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METHUDIST~HURCH
at

.NA~HvILLE

Many times it is diff icul t to find the beginning of certain
organiza t.Lons, This is true of the Church in Nashville. Une early
minist er once said "Have no sar-t.hl.y records" 'I'hat must have been the
reason that so few early records were kept.

Prior to 1800 CampMe~tings were held in many pl'2ces thro the
country~ inspiration must have come from some of these and people
in Nashville wanted a Church here.

The first Deed for a Methodist chur-ch in Nash c ounty was in
1812 when George Sutton sold one acre of lEnd for a ~hurch building
adjoining the Lands of J'ames na t.cheLor- and George Boddie. The location
is not known. ~omE~have thought it was on the lot where Empress Bod-
die lived and others thought it was out of town limits. The Trustees
for this building were ~illiam Lindsey, William Boddi~, Willis Boddie
John Cooper, John Deans and Pridgen Manning. This building must have
been used about 50 years and destroyed by fire~ Nashville \rdS on the
Raleigh Di~trict.

The first uhur'c h that was remenibered WOdS on the location of
Mrs Myricks home. In ~et 1871 a plot of ground was purchased from
Benj. H. <>orsbys estate for ~13.00 to build a Methodist ~piscopal
Church, South and a parsonage. The Trustees at that time were Wm.J .B.
Harper, Wm.1'. Griffin, Josiah Jenkins, Van B·. Batchelor and George
H. Harper. They actually had logs cut and sawed and help:ed build the
Church. lBh"9parsonage was built on the lot next to Herman Bakers Home.
Evidently lil'4ashville became a eLecut t and the mt.ni.ster- W'"'dS to live he~
Th~ c nurc n was a crude one room building. W'henmy parents moved to
Nashville we worshiped in that building. ;

The earliest Quarterly Conference m.Lnu tes that are avai(~abl.-e
date back to 1876 when J. P. Moore was Presiding Elder and T. A. ~icksl
Preacher in Charge. 14 Churches comprised the .Nashville Circuit and /
the tcbtal amount apportioned for the Circltit was ~600.00 per year.
The chur-ches were Nashville, tlelford, tlethlehem, Hornes, Marnes,
bandy Cross, Chapel bprings, Mt pleasants and Mt. Zion, Buckhorn,
North and South oharon and Pleasant Grove and White Uak. This was the
4th largest Circuit In the Conference. .Nashvill~ raised :jji5.00 me
quarter and Belford 110.00.

There was a "tolerable" s unday ~chool in Rocky Mount, a
good one at tlethlehem and a lit tLe one at White uak , NO S uitable ~upt.
have been found for the other Churches. Country Sunday Schools did not
meet in winter due to cold, bad weather and roads. Seven persons were
recei ved into the ~hurch and 5 expelled or cut off.

Minutes of March 1877 report showed that all 14 c tr-curt ap-
pointments had been held stnc e the last snow. The report showed that
$40./00had been raised for Parsonage furniture and $15.00 for eunday
bcrmol in Nashvill~. No Mission work was done on the ~ircuit. With
regard:: to finances, very little has been done "owing to the great
scar i ty of money".

In 1878 b. J. MCLeodwas preacher in charge tie held 10
protracted IIl1!etings that year and 61 new members were taken in.to the
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Churches and 52 of those w~re bapt.I sed , l'he 13 Churches had a total
c hurch member-shl p of 780. 'l'he preachers salary was $500.00. Smday
i::ichools had a total enrollment of 300.r.

In 1880 J. 1'. Lyon WaS Preacher in charge. tie was a r-eLatIv e
of Mrs LUCY vatchelor. The chur-ches were now changed to warrenton
District. Plans were mads for a Deed to be made for oandy c ros s (;hurch
to sell Marnes and build a Church at Hilliardston. ·.i·hechur-ch build-
ings on the CircLtJ.t were old, delapidated and uncomfortable. Many
members utterly disregard their solemn vows of Church membership.

