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In Memory and Honor

of

Past and Present Members

of

Newland Methodist Church

All of whom have, by their faith
in God, their Christian deeds and
their individual support, contributed
to the growth of Christianity and
have es~ablished and maintained
Newland Methodist Church, to the
glory of God, for almost two
hundred years. '



This booklet is a brief history of Newland
Hethodist Church beginning in 1791 to the present.
It is based on facts and ideas researched from
various records.

I hope to have a more complete history
written for the 200th Birthday of our church
in 1991. Incluq~din.;th:i;'sbodkwill be such
information as old membership lists, miscel-
laneous church photos, information on and
pictures of our church families, etc.

I wish to thank all of you for your
interest and support of_this history project.
Special thanks to all those who helped, by
giving Lnformat Lon and hi.st.ori.caL records and
to those who made the booklet itself. This
is a result of the combined efforts of so many
members and other interested people that the
credit should be shared by all.

If there are any correc tIo'ns, ·que~Hons or
any Lnfo rmat Lcn that sh6illd be added or changed,
please "Le t me"knm;''__..". -.

. } "{;

J,,~ura~harber Parker.
liistorian
0c:tober, L984
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The History of Newland Methodist Church

, , " ,The history of Newland Methodist Church begins
in 1791'a5 recorde-d in Deed BookM, page S9,:
(Pa5quotank County Courthouse):,

r-:

, .". flThis Lndent.ur e made this' 21st day of April,
," 1791 by and between Rencher Spence, S-amueL,forehand,
, ;" ( David Forehand, John Woodand James Sp.errce, of the

one part ,and Lrrdi e Williams of -the other part,
witness,ed, that in consideratio.n of' Fdf t.een, Dollars,
I the said Lodwick Williams •••• .do f i rml.y-give ••••
and by these presents do •••• grant •••• unto ~he
aforesaid Rencher Spence, Samuel Forehand, David
'Fc:irehanc1,John Woodand .Jame s Spence, a certain
par ceL'o f land containing one acre, be it more or
lessi beginning at a cyp~ess bush, running up a
tittle va l l ey-: to a pine bush j , tbeg t:ow~r:ds a pine
$tump, then down the 'Swamp to a cypre::;s qlfsh, then
along the saLdrSwamp- to the s ta tioned cypress bush.
To have and to hold the said bargained land, all
other titles and benefits ,forever (for the use of
the Methodist Society for a Meeti~g House'). Also,
T. the said Lodwick Williams, do •••• defend all rites

'. ' . 'a'nciti tLes •• ';,.forever •••• Ltbeing f or ..the;,use above
rh'enti'drted, forever as wi t.nes s my hand and seal
thfs 21st day of April, 1791."

. . ,~

S~gned {~ Pt~se~ce of:,
Timothy Burnham
Tamer Avy

By this deed, we know that there was an interest
in Methodism and a Methodist Society in Newland even
before 1791, We assume these early members held
their worship service in various homes until a
"Meeting House" was built sometime around 1.79~.
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The Methodist religion may have been introduced
to this area through a "Camp Meeting", which was an
outdoor revival type service, usually lasting for
several days. A plot of land would be cleared, if
necessary, to serve as the meeting place and trees
that were cut down would be made ,intp benches, for
those ra t.tendfrigcanda tall plat.form was -budLt for the
speaker (usually a "Circuit Riding,Preacher"). Thus
the word of God and the ideas of this "new" religion
were spread quickly and enthusia{ltically, wherever
a Camp Meeting was held.': ',"'

-.
"

, ,Through research o{ se~eral: deeds"written in
the.-ear.Ly 1800's , w~tcari ass,ume'that,thj.spiece of

.:land described in,be~d Book M,page 89, was, the site
,9~ the Newland MethodistMeet:~ngHou~e from 1791
through 1886 • Today this old .churcl; sd teis "located

'in(tne wood s; ac ross from the present Nt. ::Carmel
:Church.! .:; :'.:~

.. '

" The ol.destideed found,which proves the existence
of a Hethodlst Church in this area i,s,recorded in
Pasquotank County Deeq Book,Q."pag~,8l, dat.ed:
,16 Marth 1801. ~•• ". ~••a 'certain lot situated near
,the Methodist: Meeting House , ~~. i. Also Deed Book Q,
page 273, dateci~17March·i804, describes 'land on
,t!southwestsidecif Pasquotank River ••••near the
Newiand,~eetirig ,Ho1Jse••••"

In "\rolti~e'IIofitThe J~urnal~n~ 'Le~ters of
Francis Asbury", he writes, "20 March l801. •••1eaving
Gates County ••••" "21 March 1801. •••We came to
Newland Creek, 22 miles and 10<;1gedat James Spence's ••
••myself very unwell but God enabl.edme to speak ••••
We came to M'Brides •••••• Though Asbury does not
mention where he p reacbed.whf.Led n this area, we
know that the Newland Methodist Meeting House did
exrst 'at that time as proven in Deed Book Q, page 81,
as mentioned above ~"h " ,
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The circumstances of the conclusion of .wor shfp
in 'the Meeting House on this .f Lr s t site isunknown~

'. -bu t by'1886' theNewlaridt1ethodistsfeit· the need for
anew buf l.dfng in which to worship and a better

C' 'Loca tiorL So in 1886; Dr. Wilson Spence vl'emp La ,
sold 3~ acres of land to the trustees on which to
build a new church.

L-' .

