


We wish to dedicate this book to our ancestors who saw the need to have
a place to worship God; and to all members who followed in their footsteps
to continue this heritage of worshiping God in all His Glory and Freedom.

This freedom to worship has passed from generation to generation and
continues to grow in strength and glory. With God's leading, He has shown
us the way and given us the light so that we might have a better life and a
better way to follow in His footsteps. His light will burn through eternity to
show us the way.

We must continue to carry this light for those who will follow Him.

Lucille Rains Pittman
Velma Elizabeth Holt

Printed by D&SPrinting and Publishing. Inc. • Selma. NC 27576 • 1992



i

Rev. John Milton Roberts (1975-1992)

Church Secretary
Janice Miller

Organist
Annie Louise Woodard

Sunday School Treasurer
Graham Holt

Church Treasurer
Kenneth Starling, Sr.



A (;ime (;0 Minister



•



I
II

UNITED

s:
m
-I
:t:o
C-en
-I

CHURCH

PROCLAIMING
Grace and Freedom



l

The Origins of Methodism
Methodism began as a movement within the Church of England during the Eigh-

teenth Century.i Among its founders were John Wesley (1703-91) and his brother
Charles Wesley (1707-88). John Wesley was born at Epworth. in Lincolnshire. and
was one of eighteen children. Charles Wesley is also known to posterity as an author
of hymns. some 6.000 of them. including "Hark! the Herald Angels Sing." "Christ.
Whose Glory Fills the Skies." "0 For a Thousand Tongues to Sing." "LoveDivine. All
Loves Excelling." and "Come. Thou Long-Expected Jesus."

John and Charles studied for the Anglican ministry at Christ Church College in
Oxford University. In 1729. Charles and some like-minded students started a "Holy
Club." which was led by John. who had been ordained a year earlier. At this club.
they prayed. read the Bible, shared in the Lord's Supper sacrament, and attended
church regularly. Members of the Holy Club resolved to conduct their lives and re-
ligious studies "by rule and method." At first, the term "methodist" was used as a
term of ridicule by others; later it was adopted as a badge of honor by the Wesleys
and their followers. To be a Methodist meant to love God. to read the Bible. to pray.
to show love to all people. and to try to do God's will at all times.

The influence of Methodism was to make religion a vital. personal experience
and to reveal its social responsibilities. During the eighteenth century. the Church
of England was in need of revitalization. Its geographical parishes dated back hun-
dreds of years to serve a largely rural population. As the Industrial Revolution pro-
gressed. the population moved to cities and large towns; many people. especially
the poor. were "unchurched."

In order to reach these masses of people. the early Methodists preached in
barns. houses. and open fields--wherever an audience could be reached. Societies
were formed. class meetings of converts were held. and lay preachers were trained
and given charges of "Circuits" of several congregations. This ministry involved a
great deal of travel. During his long life. John Wesley preached some 40.000 ser-
mons and traveled over 250.000 miles. mostly on horseback.

John and Charles Wesley visited America in 1735. as spiritual advisers to James
Oglethorpe's colony in Georgia; but they soon returned to England. The actual be-
ginnings of Methodism in America were in New York. after 1766. when Philip Em-
bury. a Wesleyan convert from Ireland. came to preach. Methodism was later to be-
come a dynamic force in American religion under the leadership of Francis Asbury
(1745-1816), who is often called the "Father of American Methodism."

In 1771. Asbury was sent by the Methodist Conference in London as a mission-
ary to America. By 1784. he was named one of two bishops in Baltimore. Md. In
1786. Bishop Asbury started the first Sunday School. He was a powerful preacher
and skilled at winning converts. Despite being tormented by ill-health. he person-
ally traveled over 5.000 miles a year. Under Asbury's leadership. the principle of
itinerancy. exemplified by John Wesley in England. developed into the Circuit
Rider System. which was especially well-adapted to the American frontier.

Circuit Riders were itinerant. or traveling preachers who typically served twenty
(to forty "appointments" on a "circuit." They traveled on horseback since the horse
was economical and well-suited to forest paths. Circuit Riders preached nearly
every day and twice on Sunday. typically completing their "circuits" about once a

rThe following account of the origins of Methodism is taken from The Columbia Encyclopedia. 2nd
edn .. New York. 1950 and The World Book Encyclopedia.



month. They often had to sleep outdoors under miserable conditions. Their
appointments were in pioneer cabins. schoolhouses. even taverns. The typical
Circuit Rider knew his message well and delivered it effectively. exemplifying it in
his own devout and self-sacrificing life.

It is interesting to note that Francis Asbury visited nearby Wayne County in
1786. Daniel Deans. a resident of Stoney Creek. had moved there from Virginia.
According to one account. Deans became very disturbed about religious matters:

"During one of these seasons of mental depression. he concluded to visit his
birthplace. and while there he attended a meeting of the Methodists. heard
the preaching. was taught the way of life more perfectly. and experienced
the forgiveness of his sins. When he returned home. on meeting his wife. he
brew his arms around her and exclaimed: '0 Elizabeth! I have seen a man in
Virginia. it is worth a lifetime of labor to see. If I had known how happy his
preaching could make me. I would have travelled the world over to find him.
He has promised to come and preach for us. and you shall hear him and be
happy.' Shortly after. the 'English preacher,' as he [Asbury] was called. came
into the neighborhood."

Salem United Methodist Church. in Goldsboro. dates its bicentennial from As-
bury's visit and credits Deans and others who heard the "English preacher" with
the introduction of Methodism into Wayne County.2

2From an article written by Col. W. S. G. Andrews and published in the North Carolina Advocate.
February. 1856. The article also appears in Annals of Southern Methodism. 1856. pp. 257-8 housed ~t
Duke University Library. See also bulletin notes prepared by Marvin Woodard for Salem United Methodist
Church. Goldsboro. North Carolina. entitled "Homecoming and Bicentennial Celebration. September 21.
1986."



Elizabeth Church
Johnston County
Elizabeth Church, located in a

shady grove six miles west of
Smithfield on the Cleveland School
Road, is believed to be the oldest
Methodist Church building in the
Goldsboro District.

Although the church was built in
1853, 'tTi~' hlstory"-oT Ellzaoeth
Chiirclt goes'oacJ(- even TtirtlJe'f.'ln"
18JlJ,'"\\'neri'Tentenat'Y'1.1eih-00iSi
Chulcn'5t "SiTIitnficla waslormeQas
a paiTof TheWa),nesbciroiignClrcurt.
r.lii.abetfj\\'a'~ '-ihTciYcuil-- camp
meeting gf6urm:-n Waswcatecron
latid hclOilgiiig to Willis H, Sanders,
Three vearv later, in 1842, a church
b'liifcf1i~i\\'as -erecteOanawc cnurCh
wasorriCianyCies18nated as Eilzabeth
ctilir~F~:.-Ac~r~.1.!!,g_to'ifieCiii\lrierly
conference records, the church was
na~~(i'ror Elizabeth Peters Sanders,
th~-s~cond wire of John TTemler
Sanders~-~vhci"was credIled as bemg
the fOI;ncter of tile-church, John Flet-
c1;IT sancie~ilielai1ier of Willis
H, Sanders. This first building burn-
ed and in 18Sr!iie present strliCttire
,\'a'slfUlH a!,lctll'as dedicated May 17,
18:-7.

--The church is a 30 x 50 frame
building of the plain style of church
architecture prevailing <1 hundred
years ago. It has the appearance out-
side or a t\;'(~~stOrl' buiHing'because
of ihe f;Tfery'~\'TtIcl;' ;'tcn(~ on three
---------_.---------------------

Our Historic Church
c. Franklin Grill

Historian, North Carolina Conference

Elizabeth Church. Johnston County

sides, believed to-be built for slaves,
Two-'n:rn.,.-uf-bmctTes are 10 The
balcony, indlcaTlOg rli-armere mtght
have been a considerable number of
slaves who worshm~q with _the
white me-moers.

Entrance to the church is made
through two doors on the front and
two of! the back, one of the back
doors opening to the balcony. In
keeping with the old style, the win-
dows have green outside shutters.
Between the front doors is the
original pulpit stand still in use. The
original benches of heart pine are
also still used. Some of them are
built around the posts that hold up
the bakony, In 1956. an educational
annex was constructed but it was not

joined to the old church in order to
preserve the original architecture.
The present white-painted

building, which seats around a hun-
dred persons not including the
balcony seats, looks practically as it
did back in the 1850·s.

Always a rural church, Elizabeth
has never had a large membership.
Currently, there are about 50
members. The oldest active member
is Mrs. Gladys Sanders Roberson
who is a direct descendant of John
Fletcher Sanders, founder of the
church. Many of the present
members are descendants of men
and women who figured in the early
development of the church. The pre-
sent minister is B.R.' McCullen.



Early Tent Meeting

Barrett's Chapel
Where Asbury and Coke met in 1784 and decided to call the Christmas
Conference.

Uniting Conference, Kansas City, 1939
Left to right: Bishop James Straughn, Bishop Edwin
Holt Hughes, and Bishop John M. Moore.
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Historic Whitaker's
Chapel, Enfield

by R. Hardee Rives

W~4aker's Cha~cI, near Enfield in
Halifax CountijnIie Q~~hTn
North Carolina and one of only a few
in !he na tiOlL1o_hal'e ..h(;.~!.L~tesignatea
a "Shrine of United Methodism" by
the General Conference; in 1970, the
Chaj?clbecame tklifteentb official
shrine of the Methodist faith. in
America. Whitaker's Chapel dates
f~40 when If was establlsned as
a chapel lor worship for the Church
of Engfand, then the state churcb..Qf
the _Colony of Noi1h~ua. In
1776, when the Church of EnglaiiO
waSCitSsolvt'"d 111 tTleArnerican col-
oniCS,tfiel:::hapel became a7illiated
witIlthe MetTioiliSrreform movement
whicll~rlnto the area from Ierence of the former Methodist PJ"..o·
Tic\ewater"Vir . IS op FranCis test~nt Church in Amerigl. The An-
Asbur)' noted, In his now- amous n Conference met at t hapel
JOURNAL, three ddferent ViSitSto again in ISJO, 183-3, 1 4~
the Cha~ He preadled to seventy in 1849. rhe Methodist Protestants
soul.0here on February 21, 1786; he '~f1dependent, strong-willed peo-
sp - there on Saturday and SuriCla'y;---ple who did not approve of the
January 17-18, 1789, an reco : unrestricted powers of the bishops and
"Preached at Whitakm Chaper, presiding elders in the Methodist
where we had a profitable time; I Episcopal Church.
found God had been working, and In 1m,J.he Methodist Protestant
that many souls had been awakened." Church united with the ethoiIm
He spoke at the Chapel on March 2, Episco[l.<l_.._~ d the MethOdist
1804, and ordained three men, in- Episcopal Church, South, to form the
eluding the Reverend Henry Bradford, Meth.QQts.t:tliUiih;the &1ethodisilTrO-
as deacons. tesiants were the first oTthe uniting
The l.82Os...wE5.S.~e of tbeolQgi- deno~inations to endorse [eUPlonand

cal Ji~sension 30d.reyolt Members of thei~_.great contribution to today's
the Roa~.ok":.~ Societ.Y.ol~lilTT!t United MethcxlIst Church was n-
at Whitaker's Chapel to discuss their cept of avmg one layman for each
grieva.!!~_fg.!!~out~k minister"Iila1MeveIs of church
of democracy in Methodist church gczemmenu.;
government. This$_d..Jn ..l1ece.iDDer, The.Jllf.sent structure dates from
182~to~1ssembling.at...the_C1Ijpel 185.0..an9~.-!.he
'of what became the first annual con- site. Many of the outside timbers are

11I111
Whitaker's Chapel, near Enfield

thoughl.J.0 have b~n used in thUe-
cmid structli're which was built in the
eaiIfllineteenth centur~ The liglwng
fixtures and organ date trom 1880. In
1983, the Chapel was given an Award
of Merit by the NC Chapter of the
Victorian Society in America.
Whitaker's Chapel ceased to exist as

an or~ congregation aboUf1946;
it was reopened 111 DeceriilJef,l964
and mper services are held there on
the thircr~ afternoons of1\llai-"cn;
Se~Oer'ana1Jecember ~nd tn~m1-
nual HornecoiTiiilg1son thetli1raSUIl-
d!i:YOrJune. A state filsfOiiCaT marker
on the hlgt1way in front of the Chapel
notes the unique history of the church
and a large bronze marker, on a brick
foundation, outside the vestibule win-
dow, has the names of the delegates
who attended the 1828 conference.
A large number of people, repre-

senting churches from across the NC
Conference, have visited the Chapel
during this Bicentennial Year.



ROBERT STRAWBRIDGE

Built in 1764 on Sam's
Creek in Frederick County,
Maryland, the
STRAWBRIDGE LOG
MEETINGHOUSE was the :
first Methodist church in
America. In 1780 the log
house was replaced by a stone
chapel.

May 24,
1738 After leaving his missionary work in America, John Wesley

felt deep spiritual dejection upon his return to England. It
was only at the urging of Peter Bohler that Wesley continued
to preach. Bohler's advice was to "preach faith until you
have it, then because you have it you will preach it."
Following this advice, Wesley's ministry was once again
successful and on May 24, 1738, he recorded in his journal
perhaps his most famous words:

In the evening 1went very unwillingly to a society in
Aldersgate Street, where ne was reading Luther's preface
to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine,
while he was describing the change which God works in
the heart through faith in Christ, I felt m;- heart strangely
uiarmed. I felt that I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for
salvation, and an assurance was given me, that he had
taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the
law of sin and death.

JOHN WESLEY'S
ALDERSGATE EXPERIENCE



Early Settlers Of The Boon Hill Area

This is a brief history of the early settlers that settled in the area around Boon
Hill. It was later known as Princeton and located in Johnston County. North Car-
olina.

Joseph Boon. Sr. and his family were the earliest settlers. In 1739. Joseph
Boon. Sr. received a land grant from the King of England for a parcel of land on the
north side of the Neuse River. near Richardson's River Road Bridge. He and his
brother. Ratcliff. settled in that area. Joseph Sr. and his son Joseph Jr. began to buy
additional land grants and other adjacent land close by. Some of this land was
nearer to Boon Hill than his original land grant.

Joseph Boon III inherited a large tract of land near Princeton from his grandfa-
ther. Joseph Sr. Moccasin Creek ran through this property. Joseph III built a dam
across the creek. followed by a grist mill and a bridge with livery stables close by.
The Raleigh stage coach passed this route on its way to Goldsboro and. on return. it
passed through Princeton and Smithfield and back to Raleigh. By 1812. Joseph
Boon III had died and the Holt family acquired the property. The name was
changed to Holt's Pond as we know it today.

Settlers had begun moving into the Boon Hill area soon after the Boon family
settled. People could buy their land grants from the King of England's representa-
tive. who was now living in the North Carolina colony. Some of these grants were
made in Craven County since Johnston was part of Craven County until it was
formed in 1746. Wayne County was a part of Johnston and some of the grants listed
here could have been located in that county since Wayne County was not separated
from Johnston until 1779.

Some of these grants were issued for property along the Neuse River since the
bottom lands were very fertile and the river provided an outlet for marketing
goods. Other grants were issued to the settlers for: Moccasin Creek (swamp). both
sides of Little River. Bawdy Swamp. and Beaverdam Swamp.

By 1784. many people had settled all around in Johnston County and how many
were living in Boon Hill at this time. we do not know from this list of names. Some
of these names are family names in Princeton today. Were they your ancestors? The
names of the early settlers are listed below:

Richard Atkinson
John Ballard
Henry Bulls
Benjamine Crawford
Alford Lodewick
William Capps
John Edwards
Arthur Gurley
John Gurley
John Lawhorn
Gibson Martin
John Oliver
Arthur Pierce
John Pierce
Robert Raiford
John Morris
James Stallings
Henry Rains
John Stevens

William Talton
William Tolar
John Whitley
Richard Warren
Joseph Boon. Jr.
John Gurley
William Capps
Joseph Boon. Sr.
Philip Raiford
Elizabeth Lynch
Rachel Bulls
Ann Rains
William Talton. Sr.
John Oliver. Sr.
J ohn Woodall
James Holt
Needham Whitley
Oliver Rains
William Davis

Jacob Edwards
Ralph Massey
William Hill
Joseph Edwards
James Peedin
William Edwards
Etheldred Holt
Joseph Ingram
Josh ua Creech
John Davis



The major event that opened the way for Boon Hill to become a town was the
opening of the North Carolina Railroad in 1854. The train began its journey in
Charlotte and passed through Boon Hill on its way to Goldsboro and again on its re-
turn to Charlotte. This provided a new way for area settlers to move produce to
market. purchase supplies for home needs. and return home the same day.

Until the railroad came through Boon Hill in 1854. the only means of getting
agriculture products to market was by wagon or boat. The County Court was re-
sponsible for keeping the rivers open for navigation and for the upkeep of the
roads. Often the rivers and roads were impossible to travel due to weather condi-
tions.

The town of Princeton was first incorporated in 1861 as "Boon Hill" to honor
the name of the area's first settlers. The name was changed to Princeton in Febru-
ary. 1873. by an act of the North Carolina General Assembly. The township still
bears the name "BoonHill."

Mr. Maurice S. Toler. an archivist (from N.C. State University in Raleigh. N.C.
and a native of Princeton). wrote an article entitled "AShort History of the Town of
Princeton." It was published in the August Harvest Edition in 1973. In this article
he stated: "In 1860. there were a dozen residents engaged in non-agricultural pur-
suits living in Boon Hill--5 merchants. 3 carpenters. 2 shoemakers. 1 doctor. and 1
school teacher. Adjacent to Boon Hill there were several gristmills. cotton gins.
sawmills. and turpentine extraction operations."
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Boon Hill Methodist Church (Princeton) Built in 1855
This picture was drawn and given to be used in this church history

by Mr. David Pearce of Princeton, NC.

A History of
Princeton United Methodist Church

History tells us that the first settlers who came to America brought their Bibles
with them. Some would gather around the table for devotion. followed by a prayer
of thanksgiving for their blessings. Sometimes. a family and friends would meet in
homes for devotion. By 1784. there were Methodist churches in America. By 1839.
Smithfield. North Carolina. had built the first Methodist Episcopal Church in John-
ston County.

One old register began with the first Quarterly Conference held on May 9. 1840.
The churches were listed as: Smithfield. Waynesboro. Elizabeth (which was the cir-
cuit camp meeting ground). Providence. Bentonville. Salem. Ebenezer. and
Everittsville. Their meetings were held at different churches during the year with
each meeting called a Quarterly Meeting Conference. It was at the Quarterly Meet-
ing on August 4. 1849. that the Smithfield and Waynesboro Circuit was divided.

In 1855. the second Methodist Episcopal Church. South in Johnston County was
built in Boon Hill. by a group of people in the area who felt the need for spiritual
guidance and the need for a church. We have found no Information as to where
these people gathered to hold their meetings before the first church was built. No
records have been found to give us a clue.

The church was organized as a part of the Methodist Episcopal Church. South.
The church was built on land given by Mr. Wiley Hastings. Hastings. Kedar Whitley.
and two brothers. Jesse and Joseph (Joe) S. Holt were the founders of the church.
The original building. containing a balcony for the use of the blacks of the area.
served the church until 1904. At that time. the present sanctuary was constructed.



The earliest Boon Hill-Princeton church records have been lost. The Charter for
the 1855 Methodist Church has also been lost. In researching other local church
records, we found "The Complete Church Register oj the Methodist Church Book
jor Smithjield and Waynesborough Circuit oj North Carolina 1839-1886." This book
includes the Quarterly Conference Records of several churches. It contains only the
notes from the Quarterly Conference meeting of the churches. Boon Hill Church
was included. All information written about Boon Hill-Princeton Methodist Church
from 1855-1899 has been taken from that book.

At the first Quarterly Conference Meeting held for the Smithfield Circuit on
February 28, 1855, Boon Hill Church was mentioned for the first time. Boon Hill
gave $8.00 to help support the Quarterly Conference Meeting. On May IS, 1858,
Smithfield Quarterly Conference was held in Boon Hill. Boon Hill was one of eleven
churches on the Smithfield charge, which included newly established churches at
Zion, Richardson, Buck Horn, Earpsboro, Smithfield, Salem, Ebenezer, Live Oak,
Bentonville and Elizabeth.

About that time, parents and ministers became excited and concerned over the
spiritual growth of their children. As a result, each church actively sought more li-
brary books and Bibles for parents and their children to read.

The spiritual awakening movement in Johnston County in 1860 caused the
churches to grow in attendance and membership which resulted in a scarcity of
ministers. The ministers were overjoyed to have someone apply for a license to
preach or to have a license renewed.

In 1861, the question arose about collecting money for missionary work. It was
decided that each church would take an offering and designate whether it be for
home missions or foreign missions.

The growth of Methodism in Johnston County in 1863, was documented by hav-
ing each church record their deed in the Church Conference Minutes. The follow-
ing churches that were recorded in this book were as follows: Smithfield, Boon
Hill, Zion, Selma. Antioch. Clayton. Sander~ Schoolhouse and Smith's Chapel.

The Waynesborough-Smithfield Conference Book showed the only Methodist
Parsonage in the county was known as the Parsonage for the Smithfield Circuit of
the North Carolina Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. South and was
located in Smithfield. North Carolina. Since this parsonage served Boon Hill
Church. a deed has been included with our other deeds.

It has been mentioned earlier that the charter and other records from Boon Hill
Methodist Church were lost and some were lost from our local church records. We
did find the 1863 Conference Minutes of the Smithfield-Waynesborough Circuit
Book and Boon Hill's Conference Records were in this book. The records were
from 1840-1886. This book had been kept in Smithfield Centenary Methodist
Church in Smithfield. North Carolina and another copy was found in Saint Paul's
Methodist Church in Goldsboro, North Carolina. All records of churches that were
on this circuit during the years 1839-1886 can be found in this book.

We have a copy of our church deed. The original deed is found in the Johnston
County Register of Deeds Office in Smithfield, North Carolina. It is found in Book A-
3. page 87.

Following the Civil War. many churches had financial and social problems due to
low attendance. Many churches were closed at times. In 1865. Johnston County
had Sabbath Schools in full operation. These schools were suspended because hos-
tile Union troops passed through the county. Bentonville Church was ransacked and
burned while other churches were ransacked and damaged.



William T. Edwards
William Willoughbee
George Whitley
Dupree Howell
John Shuler
Josephine Wiggs
Elizabeth Whitley
Martha Worley
Warren Cordept
Warrick D. Shuler. Sr.
Charlotte Wilkins

Vanburen Smith
Marice A. Whitley
J ames Burros
John Smith
Daniel Whitley
Alix Worley
Sarah Edwards
Mary E. Shuler
John R. Davis
Robert Whitley
Dianna Holt
Thomas A. Shuler

Interesting evidence of the local presence of Yankee soldiers was provided by
the following message scribbled by a Union officer in the Smithfield Methodist
Church Sabbath School record book and dated April 12. 1865:

"The members of this Church must still worship God and pray that the
war will soon come to a close. And let this war be a lesson for you.
never take up arms again against the best government in the world.
The country for which our forefathers fought for and now you are
fighting to tear it down. I am sore to see damage to your Church and
books misused. but you must look over it. you must bear in mind that
there is some Reetlus (Ruthless?) men in the Army that don't care
anything for themselves or anybody else."