In 1882 M. tie Moore was Pastor in char ge , In January of
that year- he reported no ounday esc hooI on circuit functioning. Plans
must be made to carry them on during the winter. Pastor spent 101
days in personal visiting for the \ihurch work.

r n 188.3 w. J. cr ovson was Pastor. He found vhurches cold and
indifferent. Vne member was expelled. A new preacher was sent to
Nashville almost every year. It must have been a difficult Circuit
with many chur ches , roads that must have been almost impassable, es-
pecially during the winter and a salary that a family could not live on.

In 1884 J. J. Carden was Pastor and in March of that year
C. M. Cook took the pl~ce of Carden as rastor.. A mention of 80¢ for
Missions appears in the Minutes. churcbes on the cIr-cutt, at that
time were oandy \iross, White uak, Helford, Bethlehem,~haron and
Nashville.

In 1885 rtev. James Mahoney was Pastor. Conditions were
about the same.

in 1886 6. '1'. tiarrison was Pastor. *250.00 was raised for
the chur-ch building at tiilliardson - ~4.85 was collected for Missions.
While he lived in nas hvLl.Le he took as his second wife a Nashville giE
Aft'?r his death J~rs uar-r t son and family returned to Nashville, built
a hOrl"? and continued to live here. Two of his daughters made their
permanent home here - Nt's .tSlancl~ (Buck) Batchelor and Mary who mar-
ried tliram .!jenson. .rhey and their families were active members in
our church ,

ln 1887 Dr. A. D• .!jetts, affectionately known as "uncle
~etts" was the Pastor. 1 have heard more about him than the others.
tie was a deeply religious man, tie usually asked everyone if they
were ready to die. vne day he picKed up a pedbtr for a ride. When
he asked if he was r s-ady to die, the pedlar thought he was going to
kill him and jumbed from the buggy, ran and l~ft his pack of goods.
tie often spent a week a t a time with different members of the church,
tie drove an old, worn out horse. une night Mr Van vatchelor sent to
his home, took the horse out and dovn on the creek and and had him
shot. The next morning when 1)1' • .tSetts went to the stable, he found
a new good horse in his place. unly one \ionference rep.ort is avail-
abl'? while he was on the "ircuit. Then there is a break in the record
until 1898. ~ittle is known of vhurch work during that period.
When1 was a student at Greensboro \ioll~ e, uncle .oetts often came
and conducted the morning ",hapel service.
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in 1890 N. fi. xLcnar-d son was pas tor~ followed by J osephAi.
ureen in 1891 a.:1-J b,. At· Chaffin in 1892 • z nen carne ~ • ..I.. J'loylean .u:S'13
and .J..~'14. ....,ei'orenis \,;onversion,ne was a miner so ne received nis
education l~te in lire. de married rva nodd ie, a l'4ashvillegirl.
After nts retirement, they made uashvlLt e their nome for years. ne
cnrLst ened my sist;er, 1sa, two years of age. .:>hesLapped him and said
lI~top putting water on my ~unday dress". Mr Moyle never stopped talk-
ing about his last whipping.

in 1895 came Hev. L. ~eith followed by H. L. uavis. ne
came to our home in the country and chr t st ened my sister nar-y , JiS a
child 1 remember Mr uavis having only one arm.

In 1898 - ~ n.~. numble was the pastor. My parents moved
to l'4ashvillethat year so he was the first l~ashville preacher that .1.
r~ally knew. They 11ved in the old parsonage, next door to nerman
.oakers house. Mrs nwuble said she enjoyed living here as she could
sit on her porch, rock and taLk '.lithher neighbors across the Dtreet.
There was no traffic in those days.

Mr Wm. ~. Uriffin was oupt. of ounday ochool, in the old
~hurch building at that time. rhe old minutes WOULd name the ones who
conducted tne devotional exercises. vften the names of u. ~. oissette
'". D. cat.cneLor-, u. ~. t;ure and later ~. ~. i'etway appeared. ns it
was a one room building, everyone met together and there was little
time for class l~ssions. ~rogram was planned for adul~.. 0mall pic-
ture cards were given to tne cnildren.

