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THE CHURCH CALLED· BETHEL
Being a history

of

ROSEBORO METHODIST CHURCH
1856 - 1956

The early history of Methodism in Sampson
County was compiled by a painstaki~g chronicler,
the Rev. Miles p~ OHen; in the yea::-1867. As a
local preacher, serrc out from Andrew; s Chapel,
the Rev, Mr" Owen marie an effort to gather rec-
ords of his Church and in so doing, he likewise
listed preachers; Quarterly Conference minutes,
and circuits t.hat.embraced the e~t:ire co~ty and
the bordering couni.Les beyond to the south and
east.. Mr. ~en obtained much of his knowledge
from an old lady ~ who at that time was seventy-
five years.of ageo He wrote down all infol'mat,-.
fon so gathered in an old ledger that is still
in the possession of Andr ew!s Chapel, and - - -
were page one not missing - - - its faded blue
script would yield a complete history.

Organized Methodism came to North Carolina
in the year 1776: when} at a Conference held in
Baltimore, a circuit, called the Carolina Circuit
was established. This circuit embraced a large,
thinly-populated territory that covered se?eral
states •. Not until l837 was the North Carolina
Conference organized (excepting what was known
as. the Chow-an and Roanoke territory).. '!.i;-.8 first,
s essionof the North Carolina Conference met at
Greensboro on January 3l~ 1938.
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Sampson County Methodism, however, fa~out-
dates this 1838 session at Greensboro. Accord-
ing to Miles Owen, the first Methodist supposed
to have lived in this county was John Parker, who
came .prior to 1757 from Tar River to a place near
the present day Andrew's Chapel and whose house
was the preaching place for itinerant circuit -
riders. Says !vIr.•Owens, IIIhave been able to
ascertain with certainty that Bishop Asbury prea-
ched at the house of John Parker. The exact time
I have not been able to get, but it was about
1790~ There was a skeleton pulpit built for the
occasion, and is still preserved as a relic, with
special reference to its having been occupied by
Bishop Asbu:ry~1! (This pulpit was preserved by
Joseph Parker, a class leader for many years. At·
his death it passed to his daughter, Mrs. Sarah
Hall of Roseboro, where it remained until some-
time during the year l891~hen it was accidentally
burned; ) .

The Rev. Hr. Owens wrote that, IIJohn Parker's
house was a regular preaching place as far back as
1785. A~ that place he lived for many years and
raised a large family ••.• After his death, the
house that had been so Ibng used for preaching~
fell to his youngest son, who was irreligious,
and the preaching was moved to his son Thoma6
Parkerls house, who lived nearby, and was contin-
ued there until 1816. (This Thomas Parker is re-
corded as having been received into the church in
the year 1788 by the Rev. Daniel Lockett.)

"John Parker had five sons who were worthy
and piou6 men and who did much for the establish-
ment at Methodism in the surrounding country. Of



3--

them, Francis Parker beoame a traveling preacher,
and his relatives now living, that have some re-
collection of him, think that he belonged to the
South Carolina Conference. William, Thomas and
Sessoms Parker, his brothers, were men of sterling
worth. Nicholas was doubtless the most prominent
and useful man of the family. • ."

The church registry already referred to be-
gins with the name of Nicholas Parker. Daniel M~-
Duffie was the minister who preached his funeral.
His wife, Elizabeth, followed him in death in 1842.

Continues Mr. Owen, "I have spoken onlT of the
Parkeris thus fari for they were the original stock
from which the Methodists sprang in this county.
Owen Owens and his wi.f'e,Ma:'.>tha(received into mem-
bership in 180!l- and 1809 by the Rev. Daniel Shines)
were contemporary with the Parkers, and were pious
and exemplary persons, who raised a family that
gave much st~ength and iL£luence to the church. Dr.
John Owens was a son of Thomas Owen, who was not a
profe5sor of religion and never did attach himself
to any branch of the church~ His mother was a
sister of Nicholas Parker. He'was the first born,
and his mother died at his birth~ He was taken by
his uncle and raised and educated. Embibing by
constant exemplification the excellent qualities of
his worthy uncle, he was the most bultiva.ted man
that has ever lived in our community ••• As he is my
father, I refer you to Brother Daniel Culbreth for
a full and more correct statement of his life and
usefulness. "

"On the second day of October, 1809, a plot
of land containing two acres was given by Luke
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Parker for the purpose' of-.e~cting a house of wor-
ship for the use of the Methodist Epi~copal. Church
in the United States of America~ Trustees were
Nicholas Parker," .william Parker, 'ftlomas Parker,
OwenOwensand Will Miller. .Thi~ '~tNrch was·known
as Parkerrs Meeting House and is the mother church
of SampsonMethodism.II

The church \'iJ.S an the Black River Circuit.
Not until 1816, however, wa~the church actually
bui.It., The three kno•.m preachers here before. this
church was built according to'·lIJ1".OWens wer~: the
Rev. Gamewell,Rev. Bernice Barnes and·Rev. Jolin
Mallery" ~his lA,tter minist.er is recorded as hav-
ing received HowardParker' into full connection
about 1812.

"About 1820", writes Mr. <Mena. ''Bishop George
was passLng,t.hi-ough Fayett';"ille and..stopped at the.
house of mygrandfather, I~~amBlake and learned
t hat there •.TaSno preacher: for that J"ear on the .
circuit, so he turned his course and came thirty
miles to pre?ch for tee people at Parker's Meeting
House. YOLl will see, therei'ofe, that the church
and communityhere have been,twice favored with the
preaching and presence of the FatherS in the Epis-
copacy. II . .