From the minutes of the Fourth Quarterly Conference held in Clayton on
September 30. 1866. the condition of the Smithfield Circuit showed some im-
provement. Some churches have been revived and plans have been made to estab-
lish five Sabbath Schools in the county. At this same meeting. the minutes show the
churches that were listed and under each church were the names of new members
in each of the six designated churches.

Under Boon Hill Church the following were received:

In 1868. the "serious" issue of dancing had arisen in the Methodist churches
and had come before the presiding elder of this Circuit. The pastor of the Smith-
field Circuit gave his opinion that "dancing was a worldly amusement and was a
violation of the Discipline Book of the Methodist Episcopal Church. South."
Elizabeth Morgan was expelled from the Boon Hill Church. not for dancing. but for
"walking unladylike."

At a Quarterly Conference meeting on October 7. 1870. in Smithfield. two men
from the Methodist Church in Boon Hill asked to have their names removed from
the Church Roll. They were Thomas G. Hinnant and Civil R. Kennedy. At the same
time. a survey of the membership of all the churches on the Smithfield Circuit in-
cluded 409 white people and 5 black Methodist members. The Smithfield Circuit
was in the Raleigh District of the Methodist Church Conference on March 11.
1876. Princeton was on the Smithfield Circuit at that time.

At the same meeting in 1873, Mr. I. T. Finleyson of Boon Hill was given his li-
cense to preach. This enabled our minister to preach in one of our churches while
he preached in another. He could also visit the sick and fulfill other ministerial du-
ties.

On August 19. 1876. the following people joined the Princeton Methodist
Church: Crom Hansley. Wyatt A. Hinton. and Elizabeth Holt. Appie V. Hale had her
name removed from the Princeton Church roll without a letter. Betty Poole had
died and her ~ame was to be removed from the church membership roll.



On November 23. 1878. the Princeton and Clayton churches were in dire need
of repair. It was discussed and decided at the Quarterly Meeting for these two
churches to have the repairs made. It was also reported that the parsonage in
Smithfield was in need of repair. They decided that it should be the responsibility
of each church to assume the financial responsibility of the parsonage since it be-
longed to all the churches on the Circuit. A committee from each church was ap-
pointed to solicit contributions and Mr. I. T. Finleyson was appointed Chairman for
Princeton Methodist Church.

The Sunday Schools did not meet during the winter of 1878-79 due to a variety
of circumstances: weather conditions. lack of adequate transportation and heat in
the building. Five Sunday Schools in the Smithfield district began operating again
in the spring.

By 1879. the Princeton Methodist Episcopal Church. South. was growing in
membership and attendance. On March 8. 1879. the Quarterly Conference for the
Smithfield Circuit. Raleigh District. North Carolina Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. South. was held in the Princeton church. From the minutes of
this Quarterly Meeting. Mr. George T. Whitleywas elected a church trustee and Mr.
J. T. Whitley w,as elected Sunday School Superintendent for Princeton. Mr. D. T.
Whitley. a member of Princeton Methodist Church. was licensed to preach.

In November. 1879. it was reported at the Quarterly Conference Meeting of the
Smithfield Circuit that there were: 560 white Methodist church members. 3 black
members. 3 local preachers. 2 infants baptized. 104 adults baptized. 7 Sunday
Schools. 42 officers and teachers. and 312 scholars (students). There were 300 li-
brary books valued at $80.00 located in the .Smtthfteld Circuit. There were eight
churches valued at a total of $5.000.00. There was one parsonage valued at
$700.00.

The Quarterly Conference on March 20. 1880. was held at Elizabeth Church.
The Board of Stewards reported that an earlier meeting had been held on January
5. 1880. at the Smithfield parsonage. At that meeting it was decided that the
preacher in charge would be paid $800 a year and the junior preacher was to be
paid $250 a year. Each church was assigned to pay the followingamount: Smithfield
$265. Sanders Schoolhouse $50. Princeton $200. Elizabeth $150. Selma $85. An-
tioch $75. Clayton $100. Elevation $50. Zion $20. Adams $20 and Smith's Chapel
$100. This represented a total of $1.115 for the conference ministers' salaries.

Later. in June. 1880. at the Quarterly Conference meeting held at Smith's
Chapel. a question arose regarding membership. It was also reported that there
were a number of young ladies that were still walking in a disorderly manner. It was
decided that this matter must be corrected or a cause for discipline may have to be
administered to them. It was reported that weekly prayer meeting groups were
being held in Smithfield. Selma and Princeton. This is the first time weekly prayer
meetings had been held.

On October 29. 1881. a written report on the general state of the Church was
given by the preacher in charge. He reported that during the period that Brother
David T. Whitley. a local minister holding his membership at Princeton Church. had
died. A notice of his death was published in the Raleigh Christian Advocate. A sym-
pathy message from the Princeton Methodist Church was sent to David Whitley's
widow and another to his mother. Kedar B. Whitley. who had been a faithful offtcial
of the Church at Princeton for many years. had also died. His notice of his death
was sent to the Raleigh Christian Advocate and was recorded in the Church Quar-
terly Conference records. A sympathy card was sent to his widow by the Confer-
ence. Haywood McKinny was removed from the Princeton Church Roll by
certificate.



Dr. L. C. Kirkman made a motion that this Conference send a request to the
bishop to divide the Smithfield Circuit and add Elizabeth and Clayton Churches to
the Hannah Creek Mission. The motion was adopted at the fourth Quarterly Confer-
ence. 1881.

The first Quarterly Conference in March. 1884. was held in Selma. A new
preacher. Rev. B. B. Culbreth. was assigned to Smithfield Circuit. Rev. Culbreth was
promoting the organization of Sunday Schools in each church of the Smithfield Cir-
cuit of the Raleigh District.

An article published in The Smithfield Herald on December 3. 1885. reported
that a Sunday School Society was organized in Johnston County at Smithfield. The
meeting began on Saturday and ended on Sunday. Rev. Culbreth was in charge of
the meeting. Mr. Elliot from Baltimore. Maryland. was their speaker on this occa-
sion. At this meeting. it was decided to have a Christmas party celebration for the
children in the churches in the Smithfield Circuit. This was the first time a
Christmas party was ever held for the children.

At the Quarterly Conference held in Princeton on July 3. 1886. Mr. David McK-
innie was elected a trustee for the Princeton Methodist Episcopal Church. South.
He filled the vacancy caused by the death of Willie Hastings. This was the first time
delegates were named to represent the Smithfield Circuit Conference. The District
Conference was held in Henderson. N.C. on the fourth Sunday in July. 1886.

At the third Quarterly Conference. September 15. 1886. it was reported that
Penninah Hastings. wife of Willie Hastings. had died.

A Sunday School book dated 1895 has been found in our church. This book and
other records were well-written and concise. Some pages from the book are in-
cluded on the following pages.
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The following names were listed as members of the Princeton Methodist
Church in 1889. that were recorded in the Kenly Register. This register included
the names of the churches and the members when they were on the Kenly Circuit.
These names were given by the Kenly Methodist Historian.

(Members of the Princeton Methodist Church in 1889)
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(Members of the Princeton Xethodist Church in 1889.)
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(Members of the Methodist Church of Princeton in 1889.)
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1900

By the Twentieth Century. the Princeton Methodist Episcopal Church. South
had many trials and hardships. The church has grown in membership and strength
in spite of its pitfalls.

In 1900. our church had no Epworth League. but there were three weekly Bible
Classes with good attendance. There was a Ladies Aid Society that was doing excel-
lent work. The ladies helped the pastor with his duties by visiting the sick and
helping people in need and sent money to foreign missions.

In that same year. there was a spiritual awakening of the congregation. The
members also realized that the church building needed repairs and that the mem-
bership had outgrown the capacity of the building. It was pointed out at an Official
Board Meeting that something needed to be done about the architectural structure
and also to increase the seating capacity of the sanctuary.

At the 1903 Quarterly Conference meeting. the following churches were pre-
sent: Princeton. Smithfield. Selma. Sanders Chapel, Smith's Chapel. and a new
chapel at the Cotton Mill in Smithfield. It was at this meeting that an important re-
port was given regarding the condition of all the church buildings on this circuit.
There were things that needed to be repaired before insurance payments were due.
The report stated that all but one of the churches were in good condition. The style
and architecture of most of the buildings were modern. The seating capacity met
the needs of the congregations in all but the church in Princeton. The Princeton
Church membership had outgrown its building which was obsolete. It was impera-
tive that this church be replaced as soon as possible using the same architectural
structure as the other churches. but increasing its size to meet comparable seating
capacities as the other churches in the area.

The original building was built in 1855 and served the church until 1904. when
it was sold and moved. Mr. Patrick H. Joyner who was nicknamed "Mr. Buck
Joyner" bought the original church building. It was moved directly behind the
Joyners' home on Edwards Street. Mr. Joyner allowed the relocated building to be
used as an additional space for the community's public school. The first. second.
and third grades were taught in this building. The Lois Braswell house was also
used at this time for additional public school rooms. By 1923. Princeton's new
brick school building was opened with the capacity to hold all of its pupils. Extra
rooms were also included for later growth. This public school building is still
meeting our educational needs today.

By the fall of 1904. the new church building was completed. It was built on the
same site as the original building. It was then that the present sanctuary was con-
structed. The new building consisted of a single large room. which was used for all
worship services as well as for Sunday School classes. Classes were separated from
each other by only two or three benches: and scholars had to pay close attention to
their teachers because of the noise. The benches had hard straight-backed wooden
seats. Clear glass windows were on both sides of the sanctuary as the stained
windows are today. There were two windows in the pulpit where the present choir
loft doors are today.



Princeton Methodist Episcopal Church, South
in 1904



In the summer. all the windows were opened to help cool the congregation and
the preacher. Hand fans were the only other way to keep cool at this period of
time.

In the winter. the church was warmed by two pot-bellied wood stoves. One stove
was located in the left rear corner behind the pews. The other stove was up front
on the right-hand side. Church services were held on a designated Sunday with
fewer interruptions since now there were better means of heating our church. At
times churches were closed completely due to harsh winter weather.

The church bell rang for reasons other than to announce Sunday School and the
worship hour. When a death occurred in the community. the bell would toll. The
number of rings would designate the age of the deceased person. The bell also rang
to spread the news of fires and emergencies in the community.

In 1904. Smithfield Methodist Episcopal Church. South. became a separate
charge with its own full-time minister. Selma. Princeton. Smith's Chapel. and
Sanders Chapel remained on the same charge. which became the Princeton charge.

On June 2. 1904. the first Children's Day was observed. This was the first time
that a special day was set aside to honor our youth. Education Day was another spe-
cial event observed in June by the Methodist Church.

The names of people who attended Sunday School at the Princeton Methodist
Episcopal Church. South. in 1906 were listed in their classes as the following:
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The 1908 session of our Conference was held in Durham. N.C. At that session.
Princeton and Smith's Chapel were added to the Selma Circuit. The name was also
changed to the Selma-Princeton Circuit. There were three flourishing Sunday
Schools on the circuit. each having an enrollment larger than the church member-
ship. Rev. W. H. Puckett. minister of the Princeton Methodist Church. thought that
this circuit was making significant progress. in both the material and spiritual
sense.

On January 31. 1916. a new circuit of the Raleigh District was organized. It was
called the Johnston County Circuit of the Raleigh District. At this meeting. the idea
of extending the church ministry to other surrounding areas was discussed. In the
northern section of the county. three sites were selected as preaching places:
Atkinson's Mill. Poplar Springs Schoolhouse. and Glendale Schoolhouse. In the
Southeastern section were Carter's Schoolhouse. Stevens Chapel. and Bentonville.
One of the first efforts of the Johnston County Circuit was to contact the churches
in the county and to enlist the working forces in the churches which were already
organized. Future works included a vigorous campaign to increase membership.
Other churches included in the Johnston Circuit were Clayton. Smithfield. Prince-
ton. Micro. Sanders Chapel. Batten's Cross Road. Zion. Pine Level. and Selma.

In the winter of 1917-18. an epidemic of influenza broke out in our community
and in other surrounding areas; many people died. As a result. churches had very
poor attendance. Social gatherings and other meetings were canceled. Our com-
munity survived through prayers and by neighbors helping each other through this
crisis.

In December. 19 18. the Princeton Circuit Charge of the Raleigh District was or-
ganized at the Goldsboro Conference. It consisted of the following six point charge
churches: Princeton. Ebenezer. Zion. Fellowship. Smith's Chapel. and Stevens
Chapel.

The January. 1919. North Carolina Quarterly Conference of the Princeton
Circuit Charge was held at Princeton. The main purpose of this meeting was to
elect a Board of Trustees to oversee the building of a parsonage. The following men
were elected: W. E. Smith. W. T. Hinton. R. O. Smith. Dempsey Daughtry. W. G.
Rowe. Thomas Wellons. and George F. Woodard. Mr. J. R. Ledbetter. a Trustee of
the Princeton Church. was instructed to acquire property on which to build a
parsonage. A lot adjacent to the Princeton Church property was purchased from
Edith J. Woodard on November 14. 1919. The size of the lot was one quarter acre.

The second Quarterly Conference was held at Ebenezer on March 22. 1919. The
churches on the Princeton Circuit Charge were Ebenezer. Stevens Chapel. Fellow-
ship. and Princeton. There were only three Sunday Schools held on this charge.
Princeton had three Wesley Bible Classes and a Ladies Aid Society and had also or-
ganized a teacher training class. Lumber for the construction of the parsonage was
being cut by a local sawmill. The actual work on the parsonage had begun under
the leadership of Rev. J. G. Johnson in July. 1919.
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Princeton Methodist Church

and the First Parsonage
The fourth Quarterly Conference was held at Fellowship on October 25. 1919.

Trustees of the parsonage were instructed to apply to the Board of Church Exten-
sion for a donation for building the new parsonage in Princeton. A motion was made
and passed to petition the Duke fund for five hundred dollars. The deed to the
parsonage is recorded by the Johnston County Register of Deeds in Book 66. page
59.

By early 1920. there were four active Sunday Schools in the Princeton Charge:
Fellowship. Ebenezer. Stevens Chapel. and Princeton. The third Quarterly Confer-
ence met at Fellowship on September 26. 1920. Rev. J. C. Wooten (Presiding El-
der) reported that the Ladies Aid Society was busy helping with the new parsonage.
The parsonage was occupied by Princeton's new preacher. Rev. W. G. Farrar. and
his family on October 28. 1920. Rev. Farrar began constructing a garage on the west
side of the parsonage at the rear of the parsonage lot.

At this time. there were six church buildings and only five active churches on
the Princeton Charge--Ebenezer. Micro. Fellowship. Stevens. and Princeton--with a
total membership of 316 members. The financial report was as follows:

Presiding Elder was paid $70.00
Preacher In charge was paid $700.00
District work was paid $5.00
Conferencework was paid $150.00
General work was paid $64.00
Mairltenance for Church and Parsonage $1.629.50
Incidental expenses paid $40.00
Insurance Premium was paid $32.00
(on a $3.000.00 policy)
Supplies for Sunday School $117.00

h



Amount needed and not reported $201.00
Grand Total for the year 1921was $3.116.00

The amount assessed to each church on the Princeton Charge to support the
preacher was as follows: Princeton. $400.00; Ebenezer. $150.00; Micro. $150.00;
Fellowship. $100.00. and Stevens Chapel. $75.00

The above figures gave an idea of the amount of money needed to promote
Christian service in the six churches on the Princeton Charge. The six church
buildings and the one parsonage on our Charge were valued at $4.000.00. There
was also an indebtedness on the parsonage of $1.200.00 as of January 8. 1921.

The Ladies Aid Society of Princeton was active in helping to retire the debts on
the parsonage. It also served to keep the ladies in touch with each other. They
erected a cool drink stand and a place which was used for other fund-raising pro-
jects. Every Saturday home-made ice cream was sold. In 1921. the Ladies Aid Soci-
ety in Princeton paid $100.00 on the parsonage debt and provided furnishings for
one room in the parsonage. They also had the parsonage painted. Their plans in-
cluded painting the church in Princeton. The Ladies Aid Society met once a month.
Not only was this Ladies Aid Society active in home service but it was also active in
providing clothing for orphans. From the reports of our ministries. this Society was
busy assisting the minister by visiting the sick and helping the needy.

By February 11. 1922. the value of the six church buildings had increased to
$13.550 and the one parsonage had increased to $4.000. which still included an
indebtedness of $1.020 on the parsonage. The insurance policy on the six church
buildings and one parsonage on the Princeton Charge was increased from $3.000
to $4.500.

The general state of the six churches on the Princeton Charge was good at the
end of the year 1922. There were three mid-week prayer services conducted on
the charge. There were five active Sunday Schools: Princeton. Ebenezer. Fellow-
ship. Stevens Chapel. and Zion. b new Sunday School was being organized at
Smith's Chapel with an enrollment of 75 or more. The resurrection of Smith's
Chapel was considered a major triumph.

Mr. William Rowe and his neighbor, Mr. Burden Radford. were both living in the
Rains Cross Roads area. Both men were members of Methodist churches. Mr. Rowe
attended Old Zion and Mr. Radford attended Princeton. Both men had to travel by
horse and buggy four miles to attend church services. They both realized their
horses needed to rest as much as possible on each Sunday because they worked the
other six days of the week. The men realized that others in their neighborhood had
the same problem. Mr. Rowe and Mr. Radford came up with the idea of building a
new Methodist church nearby so they would not have to travel so far and their
horses could rest longer. Rev. Jim G. Johnson was the minister at Zion and Prince-
ton Churches. Rev. Johnson. 1\1r. Rowe, and Mr. Radford spent many hours dis-
cussing the possibilities. Undoubu-dly. they brought others into the discussion to
see how they felt about the id..: They found that other families were interested.
They soon obtained permission lrum the Carter School to meet in that building one
Sunday each month. A new clrurtl: was born. Tile Carter School was used for only a
few months. Mr. Burden Radto rd donated property adjoining the Carter School
property; and Mr. Will Rowe Il;ld logs taken to the mill to be cut and made into
lumber. The church construcuon was under the guidance of Rev. Jim G. Johnson.
Mr. Rowe. Mr. Radford. and other members helped with the work. Rev. Jim G.
Johnson named the new church "Fellowship Church," and in 1917 the first
Fellowship Methodist Church building was completed.

Old Zion Church on the Princeton Charge was closed when the new church was
organized at Fellowship. Old Zion Church gave some of its members to Princeton



Church. Fellowship Church. some to Pine Level Church. and the rest to a new
church being formed. the Micro Methodist Episcopal Church. South. The Micro
Church was completed and dedicated on August 6. 1922. Rev. Jim Johnson still
served Princeton. Micro. and Fellowship Churches on the Princeton Charge.

The first time a Vacation Bible School was mentioned in our church records was
in 1926. It was a four-week program. Instructions were given in Bible drills. learn-
ing Bible verses. and Bible songs. Civil loyalty and various acts and forms of training
were taught.

The three Sunday Schools of the Princeton Charge--Princeton. Fellowship. and
Stevens Chapel+were doing well. The children in Sunday School showed more in-
terest and enjoyed their classes. Attendance for the worship hour on Sunday
morning had improved. The above report was given by Rev. G. B. Perry at the Quar-
terly Conference of the Princeton Charge of the Raleigh District in 1926.

The Quarterly Conference was held at Fellowship. September 24. 1927. for the
Princeton Charge. Rev. G. B. Perry reported that there had been two revivals
preached. one at Fellowship and one at Princeton. There were no visible results but
there were lasting. good spiritual results accomplished. The Bright Jewels Society
organized in Princeton Methodist for its children was well attended and very
promising. The Princeton Church parents were encouraged by the attendance of 20
Bright Jewel members.

Each church on the Princeton Charge had a church membership register. A
separate register was kept for the membership of the entire Princeton Charge. The
membership roll was revised for each church and for the first time the records
were well- kept. /

The cause of education began receiving more attention from the people of the
Princeton community. The High School at Princeton had a successful 1927-28 year.
Eighteen seniors graduated from high school; but all of them were not members of
our Methodist Church. "The Cause of Education" was laid upon the hearts of the
people. Of the eighteen that graduated. Rev. G. B. Perry stated in his Pastor's Re-
port that none of them were called by the Holy Spirit to preach the Gospel.

On the second Sunday in June. 1928. the Princeton Methodist Church observed
Children's Day. The morning church service was filled with excited boys and girls
from both Methodist and Baptist Churches who sat on the front pews waiting to
stand in front of the congregation to perform. Some would sing and some would
recite a Bible verse or a poem that they had learned in Sunday School. It was not
unusual for the Baptist children to participate on this special day since the
Methodist children attended the Baptist Sunday School on Sunday afternoons.
Many proud parents came to see the children stand up to perform. There was even
a note of excitement in the air when the minister began his sermon. The service
was just a little shorter that day due to the children's anticipation of getting outside
to receive the praises and hugs that they would get for their performance.

The Epworth League (M.Y.F.) was organized the fall of 1928 to devote more time
to the children. Rev. J. D. Stott installed the members and officers at a regular
church service. Their regular meetings were attended by most of the eighteen
young members. They held two night services for the minister. This League spon-
sored two entertainment programs to raise money to help Rev. Stott purchase a
mimeograph machine.

That winter, the young people in our church gave an interesting missionary play.
Mr. Allen K. Manchester. a missionary from our district. gave a talk before the per-
formance. He was visiting our community while on vacation from his missionary
work in Brazil.

(~--------------



The Quarterly Conference met in Princeton on September 22. 1929. It was re-
ported that the Princeton Church needed a new roof because the old one was be-
ginning to leak.

Layman's Day was observed on August 4. 1929, at the Princeton Methodist
Church. All churches on the charge met in a joint meeting to observe the occasion.
It was an all day service. Mr. M. P. Young was elected the layman's leader for the
program. Mr. A. M. Noble was elected assistant leader.

At the December, 1929, Quarterly Conference meeting held at Princeton, Rev. J.
D. Stott reported that some progress had been made regarding the new roof. Shin-
gles had been ordered and work was to begin soon. He also reported that a letter
would be sent to each member in the charge to encourage donations. These funds
were to be used to pay half of the Conference debt before the District Conference
meeting in May.

The roof on our church was completed early in 1930 at a cost of $332. All of the
debt had been paid except $10 for labor. The Ladies Aid Society had paid $50 for
furnishings for the parsonage and $10 of the $20 repair bill on the parsonage.

Sunday School membership continued to increase. The sanctuary could no
longer hold the Sunday School members. In 1931, five rooms were added to the
church for education purposes. The present day choir loft was added at this time.
The choir had been located on the left side of the sanctuary. The doors in the choir
loft replaced the windows. The pulpit was extended out toward the congregation.

Prior to 1932, the church had no definite, systematic budget system. Our pas-
tor, Rev. C. A. Turner, steered the church members to begin using tithing en-
velopes. The envelope system helped to simplify the church financial records. The
funds were used to pay the church debt and the pastor's salary. All the churches on
the charge began using the envelope system soon afterward.

The third Sunday, in July, 1932, was set aside for the Methodist Sunday
School's picnic at Pullen Park in Raleigh. All the children were to meet at the
church at 2:00 p.m. Mr. Conrad Parker drove his truck so all the children could
ride together in the back. Parents rode together in cars and took food and picnic
items. The children sang songs, waved at people passing in their cars. and had fun
as most children in a crowd could do.

At the park. children could rent a bathing suit for 15 cents; and for 10 cents,
they could go into the pool, swim and splash and spatter as long as they wanted to.
If a person could swim, he could go beyond the ropes: if not. he stayed inside the
roped-in area. All too soon, the lifeguard's whistle blew for everyone to come out
and dress for the picnic supper.

