother of two of our p r-e s e nt members, MInes.

Robert Hill and J. B. Talton, The old churel1 ground was used to park

hor-s e=drawn ve htc Le s . Our present chu rc h stands on this latter site,

'The pulpit of this new chur-ch was in front of the c nurc h w i t h a

J001' on each sjde of it. There was also a door in the back center mostly

used by wornen w i t h small ch t Ldr-e n go i.rrg in 0:[' out so as not to disturb

the congregation. 'I'he lumber for t.h i.s building was bought from a negro,

Br-y an t f~,lfol'(l. His mi.l1 was tVIO or three miles avia y from Hie location

and so .it I'las necessary to haul the logs to the ml Tl for s awLr.g 21Jd then

LO rl ie site for use. John 1\. Sanders, son of Claudius Sanders, used h is
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log cart pulled by a yoke of oxen to do this and donated this as a part
in helping construct a new church. Mr. W. A. Smith was the foreman of
t.h i s task vd th members giving work and money as needed and convenient.

IJo steeple was put on this building but after a f ew years UJe need
and desire fo r- a bell to r-erru.rid the community of the many acttvities at
the chur-c h was realized. Mr. John K. Sanders who lived quite a distance
aVlay v!ent out and secured donations and a bell wa s purchased. 'The beLl
then needed a place, so a steeple on top of an entrance hall and two
small rooms (one each side) were adde~ next to the road. At this time
the pulpit was moved to the back, and two stained glass windows were
installed in memory of Mrs. Zillah Whitley Sanders and her sister Mrs.
Obedlence \tlhitleySmith. 'I'hese beautiful wi.ndows still occupy places in
back of the pulpit and behLnd the raised choir loft. A piano wa s purchased
about this time and seats ~ith soljd backs were installed.

Some of the pastors serving after Rev. Puckett were: Reverends
Poole, Johnson, Jenkins, Proctor, Daniels, Russell, Watson, Jenkins, Glenn,
Herman, anJ Dodd. Reverend Pucket t served at two di.fferent times of f'o ur
year's each.

In 1927 or 1928 more space was needed again. Some were for this
being in the form of a new building while others wanted additions so wings
containing two rooms each were added to each side. Sliding walls were put
next to the sanctuary so they could be opened for services when needed.
A Mr. Worley of Selma was foreman and Claude Hill, Jr. helped with the work.
Reverend E. D. Dodd was pastor at that time.

, (Th i s ends the excerpts chosen from article by Mrs. Sanders.)
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'l'hi s Lu Lld i ng was used untLl around 1939 or 19LIO wrie n an e du c a t Lona I

1.ld :I l) t jIg con tal n 1n g f 0 Ur- l' Gomsan d a h a 11 Hay ups t a j r san d t h r- e to ] Cir- g e

Y',)(;Ji,S and a hall dovm s t a i r s was built at the back o r the church. 'I'he

(;1',01[' Lo ft wa s r-e or gan t z e d at t h ie time also. Rev. Johnny Joyce vias

is S L ci- a nd vias honored by later having a c La s s named for him.

Funds for a neVi chapel Here begun being ratsed Hhile Rev. Johnny

Cl:r'eerJ I'IE.S pastor, and htswife helped to organize a rie w v,loman's Society
,

{(:'i' Chr·istian Sei·v:ice. 1\1rs. .Tim Creech (Nellie) wa s the fLrs t president

and Mrs. I.. F. Barnes was secretary. We sponsored Harvest Sales1 etc. to

earn morie y . Some had God I s Acres and gave what they produced to this fund.

\Ii he ]"1 Rev. J0 hn 1\1j t c he 11 Has pas tor, VIe Hent t 0 c h ur c h and Sun day Sc h 0 0 1 in

the Fomona-Creech Club 110use and began to Hork on our neH chapel.

'I'hi s new chapel Vias completed around 1961. It has a full basement

C 0 (j t.a ; i i I n g a kit c hen H j t 11 ref rig era tor, s t 0 ve, run n in g VIa t e r- (h 0 tan d c old ) ,

cal;jnets,111 sets of dishes each containing service for eight, and a huge

amo un t of s t a l n l e s s steel s I Lve r-war-e . He have a 30 cup electric coffee

rna ke r- that is useful for church suppers and gatherings. A t t his t i m e I·Je

do not have tile basement c e i Led overhead but :it .i s our a i.rn to do this SOOl1.