(Deed Book' 8~ page 292 - Pasquo tank County )
(Recorded 10' February 18~7)
"This indenture made this 29th day oLDecember,

f886,between .Dr ,' W.S. Temple,~.!.of the first part
ana D. A.Sawyer, W~C~ Foster" J. L. -Sherbar,
M. S.'Sawyer; and W. s. Temple, t.rus tee s .in'-trust ••••
wi tries se thvtha t ••••in consideration of the. Rumof

,', 'one: dollai- to Dr. W.' S;.'Temple in hand p.~id •••• doth
" give •• '••unto them•••• and their successor trustees ••••
a certain •••• piece of land situate •• ~.in •••• Paaquo-
t.!irlkcounty and butted as follows •••• Commencing at
the Mill Stream Bridge on the Upriver road; .t.hence
down said road to the'Newland:road thence up said
'road to 'the Whitney lead ditch,. thence xlownsa Ld
ddtch to tneMill' St ream, thence down sa Ld .s t.r eam to
placeofbeginning,contai'ning 3~ acres, more .or
less, together with a l l , ••• houses, woods, w.aters,
ways,priv~ledges •• ~.,thereunto belonging to •••• above

<mentioned ••• '.pfec·e of .Land ••• :o-thatthey (the .t.rus t.ee s )
shall erect. ... thereon a house iof worspip for' the,
.use of the~members' of the Metho.di'st~ Episcopal Church
Sou-th', according' toihe' rules and discipl:ine which
f rom; time >to time may be agreed upon and adop.t ed by
the minister's ••• ~of the sa'ld church at their general
conferences and in further,~rust_ ••• tb~t;~hey shall,
at all times~forever, ~•• '.perrrii t '.such:mi.n~~te~.$" ~,",'
to:'preach:~:.;~G6d' ~(Holy' Wqrd" theFein,. •. And th~,said
Dr.'W.S. 'I'empLe , byt:hes,e t:lresents"warr~nt and. "
forever defend the ••• :described •••• piece of land ••••

Wilson S. Temple
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This church (which wasthe>first built on-:the:
present si te)was a one-croom bu'ilding,' surrounded
by large trees~ 'It'had a steeple atop a high-
pitched roof and the front double door was "crowned"
by a fan-shaped glass window. The center aisle
lead from the front door 't8-' ~hea:i tar with simple
pews on each side .''''' ': '

: .'.~.': :J '. :i.'·: .

Dedication services for' this new church 'were ' , '-
held 16 January-'1887 byRev •. L' W. ,WhflleYiwhd"
may have -been-a: PtesiditigEldei:< ',i.'l; ,:1:)'1>:,;c.

";:j~ ... :[r ... : ;"; ";~~""'f •.~'~;:;r; '~'.~'-:',:

As rhevyear s passed, the '~hlirch'wasi.'~in-'::~ueh -x-L:
need of-repair that the membersfeltit·was!.'dme:'£d···'
build a newer, 'more "modern'L'church i :'At tne'-:-> .. "
Quar t.er Ly+Confe'rence Meeting'held 15 Ma:y il913;:'Rev~ii-,'-"
A. \01. Pric'i;!"riiimed a "coIIirtli£tee -ori bui Lddng the -ehurdh ..:':
at this pl ace r , '~."Onthis committee were: William:;"~ oJ"~

Nelson Brothers (Nels),Ethe1bert Beasley Granger-;'"
(Thel) , 'Wil1iam- Pr Lt.chard Williams (Bill Prfkh);· " ,
John Gehue Sharber, 'Leonidas RobertSawyet (Lee),"
Job NelsonWilliams;:-William Able Foster (Bill)',' ; ,>
Joe Jame~'Brothed,':l:ind William 'James Williams (Jimh .:,
At the'Qo~t:terlY::Conferenceon 18 February->1916,T<'-u
Rev. E._L.Stack, made a "motion we go a tvcnce to", j

build ai' new church •••• " 'And he then appointed :, ;;" .j

William Abl~'Fostet, Joe- James Brothers, William-' t'-i~'"

James Wi-iliams'r and himself (Rev. Stack) to draw up'n1:.J;,
plans f6r-;8 new -'church fo r the 1913 committee t.o-': <>
app rove i" .After seve ra l.' months oCp1aiming, i-t was 'L-< ..
decided_ to' bui Ld our new church by the same pLans"
as Old Tr13.p Church in Camden County. (Old 'Trap- "
Church has .sLnce been des t rcyed by fLre ,') ,_.;; .':

:: • I...! .. "

In: August, 1916, the old white church on the
hill, was torn down. Job and Jim Williams bought
some of the old boards and the fan-shaped window
which were used to build a barn.
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The lumber used to build the present Newland Church
came from Job Williams' saw mill. The original
church building consisted of the sanctuary and the
four rooms across the front of the church, which
were u§~d a~ the vestibule and three classrooms •.,
These classrqoms were divided by a largecl.lrtain.
Ther e was a. chimney' in therc ent er of the sane t.uary
and a wood stove OIl both sides of the ·room.

In 1949 an addition was built on the back of
the church, wh~<::h Lnc l.uded the Ladies Classroom" .
the.Nu~sery,the KindeFgarten Classroom and·two
bathroom:?.,; Also, in' tha t' same year, the sanctuary"
was replast;ered and painted, andthechoiI':toft was
built •. white siding and a slate roofwereadda-d;
also. ,

In. 1950 two oii Jidrrters were·plilt in
sanc tuary .and . two.ch'i~~eys were buil t on
thus dC?~~g:frwaYwith the old wood stoves
chimneYA~~_Eh~'cept~r. t;lf' the room.

. .'. . ~ .

.;

the
the outside,
and the.

Ip i9S'8, the altar furniture was refinished,.
hardw09d floors' were-laid and carpet put down in
theai$ies~' Also', ne'W'pews and: a Conn .organ were
bought. On November 30 of that year a spec i aI. .
Dedication Servf ce wasthe Ld by thePastQJ;:,Rev.W. F.
~edlin .and former Pastdr, Rev. Key 'r.;tylor,foJ; these
1958 improvements •

. In 1965, the kitchen, social hall,. and one
classroom were built and in 1980 the sanctuary was
renova t.ed ;.