As soon as the picnic was over and the picnic area cleaned. it was time to return
home. As the group left for the truck ride back home. everyone was quiet and tired.

Some Baptist children also went along but their parents didn't go. As we arrived
at the church. 1\1r. Parker received ;1 lot of hugs and kisses from the children for
letting them ride in his truck. Everyone left the church with a full tummy and a
happy heart as they returned to their homes. The following month. the Methodist
children enjoyed the Baptist picnic at Crescent Lake (later known as \Voodland
Lake) located near Goldsboro. N. C. These picnics continued through the 1930s
and early 1940s.

Smith's Chapel was included on Princeton Charge from time to time after it was
organized. In 1933, Smith's Chapel was disbanded and the church building was
sold for one hundred dollars. A suggestion was made that the money be used on the
Princeton parsonage.



A special meeting was called in February. 1934. It was necessary to decide how
to finance the repairs needed on the Princeton Charge Parsonage. The trustees also
wanted to payoff the indebtedness of the building fund. At the March. 1934 Quar-
terly Conference. a resolution was adopted that the Board' of Trustees of the Par-
sonage be authorized and empowered to borrow money or accept a conditional do-
nation. Funds were not to exceed $300 for the purpose of improvements on the
parsonage. To secure the repayments of the loan. a mortgage on the church prop-
erty was to be held in trust. The members were informed that the application to
the General Board of Church Extension for aid in paying for the improvements on
the parsonage had resulted in a gift of $100 but the loan of $200 had been refused.
A note on the parsonage for $378 was finally paid in September. 1935.

There were three churches on the Princeton Charge in 1935: Princeton. Fel-
lowship. and Stevens Chapel. The value of these churches was: Princeton $4.000.
Fellowship $1.000. and Stevens Chapel $1,000. The value of the parsonage was
$2.000. The insurance on the three churches and one parsonage was $4.500.

Plans were adopted by the stewards of the Princeton Charge for financing the
work of the church for the conference year of 1936. A budget was made including
an Every Member Canvas using the Envelope System. Prior to this pledge system.
members contributed to the church finances without any set method of accounting
for each member's pledge. With this pledge system. the church members were able
to plan the church budget more accurately.

In the 1930's and 1940's. the church members showed their Christian love for
their preacher and his family by using the "Pounding Method." They donated home
grown vegetables. fruits. beef, pork. chicken, flour. canned goods. and sugar. This
pounding system was used because the church members could not pay the pastor's
salary. It was also the custom to "pound" a new preacher and his family when they
moved to the community to serve the new church.

As previously stated. Old Zion Methodist Church building was closed in 1917.
when Fellowship was organized. In 1935. a committee from Fellowship and
Princeton Methodist Churches was appointed to make some kind of disposing of
the Old Zion Building. In 1936. the building was sold for $200. There was no
church record regarding what was done with this money.

Another church building on the Princeton Charge was to be sold. On November
8, 1936, a committee was appointed to dispose of the Stevens Methodist Church
property. The church building was sold for $55 and the money was to be used on
the Princeton Parsonage.

A resolution was adopted that the Recording Steward be instructed to collect
deeds on the Princeton Church property and to place them in the Citizens Bank
vault. in Micro. North Carolina. for safe-keeping.

Around 1937. Fellowship Church purchased Carter Schoolhouse and the land for
S500. An additional $500 was required to remodel it. The financing had already
been arranged and members worked hard to have it completed in time for the
conference. The old wooden church built in 1917 was dismantled and the
congregation moved into their new home.

In 1938. the church budget committee met and made plans to raise money for
the church budget. The plan was called the Unified Budget Plan. The budget was
set and stewards worked faithfully to secure a pledge from each member. A special
effort was made to collect the church's obligation to the conference on a regular
basis. rather than wait until the last minute to collect the entire amount. The fi-
nancial system slowly began to work since the members felt a keen responsibility
to pay their pledges on time.



The Woman's Missionary Society in 1938 took an active part in supporting both
projects. home and foreign missions. In the same year. the young people of the
Epworth League gave a Christmas Eve Program. The next morning they sang
Christmas carols through the streets in Princeton. This celebration was the first
time such a program was recorded in our church records.

It has been the custom in our church to recognize Mother's Day and Father's Day
in a special service. The oldest parent. the youngest parent. and the parent who
has a child to travel the farthest to worship with his parent are recognized. In some
years all mothers and fathers received a small love gift. In May. 1938. the Woman's
Missionary Society had a money making project in honor and in memory of moth-
ers whose names were embroidered on a quilt which was auctioned. The quilt was
displayed in the sanctuary on Mother's Day. A special bulletin was made for this oc-
casion listing the names of those who remembered their mothers. Below is the May
1. 1938 bulletin:
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I\fr.o. I\f1'l'II,' Edward" A,,·"rh. hI' 1,,·1' d:lllrrht('r (;,.l1ce
,\Ir~. ,\ ,;"r('\\, nrrll"·r. h~; hpt· ,,0,; Hllrl1i('('
~Ir~. Lnrun Il:rhrr, l-v hr-r d:llWlrl('.- Mrs. f:ilhrrt Ro wc
~'r". I\In,,:a"'" Il"~ni. h~' lu-r ""11 I.r~li(' n,,~r d
I\lrs . .I. S. Ha rnr-«, ClavI .••n , N. C .• h" h\' r d""r!ht.<.'r Zrldn Hnrnf'!I
~Irs. T. \Y. B••••t h, hv I;,.·r son Rnl""·n",,l.h
lItrs. Hnll'h lI"otl r, ,,~, h •.•. ~,'" ."'h""i,, Booth lIond
~Ir~. H. I.. 11",,",,". h~' /"'1' "on Dnvid
!'tho.. I."is II. n,.,..!\ w "11, hy hr- r r-h il.l rr-u Rul h n nd r:hnrl~s
~Ir,.,. II"II~' S. ilo,!''', hy hr- r ":II,~hl",· 1\"',,":1 l 'r-n rl
!\Ir~. H. J.. (·ox. ,,~. Ir" r ""ul:ht".- il,'" i" }i"II\' ('ox
nI r n. I\f,"lh" \\'. ,·"·,,,·h. "itl" 1."\'('1, N. C.. hv hr-r so n A. Ill. Crrr~h
Mrs . .1"/111 I';. ('t·" •.r-h , S",ilh(i,·1". N. (~ .. hy . hr ••. d:\\It~ht.(' r 1\".,.. 1\1 S.

Tnl"r
illt~. I\lilton ('onl~. [rv h•.r '-"" Ch:rrlef;
~1,,:. ( '. ('. l rn vis. l\l·'I!Il!';t.n. (;n., h~' h" r d,"'glrl!'r 1111-". Lo is IJ. nrn!"

,,:,,11
I\lrs . .I. ('. IIi""I. I,,· / j r ' .- d: ••'ght. •.•. I\f,.". T. It. H••~,,,rr
~Ir,'. ,\"" II:"'I!hlr.;·. hI' lu-r ""n /"Io~'" '''''Whl.-y
11/,,,. It. T. II,,,i,·. (;"I,f',hor". N. r : .• I,,· Iu-r """ ~l" •.vi" l ln vis
~I r s. V~tr" II ••,.,,· 1I:"·i,,. h.l' /"' r son:: fil'lW'·. T"IllIllY nnd (;prrl""
~It·s .. 1. 11. ,",I"'"td,'. ,,~. ''''1' •.hil" •.('" .Iohll I\lill"" :1t,,1 I..1WY
~lt". ,\, ,.J,i" I':,h, "nl',. ,,~.h,·,- ,'hild,-,'" \VavI'rly an" I\Iy •.t.l~
1\1",. I\hry H,,\'(,I F,h,~ •.•I", hy I••.•. """" .,. T. :",,1 Hay



~Ir". W. I;. Fn r m rr, \\,ils"lI. N. C.• hy hor Soil (;. II. Fntmnr
~Irs. ,\.I:lIi:\ )0'1111('11. hv 111'1' .!rllwht",. Adnl in F. \Villinll1!1
~lr!". Cfllrt Fil7J~('f"I,I.· ~'icn •. N. (' .• hy hr-r chi"1 r"n Sh·lI. Ilr-nr y,

Fl'flllh. ('", "Iill" nn-] CI:"'k
lIIr s. A,!II"" ~Ins~,')' Fit7.I~('rrd(1. ,,~. IH'r dnll~ht,.,·s J\lnri •• nnr] Ann"
Mrq. (;. T. ,\. (;:.ill"". (),'wy Ho~,., (;n., hy hr-r d:-tll~hl"r MrR. Chmlio

" 11('11
J\\r". (;,.ol'!!1' (;nnh,,·r. Shuwsvillr- Vn., hy hr-r rlnug htcr Mary Ruth

(:nnlll""
1\1r s. C. 1,. (;HI·II'~·. b~. 11I'r "nllS 1::11'111'1'1' nllll C:-td
I\lr". (;In,ly" 1."",: {;"r"'l. ,,~' hr-r "Oil Bnhhy·
J\lr". Ca. I (;rnnlhnlll, hv lu-r snll r:lI"'rt.
I\lr". N. (;. (;f!l,Ir. flit, i.:"". N. C.. hy I",,· d:I1whl('r Mrs. C. H. Gurl('y
~It". (;. w. (;iIIialll. (111,-("''''. N. C.. h~' hr-r dnlll:hlpr Mrs. L. Jl. Gl'I\n-

t.hn Ill •. l r,
Mr". ~~,,"jl'IIjlll ••II. hv hr-r "Oil To III III V

I\lts. " •••a Hinto". J,y' 111'1'•.hild,.·" 1\1:,;,,1 •.• 1\1:11,.,,111I nml "I1'ton
1\1,<;. A,I,Ii •. \\nd(')' II"It. hy III" d:llIt!hl('l Hllth W"dry

.Mrs. Anna "lira Howell, by he,' son Raymond G. Howell
!\in:. C. G. llnlt, by her children, Ruth Arline, Graham and Velma
Mn;. N. c:. Holt, by her baby Betsy Felix
All's •. Mattie Holt. Newport News, Va., by her daughter Mrs. Raiford

Oliver
Mrs. Cornelia Holt, by her children Julia, Martitia, Edgar, Thel ami

Bevtie Sue
Mrs. Lou E. Howell, by her daughter Lila Stuckey
Mrs. Kizzie Howell, by her daughter Mr8. Maggie Booth
Mrs. Ceasar Howell, oy her children Mrs. G. F. Brown and A. D.

Howell
1\1n;;.J. Q. Hardy by her daughter Genieve Hardy
Mrs. Thomas Hood, Smithfield, N. C., by her daughter Mrs. Eula

Hood :)tevew;
Mrs. H. A. Hinnant, Kenly, N. C., by her son Charles Hinnant
Mrs. A. F. Holt, Jr., by her daughter ISaJ'Rh Ethlyn
Mrs. Bertie A. Holt, by her daughter Myrtle Hare
1\1rs. D. F. Ingram, by her sun Molton Ingram
I\Irs. 1\1. A. Jackson, Dunn, N. C., by her son Dr. M. V. Jackson
Mrs. W. A. Jones, Mount Olive, N. C., by her son Clement Byrd
Mrs. W. R. James, Bethel, N. C., by her daughter Annie James
Mrs. Emma King, by her daughter Christine
Mrs. EUa Lynch, by her daughter MIS. Herbert Sasser
Ml's. W. P. Lerlnum, Philadelphia, Pa., by her daughter Mrs. M. V.

Jackson
illl'''. Agnes Lee, by her SOil S. S. Lee
Mrs. J. I\'~.Leary, by her son J. H. Leary
I\lrs. Salhe Massey, by her children Mrs. W. A. Edwards and W. J.

Maasey
:'; r s, Adam hla!':scy. by her son Milton
Mrs. W. J. Ma!;sey, by her children Agnes and Bill
lHr:;; . .;. L iHas:;;e:i, by her children Louise, Molton and Bessie
Mr s. A. L. Massey, by her daughtor Chi is tine
:ir' .. !. T. lI:'aU,c .•.vs, Smithfield. N. C., by her son Thomas E. 1\1atll( \.
,:'r':. ILl'·man .1\1assing ill, by her ba hy Edwa I'd
,.. ~ ,j?,J.~ .:'I1:lI'til', hy her son Daniel Mn rt in
;c.u, : '. ;;. !\Jitchell. bv her son Darius Mitchell
n.~,.'!'.', !!O"'31'd Oliver, Pine Level, N. C., by her daughter Cln r.i

'jlivcr
;'-:!''';. R V, U:h·~I·.bv her SOIl~ AJI.'L'lt anti l:aifol'(l
·,lr.·. H. A. Oliver. h~' her son R. A.
;'in ... 1. M. Ormond, lnnhum, N. C. I>~'hr-r SOI1, Rev . .T. KUIl U'·'llun.i
:·,;r'. (;1'1 Ormund. h;: her son J"SSf' Li-e,.trs• j<;mma Pea'!'e. by her dauz h. er Lis s io
r";·~~·,.C. t;. Pc~)L:.'. hy it' r :..•0;);0: II: Ill'·' aIr l ('11:1.11 . .';.
;,1r .. C. ;~. Parlier. iiigh Point N. c.. by her son C. H. Parker
:;li "" H:~i;ic Lo"; l'".dn~r. by ill'I' ellil·i,,; Thnddues. Joyce Hn<l Linda
:lin.;. I'i"i("', S\;lithfic!(:, N. f.~., by hI'" d uu-htcr IIariett Pierce
~lr~. II'. lH. P:ulg-(ottf', ~)y hCI' so n /;1'11":': I';ld.~"cttc
i,!r,', FI<'yd C. Pr ir». Pin« Level, j\. C. 1>;: her children Floyd J,.,

F'rancis and Blake:
'·;r:'. T. R, l1!,s,.•.,~·,bv he ::nl1 T. R. 1(r r , ('1 .Jr.
"1',. Sarah Rovcll, I~l!nly. N. C .. bv h--r d:1u~ht('rs Mary and Ruth
P,:,·.,. ('. H. R(l;>hu,.", Williamston, 1"" c.. by her SOil Russell Roebuck
~;'r". Gilht'\·( Rowe, by J,C!' d:lt1;.!·l!l('1" 1;:~I,.·'lP(,1I
'if". Et hcl Hains, by her son= Vir nil.! i'dl
r·il~. F'annc Rains, by her (l:-lIWJ::.',· .j('~~i('

;'irs. T. W. Sutton .Mount Olive. 1\. C .. by her daughter Mrs. :\1. T.
Hinton

i'll'S. D. L. Sherrin. Rocky Mount. N, C.. bv her son P. !\1. Sherrill



N ;~. E'''II Hood St,:\,(,!\~. Smithfield. N. C., by her ROll Ralph
1\1n;. Louise SUIr:~. by her children Annie Louise, Bill Joe, Raymond,

Francis and Nancy
jI'!rs. PPIlr! 1'1111'1' Stephenson, by her baby Joyce Anne
1\11'8.John K. Sanders, Smithfield, N. C., by her daughter Mrs. W. J.

Massey, Jr.
Mrs. Nettie Stuckey, by her son Harvey Stuckey
Mrs. Smithy Smith, by her son Luby Smith
Mrs. J. P. Smith. Dunn N. C.• by her daughter Glendon Smith
Mrs. W. J. Thompson. by her daughter Mrs. tSimon Fail
Mrs. B. H. Watson. by her son H. M. Watson
Mrs. Celie Frances Williamson, by her son Carl Williamson
Mrs. A. K. Worley. by her daughter, Com Lee.
Mrs. Bathanr Wells, by her 1'011 A. A. 'Veils
Mrs. Rena Whit.e, Pine Level, N. C., by her daughter. Mrs. Chas. Hin-

nant
Mrs. W. T. Whitley, by her children, Ray, Melvin, Clarence and Hat-

tie Lois
Mr8 Dock Woodard, by her daug-hter Mrs. Walter Games
..Mrs. J. R. Woodard, by her daughter Elizabeth
Mrll. W. H. WesthrooJt, Pine Level, N. C., by her daughters Mrs. A.

M. Creech
l\Jrl>. Rosa V. Wiv:~!O. by her son Rifton Wiggs
1\II·s.Sallle C. Wi~f!s. by her son Elton Wiggs
Mrs. E. ll. WO(ltf'n. LaGrange, N. ;C.by her son E. B. Wooten Jr.
;~ir".F'lossie Wells, Greensboro, N. C., by her daughter Harriett Eliza-bpth
Mrs. M. P. Young. by her baby Jean
Mrs. Minnie Brown Young, by her SOlI Elwood Young



This bulletin is a copy of the front and back of the first bulletin
printed for the church.

'nns HULLh'TJN .\lADE POSSJHL~ iH lilt; rULLUIVIN~ rHl.bi~Uti:

R. A. Pearce O. L. Boyette
Sell YOIU'Tobacco With

GOLD LEAF WAREHOUSE
SMITHFIELD, NORTH CAROLINA

F. L. Skinner J. H. Moore

SMITHFIELD FLORAL GARDENS
Funeral Deeirns - Cnt Flowers - Floral Work of Every Description

Mrs. G. F. BroW'll,Agent PRINCETON, NORTH CAROLINA

C. R.GURLEY
PRINCETON, N. C.

Groceries - Meata - Sea Foods
Fruita - Vegetables

L. D. MITCHELL
Hesvy and Fancy Groceries
Fresh and Smoked l\Ieata

PHONE 31

A. F. HOLT & SONS
Merchanta

Fertillzers - Cotton Bnyers
PRINCETON, N•. C.

D~ R. PEELE DRUG STORE
Prescription Druggists

We Deliver
DAY PHONE ID - NIGHT 21

CAROLINA CLEANERS
Joe Stephenson, Prop.

Quality - Price - Service
PRINCETOH. N. C.

GURLEY BROTHERS
GENERAL MERCHANTS

John Deere Farm Implements
G. M. C. Feeds

Gulf Service Station & Garage
Gu - 011 - Greaaing - W.oahing
;, Dependable 'Auto ~••;.":!iric.g .

c, 0: Peels - P'lONE 1 - S. S. Lee----------~~..~:~.----------
SMITHF!ELJ" MULE CO.
. Mules - Bor_ - Cows .'
."gents for Nissen Wagoua
; SMITHFIELD, N. ~

Before Buying Chenolet Cars
and Mules ...;. See
J. E. WILSor

S&11'.•...iFIW ~'. N. ·C.
";-.'

I W. JESSE STANLEY
Chrysler - Plymouth
Internatioll.1 Trucks
~ITHFIF.LD, N. C.

WOO~~I~~~~~i~~~. Sho~ r SMI:~~;;~edB~~!,~!JHC?E
VuicanJzJng 'nre:;' and 'i~ . In Our Buai_ •
~ ReebarriDr, ,",sturlea "~'!'. Phone. 293·W - SlIITHFIELD. N.-C.

;, . ":.;~;----=-..~"" ' ~:.. -.~ . . . •
UNDERWOOD. .FUNERAL HOM~ -: PliliE LEVEL OIL MILL ·CO.

Gold~ Rule~rnce 41 :f.an . ;~. All Kinds ~ Good Fertilizer.
Unaon Banal Assodatlon ~.t~.·;. .... .

Phone 182 - SMITHFIELD, N. ~,; ..;;::;:.;".:,PI~~.LEVEL. N. C.. '" .. . .~.....~.. ,...... '.' ':....•. :"::'

-:, JOHNSON LAUNDRY 'J';~~':?~~SMITHFIELD SUPPLY CO•
•1.:1), aoli.,Dry CleanerS ..• t~i Smlth·Do.:;;J••• FertiUz••.•J

~ SHni1.~LD. N. C. . Feed - Seed - G~n_al SuppUea1 c. M. JohlUlOll.01rller ~.' C•.H.lIASSEi' MaUler

~

~~iJ.ili:"Nii:lf.<i'iiJ.:~'il:J..~<rti"{"J/hY..t·'l."'i."i..til.·J;1
B , .
ijh ....- v3 PRINCETON CHARGE •I i!Jlbt4011istiEpigropttl C!!4urri1.~out4 II PRINCETON - FELLOWSHIP - MICRO I
i .~. ~.~~~* •• ~~~~•• - - -• 1~1~1'~I~l'A'f~I~I~I~~I~~I~1 I I I I I I I I I•.•...................•••••••• 'Y' ••••••••••••••••••• __

"The Lord is in His Itoly temple, let all the
earth keep silence bejore Him."

HAB.\KIWK 2:20

REV. ]. W. BRADLEY

Pastor

Princeton, N. C.

•

"I was glad when tltey said unto me,
Let us go into tlte house of the Lord."

Ps. 122·1

WELCOME TO ALL OUR SERVICES



PRINCETON METHODIST CHURCH
MORNING WORSHIP

MARCH 12. 1938

The following bulletin is the first bulletin ever printed for our church.

Instrumental Prelude
Call to Worship
Hymn No. 376
The Apostle's Creed
Prayer (Lord's Prayer--Response by choir)
Anthem
Responsive Reading Page 528
Gloria Patrta
Second Lesson Matt. 5:1-12
Offertory
Anthem
Hymn No. 384
Sermon Hungering for Righteousness
Prayer
Hymn No. 387
Benediction
Doxology

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Young People's Meeting this evening at 6:45
The regular meeting of the Board of Stewards will meet with Mrs.

Thomas Arthur next Thursday evening at 7:30 ,
The Ladies Auxiliary will meet in regular session Monday

afternoon in the church at three o'clock
Next Sunday. March 19. the three churches of the town are putting

a jomt church census. We meet in the Methodist church at 1:30
for instructions. Please remain at home until after the team
passes.

OUR REVISED SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
At Fellowship: First Sunday morning and night and fifth Sunday

morning.
At Princeton: Second and Fourth Sunday morning and night.
At Micro: Third Sunday morning and night.

BOARD OF STEWARDS FOR CURRENT YEAR
Dr. B. L. Aycock. Chairman: C. H. Parker. W. A. Hinton. A. M.

Creech. Mrs. Thomas Arthur. Mrs. Louise Sugg: Mrs. D. D.
Braswell. Sec. to Board: Miss Leona Holt. Church Treasurer.

This is our first effort on the bulletin. Please overlook errors and
patronize our benefactors.

W. G. Rowe. J. L. Boyette. C. H. Parker and Mrs. Thomas Arthur
have been elected delegates to the District Conference. Clayton
April 30.



In April. 1939. the Kansas City meeting of the Commission on International Re-
lations and Church Union of the Methodist Episcopal Church. South. voted to unite
the different factions of the Methodist Church.

In November. 1939. the North Carolina Conference of the United Methodist
Episcopal Church. South. was held at the Hay St. Methodist Episcopal Church in
Fayetteville. North Carolina. The facts were presented thus: Bishop W. W. Peele read
a portion of the declaration of the union of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and the Methodist Protestant Church, as found in
the Book of Discipline of 1939. From the 1939 Discipline of the Methodist Church,
our church name was changed to the Princeton Methodist Church. (Taken from the
103rd Annual Session of the North Carolina Conference held in Fayetteville,
November 8-12, 1939.) This union of these three major branches of American
Methodism was united as one United Church - The Methodist Church - at Kansas
City, Missouri, May 10, 1939.

In the early 1940's our Sunday School, Epworth League, the Woman's Missionary
Society were working well and church attendance was good and slowly growing.
Rev. J. W. Bradley has returned for another year and expressed his gratitude by
saying "this year would be the best of his four years" (1938-1942).

During the early 1940's folded doors were added to one of the classrooms to
make another Sunday School room for the young married couples. The church and
the parsonage on the outside have recently been repaired and painted.