The 1869 historian, 'Mii'es P. ~ made a
complete list of the Presiding Elders and preachers
in charge on the Black HiverCircuit and succeeding
circuits from the year'18l6 t.hrough 1851. Hewrites
that "the regular round of the B!aclcRiver Circuit
commencedApril 29,1815, with C. H. Hines as
Presiding Elder and Rubin Elles a. Preacher in
Charge. liTherecords are defective aed badly kept",
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he reported, but they show that the circuit was
large and at that time errbr-aoed f.n it s terr7.tnry
Duplin, perhaps a large par·::. of Hanover'~ all of
Sampson and that part of Bladen on t.he east side
of the Cape Fear. It took a preacher six weeks
to make a round;

The first mention of Bethel is in the mi.nut.es
of the first Qllarte:c2.y Conf'er-ence of 1829 wher-e the
meeting vias he.Ld at Bet.he.l, lk?c:sny; Moces Br-ovk
was Pr-esi.ding ElIer- and Will:'am M. SC~1oo2.i':':'€.L'..••.as
Preacher in Cnai-ge, Seven years latex cernes the
first mer.t.Lon of p_l e,~~ant Union; whe,:,'3the fcu:>:'th
Quarterly Conf'er-enc e of 1336 was heLo , It., 3.~ that
year, alBo, that the circuit pecame the Sampson
circuit.

The church at Pleasant Union has a pretty
history 8.3 W3J.l as a pf.eas irig name, vIe 1..rill con-·
e erm our se Ive,s with it, ad it is the dire0~ mot.her-
church of Rosetaro Met.hodi sm". Fonner Ly ca Ll.ed Old
Swamy::Bart::.s-~. Cl.u·~ch: it now she Lt.r-r od H0·!:.h:)('~i"t
and Bapti:.. t. denon.Lnat iOLl8••• who WOi"::;hl.pped t.her-c
so pfeas arrt.Iy end in su-n accord thr'.t t.hpy renamed
the church P2.ea83.11t0.1~O~:~ The lii:t:.E: dr F.<o~ stood
not fa~ from where the pr-esent Bapt i sc church of
that same name now is" Ar.cording to AU'1t Bill
CuIbr-et.h , t.he pevc at. Clc~2'ii3.itJ? (~r Pl;;c.3a:::t Ur.ion)
were }.;.)gr' 4\~;-:"';L lic:.J.Z.l' '~':L-;_,(:3Q smooch on top and
with pegs stuck in the enQe for leg3~

The Methodist families that worshipped at
Pleasant Union were the Cu.Ibr e+h«, th3 B1..'lJ.a.!'d8"
the Sesaoms , the SpeLl,s , t.he Karr-31:3, the E~ze1l3,
the Hails, the Fishers and the McT..c"":1hs" The last
aention of rleasant Union in the old mL~ute book
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is in the year lS55. In 1856 Bethel is listed as
one of the ten churches on the Sampson circuit.

The Rev. Jeremiah Johnson was the circuit
preacher when the Sampson circuit was divided, in
lS52, into the Sampson and South River circuits.
Previously, the large Sanlpson circuit had embrac-
ed all appointments in the upper end of Sampson
County, those in Cumberland County east of the
Cape Fear. In dividing it, the stage road from
Fayetteville to Clinton formed the line as far as
Little Coharie Bridge, thence it went in a straight
line across South River, then to the Cumberland
County line and with this line to the Cape Fear
Rive.

The circuit left in the Samnson' Circuit em-
braced Pleasant Union (later Bethel)~ Clinton,'
Cokesbury (at Stedman), Bethany, Wesley Chapel,
Salem, McGees, Goshen. New appointments added to
the list were Kings, Averysboro and Cedar Creek.

Membership records for lS52 •.~ow that the en-
tire circuit received in full connection two whites
and expelled three blacks.

In lS52 also, the subject for a new parsonage
for the Sampson Circuit came up. G. W•.Bullard
sold the church one acre of land at the present
t own of Stedman "lying on the stage road that leads
from Fayetteville to C~inton, just below J. C.
Blocker's residence on the other side of the branch,
on the level and north side of the road, including
the Twelve mile Post from Fayetteville. Also, the
said committee bargained for, and bought of the
said Bullard, one half acre of land for an academy
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to be located near the above c'3r-.'c!'ibed acr-e, (In
passing, it must be r6::lS;n'ue.rej t;-,a~ ::'::i.] ',ve.S Long
before the day of the free :p'J.bJ..l(',S·~hODl and 'Ghat
higher educat.Lon , whe~"'.of'f'cr ed , W1.S l'_·),~.e,:, tl~.e
BupeT;:-:'''.8~.0~1of ijOin:~ chur-ch, Sn:all Loca.L d,caG.emier.;
sprang up aJ 1. ove r the co,.:::,",l"V and enrolled both
day and boat-d.i.ug f;t--.:,d'Jr:::'~u)

In 18'-;6 +he r-e ""',1':' I' '3 tp.n c ongr-egat Lons on the
c irC"_lit.. T;11O> c i.rc 'J~_: Y.:'2 ],:9;'-:;"''1;; =-t '3 Pl'6:::"C~C.~

