
A BRIEF HISTORY OF
PINE VALLEY UNlTED METHODIST CHURCH

On February 1, 1961, the late BlsnopPaul N. Garber appointedRev. F. Belton Joyner, Jr" to organize a MetboOlst oongregation in.
the growing Pine Valley Estates area. The Rev. J. E. Ga~11ngton wasSuperintendent ot the Wilmington l>1strict then.

Bringing his family to Wilmington to embark upon his new duties.
Rev. Joyner served his charge diligently. The first members re re.-
oeived on September 10, 1961; and on Deoember 31 ot that year, the
membership roU of charter members waS closed with 46 persons.

The first worship service was h6ld in the home of Mr. and Mrs.
E. E. Cr!$ert 1640 Rebert E. tGe Drive.! attended bf 12. During the
quarterly cont'erenee or the church in 5eptelnber 1901, our church wasaligned with the Oleander Church to become the Oleanaer-Pine Vall'",Chattge.A our attendance grew, worship services were held at tbe
Oleander ethodlst Church until tbe Pine Valley bu11dtng was com-
pleted. The Rev. Clyde S. Bogg was Superintendent ot the Wilm1ngton
ll1 trlct at that t1l11Et .•

Grou.nd breaking for the new cnureh as on June 11, 1961t very
incicat:1ve tbat tbe ube11et .•.ln-aot1ontt wa,in the hearts of those1nterested in a. Pine Val.ley church. Rev, Joyner' $ S&·l"mQn fo~ the
first serv10e 111the new building on November " 1961" was ··In theBeginning", text John 1ll-14. Eigbty-five 'persons at'tended this
servioe.

As th, years pa sedt our churoh continued to grow by 111eaps and
bound 11 in mel1lberSh1P,l ...attendance. new prQgramst andchuroh aotivi-
ties. In September 1';108, construction as started for the add1tion
ot tour new olassro·oms and a restroom, In June 1969. th.e new Edu-
cational i\111d1ng Was f'lnished and a oonseoration servlcG was held
with Rev. Clyde MoCarver delivering the message.

Our churoh continued to grow and became a station church, leaving
the joint charg wlth 01 anaer in 1910. Two Sunday morning servicesbad been required tor many months tn order to seat the la.rge number
ot r gular war h1pers.

Plans were Grawn and in 1972, bonds were sold to finance the
building of a laJlge new sanctuary with a seating capacity of approxi-
mately 31;., GroWld breaking for the new sanctuary wason June 3.
1973, andlts oonsttuot1on was oo,mp1eted in October 1974 witb tbe
tlrstser\t1ce belng held in the beautiful neVi sa.notuary on October
20. A eon aeration servioe was held at 11:00 A. M. on'DeQember 8,
1974.
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Our church membership had grown to 479 by mid-November, 1974.In March 1975, a new church parking lot was completed to accommodate
our membership. In December 1975, Mr. Bruce Camerondonated oneacre or land in 'back of our Church adjoining our church property for
parking and a playground ••

As ot January 1, 1982t our membership has expanded to 623. Ouractivities 1ncluds.two actlve circles tor our United Metbodist women,
a Methodist en's Club, Methodist Youth FellowshiP. Altar Guild,Sharing Groups, Junior and Senior ChOirs, Shekinah Singers, etc.Homecoming is celebrated the third Sunday in October or each year.

Since its inception, Pine Valley United Methodist Church has
been served by the following pastors, assigned the North Carolina
Conference, each of whom has made his own unique contribution to ourchurch.

Rev.Rev.Rev.Rev.
Rev.Rev.

F. Belton Joyner, Jr ••••••••••• 1961 -
Lee A. Phillips •••••••••••••.••• 1965 -
Alvis J. Morris ••.lit ••••.•••••••• 1967 -
Lovell R. Al1ls •••••••••••••••• 1974 •
Paul B.Scott, Jr •••.•••••••••.•••1977 •.Dr. Billy F. Seate ••••••••••••• 1982 -
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'rbi. tory ot Pine Valley tbodist Churchwas compiled from records
and lnf tion I to ed thither and yon. It covers t period ir the b
ginning of'the organization of the congregation to the date of this writing.