The Princeton Church, Micro Church, and Fellowship Church were still on the
three point charge in the Church District in 1941 and '42.

The Woman's Missionary Society, purchased a desk lamp for the pulpit and a
communion set. The W.M.S. paid for replastering and painting inside the church.,

In 1943, each Sunday morning, the rnfrnster called the children to the front of
the sanctuary to sit in the right-hand front seats while he told them a Bible story or
taught them a sermonette. They returned to their seats to sit with their parents af-
ter this part of the worship hour. This was the first time a part of the worship hour
had been devoted to the children.

Rev. W. J. Watson was taken sick and resigned during his appointment in 1946
and was deceased soon after his resignation. Rev.Watson was replaced by Rev.W. K.
Bouknight in 1946 to complete Rev. Watson's conference year. In December, 1946,
Rev.J. E. Sponenberg was appointed to the church.

At a church meeting in 1946. the gradual growth in Sunday School attendance
and church membership was discussed. Members recognized the need for more
classroom space and for some changes in the sanctuary. The five classrooms added
in 1931 could no longer meet the church's needs. More classrooms were needed.
It was decided at this time to plan for the present and the future needs.

The time had come to take the big step of modernizing the entire church. Plans
were drawn and accepted. The work began soon under the leadership of the build-
ing contractor. our minister, and members of the church. The church was com-
pleted at a cost of $20.000.00. Interior improvements were not completed at this
time.



The 1946 Fall Revival was held at the Princeton Baptist -Church. We thank them
for sharing their church with us since our church was under construction. At the
end of the revival. five new members joined our church by the "profession of faith"
and one by transfer.

The financial condition of the church at this time was good. It was reported that
all bills had been paid in full before the conference meeting. In Rev. J. E. Spon-
snberg's report to Conference he made the following remark: "For all things that
have been accomplished in 1947. we give the Heavenly Father the Praise."

At the beginning of 1947. the Woman's Society of Christian Service (W.S.C.S.)
and a member of our congregation. made plans to buy and to install an electric
organ for the church. The organ was connected to an intercom system which could
be heard throughout the town. On mild. clear days. one could hear it a mile from
town. The intercom played recorded hymns in the late afternoons for the
enjoyment of the people. It was also used for making announcements such as fires.
deaths. emergencies. and special events. On Sunday mornings. hymns were played
before Sundav School.

Refurrnshing and decorating continued inside the church. Gifts from members
and friends of the church included two transoms. a Baptismal font. a picture of
Christ. the Pulpit Scarf and Bookmark. two brass candlesticks. stained glass
windows and a lighted cross. New carpet was installed and new light flxtures were
added at this time also.

Around the end of 1947. the Raleigh District Superintendent. Rev. H. B. Porter,
visited the Princeton Church. He was pleased with the progress of the building
program. He reminded the members that they "... should not fail to thank our
Heavenly Father for His help and guidance as we serve Him through our church and
daily lives." As for the completion of the church the stained memorial windows
were not ready until late spring 1948 or summer. The congregation resumed the
regular activities.

In September. 1948. the W.S.C.S. of the Southern Zone of the Raleigh District
met with the Charge of the Princeton Methodist Church. One hundred and sixty
members attended this meeting.

The Friendly Bible Class presented an electric lighted bulletin board to be used
ou tside the church in 1948.

By October 9. 1949. the refurbished church was at last ready for dedication ser-
vice. The stained glass windows had been installed and the congregation was ready
for this special day. One of the former pastors. the Rev. W. R. Bouknight. Jr..
preached the service. Another guest was Dr. B. G. Childs from Duke University. He
also spoke briefly. October 9. 1949. was a great day for the dedication of the
completion of the building program. Following the service, members spread a
picnic lunch underneath the oak trees. The former pastors. former members.
friends. and neighbors were invited to eat lunch to renew friendships.

On the next two pages the Dedication Church Bulletin is shown.



SPECIAL GIFTS

All windows are memorial windows and were given by fami-
lies and loved ones in honor of the following:

P. H. and Mary Joyner

Ma rvin P . Young

William T. and Hattie E. Whitley

Miss Leona Holt

Edgar Alexander Holt

Clifton G. Holt

Wyatt T. and Dora Williarnson Hinton

W. J. and Millie E. Massey

The two Transoms in the auditorium were given by NIr. and
Mrs. M. V. Rains and Mrs. 1\1. V. Jackson.

The Electric Organ was given by the W. S. C. S. and Mr.
N. C. Holt.

The Bulletin Board was given by the Friendly Bible Class.

The Picture was given in honor of Mrs. W. J. Watson by
Circle No.2 of the W. S. C. S.

The Candlesticks were given in honor of Mrs. Annie Massey
by her daughter, Mrs. Louise Sugg.

The Pulpit Scarf and Bookmark were given ill memory of A.
F. Holt, Sr. by his grand-daughter, Miss Betsy Holt.

The Baptismal Font Stand was given in honor and memory
of Hattie E. and William T. Whitley by their son, George
Whitley. .

The Cross was given in honor of Millie E. Massey by her
. daughter, Mrs. H. M. Fitzgerald.

Trustees: N. C. Holt; J. W. Massey; M. V. Rains.

Building Committee: N. C. Holt; H. M. Fitzgerald; B. L.
Aycock; C. H. Parker; Miss Leona Holt; R. G. Gurley; M. V.
Rams: Bradley Hinton.

Scores of members and friends of the chuch have contriubted
generously of their time and means to the construction of this
building and to, all. of.Jhese we express our sincere appreciation.
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"
"Whosoever thou I1rC tl.a! cntct ct li this church, leave it not

without one prayer to Gild for thyself, one for him who minis-

ters, and one for those who worship here."

-Ji\~IES L Sl'ONENBERG, MINISTER



st11\UX\. OCTOBER 9, 1949 RCJpdJ1Jf.: All souls ale Mine. saith the Lord. Inasmuch as ye
did it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye did it
unto Me. '.,

MORNING WORSHIP II :00 O'CLOCK- . '.

Hymn-No. L _ ·····..,Holy. Holy, Holy"

The Apostles' Creed

The Pastoral Pr ayer followed b! The Lords Prayer

Mil1i.rUr: \Ye dedicate this Church to the unfinished.task of the
Church of Christ throuch Evanpelisrn and Education; through
Philanthropy and Social .1 ustice : throuph National Probity
and Honor; through Christian unity and International Good
Will.

Organ Meditations

R esponsr : Glory to God in the highest. and on earth peace,
good will toward men.

The Scripture Le ssru

Mi7liJtrr: \re dedicate this Church in lovmc rnernorv of all
those wh« have uonc before. and of all ~'hose hearts and
hands have served this Church: with deer gratitude for loyal
comrades '\'11(J have made with u, this spiritual adventure;
and with high hope for those who shall walk this way in days
to come.

Prayer Response _ __ _ __ Choir

The Anthem-"Leali Me Gentl: Home. Father" Choir

Thr AnTl(lllTl(rl1l~Tlt·

Solo-"The Lord's I'r aver ' . ...... l\ln .. 1\'1. \. Jackson

Rrs ponsr : Holy. holv, hcly. Lord God of Hosts!

Heaven anti earth are full of Thee.

Heaven and earth arc praising Thee .

a Lord most high!

Presentation of '1IIhr' aTld UfirrITlf"

The Sermon ...... Rev. \r. R. Bouknight, JT.

Presentation e,; HlIildITl,' .......... Trustees
The Mi7li.rlf1' O1;d Pro pir : \\e dedicate this house to the glory
of God our Father. bv whose iavor it has been builded ; in
the honor of JesLls Christ. the Son of the Living God, 'our
Lord and Saviour: to the praise of the Holy Spirit, the source
of licht and lite. Except tile Lord build the house. they labor
in vain that build it. \re. the minister and the people of this
Church anr] Conpregatiou, compassed about by so great a
cloud of witnesses. do here and now dedicate ourselves anew
to the worshir- of GCk: in this sanctuary and to the establish-
ment of His Kingdon: arnonp men everywhere.

Grant, a Lord. that all who here share III the Sacraments. the
ministry of the Word. and the iellowship of praise and prayer
mav know that God is in this place. may hear His voice with-
in their hearts. and rnav ?O iorth to extend to the uttermost
bounds of hie tile Lord Christ's kingdom. Amen.

(,')7;;',r;-OII",; :'lo,/(il7l,~

MiniJter: In the ~amt' of the Father. and of the Son. and of the
Holy Spirit. we dedicate this Church to Christian Worship.

ReJP01IJf: God is a Spiru. and thev that worship Him must
worship Him in spirit and in truth.

MiniJt(/': \\'e dedicate t his Church to the tr aminp of children
in iaith and knowledvc anti to the surnrnoninc of youth to the
liie of service.' - .

Response: Remember now th:' Creator in the davs of thy youth.

MiniJ/rr: \\'e dcdrca te this Church to the cur e of souls that
doubt and to the: persuasion of those that have not vet be-
lieved: t o the comfort of the discour a gcd. the relief of the dis-
tressed. t he couserr anun of thl' strong. the guidance of the
bewildered. and the consola t ion oi t lie d\'ill~: \(J the ennobl-
ing of this life and to conflUenCl' in the: liie eternal.

Hymn ?\(). )64' AII Hail The Power of Jesus' Name

Benediction

Doxolocvo ,



--------------------------------_._--_ -

The college students were in charge of the first Sunday night church service in
June. 1950. Seven students participated and each had a special part. Rev. Caudill
thanked each student for a fine performance. He ended by saying that the church
was proud of its youth because they always respond if asked to take part in church
activities.

In the fall of 1950. Princeton was having some streets paved. The paving con-
tractor gave the people of Princeton the opportunity to have the parking apron in
front of their homes paved for a reasonable price. This opportunity was also offered
to the churches. Since the Methodist Church was on a corner lot. it would need
two parking aprons-van apron for each street. The Official Board Members voted to
have this work done: but the front paving was to be extended to include the prop-
erty in front of the parsonage. The work was completed at a cost of $400.00.

A few weeks after the paving was completed. the Board of Stewards decided to
do some more paving. The men in the Methodist Church decided that the
sidewalks and sidewalk curbing needed to be paved. These men began their project
one Saturday morning and completed it in a few work days.

The WSCS made a pastor's study using one of the rooms in the parsonage. It had
a desk. two chairs. a lamp. and some book shelves. Rev. Caudill thanked the ladies
for the study. colorful decorations. and suitable furniture.

Work on the parsonage had been completed. New linoleum was installed in the
kitchen. There were new kitchen wall cabinets. a small pantry. curtains. and some
new cooking utensils. The dining room was painted and book shelves were added.
The back porch was closed-in and could be used as an extra room when needed.
This project was a much needed improvement for the parsonage family. It was
completed at a cost of $1.000.00.

In 1951. a revival was held in Princeton: it was led by the Rev. Olsen Harrison of
the Kentucky Conference. The revival ran through twelve days and was well-at-
tended. The second Sunday. in March was the climax of the revival. There were 18
people at the altar to receive Christian baptism and to be received into the fellow-
ship of the Church.

The Princeton Methodist Church also observed Layman's Day in the fall of 1951.
A complete service was held. The Lay Speaker made an interesting talk. His subject
was: "Are You Committed to Your Church?" He said there were many kinds of jobs
or work that needed to be done. We could complete more jobs by working together
and become closer friends when we worked together. He ended his talk by asking.
"Are you committed to your Church?"

The Homecoming Service Bulletin for October 11. 1953. is given on the follow-
ing pages.



PAST i\ND PRESENT llrinccton $~et~o~i5t (El~ur£l!
Princeton \lethouist Church w a s 'lr!?;1lli7.et! and built in 1855 when

thc town 1V;1, known a s Booll r lil]. The la nd \\';1S ,I~i\'en for as long <IS

use.l for a Church Sitc l iv \vill'\' l la st in c s. lie, Kader Whitley ami
two brothers, Jesse and joe I In!!. 'HI e the lound ers of the Church.

Jrittceton, ~, <11.

The original buildinc hat! a r;<lllerv which 1\';1Sused by the negros.
This building served the rhurch unt il 1904. when it was sold and
moved. It w~-s then that the present church auditorium was construct-
ed.

.~;.::~:-:~,'..

:\Ir. and i\lrs, Dave \Ir.Kiilnir were li':ill!! in Princeton at that time
and were infhcllt i;11 ill I11:: ,'nll~1 r uvt iou .r the new church building.
Through the leadership of (;cIlI[!r Whitlc::, J. R. Ledh(:cter and Ce~.
'.roodard.;111 decea·;ed. ,lllcllll:tltl' "Ihers, <he cluuch rnembers hip and
Sundav School :lltClltiall' r ill"I":1S('" uni il ill 1')31 live Sund av School
roomswere :lddcd, IJlllill(! a ,',1[1 "f Ihi~ time the Prillceton' Church
was on a Gold~hm() U:;1I':(', l.n tcr. Princet ou. Fellowship and Micro
Churches were f!l'f1upcd tll(!clh('r, a s they unw are, Pastors who serv-
ed the Church, through these years were Rev. E. C. Durham, G. B.
Perry, \V. G. Farrar. ]. Doane Stott. C. A. Turner and others.

With the late ;\'1. 1', Younz and C. H. Parker as Sunday School
Superintendents and H, C. Ruar k , J. Kern Ormolld. J. W. Bradley,
N. C. Yearby and W. J. Watson as Pastors, the Church and Sunday
School experienced a gradual increase until in 1947 at the suggestion
of :--.;.C. Holt it was decided to add more Sunday School rooms and
modernize the entu e church structure. Rev. W. R. Bouknight, Jr.,
was pastor at this time.

The modernization program was completed and the building dedi-
cated on Sunday October 9th, 1949, with Rev. Bouknight returning
here irom Greer, S. C. to preach the Dedicatory Sermon. Rev. J. E.
Sponenberg was pastor, and M. V. Rains, Sunday School Superinten-
dent at that time. In November, 1951, Mr. Sponenberg was sent, by
the Annual Conference, to Person St. Methodist Church in Fayette-
ville. and Rev. R. H. Caudill became our Pastor. R. A. Oliver, Jr.
succeeded M. V. Rains as Sunday School Superintendent. Both our
Sunday School and Church membership rolls have increased con-
siderably under their guidance. ami we are happy today to recognize
all those who have joined us during these past two years.

" "Whosoever thou art that entereth this church, leave it not

without one prayer to God for thyself, one for him who min-

istcrs, and one for those who worship here."

R. II. CAUDILL, MIN ISTER
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11:00 A. M.

Organ Prelude

Cali to Worship

Hymn :<0. 1

The Apostle's Creed

Welcome +-.

The Scripture Lesson
Prayer _

Prayer Response

The' Annollncemcnts _

"Holy, Holy, Holy"

Mrs. M. P. Young

_ _ C. H. Parker

Choir

A. C. Brittain

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

Anthem-"What A friend We Have In Jesus" _ _ _ Choir

Our Sunday School _ _ _ _ _ _ R. A. Oliver, .Jr., Supt.

Cornrniscion on Evangelism _ _ ~ _ H. T\i. Fitzgerald, Chm.

\\"01I1a1i\ Society of Christian Service _ Mrs. Ilette Hoover, Pres.

Talk; b:; visiting ~linistcr,

What Christ and His Church l\leans to Me _ Led by M. \'. Rains

Followed b:' short talks by everyone who wishes to testify

Hymn AO. 416 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ "B1css Be The Tie"

Ileuediction R. H. Caudill

1'o:wlogy

Today we wish to recognize the following New Members who have come
Into our Church during the past two years. under the minlstry of Rev. R. H.
Caudill.

Mrs. Thomas J. Johnson
Mrs. W. J. Sugg
Mrs. R H. Caudill
Charles Caudill
Jas. R. Caudill
Mrs. Bruce B. Creech
Bruce B. Creech
Charles Andrew Creech
Walton E. Massengill
Miss Myrtle Caviness
Russell Hare
Susie Rains
Mrs. M. H. Long
Forrest G. Dolly
Mrs. Forrest G. Dolly
Lynwood R~ins
Stewart M. Bracy
Mrs. Stewart M. Bracy
Mrs. Lynwood Rains
Mrs. Bill Hinton
Mrs. Milton R Massey. Jr.
Patricia Wiggs
Frances Hardee
Jo Ann Massey
Linwood Earl Massey
Mal}' Lou Hardee
Mrs. AcyJ. Arthur
Mr. M. H. Long
Mrs. Kenneth Rains
R A Oliver. Sr.
Tommy C. Adams
Mrs. Raymond M. Sugg

Mrs. Ed A Holl. Jr.
Mrs. Paul D. Bridgers
Paul D. Bridgers
Robert Carl Gurley
Connie Gurley
Francis O. Rnins
William E. On uond
Mrs. Wm. E. Ormond
James Clc rucnt s
Linda Marie Lane
George Dale Lane
Georgia Carol Lane
Wade Jackson
William C. Rains, Jr.
Mrs. Leland Pearce
Miss Nancy ('t'aITt'

Miss LJarb;ll';, i"·.IIT'·
Bobby Mass"llglll
Janice Murt iu
Louise Martin
Sherrtll Martin
Walter E. Brown
Mrs. Waller E. Brown
George Lane
Mrs. Ora O'Shields
Robert Craig Smith
Miss Jean Bass
Mrs. Joe Jones. Jr.
Mr. Joe Jones. Jr.
John Howell
Mrs. Jona Good
Thomas J. Johnson



At an Official Board Meeting. Rev. Caudill gave his report. He said there had been
some spiritual growth in the church and Sunday School and the worship hour had
shown an increase in attendance. There were three WSCS groups in 1959 on the
charge. Fifteen new members joined the church in 1953. The financial situation
was paid before conference in December. 1953.

Rev. J. W. Dimmette and his wife came to Princeton charge in December. 1953.
The WSCS brought food for their supper and welcomed them to their new home.
After visiting a few minutes. the ladies offered their assistance to help with the
unpacking. Mrs. Dimmette refused saying they would do the unpacking.

Rev. Dimmette reported at a Quarterly Conference meeting that he and his wife
had received a cordial welcome when they first came to the Princeton Charge.
Church attendance had been good. The Youth Fellowship groups were very active.
The credit for the good year's work was given to the officials and members of the
church. He also reported that increased contributions had enabled the church to
pay all its pledges and assessments except for the pastor's salary and local bills.
These two items would also be paid before conference. Rev. Dimmette further
reported that a large group from the WSCS had attended the Raleigh District
Meeting. They reported that this meeting had been very helpful to them.

In 1955. Princeton became a single station church. Micro and Fellowship joined
Pine Level Church and became a new charge. Rev. Dimmette resigned from Prince-
ton and became the pastor for the three churches. He lived in Pine Level since the
three churches had no parsonage. Micro. Fellowship. and Pine Level stayed to-
gether for two years. Micro and Fellowship formed a new charge and were served
by a student pastor from Duke University Theological School.

This was the first year that the church had stood alone as a station church and
for the reason the "year 1955" was an important year. This venture had not been
without its difficulties and its success.

The membership did not show a sharp increase. The reason for this was that
the population in '1 small town was well established and there was little change in
the moving in and out of the community. The community was also well-churched
including the outlying areas. The spring revival has not been held. and there are
three months left in the church year, 1955. Because of these conditions. the
membership was listed as active participation in church attendance and leadership.
In this direction the church had progressed.

The progress was seen in sharper focus in regards to finances. The budget for
1955 was increased over $2.000.00, and for the coming year there was another in-
crease of ten percent for the conference obligations. This increase will amount to
about $300.00 and it will start us on our goal for "as much for others as for
ourselves." The church members have generously responded to an increased
budget. and the Stewards and the Finance Commission have worked hard in
carrying out the financial obligations.

The four commissions - Education, Missions, Social Concern. and Stewardship -
were set up according to the Discipline and functioned well. With one year of
experience behind them they were able to accomplish more in the coming year.
The Sunday School was showing a new interest and willingness to meet its
problems. A teacher's class was being organized and a new educational building was
being planned.



----------------------------------------------- -~-----

Attendance had been good in the Sunday School and in the Morning Worship
Service. On the average the attendance at Sunday School had been 67% of the en-
rollment. and for the Morning Worship Service it had been 47% of the total mem-
bership.

It was difficult to evaluate the progress of this first year as a station church. but
it was evident that there had been an increased interest in attendance. greater
financial support. and a renewed interest in spiritual growth.

On August 22. 1955. the Princeton Parsonage Committee asked the Micro and
Fellowship Parsonage Committees to meet and discuss a settlement for the parson-
age. Nothing was decided at that time; and it was not until the parsonage was sold
several years later. that a decision was reached.

On November 10. 1955. a meeting was called so that the members of the Offi-
cial Board could discuss plans for a new Education Building. There was much talk
and discussion; some committees were appointed to begin looking at other
churches for ideas. It was later suggested that plans be drawn and presented at a
special session in January. 1956. The committee realized the need for an experi-
enced architect after it discussed the size of the new building and whether it
should be attached to the existing building or whether it should be a separate
building.

At an Official Board meeting Rev. L. J. Bridgers suggested that the Sunday School
could use a room at the parsonage for a classroom so that Henry Fitzgerald's Class
could go back to its classroom. In the fall of 1956. the Ladies Parlor acquired new
chairs. The old benches needed to be removed and several people volunteered to
do it one night in the fall of 1956 after prayer meeting. They also volunteered to
move the new chairs into the parlor.
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R. A. OLIVER. JR. ._. .__Church School Superintendent
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Acy Arthur
B. L. Aycock
Mrs. Lois Braswell
Melvin Edwards
H. M. Fitzgerald
John Hardee, Jr.
E. N. Hinton
Mrs. M. T. Hinton
Thomas W. Hinton
Edgar A. Holt, Jr.
Graham Holt
N. C. Holt
Ray Hoover

Mrs. Ray Hoover
C. I. Jones
Janice Marrin
W. J. Massey
Walton Massengill
R. A. Oliver, s-.
Kenneth Rains
M. V. Rains
Mrs. M. V. Rains
W. C. Rains
B. P. Woodard
L. J. Worthington
Mrs. M. P. Young

R. A. Oliver, Jr., Secretary
Miss Leona Holt, Church Treasurer
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SUNDA Y SERVICES

Sunday School Morning Worship
9:45 A. M. 11:00 A. M.

Evenina Worship
7:30- P. M.

\

caora DIRECTORS
Mrs. Edgar A. Holt, Jr. I Mrs. H. M. Fitzgerald
Director Adult Choir )1 Adult Choir Organist
Mrs. David Barden Mrs. B. P. Woodard

Director Junior Choir : Junior Choir Organist
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Sunday, Februarr J, 1957

Adoratioh

THE CALL TO h'ORSHIP

Confesswn

tlinister: ~~ow ye that the Lord he is God: it is he
that h?th made us, and not we ourselves.

People: 1,JE ILl1.E HIS PEOPLE, ioJID THE SHEEP OF HIS
PASTURE. '

Hiniskr: Enter into his gates wi th thanksgiving
and into his courts wi th pr-a i se ,

People: HE GIVE TEJ~I.;KS U1:Tl1 :1I!1, :.r'D BLf~SS HIS
IL'J'fE: FOR THE LCl:1DIS GOOD. lmEi~.

THE ORGAN PRELUDE
~~THECALL TO vDRSHIP
*THE·Hfl1N: 278 "Lead on, 0 Klltg Eternal,"

THE,PDAIER OF CONFESSION (P1l'ge 510 Second Prayer)
THK 'COLLt:CT FOR GPJ'.CE
THE SILENT MEDITi,TI(lH
THZ FJlIDS OF ASSln.ll,j,]CEMID l'i1..lIDON
THE LORD'S PRAYER

THE CHOnl.

