METHUDIST CHURCH
at
NASHVILLE

Many times it is difficult to find the beginning of certain
organizations. ‘This 1s true of the Church in Nashville. Une early
minister once said "Have no earthly records" That must have been the
reason that so few early records were kept.

prior to 1800 Camp Meetings were held in many places thro the
country. LInspiration must have come from some of these and people
in Nashville wanted a Church here.

The first Deed for a Methodist Church in Nash county was in
1812 when George Sutton sold one acre of lend for a Church building
adjoining the lands of James Batchelor and George Boddie. The location
is not known. &Some have thought it was on the lot where Empress Bod-
die lived and others thought it was out of town limits. The Trustees
for this building were William Lindsey, william Boddie, willis Boddie
John Cooper, John Deans and Pridgen Manning. ‘This bullding must have
been used about 50 years and destroyed by fire. Nashville was on the
Raleigh District.

The first Church that was remembered was on the location of
Mrs Myricks home. In et 1871 a plot of ground was purchased from
Benj. H. oorsbys estate for $13.00 to build a Methodist Episcopal
Church, South and a parsonage. 1lhe Irustees at that time were Wm. J.B.
Harper, Wm. 1. Griffin, Josiah Jenkins, van B+ Batchelor and George
H. Harper. They actually had logs cut and sawed and helped build the
Church. fhe parsonage was built on the lot next to Herman Bakers Home.
Evidently :Nashville became a circuit and the minister was to live heme

The church was a crude one room building. When my parents moved to
Nashville we worshiped in that building. ‘

The earliest Quarterly Conference minutes that are available
date back to 1876 when J. P. Moore was Presiding Elder and T. A. Ricks "
Preacher in Charge. 14 Churches comprised the Nashville Circuit and

the tétal amount apportioned for the Circlit was $600.00 per year.

The churches were nashville, Belford, Bethlehem, Hornes, Marnes,
sandy Cross, Chapel springs, Mt pPleasants and Mt. Zion, Buckhorn,
North and South sharon and Pleasant Grove and White Uak. This was the
Lth largest Circuit in the Conference. Nashville raised $5.00 ene
cuarter and Belford $10.00.

there was a "tolerable" Sunday School in Rocky Mount, a
good one at Bethlehem and a little one at White vak. No sultable Supt.
have been found for the other Churches. Country Sunday Schools did not
meet in winter due to cold, bad weather and roads. OSeven persons were
received into the vhurch and 5 expelled or cut off.

Minutes of March 1877 report showed that all 14 cvircuit ap-
pointments had been held since the last snow. The report showed that
$40.00 had been rzised for Parsonage furniture and $15.00 for sunday
school in Nashville. No Mission work was done on the Circuit. With
regards to finances, very little has been done "owing to the great
scarity of money".

in 1878 5. J. Mecueod was preacher in charge He held 10
protracted meetings that year and 61 new members were tzken in.to the
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Churches and 52 of those were baptised. 1ne 13 Churches had a totzal
church membership of 78C. Yhe preachers salary was $500.00. Sunday
Schools had a total enrollment of 300.°

In 1880 J. 1. Lyon was Preacher in charge. He was a relative
of Mrs vucy patchelor. <The vhurches were now changed to warrenton
Distriet. Plans were made for a VDeed to be made for Sandy vross Church

to sell Marnes 2and build 2z Church at Hilliardston. 4he Church build-

ings on the Circuit were old, delapidated and uncomfortable. Many
members utterly disregard their solemn vows of Church membership.

In 1882 M. H. Moore was Pastor in charge. In January of
that year he reported no sunday sSchool on circuit funetioning. Plans
must be made to carry them on during the winter. Pastor spent 101
days in personal visiting for the church work.

1n 1883 w. J. crowson was Pastor. He found vhurches cold and
indifferent. Une member was expelled. A new preacher was sent to
Nashville almost every year. It must have been a difficult Circuit
with many churches, roads that must have been almost impassable, es-
pecizlly during the winter and a salary that a family could not live on.

In 1884 J. J. Carden was Pastor and in March of that year
C. M. Cook took the place of Carden as Pastor. A mention of 80¢ for
Missicns appears in the Minutes. Churches on the Circuit at that
time were sSandy uross, White vak, Belford, Bethlehem, $haron and
Nashville.

In 1885 Hev. James Mahoney was Pastor. Conditions were
about the same.

In 1886 4. 1. Harrison was Pastor. $250.00 was raised for
the church building at Hilliardson - %4.85 was collected for Missions.
while he lived in Hashville he took as hls second wife a Nashville gi#
After his death Mrs nmarrison and family returned to Nashville, built
a home and continued to live here. 1wo of his daughters made their
permanent home here - Mrs Blanche (Buck) Batchelor and Mary who mar-
ried Hiram Benson. <They and their families were active members in
our Jhurch.

in 1887 vr. A. V. petts, affectionately known as "uncle
Betts" was the rPastor. L have heard more about him than the others.
He was a deeply religious man. Hde usually asked every one if they
were ready to die. une day he picked up a pedlar for a ride. When
he asged if he was rcady to die, the pedlar thought he was going to
kill him and jumbed from the buggy, ran and left his pack of goods.
He often spent a week at a time with different members of the vhurch.
He drove an old, worn out horse. Une night Mr van batchelor sent to
his home, took the horse out and down on the creek and and had him
shot. 1he next morning when Dr. Betts went to the stable, he found
a new good horse in his place. wunly one vonference report is avail-
able while he was on the vircuit. <1hen there is a break in the record
until 1898. uLittle is known of vhurch work during that period.

