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New Bethel Methodist Church ‘
Roseboro, N. C. .
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BUILDING COMMITTEE:
R. H. Fisher, L. M. White, D. W. Culbreath, M. M. Hall.

This church stood on the site of the present Interdenominational

Tabernacle building.
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THE CHURCH CALLED BETHEL
being

A Sketch Of
Roseboro Methodist Church
(formerly Bethel)

1856-1956

"Lord, thou hast been cur refuge
from one generation to ansther,,
We bring our years to an end, as
it were a tale that is told," -
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THE CHURCH CALLED-BETHEL
Being a history
of

ROSEBORO METHODIST CHURCH
1856 —~ 1956

The early history of Methodism in Sampson
County was compiled by a painstaking chrornicler,
the Rev, Miles P. Owen; in the year 1347, As a
local preacher, sent out from Andrew?s Chapel,
the Rev, Mr. Owen made an effort to gather rec-
ords of his Church and in so deing, he likewise
listed preachers. Quarterly Conference minutes,
and circuits that embraced the entire county and
the bordering couniies beyond to the south and
east, Mr. Owen obtained much of his knowledge
from an old lady, who at that time was seventy-
five years of age. He wrote down all infoimat-
ion so gathered in an old ledger that is still
in the possession of Andrew's Chapel, and - - —
were page one not missing -~ - -~ its faded blue
script would yield a complete history.

Organized Methodism came to North Carolina
in the year 1776. when, at a Conference held in
Baltimore, a circuit, called the Carolina Circuit
was established., This circuit embraced a large,
thinly-populated territory that covered several
states, Not until 1837 was the North Carolira
Conference organized (excepting what was known
as the Chowan and Roanoke territory), %2 first
session of the North Carolina Conference met at
Greensboro on Jamuary 31, 1938,
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Sampson County Methodism, however, far out-
dates this 1838 session at Greensboro, Accord-
ing to Miles Owen, the first Methodist supposed
to have lived in this county was John Parker, who
came prior to 1757 from Tar River to a place near
the present day Andrew!s Chapel and whose house
was the preaching place for itinerant circuit -~
riders, Says Mr, Owens, "I have been able to
ascertain with certainty that Bishop Asbury prea-
ched at the house of John Parker, The exact time
I have not been able to get, but it was about
1790, There was a skeleton pulpit built for the
occasion, and is still preserved as a relic, with
special reference to its having been occupied by
Bishop Asbury," (This pulpit was preserved by
Joseph Parker, a class leader for many years., At
his death it passed to his daughter, Mrs, Sarah
Hall of Roseboro, where it remained until some-—
time during the year 1891 when it was accidentally

burned, )

The Rev, Mr, Owens wrote that, "John Parker's
house was a regular preaching place as far back as
1785, At that place he lived for many years and
raised a large family, . , After his death, the
house that had been so long used for preaching,
fell to his youngest son, who was irreligious,
and the preaching was moved to his son Thomas
Parker's house, who lived nearby, and was contin-
ued there until 1816, (This Thomas Parker is re-
corded as having been received into the church in
the year 1788 by the Rev, Daniel Lockett,)

"John Parker had five sons who were worthy
and pious men and who did much for the establish-
ment of Methodism in the surrounding country, Of



them, Francis Parker begame a traveling preacher,
and his relatives now living, that have some re-
collection of him, think that he belonged to the
South Carolina Conference, William, Thomas and
Sessoms Parker, his brothers, were men of sterling
worth, Nicholas was doubtless the most prominent
and useful men of the family., . "

The church registry already referred to be-
gins with the name of Nicholas Parker, Daniel Mo-
Duffie was the minister who preached his funeral,
His wife, Elizabeth, followed him in death in 1842,

Continues Mr, Owen, "I have spoken only of the
Parker's thus far, for they were the original stock
from which the Methodists sprang in this county.
Owen Owens and his wife, Mawtha (received into mem—
bership in 1804 and 1809 by the Rev. Daniel Shines)
were contemporary with the Parkers, and were pious
and exemplary persons, who raised a family that
gave much strength and iufluence to the church. Dr,
John Owens was a son of Thomas Owen, who was not a
professor of religion and never did attach himself
to any branch of the church., His mother was a
sister of Nicholas Parker. He was the first born,
and his mother died at his birth. He was taken by
his uncle and raised and educated. Embibing by
constant exemplification the excellent qualities of
his worthy uncle, he was the most bultivated man
that has ever lived in our community... As he is my
father, I refer you to Brother Daniel Culbreth for
a full and more correct statement of his life and
usefulness, "

"On the second day of October, 1809, a plot
of land containing two acres was given by Luke
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Parker for the purpose of erecting a house of wor-
ship for the use of the Methodist Epdscopal Church
in the United States of America, Trustees were
Nicholas Parker, William Parker, Thomas Parker,
Owen Owens and Will Miller,  This church was known
as Parker's Mceting House and is the mother church
of Sampson Methodmsm."