The choir for the Morning ~"iorship Service is com-
posed of the members of our church and sunday school
who are seniors in tlle high school. This is the largest
group of seniors in the history of the churcho

Affirm.ai::ion
THE HGTHEH'3 HLRCH

-s: THE HY:':E;: 242 IlHe Lcndc Lh )r.e"
~-THE AJ.7rI~HATtoi,1 OJ? Fl.ITH 'tTh.:; Twenty-Third Psalm)
~<THE GJ ,C'ftIA PilTRI
-~,THZ qESrOl~SIVE TIEII.!:)P1G: 1h~ EtErm~l Presenc'3 - Page
'1"!'" '}H':.T)'I"ln OF cru,: HOLY SQ"-C'1"'r:.''''' 56b'_I J.J ~LLUU 1 . ...1 J,...J.l~ h..L! .l.L •.LC.nJ

:tH~ P:l"ST~I!iALPiL.l'Efi.

1•.11 t.he mothers of t.ho church who will par-t.i.c.lpat.e
in the "!"'father' s March on Folio" will please lTluet here
,at the church on 'Jedncsday at, 7 :00 P .11. Thi.s u.i.Ll,
talce only a feV! minutos of your tim8.

.THE JJ!r!-1Z~'fI TOD_,Y
THE Sl::i:ilOP

Dcdicdion
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 J.lorning t or ship
5 :30 ;1 Y F
7:30 Bible Study (Acts 8) Bring your Bible.TilE PFU,YEI~OF COlTSi~CiU.TIOH

THS OFFEHIN3
-:<THEDOXOLOJY
~<THE HYj'iiJ: 233 "Jesus calls us o'er the tumult"
~cTllEBElJEDICTIOH
-;cTHECHORALRESP01JSE

Mormw

The r1 Y F Suu-Dd s t.r i c t mcec i.ng at l.cn.ly ~ Please
meet at the church by 7 :00 P .11.

~Y~~~H~~~~~$HHHHHHHH~~H~~~ 1',TEDNESDi\.Y

7 :00 The Mothers rlarch on I'o I i.o
8:00 Choir Rehearsal



Members also saw the need for a stoop cover to be built over the front door of
the church to help keep rain water out. The floor in the vestibule had been water-
damaged and needed repair. The insurance company would pay $800 for damages
to the floor+about 60% of the estimated cost. In November. 1957. it was reported
that the old pews used in the Ladies' parlor had been given to New Hope Church.

In June. 1957, Rev. Samuel Landers arrived to serve our church. He and his wife
had two little girls. The older girl was in the third grade: the other was about four
years old.

Rev. Landers reported at the 1957 Quarterly Conference that Princeton
Methodist Church had a very active committee on Education and Evangelism. The
committee had helped contact prospective new members to visit our church.

At that time, there were three circles of the WSCS. They were very active in the
various projects in which they were involved. One circle sponsored the Story Hour
during the summer months. The small children met every other week for religious
instruction. The Church also had three choirs--the Adult, the Youth, and the Chil-
dren. Each choir had a designated Sunday to sing at the Sunday Worship Hour.

The sanctuary received new pews given by individual members in 1957 and the
pews were paid as pledged by Homecoming, the second Sunday in October. The old
pews were given to New Hope Church in Goldsboro District.

In June, 1958, the church members decided to air condition the sanctuary by
installing two window units. Later, the Official Board approved window units for
other rooms. The youth purchased an air-conditioning window unit for their
classroom.

The parsonage was remodeled from October, 1958-March, 1959. The ceilings
in the parsonage were lowered at the expense of a church member to make the
parsonage warmer. The WSCS bought the paint for painting inside the parsonage
and the preacher did the painting. To improve heating the parsonage gas heaters
were installed in the pastor's study and the bathroom.

Rev. Landers reported that he felt the church members were growing spiritu-
ally. Attendance at Sunday Worship Hour and Sunday School had been good. The
pastor. church members, and friends were all looking forward to a good year as
they worked together. The church was also planning to build an Education Building
in the near future. Building committees. groups of people working with the
committees. contractors. and the Board of Trustees had spent many hours together
planning the building.

The church was asked to make a donation to the Fellowship Church Building
Fund. The Administrative Board voted to take a collection for the fund and to
announce the date for another donation. The proceeds from both collections would
be turned in together.

At a board meeting. it was decided that Rev. Landers' expense account would be
raised $100 and that telephone bills would be paid by the church treasurer. At the
same meeting. Rev. Landers asked for a month's vacation. The board members
present were in favor of the vacation if the pastor could get someone to fill the
pulpit during his absence. It was left to the Pastoral Relationship Committee, the
Church Lay Leaders, and the Official Board to decide about the month vacation. Rev.
Landers' request was granted and he and his family left in July, 1959, for a vacation.

It was also voted to move the piano from the parsonage to the church so that a
minister and his family living there would not think the piano belonged to the par-
sonage since the piano was church property.



Rev. Landers returned from his vacation and turned in his resignation so that he
could return to his home in New Hampshire. He cited his family's health as his rea-
son for leaving. After his resignation. Princeton Methodist Church was left without
a minister.

The sanctuary of the church was renovated in 1959. The WSCS had the altar
rails moved forward about 18 to 20 inches giving the pulpit and altar more space.

Rev. John Blue came to Princeton in December. 1959. At an Official Conference.
he stated that he had no report to offer since he had been here only ten days. Con-
struction of the Education Building was in progress before he came and he offered
his services whenever needed. Rev. John Blue remained the minister for four years.

In April. 1959. work on the Education Building began. Pledges from members
amounted to $15.051: but there was only $6.173.81 in the Building Fund. The
Board of Stewards met in July. 1959. and agreed to borrow $30.000 from the Citi-
zens Bank in Micro. North Carolina to finance the balance of the Building Fund. The
borrowed funds were secured by a Deed of Trust on the church property. which
included the parsonage and lot.

A new Sunday School class for the young adults was organized around 1959 and
named the MP Young Class. The MP Young Class and the Young People's Class.
organized about 1934. grew rapidly. These two classes showed the need for
additional classrooms.

The Sunday School prior to 1933-1934 was composed of two adult classes - one
for men and one for women - and another class for the children. These two adult
classes included the youth and the young adults. All these classes were held in the
sanctuary before the five Sunday School rooms were built in 1931.

Rev. Henry G. Ruark. pastor 1932-1936. assisted the young people in organizing
a new class for those sixteen years old through thirty years. The class was named
the Young People's Class but later became the Henry Fitzgerald Class in honor of
their first teacher. Henry Fitzgerald taught them during the 1930's on into the
sixties. The class grew and soon became a large active group.

Following World War II when servicement and women were returning home.
there was a need for a class for their age group. These newcomers joined the Henry
Fitzgerald Class. which by then had outgrown its classroom. The Young Married
Adult Class was organized then for those thirty-five years old and younger. Around
1959. this class became the MP Young Class in memory of Mr. Young. the high
school principal. who was also Sunday School superintendent for several years.
until his death in 1944. He did not teach this class. but he had taught the Young
Boys' Class many years.

The children's division also grew after World War II. and were divided into
classes according to age. In 1948. a new class was organized for the high school
students and college students. This reorganization and growth in the Sunday
School stimulated interest in adding an educational building.

On February 24. 1960. a member of our church built the bulletin board for the
front of the church as a gift to the church.

The Report of the Commission on Membership and Evangelism dated June 30.
1960. stated that there had been an increase in the church attendance since the
Education Building project had been completed. The church treasurer reported
that the final cost for the Education Building was $35.230.95. The Report of the
Commission on Education. dated January 1. 1960-May 31. 1960. does not give us a
date when the congregation moved into the education building: however. the
building was occupied during this span of time. The Woman's Society of Christian
Service furnished the kitchen in the education building with stove. cabinets.
dishes. and stainless flatware.



In October. 1960. the annual Homecoming Service was observed on the fourth
Sunday. This special day was not only for worship and fellowship. but it was the
Building Fund Sunday. It was approved by the Official Board that the offering of each
Homecoming Sunday and on each fifth Sunday would go to the Building Fund for
the Education Building.

The pastor's report on November 1. 1960. stated that the youth program had
revived an interest and membership. The MYF had a Halloween party and a Youth
Revival. The youth purchased a piano for their department in the Education
Building through fund raising projects.

A motion was passed in the fall of 1960 that the Brownies could use the Fellow-
ship Hall on Wednesday afternoons and that the Boy Scouts could sell Christmas
trees on the church yard.

The Woman's Society of Christian Service Report dated November 1. 1960.
stated that services rendered were: sent quilt scraps to Cherokee Indians. clothed
an orphan at the Methodist Orphanage in Raleigh. presented five Life Memberships
as a result of Bible Study. helped needy families at Christmas. donated to milk fund
at local public school. sponsored a pounding for our pastor and family. bought 100
glasses and 13 tablecloths for the kitchen in Fellowship Hall. and bought 7 testa-
ments for MYF seniors. A poster was put in the kitchen to remind members to
keep the kitchen clean.

In May. 1961. a new position was created in the church-sa financial secretary.
The financial secretary would mail a quarterly report to each member reminding
each member of his support to the church.

There was a letter dated October 12. 1961. from Rev. Mark W. Lawrence.
Goldsboro District Superintendent.. requesting Rev. John Blue. the pastor. to au-
thorize a special session of the Quarterly Conference of the church for the purpose
of empowering the trustees to receive a donation of $5.000 from the Duke En-
dowment Fund for the Education Building. In January. 1962. Duke Endowment
required that the church have insurance for 75% of the value of the church before
the church members could receive any help from them. The church had $45.000
insurance and the members needed to increase the insurance to $65.000 to be
eligible to receive $2.500. From the fourth Quarterly Conference Report ending
June. 1962. the Board of Trustees received $2500 from the Duke Endowment
Fund.

Additional equipment such as tables. chairs. and cabinets were added to the Ed-
ucation Building. A record player was obtained for the Primary Department. A type-
writer and mimeograph machine were purchased for the pastor's study. A picture
of Christ was purchased and hung in the church.

In May. 1961. the church bought baseballs and equipment for the preacher's
baseball team. but in April. 19G2. the church baseball equipment was given to the
Little League Ball Park.

"Rally Day" was explained by Rev, John Blue. The special offering went to the
Conference Treasurer. This money went to pay the salaries of the Conference Board
of Education members. to meet the needs of the summer camps. and for local dis-
trict youth work and leadership training. It was decided that "Rally Day" would be
Sunday. September 24. 1961.

Ages and promotions were discussed for the Sunday School Department. It was
decided that when a child reaches twelve. he should go to the Intermediate Class.
Perfect attendance pins were awarded on Promotion Day. If a person missed only



The sanctuary received new light fixtures in September. 1962. in honor of a
church member. At the Official Board meeting in September. 1962. a motion was
made that individuals wishing to contribute furnishings or fixtures to any part of
the church plant consult and secure the approval of the Official Board before any
action was taken.

one Sunday School Day due to illness or because he was in the hospital. he received
a pin. Bibles were given to children when they were promoted to the fourth grade.

The Commission on Education met March 27. 1962. in the church. The pastor.
Rev. John Blue. reported that the nursery speaker was installed so that adults
keeping the children in the nursery could hear the sermons.

By March 5. 1963. improvements had been made in all Sunday School class-
rooms. Bulletin boards have been erected and speaker stands as well as chalk
blackboards have been added to almost every room. The Commission on Education
became very active and gave the church school excellent planning ideas.

The Pastor's Report for the period beginning October 8. 1961. and ending
March 20. 1962. was as follows: Layman's Day was observed in November and the
Thanksgiving offering was sent to the Children's Home in November. Commitment
Sunday was in December and the Every Member Canvas was successful. The
Christmas activities involved all church members. January emphasized planning the
Christian Workers School in Smithfield. North Carolina. A mission program was
done by a Cuban refugee family. The church gave financial assistance to a Cuban
refugee in Statesville. North Carolina. March saw the birth of two prayer groups--
ladies meeting on Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. and the men meeting on Thursday at 6:45
a.m. The MYFmade a canvas on Heart Sunday.

The Report of the Woman's Society of Christian Service for March. 1962--they
contributed to Pittman's Center. the Cancer Fund. and the Heart Fund. Three cir-
cles adopted a child at the Methodist Home and pledged $100 annually for her
support and they gave over $30 worth of clothes and gifts to her at Christmas. The
Leona Holt Circle had been sponsoring a child for years.

The fourth Quarterly Conference report was dated November 14. 1962. The
MYFhas gained in strength to an intermediate and senior groups. The new Parson-
age Committee was to study the parsonage situation and to make recommendations
to the OfficialBoard.

The North Carolina Conference began a College Development Crusade in 1962.
It stated that our share was $6.900. This amount was to be paid to the designated
treasurer of the fund over a three year period. The church members did not meet
its quota or the amount pledged to this program. The College Development Crusade
was started to build the Methodist College in Fayetteville. North Carolina and North
Carolina Wesleyan College in Rocky Mount. North Carolina. These two colleges were
chartered in 1956.

At the November. 1962. Official Board meeting it was reported that the old light
fixtures had been donated to two black churches in Micro. North Carolina. The two
churches were very grateful to receive the ceiling lights.

The Boy Scout Master requested permission for the Boy Scouts to use the Fel-
lowship hall on the nights when there is no heat at the Community Building. This
request was approved by the OfficialBoard at the January. 1963. meeting since our
church sponsored the Boy Scouts during the morning church worship hour when
the Boy Scouts earned an award of either the Eagle Scout or God Country Badges.



The Men's Bible Class entertained the Friendly Bible Class at a Christmas party
in 1962 at a restaurant. The following picture was taken that night of this social
event during Rev. John Blue's ministry. Mr. Sidney S. Lee, Sr., the missing member
from the group, was taking the picture.



The pastor. Rev. John Blue. made a motion at the board meeting May. 1963.
that a Parsonage Committee be appointed to study the possibilities of improving the
living conditions in the parsonage. A Parsonage Committee was appointed and this
motion was seconded and approved by the Board.

The church approved a ministerial student from Duke University to come and to
work with the congregation during the summer and to have summer youth pro-
grams. The University took care of the student expenses except for transportation.
room. board. and laundry. The Duke student. Mr. Orville Smith. came to us on June
8. 1963. through July 20. 1963. Mr. Smith was paid $50 for travel expenses for the
fiveweeks that he was with the church.

After the North Carolina Methodist Conference met in June. 1963. the church
received a new pastor. Rev. E. M. Rhiner. The Chairman of the Board asked the
Parsonage Committee for a report since the church was having a new pastor at the
regular June meeting. 1963. The board members were told that the committee had
suggested that the new pastor would move into the rented house until definite
plans could be made about the parsonage. Rev. Rhiner was well satisfied with the
house which was rented for him and his family for six months.

The Parsonage Committee gave their report to the Board in June. 1963. The re-
port recommended that a new parsonage be built but not located on the church
property. The Board voted in favor of a new parsonage at a new location. A Commit-
tee was appointed to study building plans and building sites and to give their report
at the regular meeting.

At the next OfficialBoard meeting on July. 1963. the Chairman of the Parsonage
Committee gave a report on their findings after their visit to the New Hope parson-
age in Wayne County. The Committee was in favor of using the same plans with mi-
nor changes. A motion was made that the Chairman of the Parsonage Committee
contact Mr. Ben Boyette. a building contractor from Goldsboro. North Carolina. for
a definite bid and blueprints to be submitted at the next meeting. The motion was
seconded and approved. The committee was to find a good building location.

The Chairman of the Board at the September meeting stated that the building
crew had begun the new parsonage since-most of the pledges had been made. A
motion was made that the Official Board recommend to the Trustees to dispose of
the old parsonage. buy the new building site at 402 East Second Street. and secure
a loan in order to begin work on the new parsonage. This motion was carried that
the Administrative Board would accept these blueprints at a cost of $14.000 to
complete the parsonage. The deed for the parsonage was to be kept by the
custodian and be placed in the vault at Branch Bank and Trust Company in
Princeton. North Carolina

The trustees had been given the authority to obtain a deed of trust which would
allow us to secure the new church parsonage. A motion was made that the trustees
pledge the new parsonage lot and improvements to secure a loan.

Mr. Carl Gurley. Sr. was the highest bidder for the old parsonage for $775. Mr.
Gurley moved the old parsonage from the church property at his expense. cleaned
the lot. and planted grass seed.

The topic of discussion at the November. 1963. Official Board meeting was what
to do about Micro Methodist Church and Fellowship Methodist Church interest in
the sale of the old parsonage. This parsonage had been their parsonage as well as
ours prior to Princeton Methodist Church becoming a station church. The three
churches had been on the Princeton Charge in the Goldsboro District of the North
Carolina Methodist Conference. A motion was made that we give one half of the
parsonage sale to Micro Methodist Church and Fellowship Methodist Church and
that this church would keep the other half. The motion was seconded and carried.



The church treasurer wrote two checks dated December 2. 1963. as follows:

Fellowship $193.75
Micro $193.75

Total $387.50
(The Princeton Methodist part from the sale of the old parsonage was $387.50.)

The church had helped Fellowship Church in their building program prior to
the sale of the parsonage. It was approved that Princeton Church treasurer in
January. 1959 would send $90 to District Treasurer to be given to the Jefferson
Memorial Church for their building fund and would send a special collection
$252.52 to help Fellowship Church build their parsonage.

At the November. 1963. Official Board meeting. the Parsonage Committee
wanted to know how much to spend for the parsonage furniture. A new stove and
refrigerator had already been bought: however. dining room and living room fur-
nishings were needed. The Woman's Society of Christian Service would take care of
the drapes and curtains. A motion was made and approved that the trustees allowed
the Parsonage Committee $1.000 to buy furnishings besides the stove and
refrigerator. Mr. E. O. Bizzell was hired to level and fill in soil and gravel and to
install tile in the driveway at the parsonage.

The Board Chairman had received $2.500 from Duke Endowment Fund to
complete the cost of the Education Building in the fall of 1963.

On February 13. 1964. a Dedication Service{or the new Education Building was
held since this building was debt-free. The District Superintendent. Rev. Mark W.
Lawrence. led the service with the pastor. Rev. E. M. Rhiner. On that same date.
the church members had open house at the new parsonage and the WSCS
sponsored the open house and refreshments. The general overall spirit of the
church seemed to be much better.

On March 24. 1964. the board passed a motion for the church to hire its first
paid janitor. Mr. Stephen Lee. His duties were to clean the church and the church
yard.

The Commission on Education reported that they were meeting regularly. The
members have had a worker's conference and literature changes were made in
1964.

The Chairman of the Board read a letter at the June. 1964. Official Board meet-
ing that the town of Princeton would begin billing all churches for water each
month.

The Woman's Society of Christian Service planted shrubs at the parsonage. The
WSCS requested permission from the board and assistance from the men in
installing a small unused room upstairs in the church with cabinets sufficient to
store supplies and books. The Chairperson of the Commission on Education
requested the installation of a "Birthday-Offering" Parsonage Fund. Both projects
were approved and the Parsonage Fund began operating April 4. 1965.

The Homecoming church service was held on the fourth Sunday. in October.
1965. as this particular Sunday was chosen to be Homecoming Day after it was
organized in 1949. The Homecoming speaker was Rev. W. R. Bouknight, Jr. At this
Homecoming. Rev. Rhiner had inserted in the church bulletin a brief church
history which he had found in the church records and a copy of this history is
inserted as follows:



OUR CHURCH MINISTRY

Presiding Bishop .. . ..... . . .. Paul N. Garber

Mark W. Lawrence

E. M. Rhiner

M. V. Rains

Jrtl1ceiol1 rffidqOllisi Q1qurcq
District Superintendent . Jrincetl1tt. ~ortl, OIarolil121
Minister .

Church School Superintendent T. R. Parker

Church Lay Leader .

Church Treasurer ..

President, Woman's Society of Christian Service

. . . . . .. Kenneth Starling

Mrs. Kenneth Rains

Jimmy HintonChairman, Official Board

Chairman, Commission on Membership and Evangelism Melvin Edwards

Chairman, Commission on Education

Chairman, Commission on Missions

Mrs. Ben Boyette

Mrs. Rayonell Hinton

Elmer Capps

Mrs. Ruth Jackson

Chairman, Commission on Stewardship and Finance

Chairman, Commission on Christian Social Concern

Church Organist Mrs. Annie Louise Woodard

INFORMATION FOR THE MINISTER

(Please check, sign, tear off, and place in offering plate)
SUNDAY SERVICES

Name _ Address _

- ... ---- .Newcomer to the community

____ Would Like Pastor to Call

___ Is in hospital

Sunday School

9:45 A. M.

Morning Worship

___ Is ill and should be visited

___ Desires to join our church

___ Is an unaffiliated Methodist

11 :00 A. M.

E. M. RHINER, Pastor

Phone 936-3871



ELEVEN O'CLOCK WORSHIP SERVICE
E.M. RHINER, PASTOR

OCTOBER 24, 1965

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

SUNDAY----- 7:30P.M. EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE
8:30P.M. OFFICIAL BOARD

HOMECotlING HOMECOMING HOMECOMDJG TUESDAY---- 7,30P.M. DAY OF PRAYER AND SELF.-DENIAL

WEDNESDAY-- 8,00P.M. MID-WEEK SERVICE

THURSDAY--- 4,00P.M. JUNIOR CHOIR REHEARSAL
8:00P.M. ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL

ORGAN PRELUDE
*THE CALL TO WORSHIP
*THE INVOCAnON
*HYMN NO. 238, "BLESSED ASSURANCE"
WELCOME---- MRS. LOIS BRASWELL
THE RESPONSIVE READING I "THE HELPER OF THE AFFLICTED"

P. 608
*~H~-!~-lHHH~-!H~~h'HP,HHHHH~-lHHHHHHH!-lI-*"****

PRAYER
WORSHIP WITH OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
*THE DOXOLOGY
*HYMN NO. 381, "THE CHURCH'S ONE FOUNDATION"
MOMENTS OF GREE'I'ING AND FELLOWSHIP
MESSAGE IN SONG---- ADULT CHOIR
HOMECOMINGMESSAGE--- THE REV. W.R. BOUKNIGHT

*HYMN NO.269, "JESUS, SAVIOUR, PILOT ME"
*THE BENEDICTION
-!~CHORALRESPONSE
*POSTLUDE

MLL OFFERINGS GIVEN TODAYWILL GO TO THE BUILDmG
FUND UNLESS OTHERWISE DESIGNATED.

*LIKE A BOY ON A BICYCLE, WE GET INTO TROUBLE WHEN WE
CEASE GOING FORltJARD; GOING BACKWARDIS CATASTROPHIC.

*WE ElCPRESS OUR APPRECIATION TO MRS. LOUISE Em-lARDS,
CHAIRMAN OF OUR HOMECOMINGCOMMITTES, TO ALL THE
COMMITTEE ClffiIRMANS, AND TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE
\-IaRKED II; ORDER TO MAKE THIS DAY POSSIBLE. OUR THANKS
FOR A JOB WELL DONE.