$69(,~ 7C and the L'61:;1.d..Ln~ Elcl.J:' ~tt';cJ(>., 1..0 v'::'
. Culr·:relh; who WP.C- tr-r.ve l 'jJ'g pr= ach=r' 8'1'; Stw1.~a~.r

SCllOO1. G·~i,)=!.~~.~·f~:.eJ-.:.d::~I:-~.for t~!·):':"~_l"·__l.:it" ~'1~:8c:~2!~2j
to gi"e up this latt.er pos i.c i.on so as to pr-each
more .•

Mrs. Isaiah Vannt in her able history of the
Clint0r:. Ho-t.hodist Ch'}.r:-!:-J P"_Ys h~_gr '!-,:'.if:1U+.B to
A. Do Bcz,-:-s, ,{~10 :OJ:) a t:'&-~-e'::"~_ngp:..e,:.c:1cr~ ·~c...llc;to
a ss i.a c the icgu.car-Ly aFl:)0~r:ted "Acl.Llt; l)F,ac:on"-,
JOSArh ~i."'.r':·i~1~S~8 T:·~;t :');:~~h2..t 1 ;J?COIIl t.hat tire
until h::'3 dcal.h Ur~'::3 B8~·<..: vra.: / ....tlc:.e.:.'.:;:::',s 10ved
by the r-eop'l.e of Sam~,-;-::Y' (>'ll!l~-·V" Stories are still
.r emembered and oft rep':;a~J«J 0:' h:;s g'~eat cons ice.
r-at.i.on , 3J-mpa.~:hy,Loya.Lcv c:.11G. dc,rOc,::"'Oc1, nO-G only ';:'0
his Goo. but to a.l.L the people wr.on; h= ~e1've::1. Dur-
ing V:iD J?a-:: money was tiiStt)l ~0Cl~.r::_t-.rtic,c~.....zcr-e
small, anc, G·:--,ly three churches on tile ci.i-cui.c made
any CU'1tr_' bl:t.i. on. Notice was given to Bell the
c ircui t pars onage to satisfy unpaid cLa.ims, II

But t.he pers cnage vras not to be sold. In
1858 t.ho T;·u.;·~-3C:::::; \'!'~!e ::':__15 czuc t ed to borrow money
and give t.hei;: not.e for the amount. due J. C.
Blocker and t;y to collect the mor,sy on the circuit.
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A building committee was appointed to !ur-
nish the parsonage with what was necessary. At
the next Quarterly Conference that s&ne year,
the question of the Academy came up, when the
Trustees of the Academy at Blockersville asked
authorization to sell an interest in said aca-
demy for common school purposes. Later on,
there was talk of selling the academy to the
Masonic fraternity, and it was finally agreed
to rent the upstairs of same to the l>'Iasonsfor
the sum of ten dollars per year._

As mentioned earlier in this narrative, the
Methodist congregation at Pleasant Union built
their own place;of worship, called Bethel, and
were installed there in the ye-ar1856. This
church (later to be knm~ as Old Bethel, to
distinguish it !rom the New Bethel edifice built
at Roseboro) was located not far from their for-
mer home of Pleasant Union. It was a small wood-
en structure without bell or s.teeple...It was en-
t ered by two doors •.•• one for the women and one
for the men. Inside, a wooden partition divided
the center benches, and the women sat on one side
and the men on the other. The amen corner was
near the pulpit. To announce the hour of service,
the preacher would go to the door and ring loudly
on a brass dinner bell~ This reliQ of Old Bethel
is now in the possession of Aun~ Bill Culbreth,
widow of Daniel Webste~ Culbreth.

~ervices were held once a month, but Sunday
School met each Sunday at nine otclock. There
were no hymnals. John David..Owens Culbreth lined
out the music with a tuning fork~ using a col-
lection of sacred music called the t'Revivalist".
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A penciled note by him on the fly-leaf of this old
book says that he began leading the singing in 1869
and led it for thirty-seven years. He also acted
as superintendent of the SurrlaySChooland officia.-
ted at funerals, whenno minister could be had.

The pewsat Old Bethel were narrow, wooden
boards, with high backs and were very uncomforta.-
ble to youngbones, as AuntBill recalls. She join-
ed the church there at the age of fourteen. She re-
membersthat they had an annual Communionservice.
A simple glass goblet and plate were used in this
service.

By 1859, under the pastorship of Paul J.
Carraway, there were nine SundaySchools on the
circuit, having thirty-six teachers and over two
hundred scho~. The numberof library books in
t he SundaySchools was over three hundred. In his
report to the 1860 f)larterly Conference, held at
Mc(J1eefsChurch, Mr. Carrowayreported: "The
spiritual condition of the several societies is not
as good as wewould desire to see it, yet there is
muchvital ~odliness which is manifested by its
fruits of holy living ••• There is still a markeddif-
f erence betweenmembersof the church in regard to
liberality. Sane are willingly liberal, while others
are far fran being liberal according to the means
the Lord has blessed themwith. Sane bear the bur-
den of the church expenses while others either do
not understand their duty in this matter, or knowing
it, stubbornly refuee, o~ wilfully neglect it."