When 1L was a student at Greensboro vollege, uncle petts often came
and conducted the morning vhapel service.



1n 1890 AL K. nichardson was rastor, followed by Josephzﬂ.

ureen in 1891 and L. M. Lhaffin in 1892. [ nen came 4. .. woyle 1n 1893
and 1¥Y4. woelore nis ¢onversion, ne was a miner so ne received nis
education 1ate in Litfe. ae married i1va poddie, a nashville girl.
at'ter nis retirement, they made washville their home for years. ae
christened my sister, 1sa, two years of age. ohe slapped him and said
ns5top putting water on my sunday dress". Mr Moyle never stopped talik-
ing about his tast whipping.

tn 1895 came Hev. L. ueith followed by H. L. Vavis. ne
came to our home in the country and christened my sister mary. as a
child L. remember Mr vavis having only one arm.

in 1898 - Y . A. npumble was the rastor. mMy parents moved
to washville that year so he was the first nashville preacher that 1
really knew. uvhey lived in the old parsonage, next door to nerman
pakers house. mMmrs numble said she enjoysd Living here as she could
sit on ner porch, rocx and talk with her neighbors across the otreet.
Lthere was no traffic in those days.

Mr wm. L. griffin was oupt. of ounday ochool, in the oid
vhurch puilding at that time. 1he old minutes wouid name the ones who
conducted the devotional exercises. uften the names of u. w. pissette
v. o. natenelor, o. u. sure and later a. r. retway appeared. =as it
was a one room building, every one met together and there was little
time for class lessions. rrogram was planned for adult®. omsll pie-
ture cards were given to the children.

while mr numble was rastor, a Llarge oak tree was blown
down a cross the vhurch and crushed it. A new building was built on
tne Lot, to the vouth. 1his was a great improvement over the delapi-
dated oid vhurech building. 1he sancsuary was lmrger, with two small
rooms at tne rear Jjoining the pulpit and two vestibules at the front.
I'hese room were used for ounday ochool class rooms. 1in the center
of tne puliding was a lLarge wood stove. unl one side of the aisle
tne mens class, taught by mr. o. . aAustin and on the other side was
the iadies class, taught by ars cettie uriffin. .fter a briet iesson
Mrs urit'tin wouid say -nOWw you mey listen to Mr. austin-

ouday ochool was conducted each ounday morning. 1in the
afternoon the paptist hzd their sunday ochool. wusually the same
persons attended poth services. wunce a month there was preaching
service - once at Baptist and once at pPrimitive Baptist. une sunday
there was no preaching in mNashville.

1ln that vourch building trhere was a steeple with a bell which
was rung for all services. 'l'he bell was also tolled when a funerasl
procession left the home until it reached the church. My brother J. N.
5ills tolled the bell when Mr van Batchelor lied. In horse and buggy
dsys, it took considerable time to go from the homes to the vhurch.

In 1904, penry L. Iripp was Pastor then in 1902 for three years
J. M. penson was Pastor. The Benson family contribut=d much to the town
as well as the vnurch. I'wo sons, ularence and diram mzrried nashville
girls and made thelr homes here. Both of them were officizls in the
vhurch for years. osallie taught school, was an active worker in punday
school and Womans bociety. Mrs penson will be remembered especially
in_Missiog WOork. ohe organized the pright Jewel Band, many of them are
still active in church work in various communities.
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The following is a program rendered by scme of the members.

Faster vrogram
of
pright Jewel pand
’jt 10 A: M.

Methodist ¢ hurch, nashville, N. u. April 23ed
Dong vhildren's Praise

Hecitation vall npail, 1id Easter by Mattie Stamey, Lillie Gay,
Sallie boddie

Hecitation vlh= Risen savior" by walter toddie
raster panners" by right littlie girls
music "Here, lhere and mverywhere
necitation r'he multitude red by wlaude poddie
Musice oond by vhoir
Recitation "Ministry of Jesus by lsa pills
pislogue " yesscen of The pillies" by Little unes
Musiec "Motion oong )
Recitation by Frank Stamey
Recitation by Hattie Harrison
Music - Duette - Routh Rouse and [sa s5ills
Recitation " plind Bartimeus" by Z. 1. Harrison

Recitation '"Dreaming and waking" by Ruth Kouse
Music by the chnoir
Recitation # At tne Pool of pethesda" by Jennie plow

Recitation #Giving to Missions# by Luey and Guy Bissette
Recitation by Louise Silis
Music By the dhoir
A Missionary Hecitation " Nancy's Penny"
Music - Missionary nymn
vollection
Hecitation "Farewell" by Guy Bissette

L'he rublic vordally Llnvited

1 joined the <hurch while Mr penson was pastor and so did
many of the young peopnle.

