
ill STiRY, OF REGAN' S M:~.THODIST CHlIRCR

The following is a sketchy hi story of Heglall Chur ch; some of "hi ch is

heresay , 'A.c~ich vm.5 as sembLed by John B. Regan snd wh i oh he has given on

scver-a I occa s i ons , Several sts.tem,::nts consist of' the inforr:ation 1'hich he

several years ago reoeived from SOI!l8 of the oLdcr members of tho chur-ch 808

--\'Jell 9.8 so;ne of the people in the communi ty wh~ •.rore not members of thil
~ .

church. He is abso Iu+e Iy positive th&tthe history of Regan's·.church.

or the po.rtioular !'..reaon which it now stands, is probably one of the

?ldest IDeeting places for relibiouB worship in Robeson County, it being

near the Cape Fear Rivor where the on r Iy settlers se t t.Lad , It ','.'as one of

sl de r-ab Le 6vi<:ience of mooting ground at this particular spot !::t-:my years

before thero ':'::.s an or gs.ni zed church. The oLde r- pe cp Le cLaimcd that ev en

prior to 1847 thc.t it ""i3.S ll. camp gr-ound or 0. camp meeting place and there i s

specific reference to the camp ground in the deed for the p r opo r by on which

this chur ch wa s ez-e ebe d , So we do know tl:::,t Pri 0 r to 1847 i t was a ..l]lGe·~1.11g

j','

1-" .',

being a. d ce d f r-om Eli :Re~[·n a nd C,:;1. r.:::l 1:0<..,::n to tLe origin'J.l Trus~(,;c9

of this church ",hie!! I wi Ll. have mor-e to r::s.y ;;,";)out. later. This p~.rticulG.r

grand old church cates 'br.ek to one of the erJ.1'liest in this section of tho

country a.nywhere.

This deed was dated the 231'd day of JU:1'.3, 1847, :::::-.coby ~hal Fcg&l1 c...nd

Eli Rebccn to J~:""'88 Ee.rkcr, V:i.l1ircm H. '~,'illis, ·.AJ~solomr,~v18.Jr.,../ r« ,.

L,C"OilJ. us

wa s in the edge of tho hC.';8.71 R')ad j'.lst 8-:11,1;hof +he old CB.lll,? ground, This

origi1l91 piece of Le.nd 1';:.:'8squs r e and wes conveye d to the Trustees in Trust

for tho follov.ing purposes, to·-wi t and I quote from the Deeda "That they

sh.!ill erect und build or cause tc> be erected and built thereon a house

or place of wor shdp for the use of the mcr.bo r a of the Hathodis'l:i Epl ecopa.L

Chur-ch South in the United. 3iate13 of .l\.J;-;.-::d. ca e cco rdt ng to +ho rule sand
{

di$oipline \ol'hioh f'r om time to"tir;.~ r:2.y be ndopted and aGreed upon by the

.•..'.
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/ in the Uui ted ststes of /\.I'lEricaj and in fur'~!:16r -trust and ccnf i dence that

they shall at all times f0rever hereafter p cr-rr.i t such rrdrri s'bor s s.nd

prea.chers belcnging to the sl1id church as sh8.11 from tine to time bl3 duly
authorized by the General GonfGl"cnce of the L.:inistcl'S :'tr!d pc-s:w.ch0rs of

the Methodist Episcopal Chur-ch South or by th3 !~",)l:.':<lCcp\f'c-renoe

D.uthori zed by the S:'lid GE,n3ral Coni'crenc0 to p re c ch s nd oxpourid God's

workt'1efein and in further trust the.t thO)T tile sai d truf-Gecs above

named shall keep up P"T:?otl;ally a Bor'.rd of '.l'T'llstees for "C.lle caid property

according to the intent and rr~ec.ning of t.he c1iso'.pline of tho ~.:ethodi6t

Episcopal Church." 'The Grr~ntors secrn to be nrindf'u I of -t:le faot that some

fro~

four-fifths of en acre deeded to the chur-ch ";)y D.C.?eg8n end 1'.i.:fe,

the C:-mrch ••

is not k:1o·.'lno

for 8003 40 years, from those 11ving now Vrl10 l'cn;;n1)crs the old church.