The first Quarterly Conference of 1860 contains
a Parsonage repc.rt that ''wehave caused to be erect-
ed a good and sufficient brick Chimneyto the parson-
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age kitchen. II

The Presiding Elde:c-, in this same year, was
apportioned one hundred and thirty d.O::'l&'l~S f'r-om
the circuit and the Preacher- in (;J:1':n'gereceived
eight hundred and s eventy dC'l~a::5", To nl2td:; U,1s
thousand dollar levy s the ten chur-ches wer-e &::3~3&-

Ssed certain sums, that of Bethe 1, being one hU.!1-

dred and fifteen. doLlars , I;:' Vldi3 oX":'c..:-eG.that a
public collection be li:f';~ed at each Quc4J:'cE;rly
Conference for the SUpl'ort of the cir~uit~

The following resolution of 1860 was unani-
mously adopted concerning the Presiding ~:Jde:.~:,
Charles Deems, D..D~ "that we approve Dr, Desmat
intention to visit Europe during the present year,
and for his safet:r ot:r pr.?yers shall be offered
to the great Head of the Chur-chv "

Mr. Car-r-oway continued to worry over the
spiritual condition of his flock" Said he, "the
s rdr-Lt.uaL condition of the chur-ch is not good; r
have reason to fear that mary members are aImost,
destitute of religious enjoyoent or hope. Many
are careless about the Ch1U'Ch, scarcely ever
attending upon divine worship"H A strong effort
is being made to prune the church of every member
who will not walk according to the requirements
of the Bible. II

Bishop Early is mentioned in the 1860 minutes
as having appointed D. B. Nicholson as Presiding
Elder during Dr. Deems' trip abroad, and at the
third Quarterly Conference the resentment over
thiS act was strongly voi~edv i\lCO, B. Culbreth,
licensed preacher, is reco~nended to the annual
conference for Deacon's OrdersQ
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In 1861 the pas t.or-, H~H.Si1;)bo:.1,r-ecor-ds good
Sabbeth schools at Cosher., Bethe L and C'Lint.ori.•.
"The Sabbath School i:'1ter":Ost I rega.:--d 10.::0 O'1.P (If

vital in'~_e~L"est -(::0 t~<3 (hu~·~l·:.at al: -:~jlrL8s.1 bl:.t,
more par-t i.cu.Lar-i.Ly 1101'; that the ne Ighoor-nooe. schoe Le
are suspended and wil} be j.n many sections dur ing
the present war •." (The Cd vLL WdJ:) .•

"In 1862 the t!'l)st.ees of Bfrthel Chur-ch r-epo+t.
that ''we have a f'ul.l. boar-d cfLrc.3:E;8f:. Tn0 chur-ch
is secured and there is a o eot. of f>lgtty--sevp.u
dollrtrs due the but.Ld.ing c(lT,::,:L;~t..~s;; v,T~l::-::l·,if thF-y
do not collect, they agree to dxvi.de b.:;-0W8Cn the,n
equallyo" The trustees were T. Bul.Lar'd , Gr8.Y
Sessoms; Owen Spell and T. So Culbl·'"t,'1o N ·i,::i.:'
same conf'e rence a committee was appo.inced to cc,].;:;ult
on the propriety of removing the par-sons ~f? to Cl~_ntono

In the year' 1864, OvJe11 Spell was appointed
s uper+nt.endent. of the S'lbbath Scheol at BEV~2~c The
p reachcr l.~, i-epor-t. on t.he various S·cL.'1dayScr,cjl.J O.l

the circuit had this to say about Bethel. "':Lho
school at. Bet.he I vIa.r oz-g=rriz ed 0:;:' the first 5,,):)'.J8.-:''::1
in May, l.:'L~,::;r t.he ~·..:.pe.rincench-7.:!~-:Yof Br-ot.here Spe=:.J.
and Bullard; a~.:si(·d·.ed.by six t.eacher-s , with an
aggregate of thirty-five scho.Lar s.;"

The repo:t:'t. for the year 1865 is interesting.,
The defeated So.,:T~,hhad 12.5..ddown arms ; f'eder-a.l +-.':c-::p.::;
kept Law ill the Land , and chaos and despair l,\Tc•• j ke d
hand in hand, The few faithful who were left A.~',

horne tri'3d to keep the f-:'rr-.,s of f".:.~h aLi.ve, rIe
first Qua.rtel'~lY Conference of t.hac year could noi; be
held for exces s+ve rairJ3" The SE'(;f)Y1d and third
were not heLd because tile county was occupied by
Federal troops.



The Rev. Jeffrey H. Robbins, pastor in the
year 1866, waxed earnest in his report r-egar-d.ing
lax church attendance, poor Christian principles
and lack of brotherly love. His r-emar-ks conrIude
with, "I have adi,unistered the ea'::;l"J.W..ent of the
Lordts Supper at most of the churches in the cir-
cuit, but find a disposition among many of the

.members to stay away from the Table of the Lord,
which I regard as dangerous to the church and to
themselyes.~. Th3 two sacraments ordained by Christ
our Lord. ill his gospel have been attended to and
God has blesses our labours, and now with the
hapy.:i2strelationship eJd.f.<tingbetween pastor and
people He approach the close of the year. Hay God
bless the people whose hearts have been as large
as th'.:li~means, whom I have humbly tried to pre-
sent perfect in Christ Jesus, and who have respon-
ded in Christian liberality and made themselves
dear to me by many acts of kindness and hospitality •."