1he above program was rendered while Mr. stamey was pastor.
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1905 - 06 MPr n. U. otamey from lexas was pastor. ''hey had a
large family who were very popular with young people here. <tney
meant much to the community. 1Times were hard, large family, poor
salery, ne had a hard time here. ne sald he could not write home
often as he could not afford a 2¢ postage stamp. 4O years lLater
a son visited herec. Hne made the remerk that every nouse on wash-
ington otreet had been changed since the family left wmashvitle.
Mission work was done at oharon, pelford snd Yorks during Mr.
otameys pastorate.

in 1907 -08, Mr. w. n. Kurtin was rPastor. | remember him

very casually. 1 heard my Mother say that the nLadies Aid society
worked hard to finish raising $1.0.00 to finish paying off the
debt on his buggy.

tn 1909 - 1910 Mr K. v. oell was rastor. I'he vnurches on the
Circuit at tnhat time were mnashville, Yorks, oharon and maple
wreek. In August L1909 he reported that 5C volumeslibrary has been
bought for the school in nNashville.

Mr sell and his wife were very interested in Missions. ‘L'hey
orgznized the womans Koreign Missionary sScoiety in nNashville. 1The
group met at the home of Mrs. J. 1. Strickland on reby. 11, 1909
and elected officers. Mrs. o. R. Griffin, rPresident; Miss lda Rick
Ireasurer, my mother, Mes. 1. A. 5ills becretary. In addition to
them, charter members were Miss Fannie Ricks, Mrs. Buck Batchelor,
Mrs. B. W. vheaves, Mrs. B. H. B. vester and Mrs. E. . oell.

une of the earliest projects of the bociety was the continua
tion of support of a Bible woman in Korea begun by my Mother.
this was continued for 30 years until the society deeided to Llet
the funds go to a undirected fund for Missions.

in 1911 - 1914 Mr J. L. Humley was Pastor. He reported
that KForeign and nome Mission pledges had been paig€ in full and an
offering had been made for oscaritt lraining School. The <hurch
was painted during this period. G. N. Bissette resigned as oupt.
of sunday school and Mr Will vozler was appointed oupt. G. N.
pissette, J. L. vverton and Mrs. J. 1. Strickland were added to
the varsonage vommittee.

vur family felt very close to Mr Rumley as he performed
the rites of marrizge of James w. oills and rattie smith and lsa
5ills and parker vameron; christened vorraine and Pat oills and
conducted the funeral of my father, 1. aA. Sills.

Mr. J. w. Autry was out pastor in 1915 and 1916. He invited
Haymond Browning and his co-workers to hold a revival here. A
Large tent was used for these services - across the otreet from
Primitive Baptist vhurch. vuring this revival, the leaders of out
churen were inspired for a2 larger program of work and that called

for a new buf¥lding -~nd epuipment.

Mr Aautry received 56 members into the vhurch in 1915.



DRv. L. A. N-tts and wife ecame t9 Nashville in 184
The parsonage needed renairs and to be redecorated so the Watts staid
at thd Hotel for two months while the necessary wark was being done in
the Parsonzge. They brought their furniture and the Parsonage looked
very pretty while they lived there.

NMr Viatts each morning would go around to thé places of business
to greet everyone. Teonle grew to like and ‘ove him and the attendance
grew in size and interest. He kept a record of persons attending
services ezch Sunday. The service that he especially was interested
in was the VWednesday night prayer service., Thé& goal was 75 nersons st
each service. The buletin dated March? , 1347 stated that 61 were present
on Wed. night. Then 65 were nresent. A Sunday School picnic was held
at C rl Coopers cabin one night in the Sumnmer. After a delicious
picnic supper, he asked the aoud to gather near the norch for a service.
More than 75 people were rresent so hieg goal was reached.

Red Oak and Mapel Creek were on the Nashville Charge.

I do not remember the year that Nashville be came a Station. After -~
few years, for financial reasons it was decided to take the other Churches
to help with the cost of the Charge.

Red 02k hed one morning service each month &nd Maple Creek had
the services there in aftermnoons. Nashville had three morning services
and all night services.

Mrs Watts was deenly interested the Womens work and she encourszged
members of Missionary Society to attend the various Conferences,

Mr Watts srent six years as Pastor, the first to stay over 4 years.
Chairman of Board of Stewards J. €. REllisy 8. S.oupt, 4. A. Glover
Pres.of Womsns Society Touise Sills, Organish Nrs M. W. Lincke, .
Choir director ¥Mrs Hubert E. May. 5, werds Mrs Ida B. Aus?in, d- N. 3ills