" since 1916 there have been many changes and
imprdvements and memorials given to beautify our,
"qhur.(~h and make thf s+budLddng a wonderful place to
.w;;'ship' 'and' serve' the Lord on Sundays and throughout
the week 'as th~members attend. various church
ac t.Lv i tLe s ,.' -7-



Ministers of, '
Newland Methodist Church

(This list of ministers wa;>,.~~piedfrom McBiTclei
Mother In Methodism" by Her shay E.'Spence~'We _
have no record,0L the\early ministers' but 'this" is a.;
list of those who served in this area, which ~es ' '
published in 1892..by nr.: P. A." Petersoti 'of the
Virginia Conference.) , , ,~
1791 - Jesse Rl cha rdson 1814: ". Thomas Cooper

Thorn'as'Easter, ..: ".;~':'~Wi~1i~1lIi'tfy-att

1792 - ~~~~:~mD~~!~e~.", 18.F~,i~,!~::1~iF~~·~:!'~e,
1793 - Benj. Blanton." ,-iS16' - ;C:S:.JMooriilg, .:

t .~ -~, .:.! ,,~:, .. ' . . _ .

AnthOny Siene , -: . SamWi11s
1794 - Joel Tucker 1817 - John F : Brame '

William Wilkinson 1818 - David Browder.
1795 - Edward Hardy',.: 1819 - W. H. Starr
i796:;" Wnliam wells "18,20: :j", jpakin Lane
1797 James Rogers 1821 '-'Allen Ormond
1798 - John Bonner. 1822 - Hoses Brock
1799 - William Brittain 1823 ~ Jacob Hill

Jaltl~S'Gi~Nartin. 1~24-25 Benton Field
1800 - Jo~.eph(RiriJffiell 1826 - Semuel=Har re l l
1801 -, ~,~rerniah King" 1827 - Thomas Garrard
1802 -James Smith, .s .; 1828 '- Simeon Norman
1~03'~,~atharriel Walker 1829- 'Thomas V• Webb,
1804- C. s. Mooring. 1830 - .Jona'than WUliams

\t:. Atwood 1831 - Simeon Norman '
1805 - C. S.Mo()ring Abner Waddell
",' ,Laniel"RO's~; -" 1832 - George A. Bain

1806 -:'~;ii'ii~mJStew~rdH. Kelly
E,ichard Lattimore 1833 - J. Goodman"

18.07. -:'";fC}WE;S Jennings J. Williams
180.8 -;Beni~De';;£\:ney': , 1834-35 Alfred Norman

"JohnEarly' , 1,836";' W.E. Pe lI:
1809, - Robert Thompson ,',1837-38 Ceorge N. Kasad e

William Mutphy 1839 - George W. Langhorne
1810 - Humphrey Wood J. L.RheP'

Jacob Hill 1840 - Robert Scott "
1841 - James M. Lewis

1811 - Joshua Lawrence 1842 _ Humphrey Billups
Henry Holmes 1843 - A. H. Steward

1812 _ Henry Holmes 1844 1
1813 - William Elliott -8- Wil ic~ ~. Kane



Ninisters of Newland Methodist Church (continued)

Newland Methodist Episcopal Church South

(Virginia Conference, Norfolk District, Camden Charge)
1845 - William Reed
1846 - John S.Briggs
1847 - Thomas W.Haynes
1848-50, Humphrey Billups
1851 - Stephen,W., Jones
1852 - Georg~-w.~ 'l'riniyear
1853,,,:,Thomas Diggs ' ,'-
1854- Benj. Spiller
185~ - H. P. Helms
1856 - Thomas L. Williams

(Virginia Conference, -Norfolk and Murfre~sboro
District, Pasquotank Charge)

1857 - FranCis Boggs .

(Virginia Ccirif~rence,Norfolk District, Pasquctank
Ch.a.rge)

'1858-59 J. P. Lumsden
1860-61 J. J. Edwardsv :"
1862 - Jeremiah Mc!'1011'ei!

. : ! ..'.

':J1' '.:J •.•..~-

(Virginia Conference , 'Norfolk District, Princess
Anne and Pasquotank Charge)

1863 - (No preachers sent, were within
FederaJ! Hnes. )i;

1864-65 J. W.-Hon-eycutt'

(Virginia Conference, Murfreesboro
Pasquotank Charge)"

1866 - James' D~'Lumsden
1867 Joseph H.Amiss
1868 - James L. Fisher
1869 ~ b~orge W~ Nolley'

r
o

• "1870-72'1'. L. Williams-
1873-75 J. W. Compton
1876 - Joshua ~9_Garrett

Distric t,
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hinisters of Newland Methodist Church (cont,i.t;lu(2d)

(Virginia Conference, Mur'fre'esboro Dt-st.rd.c.t, i

Camden Charge) " ::.
1877 - Benjamin Termf.LLe
1878-79 William 'P. J~rdan ',:.r

1880-83 Alexander 'M.Hall"'~ .";,:~
1884-85 John O.Mos~ -,,' " " "
1886-89 J. W. sew~H,;-JR?,b~,h~:::-'.> -:.:

. ", -"; -.

(Virginia Conference, Suf foLk, District, -,Oamden-. : .... .:;..'
Charge)';".:. __.',,;',

1890 - Joseph E. Pot't; ::-..;~-"'::;
; :189:F-92:CliatJ:es ,<R,..Tay Lo r
1893-94 C. D. CrawiI?Y~" c:;;,,,-,, ; . .i<,; "';:::,"1':,

, ' • -; .. t - :;-'...j ..~.;:-~,1 C' ~,' .:" ':-.....~ :,"

(North Carolina Conferen~~';'~lizabeth Ci ty< Di~~;tct:""
Camden Charge, o ther. -churches .on the Charge also
were Trinity, McBride, Nashes, 'Concotd and Wesley) _ "

1895 - .Joha thaa -Sarifo rd ,.i V"

1896 - SoLomon-PooL ,-( ,
1897 - James Young .cie.: "' '.(
1898-99 Asa Joseph Parker
1900';:;':"'W,;.iJ:., Orowson.
.1901-04 W. E. HO:Cll'~~'-<'
1905':06 1!{:';'L~'TDavis," ""'~i;i-'6i, i,

1907 - D. L.i,Earnh.;lt;:Gt
1908 - Leonf das-H, Ch~ffit;l ,
1909-12 Condor P. J~~ome {, '" '

'+ '
19lJ-14 Andrew,w••,g,rice
19l5-18 Elijah L. Stack','
1919 - JIc)L-~":Smi1:h ,', ',,' "';~"'''''''''',,:;

.~~,~

. ',c'.