At the Annual Conference held in Fayetteville,
November 7, 1866, the Samp30n Circuit was again
diviede; this time into the Cokesbury and Clinton
Circuits. The Cokesbury Circuit was formed by
the following chnrchee e Cokesbury, Salem, Avers-
boro, Bethany, Wesley Chapel, Halls and Bethel.
J. H. Robbins, last preacher of the Sampson
Circuit, was appointed to the newly organized
Clinton Circuit and T. J. GattiR was sent to Cokes-
bury Circuit.

If the modern child is considered by many
to be unruly and lacking discipline, then the
report of the Rev. Mr. Gattis, at the First
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Quarterly Conference held at BethaYlY, Janua.ry 12,
1867 "i.'!.·;(ouldbr Lng 6:)'.-'l£'O~'t, <> Said t.ht:"prcacher-,
"One of the most glaring sins among the members
of our- church on this c iz-cui.t , I fi:,d to bri, en'
a.Imosi; total di2r2g:lY·d of tlla:::' pos.Lt.iv e comrcand,
"train up a child in the way he ahou Ld go} ana
when he is old he Hil:_ ~.C't. dcp1.rt. from it ", IYl
many fami:G.e:1 the ch i.Ldr-en are psrndi.t.ed to disobey
at pl.easui-e the commands of t.he i.r eLder-s ~ and, t-o
run vvi 1d not, only ch.'r:Lng si::~d::.yi of the week' b;xt
also on the Sevent.h, There ar e, however , scrne nut--
able exceptions, but gensr-a.l Iy there is Ijttle dis-
c Ip.l.ine and in some ir.stances almost, no famiJ.y
goverrment., II

The post-war years of 1865-1870 wez-e lean' and
hard ones in the def'eated Scut.h , The i e« chur-ches
that comprised the Cokesbury CjJ.~r;'lit fplt the b~',mt
of pover-ty also. vIrocu t.he pa:::.c.Y' Ln his r-epoi-t on
the general state of the criurchj lI'lhere is great
spiritual apathy pr-eva.i.Li.ng in most, par-ts of the
work, ye-:' there are many who }:a"T8 not f'a Ll.en into
this state ••• efforts are made ::!.n some of the
churches to keep up claGs m~8tirg~ and prayer meet-
I ngs , but the Lnc Lemency of t;18 v,~3.J_.~~e!',the state
of the roads and the un~omfort.able conditions of
our houses of worship render these means of grace
infrequent .•"

T~e fiJ:'st mention of the d:.~rision of the
Ch'll':::I',I; lJ:';'\.·'lg:·"t, on by th:l bit,t8.':;:;.;~A:J e:lge~lCbl"3d
by t.ne li'\l!ar Between the Stat.es Ii (:3. bi.tte~(,C1e~;sthat
8 epa~:,aJ~edChristian fro:::l ct.'.': 3~-.:L.:)X'. in a~..rrost all
denominations, and wan not, to be heaf.ed in Hecho-
dism until 1939) comes in reference to the



Methodist Chu!'ch into northern and sout1:lern branches
comes in 1870, with reference to the Hethodist,
Episcopal Church) South~

The year 1873 saw the adoption of a motion that
each chur-ch orgarri ze a constitution and by.··l'JWE'.fo:':'
i tc goverr-n.errt Ln furthering the cause of mi.ss ions,
and in :t'2.:\_::1ingfunds after the most feasible plans.
Yet the ne~".+' Cluarterly Conference aavr t,h~_ssame mo-
t ion repealed, on motLon of Brothel' OwenSpe.l.L,

In 187h the tota1 memberflhip of the churches
was reported as five hundr-ed and sevent;y···.:~.Ye
persons~ Bethel Church owned one acre of land, se-
cur-ed by a recorded deed and wae "c Lea.r 01:1' of debt".
'I'ne Preacher in Charge and his ass:'stur:;:-,.were to be
p a.i.d the sum of four hundred and t".rent.y-.five dollars
E:::-.c',-:allY;Jand one hundred and thL'ty doD.arc to the
?Teciding Elder. Yet the ot...tlook for even this
meagre salary looked hopeLes s, as the entire charge
had raised j"t:st b;elve dollars for -~,hef:~r3'i- qL:_3.:::--.
t e:::"J The next quarter saw sixty-seven dollars and
fifty cents raised; the third quarter one hundr-ed
f Lve d01l2.1's and forty cent a and the fourty quar-ter-
ninety~four dollars and twelve cents.

In 1875 Aversboro was omitted from the cir·-
cuito In 1876 the second story of the Academyat
B'Locker-sv.i l Le was rented to the Masonia fraternity
f or the yearly sum of ten do.ll.c.rs, Also, in this
year, the Rev. OwenSpell apnlied for recommendat-
ion to the Annual Conference for Deacont s Order s ,..
and was whole-heartedly so rec onmenced,

Coharie Mission, with its own Preacher in
Charge, the Rev. F. A. Bizhop, is first mentioned
in 1876. He reports that ''we have been using 0"1:
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new church since the first Sunday in April." Mr.
Bishop reported three Sabbath Schools;'nQm~ering
about; one hur.d+ed and c::'xL.;:.:n zc.ho.l ar 3 ~ hu-t> said.
he, IIWehad one ot.he r ~ch001 stalJ'::'\jQ.• Wit!l .fifi.,y-
three scho Iar-s , but discord - - crec+ed b;r OUT

opponant.s - ~ caused it to bo 3<:.d:::y r;,';,sleGted and
at last given up~" The Coha=Le NisstoD. Wd.S com-
posed of the following c.~1.'.:r-.I-.·~1S: Pb.ck! s Chap=L,
Aver-sboro, 1\~.'1{;;OLedge 2.rd N·3irjLcD G:':'c[e.. In 1879
it was unammous Iy r-eso.lved t.hac Wesley Chapel be
transferred to Coharie Mi~5io~.