R. H. Boone, A. W. Jenkins, G. M. Strickland, G. W. Myrick

Mr J. P. Pegg followed as Pastor. He served Nashville Church
195 for four years. He was a very learned man end prezched deen
spiritual sermons. Nashville was a Station while he was pastor.
An o0ld buletion caerried the following information:
Mrs W. G Cooke Pres. VWomans Society of Christian Service, Mrs. J.B
Pegg, Vice, Pres. President of Youth Fellowship - VWarvin Huckahce:
Church School Supnt/ J. A. Glover, Adult Division D. P. MeCain
C. H. Pries Youth Div. Mrs J. N. Sills Childrens Division, W. M.
Ferrell Treasurer, Yrs C. C. Cockrell, Pianist. Board of Missions
Miss Louise Sills, Board of E,angelssm J. D. Dickens, Board of
Christian S+ewardshin A. G. Griffin. Committee of Christian Stewardship
Mrs C. L. B_nson, Board of Hosnital snd Homes, Mrs Herman Baker,
Committee on .Visitation WNrs D. A, Wiley Mrs George Womble, Mrs Ben Vick,



Methodist <hurch

Nashville
Many times it is difficult to find the beginning of certain
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The years Mr tarrar served as Pastor of our Church, the records
are missing so I cannot write much about him. The usual procedure of
services were held. 1 do remember he performed the marriage ceremony
of my sister Mary and Peter Hines bunn while he was Pastor.

L. L. Haymon followed him in 1933 - 1937. One thing he did was
to build a stage in the basement that could be used for plays etec. It
was not used for thzt purpose after he left and later was taken out.

Mrs ¢. U. Cockrell was director of the Cholr and Mrs M. W. Lincke was
organist while he was here. It is interesting to note that each preacher
gSpecially interested certain gamilies and brought them in closer

work in the Church. s~ (93¢ 7; e s ppesambls wiade s olaflon
kS 1434 I do not find just when Nashville was placed in Rocky Mount Dist.,
f ome records are missing. When W. L. Wilson was Pastor in 1938 we were
& on Rocky Mount District. Mrs A. A. Ross was director of choir and re-
signed. Lorraine 5ills was appointed to take her place. She carried

: the choir work on for 25 years. Mr Wilson was very musical. Often he
szng in a duet or with the choir and then took his place in the pulpit.

The Junior and Senior League provided music for the evening services
§ - wnile he was here, often rendering a Special number. The District

vonference met here on April 19, 1938 and our Church served a2 lunch for

the delegates. The upper Room was placed in the home of ezch Methodist
family Vestments were purchased for members of the thoir. Mr Wilson
attended the Genersl cConference in Birmingham, Ala. June 1938 where the
putstand ing theme was unification on Methodist Churches.

As the church was having difficulties with the finances;(;t was
decided to take Red Uak and Yorks in with nashville. The we did not
have services on the 2nd sSunday morning and the 4th Sunday nights.

}53% E. L. vlegg came to Nashville in 1939. Then cvonferences met :
in movember s0 little work was done until January of the following yezrs.
The furnace was giving ftrouble and the Missionary society gave $400.00

to help with the repairs.

After the three branches of Methodist Churches united, forming
the Msthodist church, then the Missionary societies of the three united
into one bociety ~ Womans society of vhristian service. Mr ylegg pre-
sided at our meeting, told the purpose of the organizationand the goals
and asked all that would join to come forward and sign the book and
pledge. 45 persons signed for membership that night. the first Pres-
elected was Mrs L. L. Aycock.

uften sons like to follow their fathers in their field of service.
Lt is gratitfying to know that ted Wilson and John rew were called to
the ministry and have taken their fatgers places, John is in the
rlorida vonference, doing a good work and led is in Warrenton carrying
on a good work there. pBoth of their fathers have retired from active
ministry.

In nov. 1944 D. M. Sharpe was sent to Nashville where he served
for 4 years. Mr oharpe was quiet in his manner, a devout christizn.
His son in law, Mr (Queen came and held revival services while Mr ocharpe
was pastor. We were happy to have Mr oharpe return to our vhurch foy
"Home cvoming. The visit brought sad memories for him as his wife had
passed away and he had remarried an old friend. His only son had been
killed recently.

e : 13 ) %
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Rev. A. L. urmond followed Mr Few in 1924-25. Guy Bissette
was appointed to take the plmace of his father, G. N. Bissette, on
the Board of stewards, also he was appointed General Supt. of the
sunday school, to the place of 1. p. Dameron who had just moved to
Goldsboro. A building committee was appointed to begin planning
for a parsonage, composed of the followingg persons: K. 5. Padddi-
son, L. L. Benson, ¢. . vockrell, G. L. Jones, and Vr. J. T.
strickland.. ''he parsonage had been exchanged for the vhurch lLot.
I'ne ormonds lived in the house how occupi=d by Johnnie Jones..

His daughters were dissatisfied there so the house of Kinechen paker
on Kirst otreet was rented for them. Interest in sunday ochool
waned and reached a Low mark of 75 for weekly attendance.

un April 4, 1926, M. W. uincke delivered a memorial address
in ¢hurch in memory of u. nN. Bissette who had been an active
member for years. )

Mr. 1. €. Ewingwas Pastor in 1925-26. 4t this time n. B.
pozier and his family moved to Hocky Mount.lhe church decided to buy
their home for a parsonage. At the first Quarterly vonference the
Irustees were authorized to purchase the house for a parsonage at
the price of §6500.00. The Trustees who signed the Deed were J. N.
sills, J. K. smith, S. K. Austin, F. 8. vooper and L. W. Boddie.
I'he vacant lot pelonging to the vhurch was sold for $1000.00 and app
plied on the purchase price and the balance borrowed from the Board
vhurch Extension. Mrs. N. B. Dozier who had been an efficient
rresident of Missionary Society resigned and miss Louise 5ills was
elected in her place Mrs J. N. Sills was elected President of the
pocal Missionary Work. 1Three sunday Schools were conducted - nashw
gijle, Mapel vreek and Deans.