The church was on the Black River Circuit.
Not until 18154, however, was the church actually
built, The three known preachers here before this
church was built according to Mr. Owens were: the
Rev, Gamewell, Rev, Bernice Barnes and Rev, John
Malleryo Thls latter minister is recorded as hav-
ing received Howard Parker into full connection
about 1812,

"About 1620", writes Mr. Owens, "Bishop George
was passing through Fayettceville and stopped at the
house of my grandfather, Isham Blake and learned
that there was no preacher .for that year on the -
circuit, so he turned his course and came thirty
miles to preach for the people at Parker's Meeting
House. You will see, therefore, that the church
and community here have been twice favored with the
preaching and presence of the Fathers in the Epls-

copacy, "

The 1869 historian, Mii'e_a P. Owen, made a
complete list of the Presiding Elders and preachers
in charge on the Black River Circuit and succeeding
circuits from the year 1816 through 1851. He writes
that "the regular round of the Black River Circuit
commenced April 29, 1815, with C. H. Hines as
Fresiding Elder and Rubin Elles as Preacher in
Charge. "The records are defective amd badly kept",
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he reported, but they show that the circuit was
large and at that time erbraced in its territory
Duplin, perhaps a large paru of Hancver, all of
Sampson and that part of Bladen on the east side
of the Cape Fear. It took a preacher six weeks
to make a round.

The first mention of Bethel is in the minutes
of the first GQuarterly Conference of 1829 where the
meeting was held at Bethel Aca2demy. Moses Brotk
was Presidiag RElder and Williem M. Schoolliell was
Preacher in Charge. Seven years later comes the
first mertion of Plerz2snt Union, wheve the fourth
Quarcerliy Corference of 1336 was held. + was that
year, also, that the circuit became the Sampson
circuit.

The church at Pleasant Union has a pretty
history 23 w2ll a3 a pleasing name. We will con--
cern ourselves with it, as it is the direc. mother
church of Roseboro Methodism, Formerly called 01d
Swamp Raptist Chuwch; it now shelbzrad Methodist
and Baptist denonminavioiis,..who worchipped there
s0 pleasartly and in such accord that they renamed
the church Pleasant Uafon, The little chwsh stood
not far from where the present Baptisc chuich of
that same name now is. fAeccording te Avnt Bill
Cultreth, the pews at Cld Swanp (or Plsasant Urion)
were 1o G Gedlly, wdeied smootit on top and
with pegs stuck in the ende for legs,

The Methodist families that. worshipped at
Pleasant Union were the Culbreths, the Brllards,
the Sessoms, the Spells, the Warr=nz, the Eogzslis,
the Halls, the Fishers and the McTamhz, The last
mention of I'leasant Union in the old minute book
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is in the year 1855, In 1856 Bethel is listed as
one of the ten churches on the Sampson circuit.

The Rev. Jeremiah Johnson was the eircuit
preacher when the Sampson circuit was divided, in
1852, into the Sampson and South River circuits,
Previously, the large Sampson circuit had embrac-
ed all appointments in the upper end of Sampson
County, those in Cumberland County east of the
Cape Fear, In dividing it, the stage road from
Fayetteville to Clinton formed the line as far as
Little Coharie Bridge, thence it went in a straight
line across South River, then to the Cumberland
County line and with this line to the Cape Fear

Rive,

The circuit left in the Sampson Circuit em-—
braced Pleasant Union (later Bethel), Clinton,
Cokesbury (at Stedman), Bethany, Wesley Chapel,
Salem, McGees, Goshen, New appointments added to
the list were Kings, Averysboro and Cedar Creek,

Membership records for 1852 chow that the en-
tire circuit received in full connection two whites
and expelled three blacks,