whl.1e Mr numb i,ewas yastor, a l~rg e oak tree was blown
down across the ..,hurchand crushed it. ~ new building was built on
tne lot, to tne uouth. This was a great improvement over the delapi-
dated o.i.d ..,hurchbuilding. r ne sancauary was .l"1!>rger,with two sma i i,
rooms at tne rear joining the puLplt and two ves treu.tas at the front.
These room were used for I.>undayuchool class rooms. .in the center
of the building was a large wood stove. un one side of the aisle
tne mens eLa ss, taught by i"ir.1.>• .it'. Austin and on the other side was
the Ladies ei as s, taugnt by ,'41"S ....,ettl~urirfin. ..rter a bri~1' l.esson
nr-s or irrtn would SHY "11j0W you may listen to Mr. Austin"

ounday uc,hool va s conducted each ounday mor-nIng , In the
afternoon the na pt.ist had their bunday oc noo.I , usualLy the same
persons attended both services. vnce a month there was preaching
service - once at Baptist and onc'l;:at Yrimltive bapti'St. une bUIiday
there was no preaching in Nashvil~e.

1n that ",hurch building t~ere was a steeple with a bell which
w~'S rung for all services. The b~ll was also tolled when a funeral
pr-oc essLon l~ft the home until it Ireached the cnur-ch , My brother J. 1'1.
s t rLs t o.Ll.ed the bel] when Mr Van 'batchelor lied. In horse and buggy
days, it took considerable time to go from the homes to the ",hurch.

rn 1901, nenry L. Tripp was Pastor then in 1902 for t.hree years
J. M • .tlensonwas t'astor. 'l'h'!Henson family cont.rtbuted much to the tovn
as well as the ",hurch. TWO sons, 'cLar-eric e and tliram married na shv i Li e
girls and made their homes here. !./jothof them were officials in the
\.,;rmrch for years. .::;a11ietaught ~chool, was an active worker in ~unday
~chool and Womans bociety. Mrs ./jensonwill be remember~d especially
in.Mi~sio~ work. ~h~ organir.ed the .tlrightJewel .band, many of them are
stJ.ll actlve::in ",hurch work in various communities.
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The following is C:I. progr8m render'2d by some of tne members.

Eas ter- program
of

~right Jewel ~and
~t 10 A. M.

M~thodist \..nut-en, ~ashville, n , "'.

~ong ~hildren's Praise
ttecitation "All 11ail, l'id Easter by Matt10e titamey, Lillie Gay,

0alli~ ~oddie
Hecitation "'1'h~ Risen tiavior" by walter .doddie
isas ter nanner s- by Eight lit tie gir is

nus ic "here, There and Everywhere
n ec i to tion The nuLti tude red by ",1aude rsodd i e

Music oons by ",hoir
rtec i tel t Ion "Mini st ry of Jesus by Lsa e I i i s
Dialogue " Lesson of The Lil1ies" by Lit tLe unes

Music "Motion oong
Hecit a tion
Reci tation

Music .-
Hecitation
Hecitation

Music
Hecitation
rlecitation
Hecitation

1
2

3
4

5

6
7

8
9

10
11

1213.
Ii
15
15

April 23~d

by Frank ~tamey
by Hattie Marrison

JJuette - Routh House and Isa ::>111s
" blind ljartirneus" by Z. '1'. Harrison
"Dre2.ming and waking" by Ruth Rouse
by the chol r-
f! At the Fool of rie thesda" by Jr:mnie .d10",
#Giving to Missions# by LUCY and Guy rlissette

by Louise ~ills
Music by the ",hoir

A Missionary Hecitation
Music - Missionary tlymn

" Nancy's Penny"

\"ol1.ection
16 nec t tat.t on "l')art-~,",ell" by Guy.rli.'$sette

1'he public \"ordally 1.nvi t ed

1 joined the cnur-cn vht i.e Mr e enson was pastor and so did
many of the young peopLe.

'rhe above program was rendered while Mr. otamey was pastor.
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1'305 - 06 r1r n , G. ot.amey from Texas was pastor. They had a
large family who were very popular wi th young people here. 'l'hey
m~ant much to the community. Times were hard, l:arge family, poor
salary, ne had a hard time here. tie said he could not write home
often as be eou.Ld not afford a 2¢ postage stamp. 40 years l.:a ter
a son visited hers. 11.emade the remark that every house on =aan-
ington o treet had been chang ed since the family Lef' t l~ashvil.le.
Missi.on work was done at ;.:;haron, belford and torks during Mr.
;:;tameys pastorate.