In 1927 L. L. singleton became Pastor. attendance in sunday
ochool decreased. unly 4 persons attended the Iraining scechool in
Rocky Mount. 1his face gave Mr singleton much concern. Ur. Heeves
was chosen for Gen. supt. of Sunday School and interest improved.
Prof. oanderson was very active in helping with Sunday school.
During Mr Singletons pastorate there does not seem to be anything
special to report, just normal reports and meetings.

''he years that Mr FKarrar was Pastor, records are missing.
The usual activities were held. une thing L do remember about him
was that he performed the marriage ceremony of my sister, Mary and
vreter dines punn vhile he was here.

Mr. u. . Hayman followed Mr Farrar in 1933-37. une thing
he did was to build a stage in the basement that coutd pe used for
pLays. After mr naymen left it was not used for that purpose and
later was taken away. Mrs vockrell was director of vhoir and Mrs.

M. W. uvincke was organist gt tnis time. 1t is interesting to note
tnat each rastor especially interested certain families and they
became more active in church work. wnashviile was made a ostation

in 1934 during Mr nayman pastorate.

vholr robes were purchased for the Junior vhoir and they
were used for the first time at the evening service March 1935.

oervices were neld at Maple ureek one afternoon each month.
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Mr lezg was pastor just before Mr nayman for two years.
puring his pastorate union services were heid cach Sunday night
with the paptist. <1ne M2thodist minister preached at the paptist
vhureh and the psaptist preacher at the Methodist Church all.during
the summer months. Missionary osociety gave $400.00 to have furnace
repaired

1 do not find Just when Nashviile was placed in tne Rocky
Mount District as some records are missing. ~Prior to that we were
in the Washington District.

Mr W. C. wilson was Pastor in L1938 for two years. nashville
was in Rocky mount vist. at that time. He wes very musical vuften
he sand a duet or with thne choir and then took his place in the pul-
pit. <“he Junior and senior League provided music for the evening
services. Mrs A. A. Ross was director of cvhoir and resigned during
his pastorate. uorraine oills wes appointed to take her pimce.ohe
continued as director for 25 years. Mrs. K. 1. Bass succeded her
in choir work. District cvonference met in nNashvitle april.19, 1938
and our vhurch served lunch for the delegates. The upper Room
was placed in the home of each Methodist family. Vvestments were
purchased for members of the Adult vhoir. Mr wilson attended the
General vonference in sirmingham, ala. June 1938 where the outstand-
ing theme was unification of Methodist uhurches.

As the vhurch was having difficulties with the finances it
was decided to take Hed uak and Yorks in with Nashville. We did
not have services on the 2nd sunday morning and the 4th Sunday
nights when our rastor went to their Jvhurches.

1wo of our pPastors had sons to join the Ministry - E. v.

Few and Mr Wilson. Both of the young men have done aggood work
and had stations for their pastorate. Mr Wilson lost a son in
service
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1 do not find Jjust when Nashville was taken off Washington
District and put on Rocky Mount Dist. but w. ¢. wWwilson was rPastor in
1937-38. &t that time we were in Rocky Mount Dist.

Mr wilson was very musical. uften he sang a duet or with
the choir and then took his place in the puipit. The Junior and
oenior League provided music for the evening services. vestments
were purchased for members of Adult ¢hoir Mrs. A. A. Ross was diree
tor of the vhoir and resigned during this period. vorraine siils
was appointed to take her pleee. ohe continued to work as direector
for 25 years. Mrs. E. I'. pass succeeded her in choir work. Uvistrie
vonference met in nashville april 19, 1938 and our Church served
lunch for the delegates. The Upper Room was placed in the home of
*each Methodist family. v

General vonference met in Birmingham, Ala. and Mr Wilson
attended as a delegate. The outstanding theme was unification of
Methodist churches.

Uften some sons like to follow their fathers in their field
of service. It is gratifying to know that led wilson and John ¥ew
son of E. v. Few were called into the ministry and have taken their
fathers plmaeces. John is in the ¥lorida vonference and led witson
pastor in Warrenton. Both fathers have retired from zctive ministry.

As the ¢church was having difficulties with the finances, it
was decided to take Hed vak and Yorks in with wmashville. During
that time we did not have services on the 2nd sunday morning and the
4th punday nights when our rastor presched In their hurches.

Mr £. u. ulegg came to wmashville in 1939. <fthen vonference
met in november so Littie work was done until January of the folilow-
ing year. 1he furnace was giving trouble and the Ladies missionary
oociety gave $400.00 to nelp with repairs.