In 1852 also, the subject for a new parsonage
for the Sampson Circuit came up, G. W. Bullard
sold the church one aere of land at the present
town of Stedman "lying on the stage road that leads
from Fayetteville to Clinton, just below J, C.
Blocker's residence on the other side of the branch,
on the level and north side of the road, including
the Twelve mile Post from Fayetteville. Also, the
said committee bargained for, and bought of the
said Bullard, one half acre of land for an academy
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to be located near the above deccribed acre. (In
passing, it must be remembered thau this wes long
before the day of the free nublic school ana that
higher education, when offersd, was vnler the
super:lsici of Scins chuich, Sma$l local acacemies
sprang up ali over the coun‘rv and enrolled both
day and boarding stud-rnte,)

In 1855 there were ten corgregations on the
circuit, The cireuibt wan paging itz pieacher
$696.7C and the Fresiding Eider $65,0C., liove

- Culrreth, whs wes treveling preachsr and Suvndar
School supeeiatendard for ks clirouit, woeg esled
to give up this latter position so as to preaci
more, 4

Mrs, Isaiah Vann. in her able history of the
Clintor Methodist Chuaron. pays high tribgte to
A. D. Bcbis, who as a {raveliing p-seciacr, came to
assisy the reguiariy epnoirnied "Acilag Deacon',
Joseph Martin, OShe witzs that, "From that tire
until his dealh Unclic Betoo vaz interely loved
by the people of Samnzcn Uiy, Shories are still
rememhered and oft repcated of his great conside-
ration, sjympathy, loyaley @ind devotioa, not only
his Ged but to all the people whor he served, Dur—
ing this year money was tigrt, coalritaticns were
small, an; miv three churches on the ciicuit made
any ccntribntion, Notice was given to Sell the
circuit parscnage to satisfy unpaid claims,

But the pzrscnage was not to be sold. In
1858 the Tivotees were inssructad to borrow money
and give th=i:" nove for the amouut due J. C.
Blocker and try to collect the monsy on the circuit.
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A building committee was appointed to fur-
nish the parsonage with what was necessary, At
the next Quarterly Conference that same year,
the question of the Academy came up, when the
Trustees of the Academy at Blockersville asked
authorization to sell an interest in said aca-
demy for common school purposes, Later on,
there was talk of selling the academy to the
Masonic fraternity, and it was finally agreed
to rent the upstairs of same to the Masons for
the sum of ten dollars per year..

As mentioned earlier in this narrative, the
Methodist congregation at Pleasant Union built
their own place, of worship, called Bethel, and
were installed there in the year 1856. This
church (later to be known as 0ld Bethel, to
distinguish it from the New Bethel edifice built
at Roseboro) was located not far from their for-
mer home of Pleasant Union. It was a small wood-
en structure without bell or steeple. It was en-
tered by two doors...one for the women and one
for the men. Inside, a wooden partition divided
the center benches, and the women sat on one side
and the men on the other. The amen corner was
near the pulpit. To announce the hour of service,
the preacher would go to the door and ring loudly
on a brass dinner bell. This relic of 0ld Bethel
is now in the possession of Aunt Bill Culbreth,
widow of Daniel Webster Culbreth.

Services were held once a month, but Sunday
School met each Sunday at nine o’clock, There
were no hymnals, John David Owens Culbreth lined
out the music with a tuning fork, using a col-
lection of sacred music called the "Revivalist",
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A penciled note by him on the fly-leaf of this old
book says that he began leading the singing in 1869
and led it for thirty-seven years, He also acted
as superintendent of the Sunday School and officia~
ted at funerals, when no minister could be had,

The pews at 0ld Bethel were narrow, wooden
boards, with high backs and were very uncomforta-
ble to young bones, as Aunt Bill recalls. She join-
ed the church there at the age of fourteen. She re-
members that they had an annual Communion service,

A simple glass goblet and plate were used in this
service,

By 1859, under the pastorship of Faul Je
Carroway, there were nine Sunday Schools on the
circuit, having thirty-six teachers and over two
hundred scholars. The number of library books in
the Sunday Schools was over three hundred. In his
report to the 1860 "uarterly Conference, held at
McGhee'’s Church, Mr. Carroway reported: "The
spiritual condition of the several societies is not
as good as we would desire to see it, yet there is
much vital godliness which is manifested by its
fruits of holy living...There is still a marked dif-
ference between members of the church in regard to
liberality, Some are willingly liberal, while others
are far from being liberal according to the means
the Lord has blessed them with., Some bear the bur-
den of the church expenses while others either do
not understand their duty in this matter, or knowing
it, stubbornly refuse, or wilfully neglect it."