-,

*THE REV. W.R. BOUKNIGHT, PASTOR OF THE BROOKLAND
METHODIST CHURCH IN WEST COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA,
IS A FORMER PASTOR OF OUR CHURCH. HE 1rlElCOME HIM
AND HIS FAMILY BACK TD PRINCETON, AND WE TRUST
THAT THIS DAY WILL BE AN ENJOYABLE AND MEMORABLE
ONE FOR THEM.
,
*IT IS BY THE GRACIOUS PROVISION OF OUR LORD THAT
WE CAN COME TOOETHER THIS HOMECOMINGDAY. THERE
WILL BE MANYFACES THAT YOU WILL NOT BE PRIVILEDED
TO SEE TODAY. SOME ARE NOT HERE BECAUSE THEm
HEALTH "HLL NOT PERMIT. OTHERS HAVE GONE TO THEIR
ETERNAL HOME. WE NEED TO CARRY ON THE HIGH IDEALS
AND LIVE THE FAITH THAT OUR FOREFATHERS LIVED AND
INSPIRE THOSE COMING AFTER US THAT REDARDLESS OF
WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS, THERE IS A BETTER HONE
BEYOND THIS WORLD.

,,

* INDICATES STANDING

-!H:·-!HHHHHHHHHH~*~HHHHHf*-!~-lHHH~1*

*WE WElCOME YOU; FEEL AT HOME AND ENJOY YOURSELVES.
REN~~ OLD ACQUAINTANCES; MAKE NEW ONES. LET US
HAVE A REAL FELWWSHIP TCGETHER.



THE ORIGINAL BUILDTIill HAD A BAlCCNY WHICH V.f.ASUSED BY ~iE NEGROES OF T'dE
SE\..~rr()N. THIS BUTI.DING SERVED THE C1WRCH UN'EIL 1S0h, ~'!1EN IT vT~S cOLD AND I~OVED.
IT T,iAS THEN THAT ras PRESEN~ SANCT!JARY vL'\S CONSTRUCTm.

HISTORY OF THE PRINCETON METHODIST CHURCH

THE ORIGINAL CHURCH WAS OP..GANIZED AND BUILT IN 1855 imEN PRINCETON WAS NAMED
BOON HILL. THE LAND WAS GIVEN AS LONe AS UJIill FeR A CHURCE S1.Tt: BY i.JILEY HAST:NGS.
HE, KADER WH.!."-TLEYAND !WO BROTEERS, JESSE AIm JOE HOLT wl'RE THE FOniillERS OF THE
C{URCH.

MR. AND MRS• DAVE McIrnmm WERE LIVJJrG m PR:NGETON AT THAT TIME AND Tn"ERE
INFLUENTB.I. IX THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE ~miCEURCH BUILDINC":. T,,:1.0GGH THE LEfJ1ERSHIP
OF GEORGE T:iF.ITIE'L] J.B.. LEDBETTER. A.\'"D GEGP..Q:';HOO:J!JW, ALL DECEASED, A.l\Jll Hf.;...Y"'t OTHERS
THE CHURCH MEMESl1;~HI'::~1.•ND SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTI1·rr:...:J~C2 DJCRE,:"SED illJT::::', IN ]-931 E'rJ'E
SUNlIli.Y SCHO(;L ROOMS 1:J'ERE ADDED.

"tJITH THE lATE M.P. YOUNG AND C.H. PARKER !.S SENDAY SCHOOL SUPEHINTENDE!-TTS
AND H.G. RWI.RK, s, ID'..N ORMOIID, J .lli. BRADLEY, N.C. IE,OOY AND U.J. VJ."..TSONAS
PASTORS, THE CHURCH A.\1D SUlIDAY SCHOOL EXPERIENCED A GRADUAL I1ifCRSli.SE DmIL IN 1947
IT \-!AS DECIDED TO ADD i1DRE SUNDAY SCHOOL ROOMS fiND ~10DEP.NIZE THE IDITIP..E CHUECH
S':!:'RITCTURE. THE PROJECT ~~AS lJl.mERTAKEN AND UNDER CIJ'ABLE LEADERSHIP TIE REDE-'::ORIl.1'ED
MID El:PANDEfl CHUF.CH HAS COMPLETID AT A CCST OF $20,000.00.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1949 it-iAS A GRRo\T DAY FOR THE METHODISTS OF PRINCETON. IT
\~rAS THE DAY OF tEDICATIONFOR TEE NEofLY REDECORATED AND EXPANDED CHURCH. HE!1BEP.S,
FORNER MEHBERS,AlIJD VISITORS NUMBERING OVER 250 PAC:OO INTO THE SANCTUARY TO HEAR
THE REV. ~·I.R.BOUKNIGHT, A FOID1ER PASTOR, DELIVER TdE MORNING SERM8N. HS '\';AS
FRF.sENTED BY THE REV. JAHES E. SPONENBERG, PliSTOR.

ANOTHER GUEST WAS DR. B.G. CHILDS OF DUKE UNIVERSITY, ASSOCIATE LAY LEADER
FOR THE NORTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE. HE SPOKE BRIEFLY ABOUT THE LATE WILLIAM T. Ju'ID
HATTIE E. WHITLEY IN villOSE HONOR AND MEMORYA BAPTISMAL FONT STi.ND tiAS GIVEN TO
T;ill CHURCH BY THEIR SON GEORGE "iHITLEY.

BY 1959 OUR CHURCH HAD GRQh"N TO THE EXTENT TH/\.T MORE SPACE HAS SORELY NEEDED.
Ta.~T YEfJ{ PLANS WERE MADE FOR TEE CONSTR~TION OF A NEli ErUCATIONAI. EUILDll~G. THE
CONSTRUCTION OF THIS NE,I.j BUTLDING vJAS DURING THE PAST.JRATSS OF SilMUEL LAlIDE.":\S lu\TD
Jorm BLUE. THIS UNIT, WHICH ~-il~SCOMPI.ETED AT THE COST OF $30,000.00, HAS A
FELLOviSIUF ::;'cLL, KITCHEN, 'mo BATHROOMS, STJNI)h.Y SCHO:)L SECRET1J{Y'S OFFICE MTD TI.:;O
CLASS ROC~ DO·}JST:tIRSj AND EIGHT CLASSROOMS UPSTl.IRS. THIS BUIWING ~-jl::"SPAID :;COR
~J SEPTE}!E':?' 1963. SUNDli.Y, FSlRU;JtY 9, 1964 WAS fJJOT:-1ER G!lE.\T DAY FOR TIE 11ETI{CDI3TS
OF PRINCET21~. IT ~'lAS THE DAY OF DEDIC;~TION FOR TH~ EUC1.TION BUIL.nINC7. ~T..S. x.v,
RHNS, EiS'-i crr.:•.B!'1:J-J OF THE COMMISSION ON EDUCATI'~N, Mi~E THE PRESENTA'.i:'IOiJ, AND
T::~ RE'J. ':'_=.:\ i..,'.Tit9'CE, OTJR DISTRICT STJPErENnN!:'~;":, EnOUGHT THE DEf':r:CA'I\)[,: Mr3SilG:S.

TEl:: ?:1.CJ::CT ";AS NO ~0hE CC'''7L:';;T'SD AND 0iG'. '::ITH TIL;,T T::E CHURC':1:ur~ERT\)JK
l\NOT:-:EFi. EL';:::::':'. IN 2C1'0.2Z8. 1963 C2N~T(TCTIjtJ OF FE ~!::..; P; •.":S0NAG3 Vi,eS BEri'JN, A~!D1:Y
DECE!1BER IT ··.i.S CJI1'L~~ZD. Ti-:-S CnuSCH F.:U'1ILY i"T'';V~, F7') THEIR NE,,j HC!~ Ju,s-r A ?E);,i
DLYS BuORE CERIS~.S.

1':-:E V;J,UE OF ALL OUR CRunCH ~OPSRTY---BlJILDTI1:::S .• 10':'3 J FTJ::~HC,HTITGS---IS
$1?-4,C00.00. OUR FrLESD1T Sl~;::!A:t ~·::?C\)L EN:i.lJLh1E:JT IS 2Z6, .~m 'L'rE CT.KlCH ~'IBERSHIP
13 (3).



IN 1918 THE PRINCETONMETHODISTCHURCHBECAMEPART OF A SIX-POINT CmCUIT
CONSISTING OF THE FOLWUNG CHURCHES;EBENEZAR, ZION, STEVEN'S CHAPEL, FELLOWSHIP
AND S~'S CHAPEL. SEVERALYEARS LATER PlUNCETONWAS PART OF A THREE-POINT CHARGE
\-JITH MICRO AND FEUfl.A.'SHIP MJlJaNGUP THE CHARGE. IT vJAS IN 1955 THAT PRINCETON
BECAMEA STATION CHURCH.

HERE IS A LIST OF THE P]"STORSOF OUR CHURCH. THE DATES OF THOSEV.]HO SERVED
FROM1886 TO 1909 ARE A LITTLE UNCERTAIN.

SOLOMONPOJL•••••• 1886-38
P.L. ~10N ••••••• 1888-91
C.O. DURANT••••••• 1891-947
W.H. PUCKETT•••••• 1891-94?
E.C. GLENN•••••••• 1894-95
SOLOMONP08L •••••• 1895-1
J "I,-[. JENKINS...... 1899
R. H. WHITAKER.... 1905W.R. PUCKETT•••••• 1909
J .M. T;ffiIGHT....... 1915-16
J.G. JOHNSON•••••• 1916-20
W.G. FARRAR••••••• 1920-23
G.B. PERRY•••••••• 1923-28
J.D. STOTT•••••••• 192ff-30
C.A. TURNER••••••• 1930-32
H.G. RUARK•••••••• 1932-36
W.C. MERRITT•••••• 1936-37
J. KERNORMUND•••• 1937-38
J.W. BRADLEY•••••• 1938-42
N.C. YEARBy••••••• 1942-43
W.J. WATSON••••••• 1943-46
W.R. BOUKNIGHT•••• 1946-46
J .E. S?l)NENBERG••• 1946-51
R.H. CAUDILL •••••• 1951-53
J.W. DIMMETTE••••• 1953-55
L.J. BRIDGES•••••• 1955-57
S.E. LANnERS•••••• 1957-59
J.R. BLUE••••••••• 1959-63
E.M. RHINER••••••• 1963-?

OCTOBER24, 1965

=



The church received a memorial gift for a church member of red velvet pew
cushions in November. 1965.

In May. 1966. Rev. Rhiner said that by his own choice he wanted to move to the
Raleigh area and that consequently he would not be back in this church after
attending the North Carolina Conference in June.

The church members were complaining about being hot in the summer of 1966.
The church already had air conditioning window units. and from a discussion it was
decided to turn on church units at 12:00 p.m. on each Saturday and to open the
door from the sanctuary to the Ladies' Parlor. A telephone was installed with an
extension from the parsonage to the church pastor's study.

On November 20. 1966. there was an evening service for the dedication of the
organ. Mr. and Mrs. Ray Luther from Raleigh. North Carolina came to the church to
present a service of organ and vocal music. The organ was given in honor of the
church organist by her husband.

Rev. Robert F. Bundy was the new pastor from the North Carolina Conference in
June. 1966. From the Report of the Pastor ending March 21. 1967. there was no
youth organization so the pastor began his year with an organization of junior and
senior MYFgroups with weekly attendance of 25 per meeting. The youth showed
good participation in activities beyond the local church. They were active and
enthusiastic; their counselors were genuine in their interest and an asset to the
church work. Four of the laymen participated in the "No Silent Pulpit Program."
There was a formative plan to have a LayWitness Mission. the first weekend in May.
1967. The spiritual life of the church was good. The church planned a second Lay
Witness Mission for the future. A new Sunday School class called Young Adult Class
for high school seniors and college students was organized.

A second union occurred in the church on April 23. 1968. when the Methodist
Church and The Evangelical United Brethren Church joined together to form The
United Methodist Church in ceremonies held in Dallas. Texas. Bishop Reuben
Mueller (E.B.U.C.) and Bishop Lloyd Wicke (M.C.) presided. This union embodies
the history and traditions of the following.churches which are Methodist in name
or tradition: The Methodist Episcopal Church; The Methodist Episcopal Church.
South; The Methodist Protestant Church; The Methodist Church (merged into the
Protestant Methodist Church in 1877); United Brethren in Christ; The Evangelical
Associa tion; The United Evangelical Church; The Evangelical Church; The
Methodist Church and The Evangelical United Brethren Church.

United Methodists trace their spiritual heritage through generations of God's
faithful servants to John and Charles Wesley and Frances Asbury on the Methodist
side and to Philip William Otterbein. Martin Boehm and Jacob Albright on the
Evangelical United Brethren side. All were master evangelists. and the church
continues their aim to create within every congregation a strong. functioning
center for evangelism. Winning people to Christ and to the Christian way of life
always has been at the heart of United Methodism.

A prayer breakfast was held in the fall of 1966 for the laymen; from this meeting
a Methodist Men's Club was organized and chartered. The Methodist Men
sponsored a Scholarship Fund for students entering into full time religious service.
A picture of the first Methodist Men is shown as the following.



Methodist Men's Club at a Prayer Breakfast

The financial and spiritual condition of the church was good. There was no in-
debtedness on any church property. The first financial support in paying the par-
sonage indebtedness came through personal pledges and covered the larger por-
tion of the cost. Fifth Sunday offerings were used for debt retirement. Finally, on
September 10, 1967, a drive was made to erase all indebtedness. The goal was over
reached by $750.

On March 3, 1968, we officia lly dedicated the parsonage to the glory of God at
3:00 p.m. For the dedication service we had Rev. Leon Russell, District Superinten-
dent of Goldsboro, Bishop Paul N. Garber of Raleigh. and Rev. Bundy, our pastor.
Bishop Garber gave the Dedication Address. He was the first bishop to visit Prince-
ton. The Woman's Society of Christian .....ervice served the refreshments at the par-
sonage dedication.
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It is a signal honor and a distinct privilege to have Bishop Paul N.
Garber in Princeton for this service. He is the first Bishop the Method-
ists of the community have ever had to visit among them. Bishop Garber
has many firsts to his credit, and many enviable records have been
set through his leadership; Yet, in a more personal sense, this hour
today is unique for us here, as it brings the leadership and laity of
the church together. Bishop, from the good Methodists of Princeton,
Welcome.

iIrillrrtll11 :a!rtbulliHt Ql~urr11
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* * * *

For many years the Princeton Methodist Church and Parsonage
stood side by side. It was difficult to think of the pastors home
located otherwise. Yet in 1963, it became apparent that the aged
parsonage had passed its limits of livability, and that a new one was
needed. Thereupon, the proper committees were appointed, then or-
ganized, and the initial steps taken to get the project underway.

" " "l~~t;''-it,),'

Once the matter was presented to the membership of the church,
progress was rapid. A new site was chosen for the new parsonage,
four blocks from the church. Blue prints were presented the contractor
for a bid in September, and the then pastor and family (E. M. Rhiner)
moved into the new parsonage in December.
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1963 Parsonage 1968

Such prompt work speaks well for the efficient committee that
helped steer the project, and for the fine support given by the total
membership of the church. The home is all electric, 3 bedrooms,
2 baths, and living room with dining area, family room-kitchen com-
bination, study and utility room.

ROBERT F. BUNDY, Minister

o Thou whose gracious presence blest
The home at Bethany,

This shelter from the worlds unrest,
This home made ready for its Guest,

We dedicate to thee.
The first financial support came through personal pledges and cov-

ered the larger portion of the costs, Since 1964, fifth Sunday offer-
ings were used for debt retirement. Finally, on September 10, 1967 a
drive was made to erase all indebtedness. The goal was over-reached
by $750. Now on this day, March 3, 1968, we officially dedicate this
parsonage to the glory of God, and as a token of the work of the fine
Methodists of Princeton.

We build an alter here, and pray
That thou will show thy face.

Dear Lord, if thou wilt come to stay,
This home we consecrate today

Will be a holy place.

-Louis F. Benson



Resident Bishop

District Superintendent ...

Paul N. Garber, Raleigh, N. C.

. ... leon Russell, Goldsboro, N. C.
WORDS OF DEDICATION Bishop Paul N. Garber

CAll TO WORSHIP

INTRODUCTION

SCRIPTURE SENTENCES

Choir

(Responsively)

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, we
dedicate this home for ministers to the glory of God, committing to his
loving care this house and all who dwell in it.

Have thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant, 0 Lord my God,
which thy servant prayeth before thee today; that thine eyes may be
opened toward this house night and day.

We dedicate this house to the deep affections of the family circle, and
to aJl friendly hospi tali ties.

Now God himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, make
you to increase and abound in ·Iove.

We dedicate this home to the courage, patience, and self-control which
make life cheerful and serene.

Let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and
entire, wanting nothing.

We dedicate this home to all beautiful things of heart and mind that
lead the soul tu wider vision and to higher aims.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; and let the
peace of God rule in your hearts.

We dedicate this home to happiness, to hopefulness, and to health, that
it may ever be, to those whose home it is, a dear haven of peace and joy.

Thou wilt shew me the path 01 life: in thy presence is fullness 01 joy,
at thy right hand are pleasures for evermore.

DEDICATION SERVICE

PRINCETON METHODIST PARSONAGE

March 3, 1968

3:00 P. M.

Rev. Robert F. Bundy

Rev. leon Russell

By wisdom a house is built, and by understanding it is established;
by knowledge the rooms are Iilled with all precious and pleasant riches.
Pro. 24: 3,4.

Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.
Ps. 127:1.

INVOCATION .. Rev. leon Russell

THE lORD'S PRAYER In Unison

PRAYER OF DEDICATION .. . . . . . . . . . .. Bishop Paul N. Garber

Almighty God, our Ireavenly Father, whose Son did by his presence
bless the home in Bethany: Bless we pray, this home, that thy love
may rest upon it, and thy presence overshadow those who dwell within.
With divine wisdom counsel all who find retreat here Irom the shep-
herding of thy people. Turn away all that fosters discord, and may it
be a place of holy influence. Let thy peace watch at the door, and
cause that spirit to prevail which is in keeping with thy design.

Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto their
children. And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us; yea,
the work of our hands establish thou it. And the praise shall be forever
thine; in the name of Christ Our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Rev. leon Russell

The Lord bless us, and keep us; the Lord make his face shine upon
us, and be gracious unto us: the Lord lift up his countenance upon
us, and give us peace, now and forevermore. Amen.

Reception to follow.

Let liS pray.

Our Heavenly Father, we bow in this hour invoking thy blessing
upon this act 01 dedication. Look upon this home with thy favor and
consecrate it as the abode 01 those who serve you here. Watch over
all those going out and coming in, that they may ever remain in the
way of thy truth; in Jesus name, Amen.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us.
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
lorever. Amen.

CHOIR HYMN

DEDICATION ADDRESS Bishop Paul N. Garber



The Parsonage Committee was to improve the looks of the parsonage. A
motion was made and seconded that they were not to exceed $2500. The Birthday
Fund was also used for this renovation. It was also injected that the WSCS was to
purchase additional furniture because that had always been one of their projects.

Homecoming was the second Sunday in September. 1971. and there would be
no Sunday night service that night. The Administrative Board invite or approve the
homecoming speaker unless the pastor is serving his first year here. then he is the
speaker.

The UMYF was divided into two groups in 1971. The Junior UMYF was for the
youth in the 6th. 7th. and 8th grades. There were 10 members in these grades.
The Senior UMYF was from children in the 9th through the 12th grades. There
were 15 members in that group. The UMYF collected $55 for UNICEF.

In March. 1970. the Woman's Society of Christian Service bought shrubbery to
replace what the church already had. The members became more concerned about
the appearance of the church so the Official Board responded by purchasing a drum
for burning trash and two garbage cans with a cart to meet the town's policy on
garbage day.

Vacation Bible School has always been an inspired growth in the church from
the early church history to the present time. The Bible School always met the week
following the closure of the public school for the youth. 1\vo or three of the men
donated ice. cups. and crates of drinks: otherwise. refreshments were bought from
the Education Fund. The ladies from the Leona Holt Circle chose an assigned day to
serve the refreshments at recess hour.

A Sunday School class was named the Busy Bees in the 1970's. This class was for
the children in kindergarten through grade two levels in the public school.

The Pathfinders was another Sunday School class named in the 1970's. This
class was for the children in the third grade through sixth grade in the public
school. Prior to being named in the 1970's. the Pathfinders and Busy Bees went by
age levels in the Sunday School Department.

One of the youth was a cancer patient and had just entered the eighth grade in
the public school and shortly after his death on September 22. 1973. the
Commission on Education named a Sunday School class in memory of Hardy Rains
in 1973. This class was organized for the seventh graders through the twelfth
graders.

A Youth Choir was organized. The youth were a constant source of encourage-
ment and joy. The youth's attitude. dedication. and ability were outstanding. The
WSCS raised funds by selling Tupperware. greeting cards. and stationery with a
printed scene of the church building. This fund drive was to obtain material for
choir robes for the Children's Choir.

In May. 1971. the church received from a church member a continuing
memorial fund in memory of a family member. The principal is to be left in the
bank and only the interest is to be used. This continuing memorial is kept separate
from the regular memorial fund. The church received other gifts from two donors:
a flag given by the MYF and a water fountain by a church member. Another addition
for meeting the church needs. a Bible stand was built by Wilkins' Cabinet Shop of
Princeton. Another memorial project was fixing the Men's Sunday School
classroom into a prayer room. The Offtcial Board was to fix the windows and the
window sashes.



The parsonage is all electric: it has 3 bedrooms. 2 baths. a living room with
dining area. family room. kitchen combination. study. and utility room. The con-
tractor began building the parsonage in September. 1963. and the pastor and
family (E. M. Rhiner) moved into the new parsonage in December. 1963.

THE METHODIST PARSONAGE

The Offlcial Board in August. 1969. approved a Kindergarten Class to be held in
the church for the school year. There was no kindergarten in the public school
system at that time. Rev. Robert F. Bundy presented the plans. Mrs. Bundy was the
teacher for 17 kindergarten students. The students' parents voted to buy insurance
for the children in case a child was injured while at kindergarten. to buy needed
supplies. and to pay the kindergarten teacher's salary. The kindergarten paid $15
toward cleaning the church. The kindergarten class had its graduation night on
May 26. 1970. Following graduation it was decided that kindergarten was not to
continue in the church.

The Official Board voted and approved for the church treasurer to purchase
choir music in August. 1969. At the same meeting it was approved for the
replacement of the sanctuary roof which began on October 20. 1969. The speakers
on the church steeple that had been installed in the 1940's in connection with the
church chimes were to be removed.

The Council on Ministry began functioning in the church for the first time in
January. 1970. This council met in August of each year to plan the church program
for the coming year. The Offtcial Board met soon after to approve or to disapprove
the council's church program.



The Council on Ministries in 1971 requested each work area chairperson to
have a copy of the "Interpreter." The magazine was to be used as a helper in
planning the church program.

The District Superintendent informed each church in the conference to be
responsible for paying the pastor and his family's insurance. The Administrative
Board accepted this obligation.

The United Methodist Women in the nineteen-seventies began to install the
officers at the first Sunday morning worship service in January. This service of
recognition of officers' installation has continued into the nineteen-nineties.

One Sunday School class planned a weekend retreat in the summer of 1971. It
was the first time any project like that had ever been undertaken. The retreat was
well planned and was a success.

Reverend G. L. Kinley read a letter about pornographic literature. He asked that
everyone sign the letter to express disapproval of pornography and to encourage
the Legislators to pass laws against it. The letter was passed so that the names on
there would show our disapproval and it was returned to the Committee of Social
Concerns and mailed to the State Legislature.

The Commission of Education decided to give the Sunday School classrooms a
new look. Some classrooms bought new curtains. and others bought new chairs.
The men's classroom built a small closet to hang raincoats. and chairs were placed
in there for special meetings. All the classrooms looked pretty and different.