After tne tnree opranches of methodist vhurches united
forming tne Methodist vhurcn, tnen tne Missionary osocieties of thne
tnree vhurches united into one oociety - womans oociety of uhristian
oervice. mMr oiezg presided at the organization meeting, toid tne
purpose ot the organirzation, tne goals and asked all that wouid
Join to come forward and sign the book and piedge. 45 persons signed
for membership tnat nignt. 1tne tirst President of tnhe new Society
Was Mrs. w. L. Aycock

In november (Y41 V. m. oharpe was sent to nashviile where
he served for 4 years. ne was qulet in nis manner, a devout vhris-
tian. dis son-in-izw, Mr Queen, came and held a revival whiie Mr
oharpe was pastor. une daugnter and a son were married while they
Lived nhere. when the first Home voming was neid here, 1967, Mr.
oharpe and nis second wife attended. He had a part on the program.
Mmany sad memories of nis tormer pastorate, nis only son having
recently died, his wife died and he married an old frdend of his

wife.
While Mr oharpe was pastor ne stressed the importance of

visiting in every home with interest of church work and evangelism
trying to increase attendance in ounday school and hurch worship
services. Wwhiie he was pastor Mm.Y.¥. was organized with Mrs. curtis
wllis counselor.



Womans Society of Christian Service - as given by
Miss Louise J. S8ills on Feby 2, 1959 at the
50th anniversary meeting.

Twenty five yvears seems a short time when we look bzckx-
ward. I remember the inspiring service we had 25 yeers ago while I
was president of the Foreign Missionary Society, as it was then called.
We are grateful that our Society has increased in number of menbers
and activity during this 25 year period.

The Womans work has always been a vital part of the Church
l1ife. The first womens organigzation here was the Laaies Aid Society
organized Jany. 15, 1889 - 70 years ago, with sevel members.

From the first minutes, I quote: Under the direction of
the pastor D. R. Benton, a group of ladies met at the home of Mrs.
Bettie Boddie Griffin on Jany. 15, 1889 and organized a Parsonage
Ladies Aid Society. Mrs R. B. Long was chosen as President, Mrs
Jackie A. Batchelor, Vice ¥res; Mrs Bettie B. Griffin Secy. and Mrs
Tempie Ricks, Treas. Mrs R. U. Brooks, Mrs Buc k Boddie and Miss
Tasslie Earl were appointed Executive Committee. The purpose of the
Society was to furnish the parsonage with necessary furniture and
e~ruipment. Dues were $1.00 per year. Honorary members to pay $1.00
per year were solicited. Mrs Eula Ricks Mann, Mrs Lottie Boddie and
Miss Sallie Betts were members. uater Miss delen Jenkins and Mrs
Susan Lincke were members. Mrs W. A. Campbell, Rev. B. F. Long, Fannie
Ricks and Mrs Nannie Cooper were honorary members. The Society voted
to write and get one lady from each Church on the Circuit to solicit
$1.00 from each member to help pay for the parsonage.

This first orgenization did not function long. In Apr 19
1898, under the direction of Rev. H. A. Humble, a Ladies Aid Society
was was organized with the following as officers: Pres. Mrs Hester A
Winstead, Vice Pres. Mrs E. B. Bridgers; oecy Mrs W. T. Griffin; Treas.
Mrs G. N. Bissette. Considerable discussions were had concerning a
dinner and ice cream supper to be held Court week., The members were:
Mrs Winstead, Mrs Odom, Mrs Griffin, Mrs Bridgers, Mrs Bissette, Mrs
Nep Ricks, Mrs J. 1. Strickland and Mrs M. C. Strickland. $20.00 was
voted to be paid on the parsonazge debt. Mrs Lizzie Carter and Mrs
Tassie Baker joined the society soon after the organization meeting.

In March 18399 new officers were elected: Pres. Mrs T. A.
Sills, Vice Pres. Mrs Cooper; Treas Mrs Baker; Secy. Mrs Griffin.
The members sewed on a bed quilt. At the May meeting plans were made
for a Birthday party. <The proceeds from this party was $17.91.

In 1901, $100.00 was raised by the Society which was used
on the Church and parsonage.

In looking thro the first book of Minutes of: the Society
we notice numbrous of projects engaged in by the Society. There was
2 Martha Washington Musical held which netted §31.50 profits; Baby
Show,dinners, suppers ete. and Bazaars with the idea of making money
to help build a new parsonage. ;
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Womans Foreign Missionary Society

On Feby 11, 1909, during the pastorate of Rev. C. E. Sell
a Foreign Missionary Society was organized, at the home of Mrs. J. T
Strickland. Judging from a Letter recently received from Mrs. B. W.
Cheaves of Waco, Texas, she must have been responsible for the organ-
ization of the Society. Guote "I remember very well, I tried and
tried to get the women to organize a Society in your wonderful little
city. Finally I got seven to Join, it was not long before the number
inereased. I am happy to know you are still carrying on the good
work". Mrs Cheaves must have been responsible for seven members and
two others Jjoined at the first meeting.

The officers elected were - President Mrs S. R. Griffing
Vice. Pres. Miss Fannie Ricks; Cor. Secy. Mrs W. J. Batchelor;

Rec!'d Secy. Mrs T. A. Sills; Treas. Miss Ida Ricks. In addition to
the officers, the charter members included Mrs B. W. Cneaves, Mrs.