B•. B. CuLbr-ei.h, Preacher in Charge during the
early eighties r-epcr+.ed tflat 'h:~,e ('.0;,g~eg2.t+cne
have been good, co..s lder-Lng the weacho r- a...'1Q the
sad fact that not a s.ingIe church had a stove in
it <>- No one can succeasf'ul.Iy worship God li:h~.l~
Shivering Ln a cold church, II Another cand.cd s'c,ate-
ment by h.imwas that lito our sorrow we have some
on the roJ_Js t.hat are worthless to the Church and
to Christi.al.iJ,:.:r•..."

In 1~S'6a cory of R'3scl'.l.-I::.i0nsof Respect wae
passed r8ga::d.ing the greac ':06., to the Conference
in the deat.h of the saint].Y Love Cul.bret.h, licen-
sed Elder, who died May30" 1896.

By 1904 the little wooden building at Bethel,
on t.he stage road to Fayetteville, was in a bad
state of repair. The trustees report two acres
of Land and one house of l<To~s1.1ip;veLued at two
hundred do.Ll.ar s , ITthe house bad::'y L1 need of re-
pair and there has been some talk of trying to
build a new one? II The nent'l-.,yvi.Ll.agc of Roseboro
was gr-owi.ng, a.l.ded uy ri.l.:Llroad faci:::"iCies and
surrounding timber Lndus t.r-y, so it was decided to
move Bethel there. In 1908 a building committee
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for the new church at Roseboro wa~ appointed:
R. H. Fisher, L. M. White, D. w. CUlbreth and
M. M. Hall. ,f\uthoritywas given these trust-
e es to sell the old church and applY proceeds
to build a Methodist Church at Roseboro. Later
report mentions sale of the old chutch for six-
t-y dollarsJ

The fourth Quarterly Conferen¢e of 1909
contains a report from the trustee~ of Bethel.
"Our church is newly built and we have expend-
ed on the same during the year eight hundred
and ninety-two dollars. Church p~operty is
valued at two thousand dollars and insured for
one thousand." Alao this year, four Woman fS

Home ~s5ionary Societies were orgamzed on
the charge, with a total enrollme~t of eighty-
two members. '!heyraised thirty-~;i..vedollars -
and two cents that lirst yearJ

'!henew church, a wooden structure with a
steeple and two entrance doors, stood where the
present Tabernacle now is. It was ealled New
Bethel. Services were held here un~il 1927,
when the present brick church was begun. Evi-
dences of New Bethel are still with us, how-
ever, as the pews in the Youth Fellowship room
are those from the old church, and part. of the
present altar - the re-table and dossal cornice
are made froc.the little reed organ that used
to furnish mQSic lor services.

The preient church was started in 1927, for
in November C!l that year the trustees of Bethel
Church No. 2 beg leave to report that they have
expended dur~ the year on the new church one

l .'...
)
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thousand and five hundred dollars. They were also
given authority to sell the old property to the
best advantage and apply the proceeds to the build-
ing of the new church. They were likewise author-
ized to ask a donation of five thousand dollars
from the Duke Foundation~

E. ~ Hill wa~ Preacher in Charge at the time
of this building and J. D. Bundy was PreSiding
Elder. ihe late Troy I. Herring was president of
the Board of Trustee~ and }Jf•.•. M. Hall ~fas secretary.

'!bemen were not to be the only ones concerned
with t~e.new church, however. In the year 192~128
the Woman Is \vesley Bible Class raised one thousand,
two hundred and fifty-three dollarsj What endless
sacrifice of time and labour went into that offer-
ing of 'love. Could we, of 1956 meet such a
challenge?

On March .3J;., 1928, in the pastor fS report.he
writes that "our laymen have been busy repairing
their churches and in building the church at Rose-
boro. We are planning to occupy our new church at
Roseboro on Easter Sunday. II

A Bethel Sunday School report of 1928 says
that, "We have moved into our new Sunday School
rooms and the Sunday School is improving some •.II

The old wooden parsonage at Roseb"orowas
burned in 1932. A building committee appointed in
the spring of 1933 decided that the new parsonage
was to be built on Roseboro church property. Meet-
ing again in July of that year they apportioned
donations from the various 'churches on the charge
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as follows: Bethel Church to furnish the brick,
~ Andrewls Chapel to furnish the sand and such

labour as could be secured , HaJ.ll e Fh::rch to
furnish 10,,000 feet or 11.JY.~€J.~arid BeuLih (~.-)t
represented) was to report at the next, ouar-t.er Iy
meeting. With the one thousand dc1J.3:"B 0"'- hand,
it was decided to go to work at O~lC;:; on t.he Lu.i.Ld-«
Lng, Later, the parsonage trustee;> "ere authc:r::LZ-
ed to trade the old parsonage lot to the Rosehoro
Hilling Companyfor building material or to sell
it for cash.