1n 1~07 -08, Mr. W. ti. Kurtin was Pastor. 1 remember him
very casually. 1 heard my Mother say that the Ladies Aid ijoci~ty
worked nard to finish raising ~10 .00 to f Lnl s h paying off the
debt on his buggy.

r n 1.90<)- 1910 Mr r;. \I. vell was Yustor. The \lnurcri~s on the
Circuit at tnat time were nas hvLl Le , ror ks , ohaz-on and Maple
\lreek. ln August 1909 !1.'e reported that 50 volume£library has been
bought for the school in Nashville.

Mr 0:;1211and his wife were very interested in Missions. They
or'gani zed the womans !t'oreign Mi'Ssionary ;:;coi~ty in Nashville. The
group met at the home of Mrs. J. '1'. ~trickland on r'eby. 11, 1909
and elect ed off1 cers. Mrs. o , !{. Griffin, £:#resident ; Miss lda tUck
Treasurer, my mother, Mrs. 1'. A. ;:;1115 uecretary. In addition to
tnem, charter members were Mi'$s r'annt e Hicks, Mrs. tSuck tSatchelor,
MrS. b. w. ~heaves, Mrs. tS. ti. b. vester and Mrs. ~. ~. vell.

une of the earliest projects of the ;:;oci~ty was the continua
tLon of support of a tiible woman in Korea begun by my Mother.
This was continued for 30 years until the uoci~ty deeid-ed to let
the funds go to a undirected rune for MissIons.

Ln 1911. - 1914 l~r J. L. Hum.Leywas Yas tor. tie reported
that r'or eign and nome Mission pledg es had be~n paid in fUll and an
offering had been made for scar i t t Training eschoo L, The c nurch
was painted during this period. G. N. Bissette resigned as uupt.
of ;:;unday bchoo1. and Mr Will Dozier was appointed.:> upt , G. 1'1.
tSissett'?, J. 0. uverton and Mrs. J. 1'. btrickJ.and were added to
the Parsonage commf, t t~~.

vur family felt very close to Mr Burnley as he performed
the rites of marriage of James l~ • .:>il1$ and Yatti~ cmtt.h and lS8
;:)i11S and barker uamer-on ; cnr t st.ened Lorraine and Pat .,il15 and
conducted the funeral of my father, 1'. A. Liills.

Mr. J. w. Autry was out pastor in 1915 and 1916. tie invited
Haymond tSrowning and his co-workers to hold a revival h~re. A
large tent was used for t hes e services - across the utreet from
Primitive Baptist ~hurch. During this revival, the leaders of out
~hurcn were inspired for a larger program of work and that called
for a new bU'llding ;'1ndeguipment.

Mr Autry received 56 members into the ~hurch in 1915.



Jfuv. L. A. 1~tts and wife came t8 N~shville in 194
The parsonage needed re~airs and to be redecorated so the Watts staid
at thd Hotel for t wo months wh:ile the ne cesaaz-y werk was being done in
the Parsonage. They brought their furniture and the Parsonage looked
very pretty while they lived there.

Mr Watts e.'lchmorning would go around to the. places of business
to greet everyone. l"eople grew to like and~ove him and the attendance
grew in size and interest. He kept a record of persons attending
services each Sunday. The service that he especially was interested
in was the 'iiednesdaynight pr'ayer'servic e. The goal Vias 75 persons 8,t
each service. The buletin dated ~;1arch2, 1947 stated that 61 were present
on W~d. night. Then 65 were prE':sent. A Sunday School picnic was held
at C rl Coopers cabin one n i vht in the Summer. After a delicious
picnIc supper, he asked the croud to gather near the porch for a service.
More than 75 people were :-Tesent so his eoal was reached.

Red Oak and Mapel Creek were on the Nashville Charge.
I do not remember the year that Nashville be came a Station. After 8
few years, for financial reasons it was decided to take the other Churches
to help with the cost of the Charge.

Red Oak had one mo rni.n« service eaoh month and Maple Creek had
the services there in afternoons. Nashville had three morning services
and all night servtces.

Pfrs Watts was deeply Lnt er-est ed the Womens work and she encour-aged
members of Missionary Society to attend the various Conferences.