The first Quarterly Conference of 1860 contains
a Parsonage repcrt that 'we have caused to be erect-
ed a good and sufficient brick chimney to the parson-~
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age kitchen,"

The Presiding Elder, in this same year, was
apportioned one hundred and thirty collars firom
the circuit and the Preacher in Cnarge received
eight hundred and seventy dollars. To meet this
thousand dollar levy, the ten churches were asse-
ssed certain sums, that of Rethel heing one hun—
dred and fifteen dollars. I was orlered that a
public collection be lified at eacl: Quarcerly
Conference for the suprort of the circuit.

The following resolution of 1860 was unani-
mously adopted concerning the Presiding Hlder,
Charles Deems, D.D. "that we approve Dr, Desms!
intention to wvisit Burope during the preseny year,
and for his safety ovr prevers shall be offered
to the great Head of the Church."

Mr. Carrowzy continued to worry over the
spiritual condition of his flock., ©OSaid he, '"the
spiritual condition of the church is not good. I
have reason to fear that mary members are almost
destitute of religious enjoyment or hope., Many
are careless about the church, scarcely ever
attending upon divine worship,.. A strong effort
is being made to prune the church of every member
who will not walk according to the requirements
of the Bible,"

Bishop Early is mentioned in the 1860 minutes
as having appointed D. B. Nicholson as Presiding
Elder during Dr. Deems! trip abroad, and at the
third Quarterly Conference the resentment over
this act was strongly voiced., Alco, B. Culbreth,
licensed preacher, is recomaendeda to the annual
conference for Deaeon's Orders.
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In 1861 the pastor, H.H.Gibboa, records good
Sabbeth schools at Goshen, Bsthel and Clinton,
"The Sabbath School interest I regard as one of
vital interest {» the chuich at al® Limes, bub
more parcicularily now that ihe neighoornoca schools
are suvspended and will be in many sechions during
the present war.," (The Civil War').

"In 1862 the trustees of Bethel Church report
that "we have a fuil board cf irusiess, The church
is secured and there is a daept of eightyr-seven
dollars duve the building conzittes; whicsh if
do not coliect, they agree to divide belween then
equally." The trustees were T. Bullard, Gray
Sessoms, Owen Spell and T, S. Culbrein, Al iLhiz
same conference a committee was appcinied to connult
on the pronriety of removing the parscnaze to Clinton.

In the year 186, Owen Spell was appointed
superintendent of the Saibbath Scheol at Bethel., The
preachor 's report on the various Sanday Schools ou
the circuit had this to say about Bethel. "Thec
school at PBethsl war orgenized or the first Sabbail
in Mzy, under the superiacendensy of Brothers Spelil
and Buliard, assisted by six teachers, with an
aggregate of thirty-five scholars,"

The report for the year 1865 is interesting,
The defeated Souih had leid down arms; federal Lvosps
kept law in the land, and chaos and despair walined
hand in hand., The few faithful who were left ar
home tried to ksep the fires of faith alive. The
first Quarteriy Confercnce of thai year could not be
held for excessive rainz, The second and third
were not held because the county was occupied by
Federal troops.
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The Rev, Jeffrey H. Robbins, pastor in the
year 1866, waxed earnest in his report regarding
lax church attendance, poor Christian principles
and lack of brotherly love. His remarks conclude
with, "I have aduninistered the sacyunent of the
Lordts Supper at most of the churches in the cir-
cuit, but find a disposition among many of the
members to stay away from the Table of the Loxd,
which I regard as dangerous to the church and to
themselves., Thz two sacraments ordained by Christ
our Lerd in his gospel have been attended to and
God hes blesses our labours, and now with the
haprizet rclationship existing between pastor and
pecp.e we approach the close of the year, May God
bless ihe people whose hearts have been as large
as theis means, whom I have humbly tried to pre-
sent perfect in Christ Jesus, and who have respon-
ded in Christian liberality and made themselves
dear to me by many acts of kindness and hospitality,"

At the Anmual Conference held in Fayetteville,
November 7, 1866, the Sampson Circuit was again
diviede; this time into the Cokesbury and Clinton
Circuits, The Cokesbury Circuit was formed by
the following charches: Cokesbury, Salem, Avers—
boro, Bethany, Wesley Chapel, Halls and Bethel,