E. C. Sell, Mrs B. H. B, Vester and Mrs J. T. Strickland. These
ladies had caught a vision of a larger field of service and wanted

to help send the gospel to women of other countries who were not so
fortunate as they were. At the first meeting of the bociety, five
subscriptions to the womans Missionary Advocate were secured. To
have an active society, the members had to be informed about the work.

After fifty years of faithful and loyal service, three of
the charter members are still living: Miss Ida Ricks who is not
active enough to be with us in person; Mrs J. T. Strickland who I
am glad is present tonight; Mrs Cheaves in Texas who sent her love
znd best wishes for tane Society.

At the second meeting two new members, Mrs G. N. Bissette
and Mrs C. C. Cockrell joined the society. Mrs Cockrell has contin-
ued to be active in the society and church. Mrs. Bissette was an
active memper until she moved away from Nashville.

Three members added their names to the roll at the April
meeting. From the minutes is noted" two most excellent selections
were read by Mesdames Bissette and Batchnelor which were calculated
to arouse missionary zeal among the members.

There were three special committees appointed whose duties
were to solicit subscriptions to the womans Missionary Advocate;
to get new members; and to visit the sick of the community.

Before the Foreign Missionary Society was organized in
Nashvilie, my Motner, Mrs T. A. Sills, assumed the support of a
Bibie women in Xorea. The name Isadore Sills was given to this
worker, honoring my mother's mother. Mrs Sills continued this pro-
jecet for several years, Lne Soclety took charge of the Bible woman
later and continued to support one and tnen another for thirty years.
This woman helped spread the gospel in benzlf of our society among
the women in Korea.

The dues of the society were ten cents a month for the
first few years, then increased to 25¢ per month. Some members
complained that they could not pay such a large amount. One member
suggested tuat the members use Mite Boxes, dropping in a penny a
day. A penny a day was so little that tne plan was zgreed on and
many used the Mite boxes. Later on stated dues were discontinued and
pledges made instead, each one giving the amount she felt that she
could give.



At each meeting there was a Bible study, and a discussion
of some method of raising money for the needs of Church or parsonzge.
One of the stuaies mentioned in the minutes which seems unusual
was Cnaracteristics in conneetion with colors and precious stones
mentioned in God's word. The Streets of the New Jerusalem are
paved witn precious stones. The course of study included the
following topies:

Obedience Diamond White
Truthfulness Saphire Blue

Justice Topaz Yellow
Honesty Ruby hed
Faithfulness Emrald Green
Diligence Carnelran drange
Patience Amethyst Purple
Temperarnce Beryl Citrine
Humility Onyx Russett
Meekness Jasper Olive

Wwisdom Opal Rainbow colors
Purity Peurl Rainbow tints

The second course comnleted the character:

Prudernce
Benevolence
Faith

Hope
Charity

Joy

Peace
Forbeararnce
Rest

Righteousness
Sanctification
Glorifycation
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Presgechers in Nashville

1938 - 1340 W. C. Wilson
1941 - 1942  Hayman

1943=- 1945 D. M. Sharpe
1946 - 1952 L A. Watts
1953~ 1956 J. P. Pegg
1956~ 1960 ¥  Ben Musser
1961- 23 68 L. P Jackson
1968 - 1972 Jordan

1973= Don Philips




Ter River Circuit, which included Frenklin, kash and Edgeconbe
Counties, was organized in the year 1778. In 1785, the Methodist
Church in America held three annual conferences, the socuthern one
was neld at the home of Green Hill, near Louisburg, with two Super-
intenaents, later celled Bishops, Francis Asbury and Thomas Coke
attending. John Yickens wno preached on iar River Circuit from
1777-1730 suggested the name which was adopted.

It is almost impossible to find any Church records prior to
1850. One factor that nelped the rapid growth of Methodism was the
Camp Meetings. These were held over the state. One was held in
Whitakers in Aug.21l., 1821. +here were 40 tents and 17 ministers attend-
ing the meeting. There were 35 sould brought to the knowledge of God
auring thne meecing.

From (uarterly Conference records we find that there 4 early
Churches in Nash County; Providence 1815; Sharon 1818; Marnes 1818,
later known zs Yorks; Free Chapel 1832.

The average circuit in those early days had from 20 to 30
appointments. Nashville Methodist records in Quarterly Conference
dates back to 1876. At that time there were 14 Churches on the charge.
which was the 4tnh largest in the whole state. In 1877 the records
show that the 14 “hurches on the charge paid the preachers salary of
$600.00 per yr, of which Nashville paid §100.00. 1lhe years following
.showed a decrease of Churches on a circuit with a variation of salary.
1878 there were 10 churches, paying §580.00; 1882 6 churches paying
- $260.00; 1884 6 churches, paying $800.00. In 1890 brought forth
the first value of Church property. : ;

In 1892 the Circuit consisted of Nashville, Bethlehem, Sharon,
Belford, and Yorks Chapel. Nashville was assessed §255.00 on preachers
salary. There were 314 members on the circuit. In 1900 the Circuit
of 6 churches contzined 436 members with the Church buildings worth
$§3000.00 and the parsonage worth $600.00. o

In 1910 the Circuit was reduced to Nashville, oharon, Yorks
and Maple Creek. The budget for Nashville, in 1919, was $1,100.00.
The 4 Churches had 337 members on the circuit.