Mr Watts snent six ye8rs as Pa3tor, the first to stay over 4 years.
Chai rman of Board of Steward s -- <T. C. Ellis; S. S.Supt, J. A. Glover
Pr-es v of WOIDsns Society Lou i se Sills, Organish !lireM. W. ~incke, .
Choir director Mrs Hubert E. May. S+p~8rds Mrs Ida B. Aust1n. J. N. S111s
R. H. Boone, A. W. Jenkins, G. M. Strickl::-md, G. W. Myrick

Mr J. P. Pegg followed as Pastor. He served Nashville Church
195 for four yea r-e , He was a very Learried man End preached dee»
spiritual sermons. Nashville was a Station while he wp.-spastor,
An old b1.11etioncarried the following information:
lInrs'N. C. Cooke Pres. Nomans Society of Christian Service, Mrs. J.B
Pegg, Vice, Pres. President of Youth Fellowship - Marvin Huckabee;
Church School Supt/ J. A. Glover, Adult Division D. P. McCain
C. H. Fries youth Div. Mrs J. N. Sills Childrens Division, W. M.
Ferrell Treasurer, NIrs C. C. Cockrell, Pf.ani st , Board of Missions
Miss Lou i.se Sills. B,)ard of E.~rangel$sm J. D. Dickens, Board of
Christian Stewardsh-Ln A. G. Griffin. Oomn it t ee of Christian Stewardship
Mrs C. L. B,.,nson, Board of Rosuital and Homes, TVrrsHerman Baker,
Committee on iVisitation ~rs D. A. Wiley Mrs George Womble, Mrs Ben Vick,
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The y ear-s Mr l"arrar served as Pastor of our church, the r,ecords
are missing so I cannot wri t e much about him. The usual procedure, :Qf
services ~ere held. I do remember he perform~d the marriage ceremony
of my sister Mary and Peter Hines bunn 'While he .vas Pas tonv . ," ",', ' ,

L. D. Haymonfollowed him in 1933 - 1937. , One thing he did ~as
to build a stage in the basement that could be used for plays etc. It
'Wasnot used for that purpose after he 1eftand later 'Was t.aken out. ~\
Mrs c , c . uockr-e.l I was d.irector of the c not r and Mrs M. W. Lincke 'was
org.anist while he was here. It is interesting to note that each preach€l"
especially interested certain gamilies and brought them in closer ' "
work in the cmn-ch, 1-1..c-.J' t'<t ~~<f' 11~ tp-"'~ <~~ ~7" fLL~ ," ,
1,,9-Y1 I do not find just vhenNashville wa,s 'p1ac~d,'in Ro,c~yMount JHstn
§ome records are mt.s s Ing.s. WnenW. c , Wilson was Pa.stor in 1938 we ven~~ "
on Rocky Mount Ddst r Lct , Mrs A. A. Ross was director of \,;hri,~r;and"re~:,{"
signed. Lorraine oi11s .,as appointed to take her place. ' g'he'ca:rri,ed,.,
the choir work on for 25 years. Mr Wilson was very musical, •. Of·tietr,~"heI :
s2rng Ln a, duet or wi th the choir and then took his pbace in .tl1e pulpit. . ,
Th~ Junior and ~enior, League provided music for the 'evening: servi:ce$ ", ';:"',
lit!l11e he was here, often rendering a ~pecial numbar , The pi:strict " ,.:,
cont'er-enc e met here on April 19, 1938 and ou~ c tiurch serv.~d'''~a'lun~hrQ~
the delegates. The upper Roomwas placed in the home of~rach M~t'~is~"
family vestments were purchased for members of the t.;hoir,.,~;-,Mr,:':Wil!so.n•. .',,:
at tended the General conf'er-ence in .IHrmingham" Ala.' June ,19Jg ·where' t:q.~'., '
,putstand ing theme WaS unification on Methodist chur cnes , . ,~;,;':',,1 "",';:":::,,"

