A EISIURY OF PURNE METHODIST CHURCH

(By Bewe Kesh A, Odem, paster of the First Baptist Church, Dublin, N, C.,

and President of the Blpden County Historical Beociety.) -

lwg,_:puiiaa Hot&dht Church is one of the eldest Methedist churches
en the Upﬁr Caype Feer Vallgy. .‘Ihn exact ht-o that it vas erganized is not
known, The earliest mention ef the chmrch is foumd in THE JOURNAL ARD LETIVRS
OF FRANCIS ASBURY, Vel. II, 1794-1816, Frmncis Asbury was America'’s firast
Methodigt Bizhep. The home of the Hichardson family, "Harmony Hsll,” and the
home of the Purdie family, "Purdie FPlace;"” were always opem to this “apostle
of Methedism in America” and at these gracious homes he often stayed and rested
bis weary, sickened bedy., The entry in his Jo¥nal for Monday, Februsxy 7, 1603,
states: "™Wg had about twenty-two miles to meke to resch Purdy's Chapsle I presched
upen Titus 14, 11, 14. We lodged et Smmmel Richerdsom’s. I have hed a day end
night of tesmptiatien.”

It is the epiniem of this writer thet Puriie Methedist Church began o8 &
ohapel on the histeric Puriie plantation at some time around 1800. It was besm
es o meeting house by the Purdie frxily for the traveling preschers who come
threough. This writer belisves it was orce located near the old femily cemetery
on ths plantation. This is e historic cemetery and centains the graves of both
the Hichardsen and Purdie families #8 vwell as graves of pecple not cennected with
the families. At least twe early Methedist ministers are bduried in this sarly
burial groumds “Hev., Semuel K, Richardsom korm June 14, 1778, died Merch 1, 1851,"
and "Rev. Alex B, Smith died July 20, 1853, age 47 years." The disry of Klisabeth
Fllis Hobesen wetes that Miw. Roheson “..went to Prescher Simpson's wife's
funeral at Mre. Purdie's burial ground. She was # atranger smeng us but was
belowwed by those who kmn her beat.” This wes Octeber 7, 1861l. The esrliest
muznmmtﬁwgcmmcmwmmz. |

The entxy in W't Journal for Tuesday,; Februery 29, 1811, states ™e

pushed on te Ames Bichsxdsen's. sﬁl thenoe after dirmer 'b; Jemeo Purdvie. I




s
presched in the evening. 1 have been deeply afflicted with an influenzaj; but
God is with me, and supports me." Amos lichardson lived near old l_ilalen Court
House en the vwestern side of the Caps Fear Biver about half way h@hum present
day Dudblin end Klizabethtown, lie is duried in the Furdie Cemetery and his momment
Yeada: "Amos Richordson, Feq. died Farch 22md, 1812, Age 40 years." James Purdie
{8 also duried in the same cemetexry end his momament resds: "Jares 5., Pundie,
%orn Jan. 3lst 1767, died Fﬁ. 9th 1818."

The last visit thet Asdury made to the Purdies was on Thureday, Jomuarxy 21,
1813. lids entry notes that he hed "A bitter cold ride of thirty miles (which)
drought us t James Purdy’s. I have s high fever, and in greet pein.,”

The present house of worship vsed by Purdie Methodist Church was built st
some time Bofore 1845 end is the oldest house of worship ef the Methodist
denominstion {n Bladen County. The published histoxy of Trinity Methodist Church
in Elisabethtown states that the 0ld Trinity Church building on Breoed Street was
built in 1848, Other references document this date. The present building used
by Corver's Creek United Methodist Church was duilt in 1859 socording to their
recerded history.

The dete given for Furdie Fethodist Chureh duilding is given in a letter
dnted Merch 4, 1845, written Wy ¥r. Jelm P, Leonard of Fayetteville to Fr, Ssmuel
Hobeson who lived just adove Purdie Clurch, The letter resds as follows:

¥Exr, Semuel Foheson

Dr, $4r

Anexed you will gee a lotice that a Temperance
Lecture will be delivered at the Methodist Eseting Housge I know
not what it is called the one helew your house, will you be so0
good a8 to set up this rotice ' also give pudlicity of the sare.
I canot tell vho will adiress you but should nothing happen some
one from this Soclety will be there, probably myself, & 1
earneatly entreat you to concider on it your self, for the regard
I have for you & our long scquaintance I do earnmestly beseach you
te reflect; we are now both past the meredian of life and it is
evident neither of us csn be here much longer & I esrnestly invoke
the 2ll vise disposer of eventas to aid assist end kless you & yours.

John P, Leonard
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Set up the lotioce at the Methndist Clmirch the one lately duilt
near you end give such other notice as ysu think proper.”