In April, 1934 the pastor, A. L. Thompson,
report.Er-~.that "our new parSOl.i8~Bis near lng comp-
lGLi.c·,-~ We az-e hopeful for thei·yorL 11 Agpi':'.s on
August 5.. 1934 he reported ti1at "<;OillC phaseu of
ouz- work during this quarter r-evea.L some pr-ogr-ess
in spiri~~lA.l=--th~:.ngs. Church at.t.er.derice i.] S·)TtlZ

quarters has been disapnointing during tn€ heat
of the summe-rdays. We are reminded some-ti'nes of
the slight h8ld our Ma3ter has upon our li\e~ be-
cause we cons+ant.Ly refuse to give Him IC"oo!;:IJ.et,e
charge of our-seLves.,!' But t~e:'1.. ir. a much ri.ffe-
rent vein, he cont inues , "I'.:. was during t.his
quarter that. the past.or was happf.Iy marri ed and
the hearty art). beautiful re:;er-!--J~.ongiven h.im and
his bride will long be r·e["e[11::21eel. The :::;d<:.cif:':"ce
and loyalty of our people in mak! ng possjbleone
of the most t.ecm-l-.iful and ad8<::c12t0par-sonage
homes in the North Car-o.l.Lna Cor.tfJ~,:,e!.ceis a sign
of their devotion to the Masteris work. The
building has been completed and beautifully
furnished. "

The year 1934 witnessed the long-desired
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dedication or the Roseborochurch, named- like
its two predecesors - Bethel. It was dedicated
on October 21. Bishop Paul B~Kernwas in charge
and as MroThompsonwrote in his Past or-ts RepOrt,
"The ded:i..cationof Bethel Church today' has marked
an advance in our work here. Under the inspirat-
ion of that great sermonby Bishop Paul B. Kern
and unde~ the inspiration of the Holy Spirit we
go forward, dedicating ourselves anewto the
Master!:; ce::,vice,"

The depression of hte.1JO's· caught the loCal
congregat.Lon•.•ri.t.h a large church r:.early finished -
and so it remained, until 1947, whenthe Rev. Dan
Sharpe, then pastor, reported that IIwehave done
a lot of work on the Bethel Church, pouring walks,
waterproofing walls and pouring a cement floor in
the basement.II

Kermit ~'lheeler, the next. pastor.., wrote in
1948 that "TheRoseborocongrega.tion is looking
forward to having' a neworgan installed in the
church soon. And, plans, are in the making for a
new heating plant." Later, he adds that "the
Roseboro church is showing a great deal of pride
and interest in their sanctuary. The sanctuary
has been renovated and someadditions and changes
madewhich is truly a great improvement. A
Hammondorgan has been installed, a gift of Mrs.
N. B. Hill.. Mrs. Elbe.rt Owenhas given chimes and
an amplifying system to the church. Other gifts,
too numerousto mention in thifl report have also
been given. Dr. \1. P. Starling and Mr. AbHarris
are responsible for the painting of the sanctuary."

The Rev. Paul Ed•.rards f'o.l.Lo••..•ed Mr. Wheeler,
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and at' his 'suggestion, a group of womenwas or-
ganized into an Altar Guild to tend to the sanc-
tuary and.prepare the church for services. This
group has been fesponsible for accumulating the
lovely set of altar paraments nowin use in the
church.

Just before {t-onfere"nceof 1954, the congre-
gation of the RoseboroMethodist Church took a
tremendQU'f}step forward. They decided, to become
a station church, holding Divine service each
Sunday. Hall's Church helped them to this de-
cision by electing to join itself to another
charge and build a parsonage for its resident
pastor. Accordingly, they sold their interest
in the Roseboro parsonage ror two thousand, rive
hW¥ireddollars. Andrewr s Chapel elected to
stay with Roseboro, but in this year, 1956, they
too becamepart or a newCharge and Roseboronow
stands aIQne) a true station church.

And_~-so._witha thankful heart we look back-
acr-ose the years and decades to the pioneers or
Methodisminothis region; we follow, through the
~ages of this little sketch, the hard, ardurous
struggle they made to achieve what we enjoy today,
and we pledge ourselves,with God's held, to a
second hundred years far better than the first.

"0 Godof Bethel, by whosehand,
Thy people are fed.
Whothru this weary pilgrimage
Hast all our fathers led.

Our vows, our prayers, _wenowpresent
Before thy throne of grace.
Godor our' $athera, be the God
Of their -,o.ceedtng race. It .

~rT •
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PREACHERS SERVING BETHEL METHODIST. CHURCH

At Bethel AcademY, 1829 - 1836
William M. Schoolfield, 1829
James W. Bell, 1830
John G. Carter, 1831
H. D. Wood, 1831
Joseph Davidson, 1832 - 1833
Benja~in N. Barnes, 1834
William M. Jordan, 1835

At Pleasant Union, 1836 - 1855
William M. Walsh, 1836
John T. St~ Clair) 1837
Chappel Fetherson, 1838
William J. McMasters, 1839
(No preacher on charge in 1840)
Henry Grey, 1841
Daniel Culbreath, 1842, 1843, 1844
Charles P. Jones, 1845
C. K. Parker, 1845
Thompson Garrand, 1846
i'lilli3JIlM. Walsh, 1847, 1848
William J. Duvall: 1849
E. L~ Perkins; 1850
Jeremiah Johnson, 1851, 1852
Charles P. Jones, 1853, 1854
William M. Halsh, 1855

