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HISTIRY. OF REGAN'S MUAHODIST CHURCH

The following is & sketohy history of Fegan Church,some of thch is ;
he%eﬁay, which was assembled by John B. Regen and which he has givén on
scveral ocoasicns. Several statements consist of the information vhich he
several years ago received from some of the older menbsrs of the church as
ezll as soms of the people in the community vhd were not members of the
church. Helis absolutely #6éi£ive that the history of Regan‘é.chgrch,
or the partioular area on which it now stands, is probably one of the
QIdest meeting places for religious worship in Roﬁcson County,‘it being s
near the Cape Fear River where the early setilers ssttiad. It wvms ﬁns of
the first aress of Robeson County lihubilted by people and thers is oon-
siderable evidence of mscting ground at this particular spot many years
before there vas an organized church. The older people claimsd that even
prior toll847 that it was a cemp ground or & cemp mseting place and there 1 s
specific referencs t& the camp ground in the deed for the property on which

R

this church vas erecteds So we do know that prior to 1847 it wes a moeling

plece end & emrp ground and a plece whore the psople asserbled end

worshipped Gods. In 1BA7 e find the first written record of the church. I%

gy 4

being & dsed from Eiil Regen and (ol. T2l Fzpan to the original True
S - P T 5

tecn

of this church which I w11l have more to sy sbout later. This particulsr

deed vas the first deed reocorded in Eobeson Couwnty for suy church ground

dn

to any Boerd of Trusiteoes., Conseguently you kiiow that the history of Ihis

=

grand old church dates back to one of the earliest in this section of tThe

country anywhere.

-
-
F

This deed yas dated the 23rd day of June, 1847, rads by Neal Fegan and

Eli Regen to James Barker, ¥Williem H., Villls, Absolom Tavie,Jr., Zschius
ad

Tueselvhite, Balph B. Parker, Saul Marcep snd 1ilby Mypsselvhite, Trustees,
in Trust for the pur oses and uscs hoveinafisr mentionsd. This deed

conveyed & litile more than twd seres of lrnd ard the beginning corner

was in the edge of the Regan Road just sauth of the old oamp gfound. This

o

138 was conveyed to the Trustees in Trust

originsl piece of land was square
for the follo%ing purposeg, to-wit z2nd I quote from the Deeds "That they
shall erect end tuild or cause to bs srccted and build tﬁereon a hguse

or place of worship for the use of the merbors of the HMathodist Epiecopeal

Church South in the United S?atea of Anmcyica according to the rules and

£

1t
diseipline which from time to time may be adopted and sgreed upon by the

_G‘said church at thelr Gonerel Conferenccs

£)

Ministers and: Preachers; -1
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. in the United Stetcs of America; and in further trust &and confidence thet

they thall at all times forever hereafter permit such ministors and
preﬂoher; éelenging to ths said church as shall from time to time be duly
authorized by the Ge wsral Gonfercnce of the Ministers and preachsrs of
the Hatiodist Epiecopal Church South or by the Anaual (oulerence
uthorized by the s=id Gensral Conference to prench end expound God's
workthefein and in further trust thet they the said trustecs above

named shall keep up prrootually a Board of Trustees for the cald property
according to the intent and msaning of the disgipline of the Methodish
Episcoprl Church." The grantors soem to be mindful of the faot that soms

member might he forwed to pub up 8 little more ronsy than some of the

other pegbers and they included in the dsed the follovlng provisions:

o

"Providéd nevertheless That if any trusiese or member of the Puilding

1

Committee shall advarncs a sum of moncy or bscime raspensible for sny
sumg or sum of money on account of the orection of said Church, that then

and in thet case he sh2ll be entitled to tThe remedy in such case made and

provided by ths discinlins of the ¥azthodist Bpiscopal Church, and, so

LY

forthl  Jeal asnd Eii ERezea pprocred at the fu.ovet

1847 and in open Court acknowledgzd the due crocution of the decd snd

£rom thet tinme on there s a regardod Pesopd of rante GhvTaEl, The
5} 1y onsuibub % 7 a; tir the ehurch g=eep
foregoing deed oons es all of the land owuzd Tty ths e h smeapt

four-fifths of sn scre decded to the church by DeCeRegan end wife,
Fotie Lse Regan, by deed dated Februsry 18,1853, So far =s I heve Leen
able to find those tro cenveyanocos conatitulzs the real estate ovmed by
the Churche |