J. H. Robbins, last preacher of the Sampson
Circuit, was appointed to the newly crganized
Clinton Circuit and T, J. Gattis was sent to Cokes-~
bury Circuit,

If the modern child is considered by many
to be unruly and lacking discipline, then the
report of the Rev, Mr, Gattis, at the First
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QuarterJy Conference held at Bethany, January 12,
1867 %ould bring fomfort, Said the preacher,

"One of the most glaring sins among the members

of our church on this eircuvit, I find to be, en
aimosi tetal dl_;ub“‘d of that positive comund,
"train up a child in the way he should go, ana
when he is old he will net depare from it". In
many families the children are permitled to disobey
at pleasura the commands of their eliders - ana to
run wild not only during <ix doye of the week bub
alsc on the Seventh, There are; however, some not—-
able exceptions, but gensrally there is little dis-
cipline and in some instances almost no family
goverimenc, "

The post-war years of 1865-1870 were lean and
hard ones in the deleat=d Scuth, The Iew churches
that comprised the Cokesbwiy Circuit felt the brunt
of poverty also, Wrote the pastor in his repoit on
the general state of the churcag "lhere is great
spiritual apathy prevailing in most parts of the
worl, yet there are many who have not fallen into
this state ., . efforts are made in some of the
churches to keep up class meetirgs ard prayer meet-
ings; but the inclemency of ti:e wealier, the state
of the roads and the uncomfortablie conditions of
our houses of worship render these means of grace

infrequent.”

The first mention of the division of the
ez, biought on by the bitiesncss engeudaved
by tne %wir Between the States’ (a2 bitterness that
separ-ated Christian from Christian in almost all
dencminations, and was not to be healed in Metho-
dism until 1939) comes in reference to the
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Methodist Church into northern and southern branches
comes in 187C, with reference to the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South,

The year 1873 saw the adoption of a motion that
each church organize a constitution and by-laws for
its goverrment in furthering the cause of missions,
and in raising funds after the most feasiblie plans,
Yet the nexh Ouarterly Conference saw this same mo-
tion repealed, on motion of Erciher Owen Spell,

In 127, the total membership of the churches
was rerorted as five hundred and seventy-Iive
nersons. Bethel Church owned one acre of land, se—
cured by a recorded deed and was "clear our of debt",
Tne Preacher in Charge and his assicstaor: were to be
raid the sum of four hundred and twenty--five dollars
emmually, and one hundred and thicly dollarzs to the
Tregiding Flder. Yet the outlook for even this
meagre salary looked hopeless, as the entire charge
had raised just twelve dollars for the first quar-
teri! The next quarter saw sixty-seven decllars and
firty cents raised; the third quarter one hurdred
five dellars and forty cents and the fourty quarter
ninety-four doliars and twelve cents,

In 1875 Aversboro was omitted from the cir-
cuit, In 1876 the second story of the Academy at
Blockersville was rented to the Masonia fraternity
for the yearly sum of ten dollars., Also, in this
year, the Rev., Owen Spell applied for recommendat—
ion to the Annual Conference for Deacon's Orders,
and was whole-heartedly so recomnenced,

Coharie Mission, with its own Preacher in
Charge, the Rev. F. A, Bichop, is first mentioned
in 1876, He reports that "we have been using oer
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new church since the first Sunday in April." Mr,
Bishop reported three Sabbath Schools . numbering
aboubt one hurdred and sixbeen scholars, bub; saic
he, "We had one other school started, witn fifiy-
three scholars, but discord - — crected by our
oppcenants — - causea it to be szdly n2glected and
at last given up." The Coharie Mission WasS com—
posed of the following chvrches: Plack!s Chapel.
Aversboro, Mingo Lodge =2nd Newica Guoves. ' In 187
it was unanimously resolved that Wesiey Chanel be
transferred to Coharie Mizsior,

B, .B. Culbreth, Preacher in Charge during the
early eighties rencrted that e congregaticns
have been good, cousidering the weather and the
sad fact that not a single church had a stove in
it. No one ren suscessfully worship God whils
shivering in a cold church." Another candid state-
ment by him was that "to our sorrow we have some
on the rolls that are worthless to the Church and

to Christiaiity.”