As the cnur ch -was having difficultlesvith the' £inances;t'l,t':vas'
decided to take Red Oak and Yorks in with J.'4Clshvii1e. The we did not· -
have services on

l
the 2nd sunday mor1n1ingan

1
d
39
the4Tt~::;~dnf'ay"night~.: "'~"-\:l.,<

J 9z~ E. L., \,; 7gg came to l~ashvi e in 9 • hen \;;0 ' eJ'l~~e~s ~~'~.. ~, " :: '
in l~cyember so ll.t tle work was done until January of the following -ye~r$.
The furnace was giving trouble and the Missionary .3ociety gave ~400.00, -:
to help with the repairs. . '

After the three branches ofM-ethodist chur-ches urii~~d, forming
the M>athodist chur-ch, then the Missionary ;:)ocieties of the',.thre~ unf.t-ed
into -one eocf ety - Womansi:ioc1et.y of vhrtstian e:;jerVice.'Mr vl~gg' Pr.~~ .
sided at our meeting, told the. purpose of the organizationand ,the goals
and asked all that would join to come forward a,nds.1gn the poak and
pledg e. 45 per sons signed for membership that ndght , the rir~t ,jfres""
e.Lect ed was M.rs L. .L. Aycock.. ' ,:,"

uften sons like to follow their father,s in 'their field of:' service.
1t is gra t Lt'y Lng to know tha t l'ed Wilson and Jonn '!"ew,;'werecalled to '
the ministry and have taken their fatners p.l..aces. John Ls in the
It'lorida vonference, doing a goocwcr-k and 'J.'ed·is in Warfenton,carrying
on a good work there. tioth of their fathers 'have, .reti~ed from ac t.tve; .
ministry. ' r • ,

In 1'40V. 1941 D. M. ~harpe was sent to .Nashville where he served
for 4 years. Mr ~harpe yas qu.igt in his manner, a devout \,;hristian_
His son in law, Mr Queen came and held revival ,services "While.nr oriar pe
"Was pas t.or , Wewere happy to have Mr e nar-pe return to out chur-ch :rOT
Homecomi.ng, 'Ihe visi t brought sad memories for him as m$vife had.
passed away and he had remarried an old friend.tiisonlysor.i had. been ~,
k iLl.ed recently. ;', "A "':':!'i"'~'.("~',,';~,.:-.,' ,

1'i~k.. ~'A.-r ~~ ~ -st~:.... I't PI+'~:~?,7~:
;' >' ,I 1 i.•



Rev. A. L. urmond followed.M.r !t'ewin 19.24-25. Guy Hissette
'Wasappointed to take the pJ.~ceof his father, G • .N.Hissette, on
the ~oard of ~tewards, also he was appointed Gen~ral bupt. of tneounday ochool, to the p.1;aceof '.1.'. n , uameron 'Whohad just moved to
GolJlsboro. A bui1.ding committee was appointed to begin planning
for a parsonage, composed of the followingg persons: 1£.b. Padddi-
son, ~. L. ~enson, ~.~. ~ockrell, G. L. Jones, and Dr. J. f.
btrick1.and.. The parsonage had been exchanged for the churcn lot.
rne ormonds lived in the house how occupied by Johnni1! Jones ••
His daughters were dissatisfied there so the house of Kinchen Haker
on l"irstbtreet was rented for them. Interest in omday ochoo1.
waned and reached a low mark of 75 for weekly attendance.

un April 4, 1926, M. W. Lincke delivered a memorial address
in ~hurch in memory of ti. fiebissette 'Whohad been an active
member for years. •

Mr • .ti.(:;.Ewingwas l"astor in 1925-26. ~t this time N. b.
Dozier and his family moved to Hocky Mount.'fhe chureridecided to buy
their home for a parsonage. At the first Quarterly ~onterence the
Trustees were authorized to purchase the house for a parsonage at
the price of $6500.00. The Trustees who signed the Deed were 'J. ~.
bills, J. K. bmith, ~. Y. Austin, Y. H. ~ooper and L. W. Hoddie.
The vacant lot belonging to the c nur-ch was sold for ~lOOO.OO and aPl'
plied on the purchase price and the balance borrowed from the Hoard,
~hurch Extension. Mrs. N. H. Dozier who had been an efficient
President of Missionary boci~ty resigned and Miss Louise ·bill.svas
eLec ted in her pl.llceMrs J. N. sills was elected President of the
Local Missionary Work. Three bUIlday esehoo.rswere conducted - uashv
giJ,.le,M.apel~reekand ueans , , . ,