"/~ . . .

. '-·'r-

(North Carolina Conference', Elizabeth'City District,
South Mills Charge, including Trinity ,McBride aud
Sharon Churches) ',,'

1919-20 Daniel'Lane ..
1920-21 Robert G.'L. Edwards
1921-23 L. M. Chaffin
1923-25 A. B. Crumpler
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, ,',.

Ministers of Newland'MethodistChurch (continued)

1925-29 Whiford Franklin Walters
1929-33 James Marvin Jolliff"
1933-36 Louis Edward Sawyer"
1936-40 Edgar Wilson Downum
1940-43 W. N. Vaughn-··
1943-47 L~uis Thompson SdgLe tori ..
1947-52 Car'l ..A•.·Johnson .... :' ,
1953-56 Key W. Taylor .. ",~'

.- ' ....

.r ••

.4!:..: ...' i .'~

(North Caro1{rtaConterence;~~ Elizabeth Ci,ty Dds t.r Lc t ,
New1and-Grac~' 'Ch'a'tge ,:. began' 1956), ," .' '-;,

1957-58 J. R. Couchman
1958-59 Wiiliam F. Medlin
1960-63 Nathan H. Byrd"
1964-66 ~~;P.zo L. Reynolds
1967-69 Leo, C. Thompson :;,
1969:-}p_,:Ch~r1es Graham Nickens: ,', " '
1976-78 Pl1arles H. Mewborri' .,
197_8r:4.2.-.·.:~~esw. Hfcks , jr"~- ".
1982-84fJ,eiry A. Jack'soii': ' ..
1984 '.~ ~h~rles M. H~rring· '.~

.....• , ..

. " ."

-. ~.' .

. ..:'.~.:
• :.: ~.. "0 . : "

" ' ..

.. .: ..•. .i .'.

Sunday School Superintendents pL., ..«. • L
Newland Methodist Church:;:':>'~.;,·. .'

--:-;" ..... :

Redding Sawyer 1880-1883
Joseph Lockwood.Sharber 1884-1886 & 1888-1899
James Masotl.'Wtiitec;';:,:,. •. .1887
Ethelbert Beasl!ey'Ufang~tfThel) .lJ,39:9+,~90'6
WilliamDavidSh,arpe;r ....., f907
William .Iames-:Wiff{ams'.'Cjtrit), . :1908,-1909, :::'

!LWHHam :Ab.1eFo:;te.~ (alfO ,c':.. ::·1910-1939. "1..'

Ottis Fr~em;a~;':L~:'::':' ,';: .i , ;J1940-J942 ·... 1 -r..
James Alexander Brothers" ",:.:19~2-~9~7

.c; ','.

Tommie Forbes Temple 1947-1950
Fred Wright Brothers, Jr. 1950-1955
Richard Hewitt Wi1liams,Sr. 1955-1956 & 1984
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Sunday School Superintendents (continued) '" ,
... . •• \~"~J . ,J •• ~ .1\;

..r.

Walter Ben Stallings
Charles Bogue Sharber
Earl Graham Williams
William Ricks (Bill)
James Garland: Fik:e' (Jimmy)}' "
Richard Hewitt Williams~ Jr. (RickY-).:·:·';~·::;',:f;.:,j
Jordan Clarence Har r I s , III (J.C.) ". '.-. .,...!~. "

". ",.' ",t.·:-

:, 'i

-. ::: _l.: .. (.]
"" •..•

, .1.

,., ..~
". :

Assistant Sunday School SJ-lpel:'int,en<te!Dts':;. t:
(on record) of Newland Methodist' Church: i., '_,

.2.."'[' .. ,r' c: ·.;n;··.·:,;·F ,~.J.,- ,
Mark S. Sawyer .. '., .:':l885 ::, ,_ ,.', - ".'

_.' _ ' ... -":. f.~; ~)
Joseph Lockwood Sharber '._, "1887.,.. . "
Daniel A. Sawyer '.' "1888
William Able Foster "tan
Mark S. Sawyer ··~~'-·.j·1892·, ,",_:,.,',:,~'.~,:"-:.-.~'."'"
William Nelson Brothers 1893-1895
Job Nelson Williams 1896
Ethelbert Beasley Grange r 1897-1898
Joe James Brothers ". '.:.,. '1911

i » »

William Nelson Brothers :".'192·G-19.27,::: :",'
":.1.

..:.\ '

". .-.

.f - "?>
Phil Sawyer
J. J. Harris, JZ~
Douglas Whitehurs't ;

'{.' 1955-1956

·f

." .'

: .~-..~

History of .•Mis'stonary Societies of
Newl.and ,~lethodist Church

Missionary Societies were first organized':
between the years of 1869 and 1893. They were' :-'
started for the purpose of helping women and children
and to improve personal and community life.

-12-



Today~ through the United Methodist Women,we
are still continuing this.mission which has spread
to help all people all ove r the world to know,what
Christianity is.,

-.'

/ ..
/

There have' been seve ra I "Mi$sionary.Socie'ti~s"
organized in our churchv Some lasted onLy.i a short
time but should: rrot, be+cons Ldered a' faHurefo~' ".. ' )";
they have sprekdthe' lov~ of God through Christian

,-. fellowship and in giving .to those in need.: ',;.'
. ~.: .