A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE NASHVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

By
Miss Louisec Sills

The first deed for a Methodist Church in Nash County was made in 1812 when George
Sutton sold a plot of land for a church in Nashville. The location is not defi-
nitely known but it is thought to be the lot where Empress Boddic lived.

This church was used for about 50 years and it was destroyed by fire.

In October, 1871, Benjamin H. Sorsby sold a plot of land for a church and par-
sonage for the sum of 13. They actually cut logs and had them sawed and holped
build the church. This was a crude one~room building.

A large oak was blown down across this building and a now, morc attractive build-
ing was erected a few feet to the South. The new church was built about 1900

and used for 16 years. Later this building was sold to the Negro Baptists and
moved to Brooklyn and is still used for worship.

RECORDS GO BACK TO 1876

The earliest Quarterly Conference minutes that are available date back to 1876
when J. P. Moore was Presiding Elder and T. B. Ricks preacher in charge. At
that time Nashville was on the Raleigh District.

Fourteen churches comprised the Nashville Circuit and the total amount apportioned
for the Circuit was {600 per year. There was no mission work on the Circuit.

None of the country churches had Sunday School during the winter due to cold,

bad woather and roads,

In 1878 S. J. McLeon, preacher in charge, held ten protracted mestings during the
year and 61 now mombers were received into the churches. There was a total mem-
bership of 780 for the charge.

In 1880 J. T. Lyon was pastor, followed by M. H. Moore and W. J. Crowson in 1883,
At this time Nashville was taken from the Raleigh District and placed on the
Warrenton District.

In 1884 Chas. M. Cook was pastor and tha next year James ilahoney was pastor.
Almost cvery year a new preacher was sent to the Nashville Circuit. It must
have been very difficult work with so many roads almost impassable during
winter months and a salary that a family could not live an.

In 1895 Rev. L. Loith was pastor followed by R. L. Davis. Then came H. A.
Humble in 1898 for two or three years. He was pastor when the third church was
built.

H. G. Stamay, a native of Texas, was our pastor in 1905. He had a large family
and they meant much to the community. Salary was very small and it was difficult
for them to live on the amount the church paid. He said he could not write home
often because he could not afford a postage stamp, which cost two cents.

W. H. Kurtin was pastor in 1907 and 1908. The Ladiss Aid Society worked hard
while he was here to finish paying off the debt on his buggy in the amount of
.10.



In 1920 E. C. Few, a very young man, came to Nashville. He always quoted scrip-
ture from the Bible. Children loved him and filled the front pews each Sunday.
During his pastorate our Sunday School reached its peak in attendance. The
official records show an enrollment of 418 with a waeskly average of 325. A
training school was begun in Rocky PMount for Sunday School teachers and 18 from

our church attended the school.

W. C. Wilson, 1938-1940, wanted to revise the church roll, write 2ll membsrs not
living here to ascertain if living, or if they had joined other churches. fir.
Wilson was musical and often sang with the choir as well as preach. Mrs. A. A.
Rose was Music Director at that time and she resigned and Lorraine Sills was
appointed in her place. Vestments were bought for choir members.

D. M. Sharpe was pastor from 1941-45. He stressed the importance of visiting
in every home with interest of church and evangelism, trying to increase atten-
dance in Sunday School and church worship services. In 1944 the M. Y. F. was
organized with Mrs. Curtis Ellis as counselor.

In 1945 L. A. Watts became our pastor for six ysars. GSoon after his arrival,
the parsonage was repaired and redecorated. He kept an accurate count of
persons attending each service, so he could tell if congregations were in=-
creasing or decreasing. 0One of his chief aims was to have 75 persons attend
Prayer lMeeting. We reached 65 and the next week at a picnic supper; a prayer
soervice was held with many more present than 75. Each morning Mr. Watts went
the rounds down town and spoke to persons in each place of business.

In 1951 J. P. Pegg became our pastor. He was a scholarly man and preached in=-
spiring sesrmons. An air conditioning system was installed in July, 1952, at
a cost of (2,250.00. Nashville was made a station in 1954.

Ben Musser was pastor 1956-1961. Plans were begun for remodeling the basement.
Central heating and air conditioning was installed. The W. S. C. 5. had work
done on the organ. Two hundred dollars was given to a girl in collegs who was
studying for Christian education.

Our church has just completed an extensive renovation and building program.

All rooms in the old building have been renovated and a new education building
has been completed. This was made possible by an . 86,000.00 bequest from the
estate of [ir. and Mrs. Christopher Colon Cockrell. The cost of the renovation,
new building and furnishings was approximately . 325,000.00. Of this amount,
the church has only had to borrow .116,000.00. The amount that was borrouwed
was held to a minimum becauss so many individuals and families gave rooms

and furnished rooms in the buildings.

Our church stands at a cross roads and we are ready to grow with and serve the
community.
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