Seats and stained glass windows were donated by dedicated Inernbers and

friends. Green carpet covers the floor.

The first marriage performed in our new church was that of Miss

Bettje (EIJzabeth) Talton and Mr. Wtlliam Wright Sambelson, and the first

run era 1 he 1d was t hat 0 I' IVI I' s. \lJ i 11 H. (lVla bel JH 11) Cr e e c h .

llumer-o u s and various useful i terns have been dona ted from time to

time till vie now have a 16 mrn Lilln projector, a filmstrip pro j e c t.or, a

.... ,
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!,j(L1SlcJ'S s er-v ing s i nc e \'le have been on the Fj nE: Leve I Cha.rg e r.a v e

L".c:t.11 F:cvcl'ends 'l'y s on , Juren, Il/1it c he Tl, Edgerton, Le w.i s , and 'I'rLp p . i-le

lidVe: 8 t.ra c i; parsonage near the church for minister I s families to reside

w I",i1e he te nO\-I.

;c c e.r.et e ry lies behind the church and is kept by doria t Lo ns f'r-on.

rr t e :Jl) S who have loved one s t he r-e or lot s yet to be used.

'jlhe Chapel and c La s s roorns are heated and cooled centrally.

'i'he fo Llow i.ng is a sample of a typical year IS acti vi ty at our

c r.urc h :

CHURCH HISTORY 1973
SAlmERS CHAPEL UNITED f'1E'l'HODIs'r CHURCH

fiur'ing' the year 197 3 under the guidance of our minister, Re v .

Gentlie J. Tripp, ,Sanders Chapel United Methodist Church has gone forward.

Four- merube r-s have joined us by letter) t"JO babies have been

c IH'i s t ened, and one ruar-rra ge ha s been per formed. However', to OU I' SOlT(J\'/,

we llave lost one member by death and two members by church letter.

OUl- Adm l n i s t r-at f.ve Board has met regularly once each month and has

c a Lle d mee t t ng s whe n necessary. The Board of ~Unistries meets ruon t h Ly .

Or her- divisions such as VJays and !'/Ieans Committee) Education and Finance

meet vJhcn r.e c e s s ar-y to at t end to their fie ld of endea vo r . PleJge ca r-ds

\'le1'<:: handled by OUl~ Finance chairman and a commi t tee of he Lp e rs .

UUi' church t r-ea s ur-e r attends meetings, when able, and keeps the

Adfninistrdtive Board aware of our financial standing. The secretary of
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;: u r lc1l:l:/~c hc o 1 em t he Sunday morning f o Ll ow i ng OU r' Jfleet j ng , ~JE: J't.: c 1 tha t

l Lj ::: I:<::c;]j~ li!Ore ruernbe i-s .i n I'o r-me d as to decisions made: and \'!hat g'(jc::: 01'1

t'c sponsor Scout 'I'r-o op #26 and have helped them in p ur-c ha st ng

ni.::Ct:s~,al"Y eou I pment this year, They spent a week at Camp Tuscarora in

~Ildr'gc o f [\'i0 Sunday n lgh t services and were awar-de d merit ba\,i~cs at onc-

o f i.uen..

Our M Y F and leaders took a trip to Lake Junaluska in June, 'They

n.e e t \,!eei~1y on 'I'hur s da y night s , 'I'Iie y sponsored a round-table discussion

of pJ'G1J Lems of youth one Sunday n i gh t .

~ church-wide study on Indja has been given,

A Vacation fUble Scl1001 was h e Id .in June,

~\ \'iCLI attended t' r ve n i gh t r-e v i.v al Has held the first we e k in ,4prLL

by hev, .jjmrny Sutton, Duke's Chapel, Durham, 'I'wo members Here ao ded by

letter. ()ur- Ini n i s t e r- pre s en t ed 16 c 0pie s IIGoo d He Vl S for Iv1 0 d E:r li j\'i a n II t 0

faithful children who lia d attended, (Secreti::lJ'Y of Ed uc a tLo n presellted our

s i x high school graduates with cop l.e s be for-e they left for colleg2,)

(In ]!Jareh 9 our church sponsored a barbecue for the benefit. o f om'

Proceeds go for pa:csonage upke e p , church repairs, Slid

u e c 2 S S j. t i G S (lot i n c ] u de d j n 0 u r bud get , Since H2 use the Pomona=Cr-e ec n

Ilorue make r I s bui Ld I ng Vie paneled and put new floor covering in the ki t c he i , .