Ln 1927 lJ. 1'.sIng i.eton became Pastor. Attendance in Liunday,'
ochoo1 decreased. unly 4 persons attended the Training behool in
Rocky Mount. 'l'hisface gave Mr eLng.reton much concern. !Jr. Heeves .,'
was chosen for Gen. esupt, of ~unday ~chool and interest improved. ',',
prof. uanderson was very active in helping with ~unday eschoo.r,
During Mr ~1ngletons pastorate there does not seem to be anything
spec~al to report, just normal reports and meetings.

The years that Mr l"arrar was Pastor, records are missing.
'l'heusual ac tIvi ti-eswere held. une thing 1 do remember about him
was that he performed the marriage ceremony of my sister, Mary and
l"eternLries eunn while he was here.

Mr. L • .tj. nayman followed Mr l"arrar in 1<133-37. une thing
he did was to build a stage in the basement that COUld be used for
p.i.ays, After lvtrnaymen left it was not used for tnat purpose and
1.aterwas taken away. Mrs vockrell was director of vhoir and Mrs.
M. W. Lincke was organist ~t this time. It is interesting to note
that eaCh Pastor especially interested certain f'amilies and tney
became more active in ~hurch work. fiashvill~ was made a Litation
in .1934during Mr .tiaymanpastorate.

",hoir robes were purchased for the Junior ~hoir anq they
were used for the first time at the evening service March 1935.

oervices were neld at Maple vreek one afternoon each month.
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Mr ~l~g was pastor just before Mr nayman for two years.
During his pastorate union services were hetd each tiunday night
with the ljaptist. 'l'ne M~thodist mim.at er preached at tne ~aptist
~hurch and tne ljaptist preacher at the Methodist Church all.during
the tiummermonths. Missionary ooci~ty gave $400.00 to have turnace
repaired

1 do not find just when ~ashville was placed in tne Rocky
Mount District as some records are missing. j#rior to that we were
in the Washington District.

Mr W.G. wilson was Pastor in 1~38 for two years. ~ashville
was in Hocky Mount Vist. at that time. He was very musical uften
he sand a duet or with the choir and then took his p..L-1!.ce in the pUl.-.'
pi t. 'l'he Junior and tienior League provided music for the evening ,"-
services.. Mrs 1\. A. Ross was director of ~hoir and resigned during-
his pastorate. Lorraine oil.lS was appointed to take ner p..l2!.ce.tihe
continued as director for 25 Y1:!srs. Mrs.,I:!;. 1'. tsaas succeded her "
in chOir work. District ~onference met in Nashville April~19, 1938
and our c hur-ch served lunch for the delegates. The upper .fioom
was placed in the home of each Methodist family. vestments were
purchased for members of the AduJ.t ~hoir .. Mr ~ilson attend~the
General ~onference in ljirminghaIIl, Ala. J una 1938 where" the o'Utsta:nd~ "
ing theme was unification of Methodist \,;hurehes. . , ,.

AS the c nurcn was having difficu1 tIes with the finances it' "
was decided to take Hed uak and Yorks in with .Nashville. Wedid. "
not have services on the 2nd otmday morning and the 4th ~unday
nights when our Pastor went to their ~hurches.

Two of our }:J,astors had sons to join the Ministry' - ,I:!;.".
l"ew and Mr Wilson. ljoth of the young men have done a tgood work : . ,.\
and had stations for their pastorate. Mr Wilson lost a son in' ,'/
service

i •. •

, '
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1 do not find just when .Nashville was taken off Washington
District and put on Rocky Mount Df.s t , but W. ~. wilson was .tIastorin
1937-38. ~t that time we were in Rocky Mount Dist.