In 1329 a copy of Resclaticns of Respect wae
passed regarding the greav loss o the Conference
in the death of the sairily love Culbreth, licen~
sed Elder, who died May 30, 1&€9¢.

By 1904 the little wooden building at Bethel,
on the stage road to Fayetteville, was in a bad
state of repair. The trustees report two acres
of land and one house of worship. velved at two
hundred dollers, "the house badly i need of re-
pair and there has been some talk of trying to
build a new ore." The rnearhby village of Roseboro
was growing, aided by railroezd faciities and
surrounding timber industry, so it was decided to
move Bethel there, In 1908 a building committee
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for the new church at Roseboro was appointed:
R. H, Fisher, L. M. White, D. W, Culbreth and
M., M. Hall, Authority was given these trust-
ees to sell the old church and apply proceeds
to build a Methodist Church at Roseboro, Later
report mentions sale of the old church for six-

ty dollars}

The fourth Ouarterly Conferende of 1909
contains a report from the trusteeg of Bethel,
"Our church is newly built and we have expend—-
ed on the same during the year eight hundred
and ninety-two dollars, Church property is
valued at two thousand dollars and insured for
one thousand." Also this year, four Woman's
Home Missionary Soeieties were organized on
the charge, with a total enrollment of eighty-
two members, They raised thirty-five dollars
and two cents that first year}

The new churth, a wooden structure with a
steeple and two entrance doors, stood where the
present Tabernacle now is, It was called New
Bethel., Services were held here until 1927,
when the present brick church was begun, Evie
dences of New Bethel are still with us, how-
ever, as the pews in the Youth Fellowship room
are those from the old church, and part of the
present altar - the re-~table and dossal cornice
are made fron the little reed organ that used
to furnish msic for services,

The prefent church was started in 1927, for
in November q¢f that year the trustees of Bethel
Church No., 2 beg leave to report that they have
expended durilg the year on the new church one

1
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thousand and five hundred dollars., They were also
given authority to sell the old property to the
best advantage and apply the proceeds to the build-
ing of the new church., They were likewise author—
ized to ask a donation of five thousand dollars
from the Duke Foundation.

E. L. Hill wae Preacher in Charge at the time
of this building and J. D, Bundy was Presiding
Elder, The late Troy I. Herring was president of
the Board of Trustees and M, M. Hall was secretary.

The men were not to be the only ones concerned
with the new church, however, In the year 1927-28
the Woman's Wesley Blble Class raised one thousand,
two hundred and fifty-three dollarsi What endless
sacrifice of time and labour went into that offer-
ing of love. Could we, of 1956 meet such a
challenge?

On March 33, 1928, in the pastor's report he
writes that "our laymen have been busy repairing
their churches and in building the church at Rore-
boro. We are planning to occupy our new church at
Roseboro on Easter Sunday,"

A Bethel Sunday School report of 1928 says
that, "We have moved into our new Sunday School
rooms and the Sunday School is improving some,”

The old wooden parsonage at Roseboro was
burned in 1932, A building committee appointed in
the spring of 1933 decided that the new parsonage
was to be built on Roseboro church property. Meet—~
ing again in July of that year they apportioned
donations from the various churches on the charge
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as follows: Bethel Church to furnish the brick,
Andrew's Chapel to furnish the sand and such
labour as could be secured, Hall's faurch to
furnish 10,000 feet of Tomber aad Beulah (ant
represented) was to report at the next quarterly
meeting, With the one thousand dcllare on hand,
it was decided to go to work at oacs oi the Luild-
ing, later, the parsonage trustees were authcriz—
ed to trade the old parsonage lot tc the Roseboro
Milling Company for building material or to sell
it for cash,

In April, 1934 the pastor, A. L. Thompson,
reporta” that "our new parsonaca is nearing comp—
leticn, We are hopreful for the werk,” “""1n, on
Augnst 5, 1934 he reported that “some phasss of
our work during this quarter reveal scme progress

2 spiritual things, Church atterdence ia some
quarters has been disapnointing during tne heat
of the summe» days. We are reminded sometimes of
the slight hold our Master has upon our lives be-
cause we conshantly refuse to give Him eomoiete
charge of ourselves." But then, ir a much diffe-
rent vein, he continues, "It was during this
quarter that the pastor was happily married and
the hearty ard beautiful rezepiion given him and
his bride will long be rementeisd, The sacrifice
and loyalty of our peorle in making possible one
of the most beau*iful and adagustez parsonage
homes in the North Caroliia Confurerce is a sign
of their devotion to the Masteris work. The
building has been completed and beautifully
furnished,"