Since there wa no previoua History written, to :q knowledge, dates,
reoords, growth, and vario happenings of th Churehhave been s cur d from
reliabl souroes, and I feel sure are very ccurate.

At this point I would11k to expres~ .sinc e g..- titud and appreciation
to the Rev. F. Belton Joyner, Jr., the v. LeeA. Phillips, officer. and
Charter m tab re of the Church for their h 1p. Needle to say, without
thir cooperation, it would have been impoeiDle to compile this five year
History into one paper.

As reo Ddation, l' I uggest that a complete l' ar~ Histor,y of
the Churchoe kept by the tii. torian, beginrdng with the Con! reno yearJ
and nd.ing with e en Confero y ar.

/ <' / /1;~t-!J-<-V1--£ ~ // ~ 6- <- /" ""'-_

'Vir lnia- olkman
Historian, Pine v 116y Methodist Church
196,5 - 1966
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Following is a. chronogica1 report of th org niz tion, de lopmnt, and
progr as of t Pine Valley ethodi t Church,writt.en to tn best of m::t ability
from the information and records t t J. bad ace ,s tos

1/"" UARYIt 1.961..•the Rev.• , .•Belton Joyner, Jr .•, was appointed by BishOpPaul
fie GarGer 0 organiza a Methodist congregation in Pine Valley Estates. Bringing
hi familJr to Wilmingtonto embark uponhis newduties, they first r sided in a
rented house at 2018 Pender venue, then in Jul¥ of 1961 they 11l0ved into the par-
. onag at 110 RidgewayDri • Diligently r' ng this wilm1ne-,1ionc ge, h w
a Vi ry int gra1 p t in the organization of t e church and served re for four
year and five onths. hi work 1n ilmington will live far, far into the future.

)'EB -: 21, 1961...At t wilmingtonDistrict l<.lethodist• n.8 Rally, thou ht
were pl med a to the po s1bility 01: a new church in Pine Valley, and uponroll
call, the ideal! wereconfil"medby a ood repr sentation.

MARCHlh, 1961.. he first iS5l.1eof .,COrIt4TER the Churchpublication) was print-
ed, even under tb advers conditions of no congregation and no equipmnt.

A out thi t , till no offici 1 congregation, inter st d persons nd pot-
en ial Pin Vall '1 ethodi t·, beg n Bible tudy . oup. in home. hi tarted
tne vhe 18 turning, slowly but sur ly, to the official org nimation of a. Pine
Valley Method' t Church.

financial support ot the initi 1 proJeot was from the disoretionary fund
of the District Sllperlntendent, the Rev. J .E. Garlington, supplemented.by a
$300 gift from a true and interested Wilmington!n.

~l 11, 1961 - T d ad line for b1d sUbm1ttd on the proposedb ilding,
sketch s h&vingbeen made arlier by rank I. llard, architect,. Ahe con-
tract v IS giv n to A.G. Carter, Jr., of ~,hit vill •

J~ 11, 1961 .• Ju t one monthafter a bid va accepted on the construction of
the proposed bu11ding, the GroundBreakingServices were held, • ry 1ndicati
that the "beli f-in-action" was in the hearts of tnose1.ntereeted in a Pine
Valley Church. Morethan 50 happyand enthusiastic persona witnessed as the
Rev. A. P. Hill, Jr., pa tor of Wesley&morial Church, turned the first spad •
In addition to. t' Rev. .' Iton oyn r, Jr, ot erB taking turns with the
shov 1 w re the eVeRussell Herri on, Pastor of G~ace hurch and the Rev. •
R. tavans, pastor of c rinity Church.

JU 14, ),9.61.• Actual ecnstruction s begun on tne building to nou the
co eg tion of Pine Valley ~ethod1 t Church.

JUNE,1961'" At the annual Conferenceheld in Durham,Pi Valley was joined
with Oleander, with the Rev.•F. Belton Joyner, Jr., 'being appointed to this
two-church charg for another year.