You vill note that e church did mot Yave & rans at the tive
the Deed was mado snd that the Trustses wiro not msmed as Trustecs of
any sartiocular church mnd so it is sgsumed thet the Trustecs newed In the
Deed, none of whom weve Fepmrne, zamed the church beoe
by the side of the Regan rosds ihen snd how tha Tegan Eord got iUs nues
is not knowme

The first church which vas ercclted on this lot sérved thas cherge
for scma 40 years, from those living now vho rerenbers the old church.
I am informsd that 1t vus very beputiful in desiga. It had benches vhich
were unpainted, it had plastered walls and vas a very lovely church which
served the congregation for belwsin 40 and 50 younras AL that time the

present church wes built and has baen waintalned and ruccrtly addod to
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U gractisally in 4%s original forme

i | h:ive_ been told since I vas a child that the old church records
were burned vhen our homs was burned atout 1618 and 1% hog, therefore
bteen impossible for me to got too many deteils about tho sarly history
ot" the churche ©FSoma cof ths older menbers tell mo thet st ono tima
thshop Asbury attiendsd this chiurch end presched at & guarterly confrrinioce
The records are falrly complete rinue the early 1£90's and t woere cxict a
reoord of ‘he marrisges, baptisms o.ndlzm.m‘om‘s of the church which is

£oirly crmplete since that detes ',
|

The flrst marriage which I found rocorded in any of the reoords
e thaet of J.M,Putlor eiid Arnie Ragen, the wadding baeing perforned
by Preight ¥oCall in 1E£33,

Ezgan's Church has b very rich history, it hag teecn a Yoths
Chureh to many of the othur Hethodist churchos in this arene This voa
the first Methodist Church in Castern Fobeson County and from its

»
merbership was formed the Methodlst churches of Salthe, Pariors, Fighers

&t St«Poule, 2ow tho St.Pauls Lzthodlst Churche It is needless %o say

that the influsnes of This ChuiPed kHas Leeon Tay reaching in that
Fetlhndists havo gong oub from {hls congregation o alusst 211 jarts of
thie Tnitsd Stateds

So. far us pressubt duy vecords are cimesyasd; Yhe shurch wee at

ful) etremcth in 1997, Tor on ¥arnh 23, 1207, hile ihis church vos

& part of ths Fociingham Distrist £ nCoSonleranze; & guarterly

racting vas held kers under the loadership of Teve.F.Fo Zurs snd thore

M

vore 18% members on roll at w-ich $ire the romes of P.Eu¥inlaw,/ 2allio
./
| g .‘.g'

Kinlaw, ¥ollie lowie Tegen, 141110 Seith, Besale Smita and Meae lstile
graham wors &dded to the roll, milklinz a istal membership of 1906

Cn Septurbor 21, 1¥07, 2t211 widler tho lendorthip of Fovelica,

4 rew rendbors wers addsd atb a cuarterly corfercucs held gt this Churehe
e, et -a Al X St L quomnpes. P oy Al o Nt PRt |
‘e next reoords in the minutess were of & guarterly .,*-!;_:.:1;:.r;._ee rold

in thisg Church on March 27,1909, W.A.Jenking, 'L.-r{:-?.v*‘:':-.:r. A vhis

e N P e
quarterly conference, one or two members were dropyed from the roll,

goveral wore addod and tho secrotery we8 oracred Yo confer with

rot La dropped from it

geveral othar mombers to see why they should
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The naxt receeds that I have Lisen abls %o find cume from the roll bock beginning

B P
o

g#bout 1909 during the tims that W.A, Jenkins was pastor of the churoche, During Brother

Jerkins pastorate here he baphized 30 infantsy however, the record is not too clear

e

&s to how many nsw menbers hs recceived into the church. WeA.Jenkins wzs the pastor of this

church through 1911, These racords are to be found in the litrary at St.Paule Methodish

el mamielzs

Church.