Vie 115. '/e paid for 8 subscript t on s to I n t er-pr-e t er- f'o r Board membe rs

a! I ,i 2i ::: ilL s (;rip t ion r0 l~ J~nth e IIIS r 0 r the ch0 1r- ,



'/.

'Ai!' y a rd \·!EtS gr-ad e d and grass s own in the e a r Ly spring.

1l:..rl(!J::;tti'ecl and a new type stove vent installed for the parsonage ill. the

. ui i·.1'':.dilclJ's .Society for Chr-Ls t ian .'3el~vice r.e Ld .i t s c e Le b r-a t Lo n or.

;-:.'li!!lcc:' nLg h t , September 16, and became United Methodtst Vlomen) officia1ly.

;, );!cc.~l c. o ay wa s p r-e p a re d and taken to the family of a sick member. Our

}::-iL;::~t. ~:)l<)ject has been to purchase materials and make curtains for our-

e n ti re e uuc a t Lo na I building. A_ general clean-up day for our bu i.'l d l ng was

s pon s o i-e d on September- 22 and the response was great, VJe held a successful

bake: s2]e in Smithfield on October 6.

liomecoming was observed on October 14 and our annual Harvest Sale is

!'>:L'=:IJrJ;.::dfur October' 24.

'I'he s e are a few t.h i.ng s done this year. "'Ie are c ou t ernp La ti.ng ail' and

IJcb.Lr.:~i· ulil' e duc a tLorra I building in the flear f'u t ure as our- gre a t e s t

a cni e vement. to be und e r t ake n .

One nurrd r-ed fifty (150) Methodist Hymnals haVE:: been placed jrJ our-

Cl'iurc h c.::: rnemo r-La l s and \-lere dedicated for God I s service.

(Jur e:lJurch yard l1as been landscaped and a plan for parking started.

Heat and air have been installed in our educational building, and a 1'1e\>-,

sign has been erected in place of the one that had been accidentally

ciestl'uycd.

L'0 ob se r-v ed Home-Coming Day .Sunday, Oc t ob e r 13, 19711 \-Jhi c h via S Vie 1]

October ~'3 I·ve had our annual Harvest flay Sale wh I ch wa s tlie

our: m.in ls t e r' has been teaching different books of t ne Bible (exarnplc,

{lets ~I cr, ~~unday nights and has had good attendance at. these cl a s s e a . Vie

plc.1J ell hav e a Family Nigtlt cts e r-vanc e on each f'o urt h Sunday night hJj th
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r'slrdJiE:::; pa r-t Ic Lpa t Lng ill the program for the r-ema r.r.oe r of' J9'75. Just

ilu\,i HE: will ob s e r-v e Christmas has not been determined at this t ime , but

Las t year' Vie had an old-fd.shioned fam iLy tree w It l. a short pr og r-arn by the

'I . '. JSiik .l c 111.dren.

DurLrig December', 1973, hie lost three members by death. 'fhey were

r~1.°3. .f o Ann Keith, and Messrs. T. D. Hoodal1 and "Jiley Narron, bo t h in

less than one week.

Submitted by Mrs. Claude Hill, Jr.

Class Historian

November 5? 19']LI

ADDITIONS----1973-7~ and EARLIER

Dana EJ izabeth Powell, daughter of I'lc. and Mrs. Robert and Ellen

Laugh t r-y PoweLl, christened Sunday I December 23l 1973. She was born

September 5, 1973.

i\ilnberly Daughtry joined our church a.nd was baptized on Sunday?

June 2Lj, 197LI. She is t lie daughter of Mr e and Hr-s . \-J. p, Daug h t r-y ,

'I'hre e sons of Mrs t Richard Ilil1 and the late 1VJr, lIil1, li. C., Ralph

McCoy, and Leon have entered the minIstry froln our church in the last

few years. Ralph and R. C. are now members of N.C. Conference and

Leon expects to be next year.