JUlJ' 2 , 1961'" he .first meeting of the YoungPeople wa held at t e homeof
DonBullard" and' diately becam very entt.i iaetic" a well a very acti
in tb programof the church. This was tne nucleus of th present M.Y.Fer•

SEPTE! 16, 1961'" ven though the ea.nctuarywar; incomplete, and detthe workmen' tool, and coglomeration of materials, a general meetingwas
heleS,at which time th District Superintendent, the Rev. ClydeS. Boggs,
madea motion that the Pine Valley Church'be declared into existence ani
open her doors to receive members. Thi~teenmemberswere received into tr~
church memberhip on this date.
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SEPT~. 24, 1961 •• The first regular erviee of WOl"s11pwa neld at 'tine home
of Mr. &: Mrs. E.E. Criser, with approximately 12 persons in attend nee, Later
t regular worship services w re held t Oleander until the completion of the
newbuilding, witb the attendance and membership growing.

S 'Eli' ER 21, 1261 - The official organization meeting was !leld with l~. l"rench
Lewis eieCtGd . chairman of the official Board, 11 cti va tewar were l'rr.
Hubert ffolcomband Mr. Carlton Herring. 'lru tees were Mr. DonBullard, chair-
man, Mr. urics addel1, Jr., and • Garlton herring, Lay Lead r, 111'. Don
Bullard J Church School Superintendent, l'lr. Cecil Turner j and trs surer, ~ • O.
T. Hall, Jr.

OCTOBERl7,1961 - 4he first meeting of the official Board held at the parson-
age, at which tim Mrs. C.H. Bolton was eleeted 5ecretQry.

OVEI>1BER " 1961 - A "red-letter" day in the Pine valley i thodist Church.
tlie fir t service of worship held in the new and beautiful building, accomp·
li hed through the untiring e£forte, faitn, loyalty, and devotion of n::I int-
ere ted persons. It baeem the tenth athodist Church in Wilmington. he
lack of 'II J borrowed chairs, tc. did not hamper the services or the pI as-
ure of the congregation in the least.

~he sanctuary o£ thi first building i designed for a sting 0 pacity
of about 200 people) a balco~ for the choir, a kitch n complete with rang ,
refrigeratC>r, bot water heater, and cabinet ga.lore. 'the land and building
are valued t 36,500. nd furn! hing at $3,000.

For th fir t service, the Oleander Choir supplied the music, and after
this the church formed it own choir under the ~eadersh1p of i1r. Jo;yner. rom
th non, tb Choir been a vital part of the Church and bas given willful~
of ti and en rtr¥.

DECEMB'. 14, 19.2.! ... About 40 adults and 30 children enjoyed ushering in the
holiday fa t1vitia in the form of the Church' firat Christmas supper.

DECEMBER31, 1961 .•. 'fni date was selected by th official board ~s th clos-
ing date of Ch~~'e membership with 46 charter member on roll. 4m.rty-one

I- 0
were tran fers 10 other Methodist churches, six from other denominations,
and n1 were received. on profession of faith.

Also having a plae of distinction, this was the date of the first
capti m in the new church.

FEBRUARY,1962- The M.Y.F. ub-d1strict met at Pine Valley for the first
time.

JUNE4 - 8, 1962 - First Vac tion Church School h Id under 1.h leader hip of
Mrs. Carlton Bolton, with an a.verage daily attendance of 20 youngsters.

JUNE, 1962 - By Annual Conference time the cburch was growing by leaps and.
bounds in embership, attendance, new progr.ams, and church activitie. All
signs point d to the intere t and need of '. 8 suburban church. Mar:w gifts
from various OUTCGe enhantted the beauty of the church and ground , in addi-
tion to th convenience and usefulness they.afforded. (a record of g:Lfts
is kept in the church.)
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J .301 1962 -The fir t, dding c r ol'\Y P rfoJ:'mlitd in tenure •

AUUS!, 1962- T Alt Guild d with the fir t chair
II. Carlton - r1 •

OCTO S, 1962 - Layin 0
velo cont inin ny it

14 ;9oJ .. Four eolyte w e 0 .n and trained tor ernee•

•

ir t pr aohing
ruemiborshi'ph in-
to out of own chure
hureh d liver d t

..