I s.m inform-3d that it y:e..s very bes.utiful in ('csiCn. It l"~·.d bonchc s y::,ich

\

pre sent church y,;"8 bur 1t ftud Ill: s be.e11 irli.1.i n.-Vd no d fl.::d Tv cc ntly ~\(irlod to



r ,

~r~ctioal1yin its or1&i~~1 ro~m.
I hA.va been told since I 1'"3.5 a ohild that -(,{Jeold chur-ch recoX'ds

been i'mpossi ble for no to cot ~_)O rn:3uy d (;'C~iLs HbGu't t.ho c~c>_rlyhi s{;o&'Y

The records are fairly eor.lplete [!in(;~ -the ehrly 1890' s c~n1there 0:>::1ct a

e.nd Ti~el:1~.}CrG
I

•r.'!Bnb::rship was fOl'"l33d "C~e !!.ethodiot chur-ches or S-_'1i-~ho, Sc-r~=<)r~8 riu;':t :f'O

full streUGth in 19~?o

V-0l"~ 183 members on r;)ll (I.'t '?t-,t(,h -~;L;o :'!lQ 1~~.:7";';':'O../ of

I '

<,
x.
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The TI'3xt rc-cl.'Jt'c.s 'i;hat I have been ab l o to find Ci.i.r1S from tho roll book beeinr!ing

Jenkins pastorate her-e he b,,-p~i2·::.d:50 inf;uts; hcw. vc r , the l"c·cord is not too clear

Church.

On November 28" 1911 A.J.Grovos I;D.:> t~.ssigncd to thls church as it's ps.s bo r and

17hi 10 hero rrJu'ricd 12 coup Le8 f'rom 1911 1P1ti 1 , .ru s in 1815o He FiJsO ;"apti zed

50 buf'arrb s dur-i ng his pl.\si;o:rate hero 'n~d to,:..k Lrrbo tho church 22 new 1:1cmbJrs.

In 1915" whiLo John C.l{:i.lr;o TUS bLshop :-uld JOIlLl H. Yall '\'ins prcl';idil1[5 elder,

( t

;
i

t. r and Lrczic ::\f\l!it·~.
>~

,""

charge, [rothsr CoLl i na Denny ;·::'..S bi shop and J .H.Shr:ro pn;siding elder.

to l;~.,)-rr,."",':·"-·r 4. 1(.;28.' ""l·On·,,..,.. "'· "l,r"_i,J.,.,,,),·v .s "",~ry e o b ivc ·.·.1~_'-1 ''-''0+ ho '''''''''l'''''~'~'''>d -.,~.~.~ ••" ••,. -~ -,," i,; v. ,4 • ~ 0 ,. ' .. ,_. •.•!', •.•.v ,v !:'c." U~l.V .•••••.• c'.'., •..." •.•

.,'

of. inc.i vichml ehur ches Hnd it 1.s difficu1t to te n j'JGl.; hew r.;my v.orc ;:;crformod fn'l"



, " f,... .

r:, ;h!'$ .ehur eh , 'While here he r-e oeived 25 new m:3L"I;H::rs in the RC(;fi.n's Church.

e " .. "
Followl:hg.Mr. Daileys in 1928, 'Hr. J.B.Thonpson carne to this chr.rge. He received

,
into the ehur-ch 22 new member-a, first of y,hich ,\-~·t'..GChfl.rl(:s Mcrcers no:•.••.a member of tho

"",
N0!rth Cur-o Lf.ne Conf'er-cnce and the last ono Sudie Ihy D<)ugbson t.he 24th Day 'of JulyJ190,2

I have found no obhor- records pcrtainin~ to his "-;Grk; :-10''','3\,''(;]'', he is known to most of yQuj

and you know that his' aotivities 1'rare oonsLder ab Ie , Ai~ this t1.)""wthe old sya+em or rccordt:i

Wlll.S changed into -tho present day system and it is ent.i re Iy po s s i ble, thflt tho other
~'•.. .}:-~. ~. - ' .. ~"':';. ".:-,~,.;,~,~ ..•..,.•.. ~ .• -,.'7 ~,.,' .,' \.-

reoords 'of his 'work "While here 8.1'6 included Ln 50::'..e lft-cer booksa '.