One of these short-iived"societies'~ ·w~s'·· .:«
listed in the church minut~s of April, 191Lby."·<..(
Rev. C. P. Jerome as "Layman's Missionary Mo~ement".r ',.,
Another was a Children's Missionary- Society:.. ..:»,

.:.J.- -." '.
~": ", "-"~:

In Quar t.er l.yHeet Lng Reports of 1910, Rev.
C. P. Jerome gives reports on the Missionary _, _
Societies of the church~s'bn: the South Mills Charge -:~---
including Newland. Early in 1910 he reports~ •••
"Our Missionary Societies are(contributing someth Lng
through the Sunday SchooLs ,; •• II

: i -:

In June otJ 910 'he states •••• "The cause of .:
missions is presente,d f rom=some standpoint in many.._
sermons ••• ,;and •••• some literature is being ,1,>.: ,: ..
•• - -., ._. .~., . .[I: .

d1str1buted.... In October, 1910 he says •••• Our:~ 1,
missionary interests are being looked after ••••
The early crop was almost a total failure finan-
cially and we will have to collect almost entirely
from the ico t ton crop arid that, has just begun to

II . "",' 'open ••••.. " " .,j.':,.,

-)

: .~' .
. .~. ::~

~'j~ .. '.~ .' '.'~" ::'~"~: ,.", ',,' .", -:- ',.":;-"

These reports' may-have been about the . Rosebud, "
Missionary Society" which:·'wa~ the f ir s t; '~Missiopary ", '.
Society of Newland Church" on .recc rd , ' It was ....;.
organized by Rev. Thomas,Campbell in Catesville,
N.C., January, 1879. His daughter, Rosebud, for
whom this Society was named, helped plan·it.

. t: ~-, ,-'
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The "purpo's e was t.o 'train women and chLLdren dn :
mission work.

r- ;_".;;:,
, -

,;.th~·rNew1and Rosebud Missiqnary Soci e ty was
org~tti.:ZedbY- Rev'. 'John O.Mos~20 April' 1884. :""~
Accox~lng tlF the mfnut.es of the. Newland Rosebud ri r.', ':>
Mis'~'ion~'ry'; SOci'etYofEarnest, Work.ers,~ Irom 19'2Q-':L'
1947, the meetings wer~held on the second" Sunday.
of each mcn th •. The President wou-1d operi'i'th'i ;",.,.
mee ting"wi'th '$trip'ture reading, .. aJiymnwas sung,
qnd,a,p!r~ye'r .•.· 'Tne':Seciretary;t;l1!=n>f,al~ed .,t,he.'ttH1
and --each .p:~~'ori':1v6rild~p1it',th~it' ofl~~Jn( on :the/;:'; ': ;:~
altar. Dues vdur Lng 'that time 'w:e.t:e:lc, then 2cand"
se • ~o~e.y collected was sent tomi;sioris~': ':"'"

_;/R.ose~~«(~6~i~iy 6£ Ea;ne~t"W9~~~~~t,J6,#ic~~s:
.• "", r (1920-194]),,,,., ::., , ,i .,i

." : • , :~:;.. .~" .. :; f .. . .'. -. ' •.. ; :". ":., .·.r:; _;·-v ,~:.i
, rP.resi,dents" , ". , ~.. S:eG-re-ta]:l.es . ..'.. '
Louisa :i3'rotKe";rs..".',i''''_., "J;.,J~r~c·~,.~9,n~.!s2;'.:'<;· !:':~,':
Naomi Sawyer . ':f'Johnrlie ·B);,others·'

. " .,'. ,-,,, ,. :.:.J i';. .i : ,.,'
Eliz~bet:.gJost~l:., Logan Sharber .'
Fannie; Sharb·er!··J.· "':~'-' :COridG'r, Gra~{ .: -r
Pearl wilf~~~s ''o' l! ::·'Everett:~rot.he~~·>2~':;
Aii.se Sharber Velma. Brothers .
Mary, r,~~pi~,. .::. "'Mary Ell~p.:Br9;_thers· c;-
Fra-nce.sBan~s'o . Marshall'oBroth,.ers~ . '.

;;~:\~~ll;:~S<,,'. "'~!~:D!rt;~~~10~~nif
Pallie Mae Temple'" "';":)'''_ :T,':""
Una Mae Brothers

,.';'1.)

(:: ·:;'tn ,the,; .Qu?:;rterJY,C6hferenc~,; -reco.rds __·pf ..,
Nove~ber ;-,191,h R.ei. :C.' p<'j~'ro~er:eports.tha~:jlt7,.:
has=o rgend.z.ed La "Womal1,'gHomeMfs's'iou SocLe.ty., •• ':
at ·Newlarid •• ~·.wi~~.~i6i·',w.emDer's.'iA ·few:moil.th~ j'ater,
Februs.ry ,» 19],1, t~~ '~ePQ~tread~, "W~ have. nO.j "

special mission ~ork to '::repoi"t~Out Woman's .
Societies are moving along in their quiet but sure
way •••• I am using every opportunity to improve the
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duty and obligation of the church to give the
gospel' to the whole world ••••" This society Lasted
about a year, for in 1913 there are -onLy two Wo~e!l'~
Home Mission Societies, one<a t; Trinity and one at

..,\,/,',McBride •.

Sometime between 1913 and 1927 the Newjia~d~:-'~:
Ladies Aide Society was formed. Mrs. Fannie
Brothers (Nels Brothers) and Mrs. Maggie Brothers
(Fred Brothers, Sr.) started the Newland Ladies
Aide. The,meet;ings.were held once a month, usually
on Saturday ~ft;.ernoonat homes of membeI;s. Dues
were 10C ~.month.. In 1934 there were 10 members
and Mrs. F;anni~,Brothers was Presidentu.,

List of Membe-rs of Newland Ladies Aid~'c> J:J
. - t .•. ..•.;:,. ". .~ .'