The year 1934 witnessed the long-desired
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dedication of the Roseboro church, named - like
its two predecesors - Bethel, It was dedicatad
on October 21, Bishop Paul B. Kern was in charge
and as Mr. Thompson wrote in his Pastor's Report,
"The dedication of Bethel Church today has marked
an advance in our work here., Under the inspirat-
ion of that great sermon by Bishop Paul B. Kern
and under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit we
go forward. dedicating ourselves anew to the
Master!c service,"

The depression of hte !30!s caught the local
congregation with a large church rearly finished -
and so it remained, until 1947, when the Rev, Dan
Sharpe, then pastor, reported that "we have done
a lot of work on the Bethel Church, pouring walks,
waterproofing walls and pouring a cement floor in
the basement,"

Kermit Wheeler, the next. pastor, wrote in
1948 that "The Roseboro congregation is looking
forward to having a new organ installed in the
church soon. And, plans are in the making for a
new heating plant." Later, he adds that "the
Roseboro church is showing a great deal of pride
and interest in their sanctuary. The sanctuary
has been renovated and some additions and changes
made which is truly a great improvement. A
Hammond organ has been installed, a gift of Mrs.
N. B. Hill. Mrs. Elbert Owen has given chimes and
an amplifying system to the church. Other gifts,
too numerous to mention in this report have also
been given., Dr, W. P. Starling and Mr. Ab Harris
are resnonsible for the painting of the sanctuary."

The Rev, Faul Edwards followed Mr. Wheeler,
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and at his suggestion, a group of women was or-

ganized into an Altar Guild to tend to the sanc-
tuary and prepare the church for services. This

group has been responsible for accumulating the

lovely set of altar paraments now in use in the

church,

Just before Gonference of 1954, the congre~
gation of the Roseboro Methodist Church took a
tremendoun step forward, They decided to become
a station church, holding Divine service each
Sunday, Hall's Church helped them to this de-
cision by electing to join itself to another
charge and build a parsonage for its resident
pastor. Accordingly, they sold their interest
in the Roseboro parsonage for two thousand, five
hundred dollars, Andrew's Chapel elected to
stay with Roseboro, but in this year, 195, they
t oo became part of a new charge and Roseboro now
stands alone, a true station church,

And so, with a thankful heart we look back~
across the years and decades to the pioneers of
Methodism in this region; we follow, through the
prages of this little sketch, the hard, ardurous
struggle they made to achieve what we enjoy today,
and we pledge ourselves, with God's held, to a
second hundred years far better than the first,

"0 God of Bethel, by whose hand,
Thy people are fed,

Who thru this weary pilgrimage
Hast all our fathers led.

Our vows, our prayers, we now present
Before thy throne of grace,

God of our fathers, be the God

Of their eucceeding race,"
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PREACHERS SERVING BETHEL METHODIST CHURCH
At Bethel Academy, 1829 - 1836

William M, Schoolfield, 1829
James W, Bell, 1830

John G, Carter, 1831

H. D. Wood, 1831

Joseph Davidson, 1832 -~ 1833
Benjamin N, Barnes, 1834
William M., Jordan, 1835

At Pleasant Union, 1836 - 1855

William M, Walsh, 1836

John T. St, Clair, 1837

Chappel Fetherson, 1838

William J, McMasters, 1839

(No preacher on charge in 1840)

Henry Grey, 1841

Daniel Culbreath, 1842, 1843, 1844

Charles P, Jones, 1845

C. K. Parker, 1845

Thompson Garrand, 1846

William M, Walsh, 1847, 1848

William J, Duvall, 1849

E. L. Perkins. 1850

Jeremiah Johnson, 1851, 1852

Charles P. Jones, 1853, 1854

William M. Walsh, 1855
Bethel- 1856 — 1909

Josicph B. Martin, 1856 - 1857

Moses J. Hunt, 1858

Paul J. Carroway, 1859 - 1860

H. H. Gibbons, 1861 - 1862

William H., Barnes, 1863

Wesley M. Robey, 1864 — 1865

Jeffrey H. Robbins, 1866
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At "old" Bethel, 1856 - 1909