Bethel- 1856 - 1909
~OfjGphB. Hartin, 1.856- 1.857
Moses J. Hunt, 1858
Paul J. Carroway, 1859 - 1860
H. H. Gibbons, 1861 - 1862
William H. Barnes, 1863
Wesley ~ Robey, 1864 - 1865
Jeffrey H. Robbins, 1866
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At Holdl!Bethel, 1856 - 1909
T. J. Gattis, 1867 (new Cokesbury circuit)
T. J. Gattis, 1868
C. P1yle~~ 1867
Love Culbreth~ 1869, licensed Elder
J. D. Buie, 1870
J. B. Bailey, 1872 - 1873
James Mahoney, 1874
Thomas VI. Smith, 1875
M. W. Boyles, 1876
F. Ao Bishop, .1877
G. w. Hardi30n, 1878
F. H~ Bishop, 1880
J. C. C!~iEPs 1881
(No record 1882 - 1886)
M. V. Sherril, 1887
D. A. Futrelle, 1888
J. E. BrL:;toe~ 1888 •...1889
Daniel ReidJ 1890
A. J. Paz-ker-, J.891
J. W. M&rt.i:l~1892 - 1894
B. B. Culbreth, J.895
R. A. Brut.on, 1.896.-1897
C. E. Sell, 1897
L. O. wyche~ 1898
J. C. Cri8p, 1899 - 1900
D. A. Fut.re.l.Le, 1900 - 1901
B. B. Holder, 1902 - 1904
D. A. Watkins, 1905 - 1906
J. E. Buie, 1907
L. B. Pattishall, 1908

At Hnew" Bethel, Roseboro: 1909 - 1927

N. H. Guyton, 1909 - 1910



J. W. Hoyle, 1911 1912
L. E. Sawyer, 1913 - 1914
H. E. Lance, 1915 - 1918
R. F. MTh~s, 1919 - 1921
J. A. Thorpe, 1922 - 1924
R. B. John, 1924 - 1925
E. L. Hill, 1926 - 1929

At Roseboro Hethodist Church, fornerly Bethel.
1927 - date of bUlldingo

E. L. Hill, 1926 - 1929
C _A. Johnson, 1930 - 1932
A. L. Thompson,1932 - 1936
N. P. Edens, 1936 - 1938
Neill B. Johnson, 1938 - 1939
c. S. Hubbard, 19.39-,1945
D. M. Sharpe, 1945 - 1947
Ke.rnri.t R. 'vlliee1er,1947 - 1950
J. Paul Edward9; 1950 - 1955
E. E•..\l>JhitleY-7·1955 -

Local Men ~~o Entered The Ministry
1795 - Francis Parker
1841 - ¥.ilesOwen

Love Culbreth
1843 - Danl~l Parker
1844 - Daniel Culbreth
1845 - John Owen
1860 ~ B~ B. Culbreth
1875 - Owen Spell

W. J. Underwood



Material used in compd.L+ng this sketch
of ear-Iy (:>1.:-:-.~~ t."-~L:~:~~0: th·:') Bct~"-f:'l ~('·n-·
g r-egat.Lon, ~lU!f t~·,e F~C'",EO'!j(;~vH8ttoGiat Church,
.came from the f'o.Ll.owLng sources :

Church Record Book, belonging to Andr-ew! s
.Chape L This book was comp.i.Led by Hi.!.t'lB

Ower., pastor of the Chur «h, in 186~:~ c\1(l
embr-aces the per-Led froiIl j,[:'09-1867. Thiij
record is L~complete in parto

Quarterly Conference Record of Pleasant
Ilrri.on and Old Be~;\:cl Ch·.'r~t:
Lod.:':l(>l me 1:;y ;.:ll~(, PLl.l C":":l.J,:,'cth,witiow of
the late DauieJ. He'os'(.erCulbreth.

QuartGr:::'yConf'e rence r-ecorda, in the po£i 3-·

ession of Roseboro Metnorli.:3T. Church. Miss-
ing are the r-ecords f'r-om 1832 - 1886.

Personal reeo] l.ect.; ons of Aunt Bill Cul.bret.h,
who jo5.ncd th<:; Chu.rch at. OIl Bethel at the
age of fourt.een,

Katharine S. Melvin.



CENTENNIAL AND HOMECOMING
COHMITTEE

Mrs. Bd L. Fisher, Chairman.
Mr~ Duncan Hon~ing
Mr. Amos But-Ler-
Mr. H. J .c (j8,X'r

¥1I's .• P. J. Melvin
INVITATION COMMITTEE

Mrs. Blanche Smith, Chairman.
Mrs", H. J" Carr
Hev. E. E. Whitley
Mrs. Tom Bryan

DnmER ARRANGWLEIIJTS..•Men's Class.
FOO]) - Fidelis & Wheeler Classes
SALE - Church History - M. Y. F.



Bethel Methodist Parsonage
Burned 1932

Located on site of present Perry Patterson home, next to Community

Building.

At the Fourth Quarterly Conference, November, 1932, a committee

was appointed to provide home for preacher in charge and to submit

recommendations for building a parsonage.

"Iffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi~ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi..



Built 1933 - 1934

First pastor to occupy this new parsonage was the Rev. A. L. Thornp-

SDn,who brought his bride here in the ,summer of 1934.

BUILDING COMMITTEE:
MEMBERS:

T.1. Herring, J. C. Williams, W. A. Hobbs, D. V. Warren, J. G. Butler.
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