Rev. Tripp christened Ralph McCoy lIill, Jr., baby son of Rev. alld

Ml·S. Ralph Hill on Homecoming Sunday, October l~, 1973.

Ve wan t never to forget that our lovely organ is a gift f'r orn our dear

(l'j2ncls 1'·1]"'s. Rogel' A. Srn.l t h and her' late hu s band , 1\11'. Smith. 'I'hi s adds

SC' ruuch to our church services, e t c ,
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.i\l)Vut :5 or LI year's ago the Young Adult Class added nevI and modern

Lk::.i.l'S to their classroom, PIa que s near- the (j00 r s h0VJ t 11 a t 11 cho.i r s

1.;":1''::: I;] aced .i.n memory of t lie late 1111'. Richa:cd Hi11 by Lis {aliii] y) and 9

lJY 1;iJe: faru i Ly of the late ]\1r. Iv . [,. Powe L'l.

Mrs. Claude lli1l, Jr,
November 17, 1974

:~;irJ(:t: Illy last addition, Rev. vJ. S. Burns has served as our nu.n i s t e r-

Cin d f1e v . Ru s s e 11 B1a 1\e i sou r pre s en t In i n i s t e r , 1~ev. and 1\11'S. B1a k e had

t l.e .lr- fir- s t chi 1d , a d augh t er , J0h ann a, b 0 r- n tot hem her e in Ap r .i l , 19 7 8 .

They had he r christened t I.e f'o Ll owl ng August.

\,I~ are happy that our- church basement wa s c e i Led overhead and COITl-

p l e t e J dur- i n g 19 'I a . P,lso, the Adult Sunday Sd1001 Class pur-c ha s ed five

foJding tabJes for its use.

A small church library has been started with books donated and sOlne

pur-c l ia s e d by U]VI~J.

f~ wh.t t e pall has b e en donated by the ll . S. Daught r y family f'o r the U::3,~

whe n de s Lr-ed at funerals,

A rifemorial Fund is e s t ab Li s he d for the use of those who vr.i s h to

contr·ibute.

Mrs. Elva Parker and Mrs. Margaret Ilil1 have presented covers for the

c orrnnu nf.o n table s uLt ab Le for the different events during the year.

Centra 1 Ilea t and air has been put in the educ at iona 1 bu :i1d ing and

'j'i,,::: :I adLes o f the U!'.'lI'J pu r-cha s e d a new fr-o s t= I'r-e e refrigerator for the
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church ki t chen in 1976, and \VIr'S. Avery Eason donated a slightly used
21ectrlc stove in ]977.

Under the leader'ship of Mr. Jimmie Eason a Men's Breakfast Club was
organized and meets monthly.

!\ mimeograph machine was purchased for the parsonage in 1978, and a
t ypewrt t er-had been purchased in 1977.

We still observe homecoming the 2nd Sunday in October and have our
Hacvest Sale late in October each year. We also have our yearly b~rbecue
in r/larch,proceeds of which are used for the benefit of the church.

Five members were lost by death in 1977 CR. Moses Hill, \1illiam
Byrd, H.S. Daughtry, Lois Page? and Mrs. Richard Hill). We lost our two
oldest members, Mr. J. Calvin Creech and Mrs. Zilphia Whitley in 1978;

also, Mrs. Inez Whitley by death. Mrs. Hilda Daughtry Eason and Mrs.
Dorothy Capps Spencer withdrew by letter during that year.

Among the most recent weddings performed in our church have been;
Vickie Hill, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. J, T. Hill; Beth and Kaye Hill,
daughters of Mr. & PIll's.Worth Hill; Kimberly Daughtry, daughter or PilI'. &:

Mrs. ~". P. Daughtry; Paul Hill, son of Mr. & Mrs. lVlarvinE. Hill; 'I'he r-esa
Creech, daughter of \VIr.& Mr-s. Heba L. Cr-eech ; and Terry Lassiter, son of
\VII'. & IVlrs.Came r-on Lassiter.

A v2ry successful Vacation Bible School was held in June, 19'i9.

Submi.tted by
Mrs. Claude Hill
June 30, 1979
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