Club a tart d and imtilediat q eo
matnber. Althoug 1 t J. e1 i, of yetti e

y important part of th c oh.
church grou s, and a ati in ~h PI" otion of re-

mmaoe:rship, both adult and youth. r-..r. Don Bullard lect-

OCTOBER,1963 •.•A new c e lfEl ad d to th Cihurch School.
a t nd&nee and inte~e~t, it proved to b dire e.

ith th

~EP'rh.MB!fJl, 1264 - h . oment boci ty of Chri tian 5ervice o!:!~r d to purcn ~e n
org n to replaee the pi no that. had be n bought vh n the enurch door war:f t
opened. 'n Dffer w s gr etully coept.ed.
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NOVEJ.'1BER,,l96h ... he seeend preaching mission was held with the Rev. lI~allaceK1r»y, pastor of Divine Street Methodist Church, of Dunn, a the guest minister.
hi service \QS great succ v.
_DE~C~'=~1;;;;k~"i:ol9;;...64_·•.'.,,'" ishop Paul • Garber presented. the church congr g tion
with check for 15,,000, as a girt of the wren Dollar" Club.

At thi t1 new organ (gift of t e .S.C.S.) pe led out for tne first
t e. 'Lhe entire congreg tion, including the pa tor, was all smiles nd happi-
n r diated over the entir are.

JAliUJiliY2 1965 ..•The be inning of tnis year snowed a ootab! incre se . n ehurcn
attendance with bout an av rage of 72 persons each unday.
?WiC!;!, 19~2...Pi vall y ~nurch 1Iding won for its architectural firm tl:.e
Randolph E. l)uA.ont design program a'Ward.

JU I 1965 •..At nnual Confer .nee th ev, F. Belton Joyner" Jr., wbo nad erved
thi congre ation for th pa t four years nd five months, was ppolnted to ht.
Bet el ~. thodi t Ctureh in 8 • hrougn heartache andaw' ness of the 10 8;
the congregation w e very grateful for hie contributions to tilis church and
happy to see him climb the ladder of promotion.

he second p tor, tne Rev. e A. Phillips, wa warmly welcomed nd
as urad of the cooperation and devotion of the congregation.

the Rev. l: • Joyner' stay in the Pin V 1le1' Churohwill long b l'
ered and cherished by 0 t of t e member. In hi service here, he received
into the church over 100 members and had 33 capt1 .8. de wa very instrumental
in the organization of this new church and saw it. grow from a memberShip ot h6
charter :r.lE~mbersto an active membership of I13{ of the endin of th confer-
ane year), ith 18 b ir~ r moved y transfer. ~he Church cnool increased to
an a.ver ge att ndance or 75 cn S nday (almost douule), tn budget increased
from $4450 in 1961 to 7500 in 1965, and the Church indebtness dwindled to
19,852 ( at.the end of the 196$ conference year.)

An interestl note h l' i t act that during d 4 years and.5 onths
service to the Pine Va.lley Dhurca, no 'eatns are recorded among tne meriberh1p,
however, he did officiat at te burial of two :lnf'ants.

The Rev. lee A. hillip Ca."Il.6 to the Pine Valley- Ole nder en te from
F ir Bluff. rli. fir t rmon here W<-~ on June 27, 1965. a umed nis dutia
a veteran, with enthusiam, vitality, and new idea for the advancement of
thi" church. Immediately he and his family were NOT trangars, but oeloved
co-~orkers for the pro e nd betterment of t e Pine Valley Church and con-
gregation. ~hrough their dedication and th oooperation of the increa ing and
aoti member·hip, a. shining light of growth i1' een for this cr.•urea,

IJs M t'is date plans are in the final stage for an addition to the pre-
sent building to increase faeilitie for Church 6chool space .• a nursery,educa-
tional programs and all pha e of church program •



During his rie! f'ervice her, reo 1 d 25 nvw member into th
caurch,wltn e ord 0 reel °ng w m ach Sund y for the fir t thre
Mont I e was p tor of tlle ine 'valley nur-ch, ·hi Ls the leading r cord of
tne ntir W1 ington Vi-striot in th new membr . category. Slnc June, 1965
three m mber na been r loved by transfer. The c urch now has 136 ember.

r s, Phillip is organist for the church and to as an active part in all
chure ctivitles.

t
th eons nsua of opinion t.•at

o t reeogniz d nd ctiv

o "ard-worki n pa tor have gitim t ri t to f 1 prou~,
leel en of ~ecompli8 nt, and a w art d attsf et10n to h
part in the progre , etivity, and rviee to our Savior in this enuren,
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