' .. ~.~
Fannl.eiBrothers.."-
Sue Lizzie -,Granger
~~ggie Brothers
M~if':Ellen\~ro,tners
Anie Fost.er
Willie Forbes
Anna Gregory
Mariah Sharber
.Ethel Whitney
Gertrude Harris
Lillian Spence

Mabel Stallings,j:i;
Addie Beamon .
'.BeuLah Temple,:
.Maude Carver "
Sue·.·W.Jones ";:·,<i:-'
Mary C. Stallings =.
Louise Foster
Helon Brothers ...."
Mae Sawyer
Beulah Sharber~

At a Ladies Aide Meeting in 1939 at the home
of Mrs. Willie Forbes, the speaker was Mrs.~;h~ep.
from Elizabeth City. Her program was to explain
the new women's o~gani~ation of the Methodist
Church, the Women's Society of Christian Service
and try to get them to change from Ladies Aide to
this new society. That day 5 members joined to
form the Newland WSCS; 3 of them were Mrs. Fannie
Brothers, who was the first WSCS President, Mrs.
Louise Foster and Mrs. Mae Sawyer.
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For a while both the Ladies Aireand the WSCS
were active in our church, but by 1941 the Ladies
Aide was disbanded and there were 29 members of the
Newland WSCS. These meetings were,also held one
afternoon each month, first in homes of members,
then after 1949 in the Ladies Classroom here at
church.

Purpose of the WSCS
• .!, ;_ •.J .;:

.; The purpose of the. .w~nia:Ii's Soc'Lety
of Christian Service shal L'be to unite
all the women~fthe chlIrc'h' in Christian
'living and.~e}vice; to he,ip;geir~er6'p,'l!U1d,
suppo rt. ch,iis tLan work among women and" -
chlldrenaroun-a' 'the wO'i:ldj to' 'deve'top the s:»
spiritual life;' to study the 'needs ~f the'
world; to take part .:in, such service
acd vi ties as wLl1's tr eng then' the local
chu't'ch~fimprovecivic, communl.ty'~anclw6t1d
condi t.Lons, To, this end- thh"organlzation
shall seek, tovenl ds t women, 'yoi!Ing peep l e;
and children in"this ChH:stian fellow$hip,
and t.o-s'ecu r e furids for the activities: in
the'" LocaL es tab'Lt shmerrt of a w~rld Christian
community ,

. .i. "; _" :'i~;:"

In Ju1~ 1973 the Society' s nam~'changed again
and became the: Un1't::edMethodist W6meri.':;,'~•

Purpose of 'lbeUMW- '" '
. .. ....::~..:

Jr_; The. "~'~UMwshall be a community' of'" ",
wornenl\vhose 'purpose is to know God";:ltld(6' ,';
experience freedom •••• thru Jesus Christ-"" i'

To develop' a creative; supportive fellow-
ship and to expand concepts of mission-
thru participation in the Global: Ministries
of the church. -16- ..!" " >



Over the years the women of our church have
worked for missions, wheth~r through the Ladl s s
Aide, the WSCSor the present UMW and have come:
together as a society to help others. Each of us
contributes in our own special way to this
organization to help fu1iill, the'mission-bf.'
spreading Chris.tiani ty .by helping others.'-:"~ f<' __,;;

. .' .~

~:.'

..Epworth League '
'. ! A' • -r-. ~(';:

The Epworth League was an organization for the
youth of the. church~.", BeLow is avreco rd of officers
and members of the Newland Epworth League, found in
an old church roll,t,book dated'1902-1911."

Of'fib~r.s-!~",~,i -, ,~j~:

President - Fred W. Brothers
First Vice President - James L. Sharber

, 'S:ecdnd;v.Jce)?re~i,4~Ilt - Mrs. Fannie S. Brothers
Third Vice President -"Miss lna WiHi,ams

. . .'., ~ .• , J . .'

Fourth Vice President - Miss Ethel Sharber
"Secretary - Wert S.Brothers
Tn~asurer", -: J,. A. Whi,tehead

" '. Agent to', 'the 'Epworth Ere:..-:-MaryTemple
(Meetings to. pe'~~v;¢ry'''secon:dSunday night.)

~,:,Members:
,WUliamNeGor{'Brothers'
,,Fred W. Brothers
JamesL. Shatter,
William David; Sharber
Walter K. Jones
Wert'S.' Brothers

... ~,_.

J. A. Whitehead,
Edith Brothers

t: , Stephen a., Mullen '
: -Ll.oydr.Bro..t.hars
Bruce Jones

::':'::.:) ..

"/-" :

lna Wi,l,H~m~, ,
, Ethel Sha!t"P.e,r,·, ,::' "

, '~~a:ry Tempi,~-'. ",:, " ~i)

. ,..Goldie-P. Williams(Tenie)w. A. white ',,' -J:' ~>,

Fannie S. Brothers
GanR. Sharber
W. Jim Williams" ;
Maude Williams
Erskine Brothers

-,-:
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It was reported at the Quarterly Conference
of 1910 that there was no Epworth League at this
time.

In Quarterly Conferencere~ords of thel92bls~
the following report was given:
"Report to thecl.:Q.st _IQ~art.~r.ly:Conferenc e he l d at
Trinity Church, ,Sou th diU:l s , Q,;'the' NE;wl:a,r1(f,:Elhjorth

, ", - ' ,'j ,1·' , ",League , Newland Church.' ,- , - "
Membership 40
Honorary,,:;' ,:. "" ' 1
Associate 0
Amount Raised Thus Far - $5.•15,
":Expenditures ,',,' ,:;,:.r~;;9",

All departments organd.aed 9Il~tl::9Ri~Ht:gq9d Wo~K. ,;: ",:, ,
' ~ :,..:~.1 ._(.. -, i :- •.