On January 23. 1972. a gift was given to the church to be used to help air-condi-
tion the Methodist church building. A committee was appointed to investigate the
possibility of air-conditioning the church and the cost of this project. They were to
report at the next meeting.

At the next Board meeting a report was given on the zone area plan for air
conditioning. Zone # 1 air condition the sanctuary: Zone #2 air condition Sunday
School rooms: Zone #3 Fellowship Hall and Sunday School rooms downstairs; Zone
#4 Sunday School rooms upstairs. After much discussion. a motion was made to
give the contract to Ormond and Keen. The air conditioning committee was to
work out the Ilnancial part of this project with Ormond and Keen for approval.

Reverend Ben F. Potter replaced Reverend Grady Kinley in June. 1972.
Reverend Potter reported that he would be in his office from 9:00 a.m. until 12:30
p.m. from Tuesday through Saturday. He stated he would like to have a "free day" on
Monday which was approved. The Pastoral Relations Committee said that the pastor
had a two week vacation at his discretion.

Plans were made for Homecoming in September. 1972. A motion was made and
seconded that Reverend Potter preach the Homecoming sermon since this was his
first year at Princeton Methodist Church.

Pictures were made of the Sunday School children on Mother's Day in 1973 and
given to their mothers. One picture with all the children together was framed and
hung in the Fellowship Hall.

During 1973 the church tried some new and creative ways to do things. Once a
week during the summer. the children came to church for a story hour. In the fall.
they put on a program about some things that they had learned.

The average attendance at morning worship has declined gradually during 1974.
The minister pointed out the need to have a more direct ministry to the
community. The two sources of community-church relationships were the three



Scout troops the church members sponsored and the Bloodmobile. Pastor Ben
Potter related that the church membership offer a well-rounded program for all
ages. The church remained strong in the area of stewardship. The congregation
responds the new projects and special offerings. Most all of the organizations of the
church were functioning well. The recent revival made a real contribution to the
spiritual life of individuals and the whole church. There were four young men who
joined the church and were from the pastor's membership class. The attempt to
update and correct the membership rolls made us aware of some deaths. and also
gave us information about non-resident members.

Reverend John Roberts replaced Reverend Ben Potter in 1975. Reverend
Roberts and his wife. Dot Roberts. have two children. a daughter named Lori and a
son. Dr. John M. Roberts. Jr. Only Lori was livingwith them at that time.

A motion was made and approved that the Friendly Bible Sunday School Class's
name be changed to the Lois Braswell Class. A letter signed by the class members
was presented to the Board and was approved. The installation of a door plaque was
left to the class. Mrs. Lois Braswell had taught a Sunday School class for forty years.

The need for a front stoop extending over the entrance was installed after an
assigned architect assured the church committee that it could be done by using
steel covered with wood. A stoop was built for the side door entrance. A circular
stained glass insertion was designed and placed in the center of both stoops. These
stained glass pieces were made and donated by a church member.

A new program was organized in the church. It was that the fourth Sunday night
worship service would be conducted by a different Sunday School class. The Begin-
ners were our first participators for March.' 1976. The next month. the Henry
Fitzgerald Class held the service. A schedule was made for these fourth Sunday
night worship services. The other Sunday School classes who also had their names
added to the list to participate were as follows: The Young Married and CollegeAge
Class. MPYoung Class. LoisBraswell Class. and Men's Bible Class.

The UMYF raised $425 for world hunger through the Starvation Program in
1976. The youth went without food for twenty-four hours in order to raise money
from the ones who sponsored them to combat world hunger.

In January. 1976. the pastor asked the OfficialBoard for funds to purchase some
tapes to be used in the ministry for the shut-ins and others: this would allow them
the privilege of hearing the worship service. It was approved. Two tape recorders
were donated to the church. A motion was passed to give $50 to be used to buy
tapes for the ministry. A church member was appointed to take the tape recorder
and tapes to the shut-ins. Fifteen shut-ins used the tapes during the first three
weeks of taped ministry.

The United Methodist Men were reorganized in February. 1976. and were offi-
cially organized on May 18. 1976. and the UMWprepared the meal for this service.

In March. 1976. central air conditioning was installed in the parsonage. The
Education Building was air-conditioned also. A motion was made that a committee
be appointed to obtain pledges to be used for this project.

It was reported that a dropped ceiling needed to be put in after the air condi-
tioning was installed in the Education Building. The air conditioning committee
suggested that a new 3-year pledge plan would be necessary to pay for the air con-
ditioning. The plan was voted on and passed for the church.

The pastor in 1976 requested the need for someone to work on secretarial du-
ties one day a week or the equivalent and be paid accordingly. It was voted and
passed. The first secretary was selected and the working conditions were flexible



for the minister and the secretary. A postal permit was purchased for use after
January 1. 1977.

A meeting was held by the Official Board on September 19. 1976. to borrow
$6.000 to pay for the air conditioning. The short term loan held a mortgage on the
church property as security. The motion was made. seconded and passed.

A Local Concerns Fund was established to be used to meet the needs of persons
who might come by and need aid. This fund was established by using $200 given by
a memorial fund donor. This money was sent to be used at the discretion of the
church. It would be administered by the Chairperson of the Administrative Board.
the Pastor. Church Lay Leader. Chairperson of Missions. and Chairperson of Social
Concerns and Health and Welfare Representative.

The Council on Ministries planned the Christmas activities for Christmas in
November. 1977. The choir gave a Christmas Cantata. A special communion service
was held on Christmas Eve for the first time. On December 21. the youth and
children gave a Christmas program. Santa Claus came with toys for the little
children. A committee planned the refreshments. The UMYF put the candy in the
bags and decorated the tree in the Fellowship Hall. Youth and children drew names
and exchanged gifts.

On June 1. 1978. the Official Board announced that the air conditioning debt
was paid. The three church window air conditioners were removed and sold at a
later date by the Trustees.

The members were more aware of the need to give systematically in order to
submit the pledges for charge conference on a regular monthly basis. As a result.
the church was able to pay its flnancial obligations on time with money left over for
other expenses. Rev. Roberts related that many members had expressed their
awareness of the importance of unity and togetherness in carrying out the
programs of the church.

Handrails had been purchased and installed at the Fellowship Hall entrance. A
new Story and Clark piano was given to the church as a memorial gift December.
1976.

The UMYF participated in various church activities. In the fall of 1976. the
UMYF attended the Youth Rally at Duke and remained for the football game. A few
months later the UMYF met at the church and went to the Colonial Rest Home to
conduct the Sunday morning 9 o'clock worship service. They returned home to
take part in the two local services in their church.

The UMYF sponsored a bike-a-thon for World Hunger. Twenty-seven partici-
pated in a 20-mile ride. There was $430 pledged and donated in 1977.

A report was given by Reverend Roberts in 1978 which stated the church
members experienced a wonderful spirit of close fellowship and togetherness. The
members had a good positive attitude toward the work of the church.

The Church School attendance remained about the same and Vacation Bible
School was held in June. 1978. Both groups of the United Methodist Youth
Fellowship met weekly with good attendance. The Youth Choir sang at Sunday
morning worship once each month in the 1970's and into 1990's. The Futrettes.
Grades 4. 5. and 6. had a choir which was a great contribution to the worship
service.

A Senior .Citizeris' Banquet was held during the 1970's and 1980's in their
honor. Everyone always seemed to enj oy the banquet. The church also honored the
graduating high school seniors from the church members with a banquet in May ~



which has continued on into the 1990's.

Youth Encounter Weekend was an event which all of the youth were encouraged
to attend. It was held on April 20-22. 1979. The youth, found the event most
inspirational.

The church members have experienced three Lay Witness Missions in the
1980's in which a team of lay persons came to the church to share their faith in
Christ. These teams shared what Jesus Christ had done in their lives and what He
continues to do. The first Lay Witness Mission was held January 18-20. 1980. and
that week-end experience was fruitful: then a second Lay Witness Mission was held
a week-end in May. 1985. A third mission encounter was March 18-20. 1988.
These missions were designed to be a church-wide "family affair."

The second Sunday in January. 1980. was "Womenin the Pulpit." The members
of the United Methodist Women assisted in the service. This service. "Women in
the Pulpit Sunday." has continued to be on the church calendar.

The Methodist Men had two special annual breakfast meetings in which the
men featured a boys' breakfast for their March meeting and for their May meeting.
a boy or a girl breakfast. In January the club sponsored an annual Ladies' Night at a
restaurant for a fellowship meal.

The Chairman of Trustees in January. 1980. suggested some energy-saving
recommendations as the following: carpet entire sanctuary in a color to match pew
cushions: upholster the pulpit chairs to match the carpet: lower sanctuary ceiling
with three and one-half inches insulation: install heater for Men's Sunday School
room: paint the sanctuary: and install plexiglass on outside of the stained glass
windows. This project cost $8.000 and was approved.

On May 4. 1980. the church members worshipped in the renovated sanctuary.
The UMYFsponsored a spaghetti supper to raise money for the renovation of the
church sanctuary. The Joy Sunday School Class had a yard sale on the church
grounds as their project.

The College and Young Married Class changed the name of their Sunday School
class to the "Joy" (Just Older Youth Class) in 1979. Later the members of the Joy
Class joined others in organizing L. J. Worthington Sunday School Class in 1982.
This class was named in memory of Mr. L. J. Worthington. a church member and
the former Princeton High School principal. Another Sunday School class was
organized for the college students. the young single adults: and the young married
couples in the 1980's. This class was named the Seekers.

On the church calendar the members always observed Lent. Lent is a period of
forty days set aside by the universal church as a period of repentance for spiritual
preparation for Easter. It begins on Ash Wednesday. the traditional day of
repentance. and continues until Easter. The Methodists have observed Lent in
various sacrificial ways. A Lent Folder was used in which coins were put in the coin
slot holders but on March 9. 1980. "Handful of Rice" offering bags were distributed
to the members. This bag was placed on the table at mealtime and a member of the
family was to put a sacrificial gift of money into the bag. This daily practice was to
continue throughout the Lenten Season and then the members brought their
"Handful of Rice" bags to the church on Easter Sunday morning worship hour.
These special significant gifts were added to the One Great Hour of Sharing
offering.

In the 1940's. One Great Hour of Sharing was observed by every local United
Methodist Church. This special Lenten Offering provided a way for the members to
respond with compassion to cries for help from hungry. homeless. and hopeless
people.



On Sunday. March 16. 1980. United Methodists joined with other Protestant
and Orthodox denominations in an outpouring of gifts to the One Great Hour of
Sharing and thereby extended loving hands to persons in need all around the globe.

United Methodist gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing provided an important
source of support for the work of the United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR), which celebrated 40 years of service in 1980. The gifts have touched
millions of lives through UMCOR's ministries of relief. rehabilitation. refugee reset-
tlement. and renewal of life.

Palm Sunday is an annual observance worship service in the church which is a
special day as the Holy Week begins. The Maundy Thursday is not an annual service
in our church but it was observed for the first time and for several times in the
1980's which was celebrated with a communion service when observed.

Easter Morning Sunrise Service at the Princeton Cemetery began a decade or so
ago in the church life. The Princeton United Methodist Church has joined other
neighboring participating churches in this event. These churches were: Princeton
Missionary Baptist. Princeton Church of God. Princeton Church of God of Prophecy.
Rains Crossroads Free Will Baptist. Grace Independent Baptist. and Oakland
Friends. These churches vary in their participation from one year to another. The
sermon was preached by one of the pastors from the participating churches and
the choirs from the various churches rendered special music for the occasion. If
bad weather prevented an outside service at the Princeton Cemetery. the service
was rendered at either the Princeton Missionary Baptist Church or at the Princeton
United Methodist Church. The service is concluded by either the Princeton
Missionary Baptist Church or the Princeton United Methodist Church serving
coffee and doughnuts.

Prior to the 1980's. there were two prayer groups, one meeting Wednesday
evenings and the other at 6:00 a.m. at a local restaurant. Later Rev. Roberts
organized a Wednesday morning prayer group for those who do not like to go out at
night. This prayer group no longer met after the death of a member who had been
providing transportation to the church for many of the members.

In the 1980's, the insurance investigator notified the representative that the
church needed three fire extinguishers which were purchased from the general
fund.

The pastor made a motion that the church-purchase-two card tables and- covers
for use at quarterly or charge conference and board meetings. etc. so two members
were appointed to purchase these items.

The church earlier owned a share in the Princeton Recreation Park so that the
ministers' family might use the family swimming pool. Later. the share was sold for
$120. because some of the ministers and their families were not using the pool.

The Pastor-Parish Relations Chairman suggested that a John Roberts and Family
Appreciation Sunday be held on August 30. 1981. at the church. This was to be an
expression of our appreciation for having Reverend Roberts and his family with us
for seven years.



About two hundred attended the service with approximately forty being special
guests which included members of Reverend and Mrs. Roberts' families. There was
a representative from each of Reverend Roberts' four previous charges that he has
served since going into the ministry in 1961.

The program had favorite songs of the Roberts family including "Say Amen.
Preacher John." which was written and sung by a church member especially for the
occasion. Different ones made brief talks. Pins and gifts were presented to the
Roberts from the church family.

Reverend John Milton Roberts who is from the Johnston and Wayne County
area. was married to the former Dorothy "Dot" Coley from the Stantonsburg area
where they both graduated from Eureka High School. They are the parents of Lori.
a 1961 graduate of Princeton High School. and Dr. John M. Roberts. Jr. Dr. Roberts
and his wife. Sharon. live in Clinton. North Carolina where Dr. Roberts is the head
of the Women's Clinic.

Lunch was served in the Fellowship Hall. The flowers on the altar were
presented to the glory of God and in honor of the pastor and family. Pastor Roberts
has ministered devotedly and faithfully to the membership and to the community.
He has gone willingly the extra mile. The church has grown spiritually and in
membership under his leadership.

The church bought a cabinet in which to store church music in 1982. Our
Chancel Choir joined the Princeton Baptist Church Choir for a Christmas Cantata in
1982 and both choirs have worked together from time to time.

Also in 1982. the UMM built the ramp beside the church and painted the Fel-
lowship Hall and other areas of the church. Handrails were added to the ramp. The
UMWput curtains in the Fellowship Hall and in the church kitchen.

During the month of March. 1982. the pastor's study was refurnished and reno-
vations completed with new furniture. book shelves and cabinets. etc. A member
donated $2400 or whatever the final cost was. The room that had been the Men's
Sunday School classroom became the pastor's study; the Men's Classroom in 1982
was no longer needed because of death of the members.

When the Official Board met in September. 1981. the pastor challenged the
congregation to make one visit to an unchurched family. A visitation program was
started and became one of the keys to our church's growth. The first and third
Monday nights in each month have been designated as visitation nights. Everyone
visiting is to go by the church to get a visitation assignment card and then make a
visit on behalf of the church.

During the early 1980's. the church participated in another visitation program.
On the first Sunday in Lent. the unchurched names were placed on the altar and
the pastor invited members to come forward and take a name. During Holy Week.
the participants visited those persons they have been praying for and invited them
to the church. This was not just another attempt to get new names or to increase
the attendance. but it was an intensive effort to show friends and neighbors that
Princeton United Methodist Church cared about people and that God hears and
answers prayers.

A free will offering was taken up to help the children of a Vietnamese refugee's
family that has settled in Goldsboro. North Carolina. Their parents were killed in
Vietnam.

The first church historian was appointed and approved by the Administrative
Board in April. 1981.



The contract to replace the roof in the Education Building was awarded to
Wayne Roofing Co. of Goldsboro. North Carolina. The work began in August. 1983.
and the cost was approximately $4400.

The Chairperson on Social Concerns reported to the Official Board at the Octo-
ber. 1983. meeting that there was no money appropriated for social concerns
needs but there should be a fund set aside for this purpose. This fund would be to
help the needed within a five mile radius of Princeton by paying $50 for rent or
fuel. or if medicine or groceries were needed. the money was paid to the business.
If transients came to us for help. they were sent to a restaurant for a meal and gas
given for their car. This Social Concerns Fund got its money through a Christmas
Eve offering and possibly a free-will offering at the regular communion service. It
was agreed to establish this fund.

The church had fellowship suppers honoring senior members of the church
three or four times each year during the 1980's. but later was changed not
honoring any group.

The formation of a new Bible Study Group was one of the goals for 1983. The
group met on Tuesday. January 18, at 10:00 a.m. for the purpose of organizing.
These meetings were held in the homes of the members. Those participating were
blessed through the study and Christian fellowship. This Bible Study Group did not
last only for a few weeks because majority of the members showed no interest.

A permanent Christmas Tree for the Fellowship Hall was bought for the church
so that we would be ready for Christmas programs for December. 1983. The church
bought the lights and other needed tree decorations. The annual Christmas pro-
gram was on December 21. 1983. The Commission on Education was in charge of
Santa Claus. fruit bags. gifts for the nursery. and the drawing of names in the Sun-
day School classes through the twelve grades. The MYF decorated the tree. A
committee was appointed to help the youth and children give a Christmas program.
This procedure for Christmas celebrations was followed similarly each year.

,

Watch Night Service was observed the last night of the year. The youth began
this night with games and refreshments. The adults joined the youth for the last
part of the service. The New Year offers the old world a new life.

College Student Day was observed the first Sunday following the Christmas wor-
ship service Sunday each year.

Sunday. February 26, 1984, was designated as Choir Recognition Day when all
the choirs, the directors, organists, and pianists were recognized. On this day, the
congregation celebrated One Great Day of Singing when favorite Methodtst hymns
were sung. A committee was appointed to plan the service. At the close of the
service, gifts were given to ones with the musical recognition.

Since 1984 was the bicentennial celebration, the District Superintendent re-
quested that our pastor have a committee elected in 1983 for the Bicentennial of
the Methodist Church to serve for two years.

The UMYF conducted the evening worship service on Sunday. April 1, 1984.
The youth had made banners representing the twelve disciples: each youth told the
story of the disciple that he was depicting. These banners are still displayed in the
Fellowship Hall.

The church raised $880 in special offerings for tornado victims in spring, 1984.
which occurred in the surrounding area.

Trustees were authorized to repave the area in front of the church in October.
1984. Handrails were installed at the front entrance steps.



·METHODISM-
..- . .

FOR TWO
CENTURIES

PROCLAIMING
Grace

and
Freedom't

The year. 1984. was not just another year for the church. It was the
Bicentennial of Methodism in the United States. It was the bicentennial of the
organizationoLthe Methodist Episcopal Church in America. This church was the·:
first church to be organized as a denomination on the soil of North America. All-
other denominations had been imported from Europe to this country. To be sure.
the Methodist movement came out of Europe. It had started with John and Charles
Wesley in England in 1739. However. in that country it did not become a church.

To commemorate the Christmas Conference of 1784. the church conducted a
Glory to God Candlelight Communion Service on Sunday night. December 23.
1984. at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. The service concluded with the lighting of
candles. Hearts were open and love permeated the air as members carried the light
from lighted candles outside the church to the world. The congregation sang "Joy
to the World."

On May 27. 1984. the Princeton United Methodist Church celebrated the Bi-
centennial with a "Great Day of Methodist Singing." The Sunday morning service
was held outdoors under the oak trees and included the congregation. individuals.
and groups singing the hymns of Charles Wesley. Everyone attending was encour-
aged to dress in "old timey" clothes and to bring a picnic lunch which was served
in the Fellowship Hall. This service continued on the outside of the church under
the oak trees for a few years. but now "The Great Day of Singing" is observed inside
the church sanctuary with a spread of picnic foods served in the Fellowship Hall
following the singing service.



OLD FASHIONED 200TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

This was the 200th year of Methodism in this country and celebrating it on Sunday. May 27.
1984. were members of the Princeton United Methodist Church. Many of the parishioners were
attired in the traditional clothing of their ancestors who began the denomination in the South.
The service was directed by the pastor. Rev. John Roberts. This picture was taken from the
Princeton Leader. May 30. 1984.

During some of the months in 1984. a Sunday School class or a group or an in-
dividual would take a few minutes of the morning church worship hour and tell
"The Way It Was" ... Historical Sket.ches in Methodist History.

In 1984. each church in the North Carolina Methodist Conference was to have a
banner and. at the N.C. Annual Conference while in session in June. 1984. all
churches in the North Carolina Conference had banners displayed there. These
banners told the history of each church represented at the conference.

The banner told the church history. beginning in 1855 when the members were
first organized into Methodism as the Boon Hill Church and then the Princeton
Methodist Church in 1984.



At the October 16, 1984, the UMW General Meeting it was decided to ask the
women in the church to make Chrismon ornaments. The goal was to have each
family in the church to make one ornament.

The first Chrismon Tree, which was in the sanctuary, was decorated and the
symbols explained at the Sunday night service, December 2, 1984. This service
conducted by the United Methodist Women portrays the drama of redemption
through Chrismons which symbolized Christ.

Chrismon Tree decorations are made in white or combinations of gold and
white. White is the liturgical color for Christmas and refers to our Lord's purity and
perfection. Gold refers to His Majesty and Glory. Lights on the tree mean a universal
symbol for truth and knowledge and for good. The tree is a live tree. This tree is
saved for Easter worship service where a bare cross is made from the trunk of the
Chrismon Tree as a reminder of events occurring at the time of the Crucifixion of
Christ.

One of the highlights of the church year was preparing the church for Advent.
The first Advent wreath was placed in the sanctuary on December, 1984. The
entire Advent wreath was rich in symbolism. Advent begins on the Sunday nearest
November 30 to include the four Sundays before Christmas Day. The Advent wreath
reminds the congregation of the hope in the day when peace and joy are in the
members' hearts as everyone thinks about Jesus and all that He did. At the
Candlelight Communion Service, the fifth candle, the Christ Candle, is lighted.

Reverend Roberts began the first Christmas Eve Communion Service for the
church. The members have responded with good attendance. This service was
always reverent and uplifting. The pulpit was decorated for the morning Christmas
worship service by members bringing a poinsettia to the church.

The United Methodist Women Christmas meeting was held in December, 1984,
in the Fellowship Hall. Leona Holt Circle members were honored guests with gifts
from the two other circles.

The men of the church have two annual fishing trips to Atlantic Beach. When
they have a good catch in fishing, there is a church-wide fish fry on Monday night.

The format of Vacation Bible School has changed. In the past. Vacation Bible
School was planned only for the children. The 1980's have found the members
having Vacation Bible School for adults. youth. and children for night sessions. A
meal was prepared and served at the church prior to the study program during
Vacation Bible School each night.

The Administrative Board has set a new date for the 1986 Homecoming--
September 28--a change from the second Sunday to the fourth Sunday in Septem-
ber.

Our church each year joined other area United Methodist Churches for mission
studies and for Bible study on one of the books of the Bible.

There was no date given in the church records when the Leona Holt Circle was
organized, but from their minutes. the Leona Holt Circle met for their last meeting
in June, 1986. since most of their members were deceased. Circle Two was
organized in January 28, 1944. Circle Two split and from this division the Lennie
Watson Circle was organized in 1956 and the Tillie Sponenberg Circle in 1960.
There was a fourth circle formed in 1961 called the Agnes Fitzgerald Circle. In
1969. there were fewer members and the Sponenberg-Watson Circles merged. The
Betsy Sugg Circle organized in June, 1986.



J. L. Hood

Two new megaphones to be used with the new sound system were given as a gift
to the church on May 1. 1989.

A split rail fence on the west side of the church property was given as a gift in
May. 1989.

The pastor's wife. Dorothy nicknamed "Dot." came with her husband to minister
at the church in 1975. Dot had a heart condition before coming here which
continued to bother her. She attended church and all activities as long as she was
able. She expired on November 11. 1989. The following article was a memorial to
Dot taken from the 1990 N. C. Conference Journal on page 269. written by Rev. J.
L. Hood.