T. J. Gattis, 1867 (new Cokesbury circuit)
T. J. Gattis, 1868

C. Plyier, 1863

Love Culbreth, 1869, licensed Elder
J. D. Buie, 1870

J. B. Bailey, 1872 -~ 1873
James Mahoney, 1874

Thomas W. Smith, 1875

M. W, Boyles’ 18?6

F. A. Bishop, 1877

G. W. Hardison, 1878

F. H. Bishop, 1880

J. C, Cricp, 1881

(No record 1882 ~ 1826)

M. V. Sherril, 1887

D. A, Futrelle, 1888

J. E. Bristoe, 1883 -. 1889
Daniel Reid, 1890

A, J+ Parker, 1891

Jo W, Mariin, 1892 ~ 1894

B. B. Culbreth, 1895

R. A. Bruton, 1896 .. 1897
C. E. Seli, 1897

L. O. Wyche, 1898

J. C. Crisn, 1899 - 1900

D. A, Futrelie, 19C0 ~ 1901
B, B, Holder, 1902 -~ 190

D. A, Walkins, 1905 - 1G06
J. E. Buie, 1907

L. B, Pattishall, 1908

At "new" Bethel, Roseboro. 1909 - 1927

N. H. Guyton, 1909 -~ 1910
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J. W. Hoyle, 1911 1912

L. E. Sawyer, 1913 - 1914
H. E. Lance, 1915 -~ 1918
R, F. Mums, 1919 - 1921
J. A. Thorpe, 1922 — 1924
R. B. John, 1924 - 1925
E. L. Hi11, 1926 = 1929

At Roseboro Methodist Church, formerly Bethel, .

1927 ~ date of building,

B. L. Hill, 1926 ~ 1929

€. A. Johnson, 1930 - 1932

A. L. Thompson,1932 — 1936

N. P. Edens, 1936 - 1938
Neill 5. Johnson, 19338 — 1939
C. S. Hubbard, 1939 -~ 1945

D. M, Sharpe, 1945 — 1947
Kermit R. Wheeler, 1947 -~ 1950
Jd. Paul Edwards, 1950 — 1955
E. E. Whitley, 1955 —

Local Men Who Entered The Ministry

1795 - Francis Parker
1841 — Miles Owen

Love Culbreth
1843 -~ Daniel Farker
184/ — Daniel Culbreth
1845 ~ John Owen
1860 ~ B, B. Culbreth
1875 ~ Owen Spell

W. J, Underwood



Material used in compiling this sketch
of early Clwurch hictrrw of tha Bethel 2on-.
gregavion, now tie Rooevceo Methodist Church,
came from the following sources:

Church Record Book, belonging to Andrew'!s
Ch(peju This book was compiled by Miles
Owe:, pastor of the Church, in 1857, =zad
embraces the period from i609-1867, This
record is incomplete in part,

Quarterly Conference Record of Pleasant
Union ard 0ld Bethel Chrrch:

Loausli me vy Awmib Bill Cllbreth, widow of
the late Daniel. Webster Culbreth.

Quartcrly Confererce recorde, in the poss-
ession of Roseboro Metncdist Church, Miss—~
ing are the records from 1832 -~ 1886,

Personal recollections of Aunt Bill Culbreth,

who joincd the Church at 013 Bethel at the
age of fourteeu,

Katharine S, Melvin,



CENTENNYAT, AND HOMECOMING
COMMITTEE

Mrs, B. L. Fisher, Chairman.
Mr, Duncan erring
Mr, Amos Butler
Mr. H. J. Carr
Mrs, P. Jo Melvin

INVITATION COMMITTEE

Mrs. Blanche Smith, Chairman.
Mrs, H. J, Carr
Rev., E. E., Whitley
Mrs, Tom Bryan

DINNER ARRANGEMENTS -~ Men's Class,
FOOD <« Fidelis & Wheeler Classes

SALE «~ Church History - M, Y. F,
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Bethel Methodist Parsonage
Burned 1932

Located on site of present Perry Patterson home, next to Community
Building.

At the Fourth Quarterly Conference, November, 1932, a committee
was appointed to provide home for preacher in charge and to submit

recommendations for building a parsonage.
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Built 1933 - 1934

First pastor to occupy this new parsonage was the Rev. A. L. Thomp-

son, who brought his bride here in the ,summer of 1934.

BUILDING COMMITTEE:
MEMBERS:

T. I. Herring, J. C. Williams, W. A. Hobbs, D. V. Warren, J. G. Butler.
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