President,' 'Mi~~' Ten{~ ;william~"

. ;:: .~~ -
The"£pwor.th League- during the ea~iY19:p6· s was

, probably organized. -crrl y- when ,JJ.1:~l'~~a~. e!}ou'g~
interested members'<to: join,-'::':HQ:WJ!;ve~"in 1941",
by the suggestioh·6f,Miss:Ve.lma.DrqJ~h~rs" a n,ew,
Newland Epworth League -was formed which V?f:lS, later
named Newland Youth Fellowship. Under t.he,f~ithfu1
leadership .and -gu Ldance -of: the;"Counse19r" :;tirs. Mae
Sawyer, ' and DY th~ 'ifit~res t and.ihe Lp <of. tl1e,;p?~t:;~r,
Rev. W. N. Vaughn (who was instrumental in founding
this League) and the contributions of the PP?1;.9l:15'/
that fo l l.owed', this':Nkwland:EpworthLe.ague :w.i3-p~,a .
successful ahd),pj6yable organizati6n 'for. the YQuth
~,~,our chu~,c~'~ '1, ,U.,:,: " 1.,:. ,. " 1;,

Followilig';':~J;e \~tne articles abo;~t'th{sf '~p~~rth
League' asl1uolistied; in "The Circuit Rider'f~':: =:

"The YoungPeop1e of New1andmet 9.l)'~b '(1943)
with John A~·Sp€nce, and 23 Feb (1943)'wi.thDav;d
Sharber. 'Th~se meetings were w!;:ll;:attended and the

'-programs were very<he1pful. ""

:" ..:;
•• ; - .0" .; .". '

-18-
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"The Young People of Newland met .Ttie sday night,
26 Jan 1943 with Mr • Johnnie Temple. FHteen';'
members were present ~ , (They) have decided to 'send,
the "Circuit Rider" to each of the community boys in
the Armed Service Cif,;their country."

./

"The NewlandYoutrh Fellowship enjoyed ,a picnic
at Nixonton, 25 June 1943 /'" '"

"The topic for Newland Young People 13 March, 1943
was "The Cjrossroed ':Situa.tion". .The 'meeting was.with:-,
Miss Esther Stallings. At their ,22 March ,1943 'J:

meeting they discussed, "Making the Christian Choice"~
Their counselor, Mrs. Mae Sawyer, was hos tes s, ,"
Attendance was good at both meetings."

"The Newland Methodist Youth-FeLlowahdp ,h!;ld an
interesting program on the night of 22 Sept 19Lt3•.
The subject was "Unselfish Giving"., " ,"C" -' " ., ..•..

::,.:

Through the yea,rs, .tbe Epwor tfr-League , Young
People and Methodi$t You:t.hFeHo.wship ~(MYF)have
been organizations in which the youth of Newland
Church haverbeen given ,t-he,oppo r tuni ty to learn
about Christian living and enjoyed the fellowship
of being together as young Christians.

United Methodist Youth Fellowship

The'utiH.ed MetHodist Y6tith Fellowship'{ UMYF)Ls... '
a youth organization, which is a continuation.of
the Epworth Leagtie~ 'Below are aever a I r.eport.s. of
the early MYFas found in Quarterly Conf erence ,;",
records.

-1952- "The MYFof Newland Methodist Church has
held its regular monthly meetings 'at the church.
As of this year we have two groups, the Junior and
Intermediate with a total enrollment of 40.
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We have sent $3~OO each quarter to the Methodist
Youth Fund. We sent .$3;00 to the Upper Room ...
Chaplin's Fund. We also' purchased a bulLet.Lncboa rd
to be used in the front entrance of the' churchs.

. New officerS were, instaliedat b'iJ'rSepiemb~er ..
meeting and closed our year with $~O.~4 jnthef' ! ~ t::. .• : . . .,;: ;' -J- . . '.i ....!
tr easure .••' .......,

--' . '.;:":.' by Adele: Forb~~/'

MYF.Yearly, Repo r trby PH$rd~qf ~it.'f'G'~e,go~y: ? '",'

'\ -, -r ;. ,,".L .Novernbe-r 1952-3fjSeptemb·~rj953. ::. ,:~.;,.
Members Gciined 3'; Loss 'C';::' ····L~,,'~;;

Adult Workers Gai'ried"2; drs':S; Y . ." .. " .;,:
. ;;2~from church a:Hiirr''the' Abne'dFot~e~~ri~i"they

were sent the:: "Uppe'r·R~·om/I.· ',., " ... ,.. ..' ..

1 from church is in., ~?lr~~g.~ Hr:~i'.Va,s ,a,~,~osent
the "Uppe'r ROOril"/';'" l ":"" :.<:-,) >.,

.! j.: ..I~·~~· .~.< :;':."~..!. ~.-:':: •.
',; •• 1. .;..>

1'· . :. '_,I "_" :"; ::~•. ~ .: . , -, __~; , '", ", ~;:):.,. 1.'- ~ -;
MYFYearly Rep<!lrt:'" ,C-J

"1 November 1953-1 November 1954 . ,
President" ';;UV:tfgfl Vhnslciw".' .: l ",,", "

'>MembersGained i; Lo'ss, 4 .:~','. . " ,,_
: :;)lidultWotkers 17" '.' f'~'; .. "",-. :.J :':',~:

Special- ~-ffor:ts to deep;~rt:th~:,sp~,ri tua l.. _...'
li.fe,of,theyo-l! t,h:-- !ri~bre SChQ9r :anrl ;rganj.,z!=d..
2 youth cho Lrs, _.i .. : ;.• :. ~,v .- .• -~ .~-'" ~. •

2 youth are in college are sent "Power"."

MYFYearly,R~P91;t:n955 :.,: ..
President - Adele Forbes

'.":.Members"LQ$~.2i.-t ;;,Y j:o-

Adult .Work~rs 14: .••,::,. . .. ,"
~,sp~~i~i eHorbs: Youth sponsor S,irigspirat~,6n

and ~l1~jyqu1:h,take~charge"'Gf Sunday morning .~,wo.'r~h~p
service once each month. .." . ':." ....

3 in the Armed Force svand one hi co I'Lege
: :.;'

are sent the "Upper Room~

-.. ,- r;:..' .~.

._··n.~

-20~



MYFReport: 1956
President:- Janice Brothers
Members Gained 5

Made a contribution of $150.00 to the new
parsonage'. ,"

,. :~!'

...

,., " The -Un.if~'d ~Methodist Youth Fellowship of today
and the MYF?"of yesterday. havecon,tributedto many
church projects. Today-'s programs, as those of the
earlier years concentrate on the spiritual growth
of tha-you'th of the church.vand t1'Y to', t~ach:-them
how to-deal wi thtoday':s 'prob1~msthroughCh:dstian
living. :-;Oy 'fh'E!:'1eadership and devotion of their
counselor for the PffSt several years, Ben Stallings,
the youth have had a strong and growing fellowship
in his organization. Mary S. Temple and Edna
Bagley have been counselors this past year also and
have been very dependable helpers with the activities
of this youth fellowship.