1926 - 1989

DOROTHY LEE COLEY ROBERTS

Dorothy Coley Roberts was born January 9, 1926 in Wayne County, NC, daughter of
James William and Dida Minshew Coley. Following several years of declining health, she
died at Johnston Memorial Hospitalon November 11, 1989. Funeral services were held
at Princeton UMC on November 13 with the ReverendsJ. Paul Edwards, J. Malloy Owen,
and Jean L. Hood. Interment was at Wayne M~morial Park, Goldsboro.

Dorothy was married to John Milton Roberts on December 24, 1945. They lived in
Goldsboro until 1961, when John received his call to the ministry. Together they served
faithfully, Harrells Charge, Salemburg, Faison, Stedman, and Princeton churches. Sur-
viving in addition to her husband are two children, Dr. John M. Roberts, Jr. of Clinton,
Lori Roberts Temple of Fayetteville, and a granddaughter, Amber Lee Temple of Fayet- .
teville.

The Psalmist wrote, 'our mouth was filled with laughter and our tongue with shouts
of joy. The Lord has done great things with us." To all who knew Dot, she brought a uni-
que joy to their lives.Always saying something that would bring laughter to those around
her was a great attribute of hers. She seemed to have had more than her share of tragedy,
not only in her family, but a long and lingering illness in her own life. But, even with these
adversities, she was able to use her style of 'off the cuff" humor to break the tenseness
and bring moments of laughter to all. Her commitment to her family, church and Lord
was with her whole heart. She would tease about having to move out of her home into a
parsonage, but down deep she was extremely proud of her husband and the opportunity
to serve the Lord with him. The Psalmist says, 'The Lord laughs in heaven." He just may
be laughing with Dot. She was dedicated to her husband, her children, and her Lord, and
she was a woman of great laughter, much as the proverbial woman of the Scriptures,
'Strength and dignity are her clothing, she laughs at the time to come. And her family did
rise up and call her blessed.

One can only give thanks to God for Dorothy Roberts passing our way to enrich our
lives and to help make the burdens of life a little easier. For her love and life, "We praise
God from whom all blessings flow'.



Beginning in the 1980's and into the 1990's. the pastor accompanied by either
the UMM. the UMW. the UMYF. or one of the Sunday School classes conducts a
Sunday night church worship service once a month as well as conducting a worship
service on one Monday night at the prison in Wilson's Mills. N. C. They also
participate in worship service at Johnston Memorial Nursing Home. Colonial Rest
Home. and Britthaven Nursing Home. From time to time. one of the choirs was
included in these worship services. The women of the church are responsible for
refreshments on prison ministry nights. From time to time. the Sunday night
church service has been a program of Gospel singing by such a group as 'The King's
Messengers. "

In the 1980's. the UMYF has been very active. They have continued a program
for World Hunger and attending Duke Youth Rally Day. Also they have gone to a
ballgame in Atlanta. taken ski trips. been bell ringers with United Methodist Men
at Piggly Wiggly and IGA. gone Christmas caroling. collected for UNICEF. had a float
in the Princeton Christmas parade. prepared church bulletin boards. and
participated in the Youth Choir. The United Methodist Youth Fellowship provide a
vital ministry to the church and to the community.

November is every member commitment month in the church. In the past the
church members have used different types of programs to secure pledges to
underwrite the budget. In 1980. the Committee on Finance decided to use the
Circuit Rider Plan which has been successful and used ever since.

The North Carolina Conference was endeavoring to raise $8.000.000 in
commitments over the next three years for the Capital Fund Campaign and this
campaign began on January 1, 1989. The money was divided equally between
church extension and camping. Each church in the conference was given a quota
for this campaign drive.

Smithfield Area Ministries has appealed for the church to help in keeping the
Food Closet stocked for the needy in the area. There are two ways for helping--one
can make a cash contribution to Smithfield Area Ministries or one may bring
weekly donations of non-perishable foods to the church and contribute it to the
closet. The church makes an annual contribution to Contact. a caring ministry of
listening and counseling. Since 1972. Contact of Johnston County has offered a 24-
hour telephone ministry.

A new choir was organized. The Inspiration Singers. in February. 1987. It was
made up of members from the L. J. Worthington and the Seekers Sunday School
classes. Besides this choir. our church has four other choirs. Chancel Choir. Men's
Choir. MYF Choir. and Children's Choir.

On February 21. 1988. the Administrative Board voted to purchase a new sound
system for the church. and it was approved at a cost of $5.000. The Inspiration
Singers sponsored a spaghetti dinner on May 24. 1988. The proceeds helped to re-
tire a portion of debt incurred by the purchase of the new sound system.

The Tiffany Sunday School Class was named in June. 1989. in memory of Tiffany
Lynn Peedin. This class was for the two and one-half to the five-year-olds. This
class replaced the one earlier called Nursery Two.

Friendship Sunday began in April. 1989 and was designated for one Sunday
Worship Service. Each one was to invite a friend to be their guest at morning
worship hour.

Two new light fixtures on the front of the church were given as a gift to the
church in May. 1989.



Books have been given to the Church Library as a memorial or as a gift.

The following memorials or gifts were given in the 1980's.

--In July. 1989. a memorial was received from N. C. Union National Bank to
purchase a 1V and VCR.

--A memorial was made as a gift for the church from J. J. Haines and Company.
---A video. Noah's Ark. was given to the church as a memorial gift.
--Three children's videos have been given as a memorial gift.
--Pew Bibles were given as a memorial gift to the church.
--Microwave oven was given as a memorial gift.
--The Administration Board approved the addition of a porch and a gas cooking

grill outside the kitchen door in 1986.
--A Bunn Pour-o-Matic Coffeemaker was given as a memorial.
--The Administrative Board approved the purchase of a Mita Du-1522 copier on
August 2. 1987.

--Scholarship Fund was given for Princeton youth in 1988 as a memorial.

Other memorials or donations that had been given to the church before the
nineteen eighties were as follows:

--Two collection plates
--Two urns with greenry
--Communion set
--Two candle lighters with snuffers in September. 1977
--Two lamps for organ and piano in September. 1977
--Cokesbury Hymnals given as gifts to Christ on His birthday in December. 1955
--Choir room refurbished in 1972
--Kneeling cushions for the altar in 1974
--Children choir robes in 1974
--Plaque given in 1969 for a deceased church member
--Piano in sanctuary in 1969 ,
--Pulpit furniture upholstered and pulpit carpet replaced
--File cabinet in 1981 to preserve historical church records and books.
--Partial payment on audio system in 1969
--Cassette storage cabinet.

The church won the attendance plaque at the Goldsboro District Lay Rally at Mt.
Olive College on February 11, 1990. This was the tenth consecutive year the church
had won for churches in the 201-300 membership category. There were 73
members in attendance which was the largest number present from any church in
the district in February. 1990. There are three permanent attendance plaques
displayed in the church as a result of the ninth consecutive win on February 19.
1989.

The Methodists National Convention in 1984 voted to revise their 1964 Hymnal.
The church had orders for 193 hymnals. The purchasers were given books in
memory or in honor of loved ones. The dedication of these hymnals was held
March 11. 1990. This hymnal is our first United Methodist Hymnal replacing the
Book of Hymns published prior to the merger of the Methodist and the Evangelical
Brethren church which took place in 1968.

In the past the church had a sporadic. unnamed newsletter. but in the 1970's.
the newsletter. "The Princeton Visitor." began coming out regularly once a month.

With God's blessings and guidance. may the members of the Princeton United
Methodist Church always know Christ and His redeeming love and render service
to all in need in the name of Jesus Christ. The Princeton United Methodist Church



is rich in the heritage of the love and the labor of many persons who trust in God
and have sown faithfully. The church has been very blessed in having good
ministers in its span of history who have worked with the members in loyalty and
devotion. May the members always remember that "where 'there is no vision, the
people perish." (Proverbs 29: 18)

Ministers Who Have Served Here
Name of Pastor
John Tillett
Paul C. Carraway
Clarendom M. Pepper
William E. Pell
Lemon Shell
John R. Brooks
Carson Parker
John Buie
L. S. Burkhead
Joseph Wheeler
T. Page Rickard
Alex R. Raven
William H. Moore
J. E. Thompson
J. T. Smoot
J. W. Wheeler
R. M. Brown
P. L. Hermon
J. T. Finlayson
M. C. Thomas
J. C. Hartsell
B. B. Culbreth
G. B. Perry
Solomon Pool
P. L. Herman
W. L. Puckett
E. C. Glenn
Solomon Pool
W. J. 1\villey
W. J. Crowson
A. L. Ormond
J. W. Jenkins
K. D. Holmes
R. H. Whitaker
A. L. Ormond
W. H. Pucket
J. M. Daniel
M. W. Dargon

Term Served
1854
1855-1856
1857
1858
1859
1860
1861-1862
1861
1863-1864
1865-1866
1867
1868-1869
1870
1871-1873
1874-1875
1876 -
1877-1878
1879-1880
1880
1881-1882
1883
1884
1885
1886-1888
1889-1890
1891-1893
1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900-1901
1902-1905
1906-1907
1908
1909-1912
1913

District or Circuit
Smithfield Circuit
Smithfield Circuit
Smithfield Circuit
Smithfield Circuit
Smithfield Circuit
Smithfield Circuit
Smithfield Circuit
Smithfield Circuit

In 1864 New Bern District
New Bern District
New Bern District
New Bern District

Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District



J. M. Wright
C. A. Jones
E. C. Durham
J. G. Johnson
W. G. Farrar
G. B. Perry
J. D. Stott
C. A. Turner, Jr.

H. G. Ruark
W. C. Merritt
J. K. Ormond
J. W. Bradley
N. C. Yearley
W. J. Watson
W. K. Bouknight
J. E. Sponenberg
R. H. Caudill
J. W. Dimmette
L. J. Bridgers
S. E. Landers
J. R. Blue
E. M. Rhiner
R. F. Bundy
G. L. Kinley
B. F. Potter, Jr.
J. M. Roberts

1914-1916
1916-1917
1917-1918
1918-1919
1920-1923
1923-1928
1928-1930
1930-1932
1932-1936
1936-1937
1937-1938
1938-1942
1942-1943
1943-1946
1946-1946
1946-1951
1951-1953
1953-1955
1955-1957
1957-1959
1959-1963
1963-1966
1966-1970
1970-1972
1972-1975
1975-1992

Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District
Raleigh District

In 1952 Goldsboro District
Goldsboro District
Goldsboro District
Goldsboro District
Goldsboro District
Goldsboro District
Goldsboro District
Goldsboro District
Goldsboro District
Goldsboro District



Deed One - Church Property

The Following Are Deeds
For The Church Property





Deed Two - Smithfield Circuit Parsonage

The Christmas Conference on December 24. 1784. at LovelyLane Chapel in Bal-
timore. Maryland lasted for ten days. The inhabited part of America was divided
into sections called "circuits." A preacher was assigned a territory where he served
as evangelist. pastor. organizer. and builder. There might have been as many as
twenty-five preaching places on a circuit which required as much as four weeks to
complete. The circuit rider was usually single and his salary was $64 a year. no
more. He traveled on horseback along the wagon trails of the wilderness. carrying
his few clothes. a Bible. a hymnal. and pamphlets in saddle pockets. He preached
in log cabins. brush arbors. at camp meetings. and in rude chapels. The Methodists
did not wait for a congregation to gather and then call a preacher. Instead the
preacher went on an extended circuit and hoped he would gather congregations
along the way. These preachers were called circuit riders because they traveled on
horseback.

Today preachers assigned to Methodist churches are still circuit riders; how-
ever. the only difference is that the automobile has replaced the horse of the pio-
neer saddlebags as Christian gospel messengers.

There is a marker on 200 block of North Second Street in Smithfield. North
Carolina for the Smithfield Circuit Parsonage built about 1866 which was the first
established parsonage. The following deed gives the description of the first parson-
age:





Deed Three - Second Parsonage

_______ r_r --+-'59
~'IIu..a•••'~~"••o.a~·~----------- +-+- _

Begining at a stake corner J.M. Oliver lot on First south street and runs with the
line of the said J.M.Oliver lot S. 34.55 W. 150 feet tc the line of Edith J.Woodard,
thence with her line S. 55.5 E. 75 feet to' a stake, thence N. 34.5 E. 150 feet to
First South St., thence ·N. 55.5 W.-with said street 75 feet to the begining, contain
ing 1/4 aer-e more or+Le ss ,

Trust Clause.
"In trust, that such premises shall be held., ke pt, , maintained, and disposed of, as a
place of' re sidence for the use and ocupane y of the preachers of the Methodi st EPiSCO!
pal Church, South, who may from time to time be appointed in said place; subJect to
the usage and disciplie of sa Id Church, as from' time to time '~authorized and
declaired by the general conference of said Church, and by the annual conference wit .-,
in whose bounds the said premises are situated."
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~~.u~t?~;~tJb.'!;J:;~te;;:.,~1~li%ttin~~1,1~:i~[{~~~~r~~::.~:~~i~~~
---··--··--:-:)-s.~-r;;/7j'·if~·7;;·'-··~--}"·-~/{--n'~Z-r~D(~ssJgl~7tS:-&-~-O~I~ ~e .~~,b~hoor:~

,!:nq tbe"'d~"''' :~~<r ..+•.v..t~/)~-·q::u.·L-..-..·:L..Jr.}; 'f4._.._r -.;:t~J<i---.:~.. R'" "-'T-~-' fo~~~_eL,-~---

dIN/II.. 'LjfiD~ ••• j •.• t d d r , '1 .,'". ~IJ'~,-- ':'/ .. ;r.Q,---,...,.••. -t-A "'" J-.~yt."7VZ1tl , ,L.._....S:1:~P'~1 'txccuoraan 11.IDlnlsttators, covcnent., ..wit 18alOl_:..-_-:..~..:..L_W.T.Rddl_. ~._.~t_.._~ .._.~/ ...c•.l._._ ..__. ._
", .:~-rJ.- ;r;u/~ ~ .. D AIl_ ~..fl".A ~ d asai h~ -«,-t~. d Laaid . . r..L.-_ ••.•.•_.:::~.!.-.!.:......., ..~~ .....:._._.._..v.......:"~..........-~..J..": ••• _.~ •••• •• II~U1jan asslgos, tna .;:.,. .. ..IJr::.. .":;;;-r;eue 0 tial premises In ee,

and ha ....•.:t.t.igbt to convey in fee simple j that the same are Iree and clear from all encumbrances, and tba . o._. .__ .._.__ ..__ hereby forever

warrant end will forever defend the said title to the e:ame 8.!;llinst the claims ol all perSOns wbomeocvcr. . ._. __ . . _

..._--_ .... _-_ •.. _ ..._ ..... __ ..... _ .._ .._----_._._---_._._-_._ .... __ ._-_.__ ._._._-_._------------------

STATE ~K01ttB C.-\l\OL~~HNSTOS 5.9UNT'iC:Z1_ .:
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me this day and ae knowledged the due execution or the annexed Deed of Conveyence : an~_._.__ .._.._.._. __ ._. __ ._._._._ ...__ ._. _
lJtlDg b) e,e prive tclv examinedBepEtr.,llteand apart from her eaid husb4..D..d.,touching her voluntary execujion of the same, doth state~8he Signed the same
reel) and ,..oluntanl), withoutfear or/compulsion of her said husband or ::1ft) otr;cr person, and that she dotb"Btlll volunt.arily assent thereto q

Witnessm) hand and private seal, this __ .L_Y-__day of . . -~~':-::"--==--""i\"- r-vr- ••~ , A D 19/._-1-
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Deed Four - Third Parsonage

North Carolina __ Iohnston Coul).ty
TIllS DEED, made this 2bth day oC October

G F Brown and wife , Bessie H Brown

{f)LU/~4&
A. D. 19-.23_ by _

of Johnston County and .tatA! Qf North Carolina of the first port. to B P Woodard, Graham Holt,
C R Gurley, Thel Rains and H M Fitzgerald. Trustees of Princeton Methodist Church
of Johnston County and .tat. of North Carolina of the •eeond part:
WITNESSETlI, That sald G F Brown and wife, Bessie H Brown

in eonstderatlcn of Ten ($10.00) Dollars and other valuable considerations -1:)o1talT-
to them paid by parties 01' the second part

~e r~e~t ~f WS~aA"r~~'ffr'lf~lI.o,;IYP8i4 ~~ Yl'JF.i~1,""tlfi'll'1: ~Ilft;ihl'i"rid'rfr"~·#l'CZgef~fa ,baw,~ts eg~~n'b 'iP"Winc eton

~ an-:i.~ik':.~,l."c~rt~\~'t1i'JI br ~!~.I ~?IiMin"Yo'il~i~g<&.tDty, State of North Carolina, adjoining the lands of _

____________________________________ .and others. and bounded as follows. viz.:

BEGINNING at an iron stake in the south property line of Seoond Street in
the Town of Princeton, N C; Baid Btake being the corner between Lots NOB 10 and
11 1n Block "A" of the D E McKinnie Property as recorded in Book Z-12, page 204,
Registry of Johnston County; and Baid stake also being N 55* 05' W 200 feet from
the northeaBt corner of Lot No 7 in said Division. measured along the South pro-
perty line of Second Street; the line runs thence S 34* 55' W 100 feet to an iron
stake. a new corner; thence N 55* 05' W 100 feet to an iron stake in the East
property line of Walnut Street; thence as the property line of Walnut Street, N
34* $5' E 100 feet to the intersection of the East property line of Walnut Street
and the South property 11ne of Second Street; thence aB the property line of
Second Street,S 55* 05' E 100 feet to the point of beginning, and behg a
portion of Lots Nos.ll and 12 1n Block "A" of the DE McKinnie Division, plat
of which is recorded in Book Z-12, page 204, Registry of JohnBton County;

And being a portion of the lots conveyed to Bessie Howell Brown and husband,
G F Brown, by R F Howell and wife, Ellen Howell. by deed dated August 19, 1941,
and recorded in Book 425, page 439, Registry of Johnston County.

($1.65 Revenue Stamps.)

B 19 U~~D Te~%tll. t~I'd'f~?S~ ifal1u"ff~9'el <lf~~f' I'fAl\11 p};i,';~e~~,J8nrl appurtenances thereto belonging to the •• id
F1t!'l~_!"llel, 4>1"1:l~"ee~ of Ff1lieetoli rledlOdbt ClIa[~T1~'iMAtll~"rt'3,J~£orsonlyu.e.ndbehooffor •• er.

Ana the .aid G F iWo',,,, ~Rd Hire, Bessie II Bps',,,,
!or-tlle.In....- seL-Y.e...3.. and tbe1 r heirs, executors and administrators. covenant __ with said _

parttes 0 f the second part and the1 r S1JcceS90~ and aaaizns. thatthey ar~eized g{ Mid premises in fee and
hJ{en;'ight to convey in fee simple; that the same are free and clear from .11 encumbrance a. and that hey do__ hereby
forever warrant and will forever defend the said title to the same against the claims of 811persons whomsoever _

IN TESTAMONY WHERElOF. tho said<LJG"-J:.F-.JB:ur.:lO.LWIl!l.ll-"a.I.nll.d'--'wlLl-l.l.f.Ee'---_&tle.s.s-"S..ll.£e~HLBl:1rr1Jo,~WDlIL_
h~ hereunto set their hand......J!and seaU- the day and year first above written.

--':Go--:F.--.:Bro:=:,:WIl.::.:.,,,-- (Seal)
-'Be=s"'B"-i=-e=-...,H"--"Bro='-'wn= (Seal)
_____________ (Se81)
______________ (Se81)
______________ (Seal)

(Senl)

STATE OF NORTI! CAROLlNA-John.ton County
I. Clerk of Superior Court. hereby certify t hct, _

nnd • his wife. personally appeare-d before me thi~ da v and acknowledged the due execution
of the annexed Dpp-i of Conve y ance : and the said bei ng by me privately examined. separate and apart
frnm her !'JRiri hu .•hn nd. touc hinz her voluntnr y execution of the sa me. doth s tn te thn t !'Jhp, slR:ned the !'lAmp freely and vnluntarilv. with •.
out Iea r nr cnmpII)"lon of he r said husband or any other per son. And that she doth s till as sc nt theretn. Let the instrument. with this
ce rtificnt e. hI> rpC!'I~!pr"ri.

Wltne!'l!'J my hn nd , t hls dRY oC • 1\. D. 1':'1 _
Clerk Superior Court

STATE Or' Nr>IlTIl ,'AIlOLINA Coom r
I. Notary Public. do nf>r,.·H· cprury that

"nd _ , his wife. ppr"onAily appeared before rne thl" da v a nd ar k nowledzed the due executlon
of the annexed ",.po ,,( Conve yance : and the said bpln!::" by m" nrrva t ety examined. separate and Apart
from her :oaHI hU"f.nn1. touehtng her voluntar-y execution 0( ~h" ""mp. dnth s tn te that !'Ihp ~'t!n,,,j !hp .!'I.1m" freely and voluntarily. with-
out fear or comr-ul .•ron of he r !!IRici husband or any other pe r'eon. a nd t hnt !'Ihe doth s till ':nillnt.lrdv as aent thereto.

Witne!'J."I my hn ru! nnd Not nrra! Seal. thi! da y of__ A. D. 1~ _
My comrmsaion c xprres

(N.P. Seal)
N. P.

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA Johnston Cou nt y
I. Wil11am n McKeel Notary Public. do hereby certify that, -=---:-c::7-c-..-""""'c:-:---:-:------------

G F BroWIl and &s3ie H Br-own
hi.!l wife. peraonntly a ppenred before me thill day and acknowledged the due execution o( the annexed Deed of Conveyance,
WiIn ess my hRnd and Notari~~.~~16Pis the 2bth day of OctQ.Der A. D. 19JL

My commcs.,on upores / 5 William R McKeel N.P. (S.al)

STATF: OF NORTH CAROLlNA-Johruoton County
Th'1,c0rE~oinK eert ifieate of William R McKeel • -H P of
Jo ns 0 n County, State of North Carolina, is adjudged to be correct. Let the inatrurnent. ,.ith the certificate be reg latered.
Witn.,. my hand, this 4 day of Noyember . A. D. 19~

Lee W Minshew, pep Clerk Superior Court

f'.',-,.\ ~.:~ ",'.'~"~'.~,. O~. ~" 4 . ~.~.o.~,tlQ,{~Ill.~L--.t~_6.3.-.at 11: O~kcll)C~" and reg iatered in tho offie.
. F' !'J~ ..... '-.'r "



Sources of Informatton
1. Waynesborough - Smithfield Conference Circuit of North Carolina 1854-1886

2. Sunday School Record Books

3. Brief Church Sketches in Undated Loose Church Records

4. Quarterly Conference Record Books, Pastor's Reports and Other Church Records

5. N.C. Christian Advocates

6. Church Newsletters

7. N.C. Conference Journals

8. A Brief History of Fellowship Church

9. A Brief History of Centenary Methodist Church 1839-1956

10. Records in Register of Deeds Office from Johnston County Courthouse, North
Carolina

11. Princeton United Methodist Church Directory - Methodist Bicentennial 1784-1984

12. Directory of Princeton United Methodist Church in 1989

13. Methodist Bicentennial 1784-1984 Plan Book by Boyd E. Wagner

14. Church Bulletins

15. Information Given by Present Members and Friends of Our Church

16. The Smithfield Herald Editions

17. Historical Data - - - Methodism in America
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