I have made no effort to bring the history of the church from 1932 to tho present
date fer the ~jori ty 'Of the grown people pr-eserrb n.r-e us fC\]'i;ilir..r; or n:ore' SQ. ·w1.-::;h'tho

r:COGr}':lt membership in. 1958

Of the' early member-s of' '1:;1'19 church and of the E;r"c.tC'-f'..lidprscnts of r:.&:.';l of t~e pre sezrc

menbcza were the f'oLlordng r . Of the two gr:>.n~orGI l;eill Regan left eLcven children,

, .t .

or-phans ~Tld ••zho 1!llt6r went to ~,.:;xaso ~C}DX8 r,r;L:sl'ch-',i-t.s Yin.S tho i\\l.iihcr of Zf::.ck ""'".'0 ".'<:S
•.1

of the Musselwhite cLan .hieh l~t(;r f'o rncd B~_rkcrf s Church. V:c h:;'VG boon unab Lo to +'i.r.d

80116 of the iutercr;ting sice liGhts :-•.nd some of the first in the hi story of thi a

chur-ch I tun told thn.t Katie rea Pl'oaa,mll, bter j'.~rs. D.C.Rectl.n, gllve tho first silver

communion semce for the church. I am infor;:tcd thr,t ;'rs. Jasper Ec.Ge joined Tlith her

in the tcsk and he Ipod f'urrd sh the l~irGt silver CC;·j<l!,u.n.ionservioe i'oT the ohur ch ,
I

Irena King,Mc!;e11l .• ra.ised bhe money for tho first orGf.!.n, ~nd r'1isGBt~rthCl. Brof\dwell
i

the sister of Kelton Browd•.•rsl L, was tho first orcCt:-,). st. I (;\.111told that ths fil":3t
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Epvi'Orth League (now 1i1:"F)\';-'US orgarri zed in 1917 and R.I! .~ing .-IRS the first

presidont of thA~ groupe 'l1j.D:l:;the pr-e serrb Missiollr.r'Y Society v~s -first.
orgtuu.zE:d aboub 1930 and Dora lIGrriug King wns the l"irst president of the , ,

lo.diast :Missionary Socicd;y. .]_ .•...

This church ha s l:l('cdEl i tos contribution in pl"ofc:ssiono.l men of our tiroo,

brving furnished aevor a I proacher s , do obor-s and Inl-;yors. Some of v•.nom could be
~. '

men,~ioned"-brieflyo

Jl"o; ¥-.ho VlC"S n mcmber of our conf'or-cnoe urrt i I his un+i.rao Ly death. Charles Me'rccr#

SoE.MGro~r v,~~ -: presiding clde~, -•..ho ,~s the :rkther of- S,E~Mri-r~af
, • J : _.~ '

one of the young o.nd 'up and comi ng merabo r s of tho ()onfercnce~ 'Dennis Kinlnw VillO \, ••o.s

,
Re[;an, Dillon,S.C.,-M.D~ 1'11<';1'e has b3)Cl1 at lercst ty,\) 1::?7iYers who ar e f'orree r .

member-s of this church, one of whom is the Labe Vis.do He.mpton Kinlo..w of L'l'1:.iTtbertoll

.~..
T11is chur-ch haG a. '"v-:::ry in.tcrestiYlg l1if:':~o:ry', hos na de ~..' 1Y011dGl"'J'lul C0::-.d:;rib·J.{~ioll

to i -, ;

G~-)2-""':_:u·.;~i..·~;y·'?.:_~~,:1r)"J.,"" ]r~1.}·~~·S(.11C8~.:t!(ty ·~..:~dtl-L1.s·section

pzede co s sor-s , At £\'l1;\r rni.e we 0718 ~ch0se Y:!lO L"~e ,,'J~'k~d S0 har-d arid di liGontly
1

throubh·-Jthe Y6t!.TS to m;l)~Gt!'lis shrine of relisions worship possible, 'C::Cl dut,y of

"-

".--..
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