United Methodist Men

The Newland United Methodist Men's Fellowship
held its Char te.rdng, Service and- instalted the
of fice:t s> on-'ll' September 1983. The service was
conducted by our pastor, Rev. Jerry A. Jackson.
'i'he-1!fee-Ungs ar~ he l d .on the second Sunday of each
morrthra t 7:30'A~:M~"Lnvthe church soc LaLchal l , A
delicious breakfast is prepared -and se'rved by the
members'becfore the~r meeting.

Even though the Unit.ed Metho,dist,',;Men is a
"new" organization at New1and Methodist Church, its
dedicated members have worked together to help
the church in')s~vera~' pro j ec t s ,
Officers~"'Pr:~si~enf:·Roger Crane

Secre,tarY7Treasurer: Douglas wbitehurst

t.

, '<l
-21-



',J. ',:

Sundey+Schoo l.s ~etefir~t .o.rganizedin; the
Me:thodlst Church in 11335. :Previously A17 was

.'~.thought that N'eurlarid i-Churc~hwas ol;.ga,n~z:~d:;in 1837
. 'as recorded irlold Bib"i:e···.f'ec'Ord.s.b.l,1.twe know it
has ex! s tedsince 1791asfoun:d in d~ec1..:;.me·ntioned
earlier iir·t:his;bdoklet. ":'.'

_ .. 1 _•.J ',. ".: •. '

.: '. ,! ~ .'.. ..~. . ! : ,. : ~;".; ;-.1.: r ~

PoS~ibly, 1837'was, t.heifiound Ing of.t~~ Newland
'ME!thodfst Church Surid85wSchool ~ Howe'f~p>;the
oldestSundaySehoblrecol;ds fDund§;~ d~t~d 1884 •

. ,.f:', .• ,'j"
.,; ;.!

" ~.. .: J r .

. .,;.. "0

., ., , .- '.. ~-- .

: i:. ~:: •.r ; "; r, ~ '. ;~_' :; .

Officers· and' teachers f914 $llIld@yjSP(),ol for
W84 were:•..

=>,

" .
.Supe'rLnt.enderrt •.• Joseph: l,ocl;<.\Voo.Q::Sharber
Secretary';' .. •• James Mason oWhite
Librarian - William R.W~lli~~ms
'I'r-easu r a.r - James W. Brothers

Teachers James Mason White
Sarah F. Williams
Rencher Spence
Nannie L. Williams
Job N. Williams
Elizabeth Bottoms
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Bicentennial

When the leaders of the United Methodist Church
at the General' Confer~nc.e authorizea a wide-r~lOging
celebration of the Methodist heritage, their purpose
was to let Methodists relive their heritaget to

" celebrate the story of God';s contiriuingrevetation
in the United Methodist Church. . . ,', ... .

. -' ~. .' ..:
Wecelebrate'the{·pas-t', todcfy~-" to pay 'ti'ib'ut~']

to those who paved the way for us. By their f adt.h in
God.and dedicati~n to-the'cause ofM~thodisIJl, they
established a' stsrong fbund,a'tion"forJ!uture('· ' .'
Methodist.to build, on •. ·'Today' s- Meth6-distare"
given the task of cOIl1t'inuing tovbuf.Ld on' that
foundation by, supporting' the' growth';o£"ourc'own
church.

·1984 .Bi:centenrtial 'Observances' '

Under the leadership of Rev. Jerry Jackson
and Rev_ CharLes Herring,,··the ,Bicentennial'Committee
has planned many.special:;,-o:ccasi.ons for 1984~ ,: -' .
They are:

Dic~nt~nri:iafpin'~ 'were .'giv~~,t6' ~achhlemb~~r.of, .
the Bi-cerrt.ienn'ial )Cotririiittee':"'- -, ..~.

In March a Reception was given i~,hono~ of Mrs.
Edna:·n-rotheri'(cusi6diitn; for "2'S''years)-, .Mrs.' Evelyn
Gregory (organist for over 40 years), Mrs. Ma.e
Sawyer (Sunday Schoql teacher for over 50 years),
"·andMrs. BeUlah 'Snarher'-{SundaySchool "t:eacher:.·~or,
over 50 years). '.

Tn'Augus't App-reciation'Certificates' were 'given
to all 1983~84 Sunday School teachers.
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In'September certificates were given to past
. Superintendents (1940-1988) and our present
("Siiperintendent, Richard .Williams, Sr. was given a

pin.
Also in September the 1984' Church 'I'reaaur'e r siwe r e

glvenJAppreciation Certificates. :.--\,'
. '.

Our Bicentennial Pl~y-- "Newland: Scene s-Eromr.
the Past" was given on Sunday, 30 September 1984.

-.' .. "

Our Homecoming.is today,' 14 October. Wedressed
in early American or.Colo~iaidre~:s. in' the spirit
of the Ilicentennial •.,.\<Jehad spec La I music during:
the worship service;'~fter which we were served a:
delicious lunch, 'enjoyed by·~veryohe. :

. .

A Singspiration/Recepti~n will be heid
28 October to honor all choir members, choir
directors, and past organd st s s :.:. ' ..'

In January and Februaryi-Pas tor Jackson lead a
Study on' the History of MethQdi,sm.

On 29 April, a special pari in the worship
, se.rvLce was in memory and honor of the "Rosebud
Missionary Society".

~. ! ',.'

In December we will be. honoring other church
" ;1.1. ..

officials. _ _
",-.J' :..-,

Cn Ii November will 1?e th~ "Great Day of Singing"
Service.

>'-" .

On 23 December we will have a Special Christmas
"Eve Service torconmemo rat.e the service held in

1784 at Lovely Lane Meeting Ha.use in Daltimore,
':. ." -..

Maryland. . j
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