OR TNovember <8, 1911 A.J.Groves vos assigned to this church as it's pastor and
while here married 12 ccuples From 1911 until his reroval in 1815. He eko bapbized
50 bnfants during his pastorate herc and tock into tho church 22 new memberss

In 1915, whilo John C.Kilpgo was bishop and John He Hall was presiding elder,

TR L A A S AR e A e e S B e

L.He Joynsy s assiprned to this chursh and stayed hers ons years During the time
; ¥ 1
F that Brother Joynsy vas pastor he beptizcd ¢ infenis end Yook into the church & new
:
% - - L] L
¥ mamberse He e2lso pe whils ho was on this chargea
& !/ t
¥ Following 1Ir. vau_r, still undsr The leadership of Kilgo and Hall, ﬁ.S.; arker
:
i vas assigned Lo this church;staysd hers btwo years snd loter bseame presiding elder cr
V District Superintendent. During these two years he married four ccuples and regeived 123
e members into the chursh,
f'
%' Following Prother Parker; we |
i
% prouher Starling probobly keut ik
¥
i procehors thus Tary howcver, his records of Lwitism end of marriages vore kegt Tor the
: 3
'
§ entire charge instead of just for Regan's Church end it is difficuls to pick out thoss
;j ™ b G g L
2 ¥ i it b gtiis; 75 ol R LR ] RUTCYa AOYEVE 0]ne Hon 33 <L s: g Church 26 Cvi
4 that were performed for Zczan's Ch 1 | ry he took inbo Fegan! rch 26
g
¥ - . £ e anr o S e = - 5 =3 = o
i mermber's durinp his four years on the chargr. The first marrisge porformed on tho
i - L3 = - - - - -
: charge by Drother Starling ves the warriange and Katie lee Ercadyzll on
£ /

=d for Pe g that of Celbton Besler

July 16,1818, The last exms perdfonm

i ! . : -
e and Iremo ¥AThita,
:
7 Folloving Erother Starliug ve yare assignsd Ivey T.Poole vhe is still a member of
} the corfererse sad-wim In sddition to his as ¢35 & mindeber las “ed
ﬁ himself in the Vagonic Fraternitw aed fa =
3
]
Masonie Pistricts While heore he roescived 20 rew members for Regen's Church, performed
several morriepes and infent beptisme. At the time Frothsr Pocle wns wssigned 4o this
charge, Frother Colling Denny vms bishop and Jslle8hore presiding eldere
In 1925, under the leadership of Bishop Mouzen and presiding elder J.D,Pundy,
w3 VOre AS qi—nv Jares A.Dailey who scrved as pastor of this church from December 1925
to Novembor 4, 19284 Brother Palley was very active in that he performed numserus
weddings and baptismal cercroniesi howover, the rcesrds scrd kept for the irge Instzad

of individual churches nnd it is aifficult Lo *tell just hew many vere performed fov
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5uﬁhf;;bhuroh. Phile here hs reca¢ved 26 new mombers in the Regan's Churchs

__"' Following Mr-. Dailey, in 1°28, Hr. Je B.Tnom sen came to this charge. He received

| into the churoh 22 nGW'rembers, first of which was Charles }orcer, now & member of the
Nmrth Caroline anferenee and the last ono Sadie nuy Dougleson the 24th Day of July,1952,

I have found no other rccords perteining to his works however, he is known to most of you,__

and you know that hlB ﬁOt¢V1t108 ware cﬂwsie rables A% this time the old E;Sism.uf reeords

Va8 changed into *he presant day °ystem and it is cnuirely_pcssible_that the othey

-.‘_._-r-—_,‘,L e B - 2 5

reoords of h_s work while here ere includ d in sone lober bookse

I have mado no effort %o bring the history of the church from 1932 to the present

date for the mﬁjority of the grown people present nre as iamllinr, or more so, with the

recent history than I am, However, hurriedly, the pasters woregs Re.R.Crent,ExN.Harrison,

4
i; JoW.Earrell, Allen Calge,C.Asdoneg; OJL.linthavny, B.F.Doona, regent pembership in 1888

’-E.'S ‘?9.