Frs. Elissbeth Ellis Hobeson, vife of Mr, Semuel Robeson, often mentions
her sttendsnce at the Methodist Church though she held her membership at Beth
Car Preshyterisn Church s fev miles shove Purdie Church. We sre indebted o
her for neming the eerly preschers at Purdie Chureh. In har disxy she lists the
following ministerss Mr. MoCorquidale (1847-1848); Elder Tally (1850); Kr. Sizmons
(1850); Mr. Byers (1851); Mr. Hobinson (1851); Mr. 8t. Clair (1852); Mr. Martin
(1853); Kr. Adem (1853); Mr. Pepper (185493 Fr. MoDuffy (1855)s Mr. Jones (1856);
Kr. Mpshoney (1856); Mr. Jones (Mar. 16, 1856-Oct. 19, 1856, and Krs. Hobeson
potes: "It wves his 1lsst sermon at this plmce for this year."); Fr. MoDuffy (1856-
1857)3 ¥re Carrsway (1857)s Mr. Bobin (1857)3 Xr. Carrsway (Nov. 1857-June 1858)3
¥r. Bidbe (Jan, 30, 1859-Nov. 10, 1859, snd Krs. Bobeson motes on Jan. 30 of hr.
Bidvbe "It vas an exvellent discourse s it was his first at the church.)j kv,
MoCoradok (1853); Mr. Alexander Devis Betts (Jan. 15, 1860, axd Mrs. HBobeson notes,
"The new cirouit prescher, Mr. Betts preached.” - Sept. 4, 1860. (lev. Betts was
bomm on August 25, 18%2, in wvhat is now Hornett County. He graluzted from the
University of Forth Carolima at Chapel Fill en June 7, 1855, ard married Mary E.
Davis of Chapel Hill, om May 12, He joined the H. C. Conferemos at Greensdoro in
1856, le served us o Gbaplain of the 30th K. C, Troops. His diary has been
publiched. On Sept. 4, 1860, Frs, Rekessn notes in her diary: "Kr. Betts was
having 2 meeting at the clmiroh during the week. They had a love fesst at night
whioch ended the meeting.” She notem on Sov. 18, 1860s "Mr. Betts presched his
last sermon for the year.")s Mr. Simpson (Jan. 21, 1861, - Ogt. 7, 1861. ¥rs.
Rekeson notes that ber son "Fvsnder went to thhﬁdhtcmu hear the new
Circuit Freacher, Kr. Simpson.” Then on Oct. T, 1861, Mrs. Hobeson notes: "..vwent
to rescher Simpeon's vife's fumersl at Mrs. Purdie's durial ground."); Mr. Johnsten
(Jume 15, 1862 - Aug. 15, 1863)3 Dr. Perkins (1863-1864)s Mr, MoDoneld from
Geergia (1864)3 Mr. Culbreth (1864, Hras, Bobeson notes in her disry: “Oct. 16,
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1864. Sadbath. I went to echurch. »re. Culbreth's text was in Hevelation 1l4th
Chepter 13th verse. It was oousin Frudenoce Cain's funersl serwon prerched by
the request of her son, Jewes Coin."); Kr. K. A. Yotes (Jam. 1865 - Oct. 1865).
The names of the ministers from Oct. 1865 to 1883 are unknown,

In the oldest records of lurdie Church ve find the names of the following
pastors who have served the churoh keginnming in 1883, They were: J. B. Bailey
(1883-1884)3 Jo He Lumley (1864-1685)3 Daniel May (1885-1887); C. W. Swith (1887-
1889)5 J. R. Sawyer (1889-1890); H. J. Farker (1890-1891); V. H, Townsend (1891~
1894)3 Co We Starling (1894-1896); C. W, Smith (1896-1897); C. I. Snow (1897-1898)3;
Do As Futrell (1898-1899); Gee. T. Sizmons (1899); W. E. Brown (1903-1905); K. C.
Forneyduval (1905); W. C, Bverton (1905-1906)s D, A. Watkins (1906-1908); ¥, A.
Noklet (1908-1909); D, B, Parker (1909-1912)s G. H, Biggs (1912-1916)4 ». b.
Husble (1917-1919)3 H. L. Brown (1920); W. J. Underwood (1922}; H, E. Lance (1923);
Wo Jo Underwood (1928)3 N. P. Edens (1933-1935)3 C. w. Barbee (1939); and R. Z.
Newton (1944-1947). Other minmisters who heve served in recent years have been
MoD, McLemb, Mr. White, Mr. Weaver, Paul W, Boone, Chasrles Lancsster, W. Gregoxry,
Vance Lewis, snéd the present pastor, lev., Henry . Lee, who has been serving the
eharge for the pest f:l'vo Years,

The land where the present building is loosted was given to the Chuxrch Wy
Mre John W, Purdie. The deed wee not made out until 1877 and not recorded until
Mey 3, 1880,

The shurch has been Temodeled in recent yesrs hy the small ocongregetion sn?
sppears in essentially the sare way »s it did 130 yesrs ago. 7The buildiiy contsins
gelleries end the 0ld kerosene lemps that lighted the church before the day of
electricity still hang on the sides of the sanctusry walls. The congregation
has side¢hcdern conveniences such as heat and electricity. The old pews are
still being used and the tall stately windows are mdorned with ancient wooden
shutters. Ureat spiritusl contributions have Been pade to the community and Blgden

County through the almost 179 years of the church's existence.
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