Church History

Of the esrly msmbers of ths church and of the great graddparents of many of the present

members were the followings Of the two grantorst Ieill Regan left eleven children,

-

narelys William J., Jim, Dr. Jokn, Party Neill, Febeeca, Hilde, Margeret, Fotsy Span

Regan left the following

et
L

0lie Velens ggd-ﬂary'aias Regans  The other granior, B

g

ghildrens D.Cs, ¥illie Ropen Nelntyre; J.B. &nd Fevy Dogsn NMeInt:ro. Tha origirval
trustees, namely, Jamcs Barker, the fatker of Houmwy Lmrker vho w=s the father of the

Jim Barizer who later moved to lumbertons Tillinn He ¥ 11lig was the father of Johzn Hillis,

ono tize Shoriff of Robeson County, and Richard Willies vho were both brethem of the ol

Dre ¥Willis who iived ot MYayecoville Cressing on the Big Swampe Absolonm Dovid provebly

éied eerly f&rdtha records show that Colonsl Fegan raiced three Dovid boys who were

orphans end wh§ later went to Poxmse Z&chita ¥usselrh
v/ -

the father of Oscer and Claroncs Musselrhife. Caul leoreeor yas the father of Hilss ¥Mercor

who was the father of S.E-Hcrner,Sr.,Hﬁsh{Hbrccr, irse John Herriag, lrs. Heynes

Andrews, Lonzie Mercor and Mss Ellen Yfréar, o nere w1l setive in this church

during thoe lifstime of somo of the prescat momberse ilby Musselihite, probably fathor

of the Musselvhite clan shich later forasd Berker's Churche ¥e havo besn unable o ®ind

any trace of Ralph R.Parker and we do ot kno«-",hm b camo: of that farfly.

Soms of the intercsiing side lights and some of the flrsb in the hilstory of this
Icharch I om told that Katie Ice Proalwell, later Mrs. D.C.Regan, gave the first silver
communion service for the churche I am informed thak i'rs. Jasper Edge joinsd with hep
in:%he.task and helped furnish the ?irst silver comurion scrvice for the churche
Irene King,McXNeill, raised fha mangy for the first organ, %nd HiesBertha Froadwell

P the sister of Keltom Proadwell, yvas the first organiste I nm told that the first




Epworth Le's.gua (now }YF) was organised in 1917 end H.Y,King vas the firsh
presidont of that groups  Tjebt the present Kissionnry Socicty vas firsk

organized about 1930 and Dora Herring King wns tho first president of the
. ; R [ W 2
Iadies' Missionary Socichye Vs
This church hes node its contribution in professional men of our time,
2]
a.ving; furnmlted several pr oachers, dootors and lawyerse Soma of whom could be

mentionea 'briefly. S.E_.Laercer ﬁto ¥s pras:.ding elqer, who was tho rgther of S,E.Mercer;

Jr., vého vas a me“naer of cur conference urntil his uxﬁaim&ly deaths = Charles Hfzrcer, L

T ' one of the yaung ard up and coming membors of tho conferencee Dennis Kinlaw who vas
the son of Wa.da Hemphon Kinlew vhoze grandfather was a feithful member of this churchs
i J«R.Burns was also a member and at ono tirw his femily ws s.-',-:-_"nberé of this churche

Yhere vere several doclers some of whom are Dr. Durkan King, den tir: sts Dre.Richard
Smith, dontist, Doewit Regon, dentist, Charlis 1.*11 tes Regany Pharmacist, Dr.John

Regan, Dillon,S.C. ,'-E@E.D. There has heen at least tw lawyers who sre former

'

menbers of ‘i:his churcn, cne of wiom is the late ¥ede Hempbon Kinlew of Ivmberton

and the other Joha B,Rsgan of St.Pauls,M.C,

his church has & very inberesting Msbory, hos m2de a wondsrful cont b bution

£o, the snr;‘&.r&l 1ifé of this cormunmity &nd 'af Tobesan Couhiby snd this' geebion

&

of JNorth Carolizmm. In sddition To halng Mothir OF Hoethodism in this Immadialte coamisity

S T

i3ts influcnee has gore out into all of the eommnnities of the South and has boenfbltb

=2 MRt )

threcughoud ‘Lha Sou{:‘,. I do feel that this cms'i' s & scrious challenge vo the
'przsmnt nembers vhen we shop bto realice that comsday the psople will he studying
;)url History and :I wondsr how well our recerds vill ecempare with thoso of our
predecessorse A-t an;y-' rate we owe thuse vho Lrive worked co herd and dilig;ently‘.

. : }
through+/the years to make this shrine of religicus worship peossible; the dubly of

S R I L s T S B o i

dnl!‘lf’ our best Yo earry on ""m good work wilch fhe sy begane
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