Mr wilson was very musical. uften he sang a duet or with
the choir and then took his pl-acein the pUlpit. 'l'heJunior and
~enior !.teagueprovided music for the evening services. vestments
were purchased for members of Adult ~hoir Mrs. A. A. Noss was diree
tor of'the vhoir and resigned during this period. !.torraineijillS
was appointed to take her pl~ee. ~he continued to work as dlrgetor
for 25 years. Mrs. E. ~. ~ass succeeded her in choir work. Vi~trie
~onference met in ~ashvil1e April 19, 1938 and our ~hurch served
lunch for the delegates. The Upper Room was pl.ced in the hameof

~each Methodi~t family. v
General ~onference met in tiirmingham, Ala. and Mr Wilson

attended as a del~ate. Th~ outstanding theme was unification of
Methodist ~hurches.

uft~n some sons like to follow their fathers in their tield
of service. It:ts gratifyIng to know that 'i.'edwilson and John !t'el(
son of E •.v. Fellwere called into the ministry and have taken their
fa tner-spl<l!.ees.John is in the iI'lorida\"onference and :red ~d.Lson
pastor in warrenton. ~oth fathers have retired !rom active ministry.

AS the c nurcn was having difficulties with the finances., it ,,-I

vas decided to take Red uok and lorks in with ftashvill'9'.During
that time we did not have services on the 2nd &:iundaymorning and the
4th ounday nights when our t"astor preached in t~ir chueehes , . -

Mr ~. 1.1. vl~g eame to 1.ashvi11e in 1939. l'henvonterence
Inlet in november- so l.ittl.ework was done until January ot the rOl10v-
ing yoear. l'hefurnace was giving trouble and the .ladiesMissionary
~oci~ty gave ,400.00 to nelp with repairs. .

Arter tne tnree orancnes or Methodist vhurches unit~
forming tne l~thodist vhurcn, tnen tne Missionary ~oci-.!tiesor tne
tnree vhUrch9s united into one ~oeiety - womans .,oeiety or vhrlstian
.,er'liee. Mr v.l~g presided at tne organtzatLon meeting, tOl.d tne
purpose or tne organi~ation, tne goals and asked all that WOUld
join to come forward and sign the book and pl.~e. 45 persons signed
t'ormembership tnat n1gnt.J.'ne t'1rstr-resident or tne nev &:ioei-ety
was Mrs. 1.1. 1.1. Aycock

Ln l.•ovember l.'J41 1). M..Llharpe vas sent to r4ashviJ..levhere
he served for 4 years. ne 'Was quiet in his manner, a devout vhris-
tian. rtis son-in-.l~w, Mr Queen, came and he.lda reviva.l whil.e Mr
~harpe 'Waspastor. une daugnter and a son were marri~d vhile they
l.ived here. When the first tlome~oming was ne.ldhere, 1967, Mr.
onar-pe and nts second "if eat tended. tlehad a part on the pr~ ram.
Many sad memories of nis rormer pastorate, .oi5only son "'~ving
recentLy died, his wife died and he married an old frmend or his
'Wife. While Mr Llharpe was pastor ne stressed the importance of
visiting in every home 'With interest of ~hurch work and evangelism
trying to increase attendance in .,unday dehoo.!.and vhurch worship
services. While he was pastor M.Y.~. was organi&~ vith Mrs. vurtis
~J.lls counselor.



~Jomans Society of Chr:LstiaIJ Service - CiS e;ivsn by
Miss Louise J. Sills on F~by 2, 1959 at the
50th anniversary meeting.

';

Twenty five years seems a short time whsn we look back~
ward. I remember the inspiring service we had 25 years ago while I
was president of t ne Foreign Hi ssionary Society, as it was then called.
We are grateful tha t our Society has increased in number- of member-s .
and activity during this 25 year period.

,
The Womans work has always been a vi tal part of the Church ,;

life. The first i';omans or-gan l xa t i on here was the Lao t es Aid Society
or-g an t zed Jany. 15 J 1689 - 70 years ag o , wi tb seven members.

\ L .~

From the first minutes, I quote: Under the direction (of .'
the pastor D. R. Benton, a group of ladies met at the home of Mrs~ ;;,
Bettie Boddie Griffin on J·any. 15, 1889 and org.anized a Parsonage'
L'Rdies Aid Society. Mrs R. B. Long was chosen as President, Mrs' :"
Jackie A. Batchelor, Vice i-Ires; Mrs Bet tie B. Griffin Secy.and Mrs,.' ;';i.
Tempie Ricks, 'I'rea.s , Mrs R. U. Brooks, Mrs Buc k Boddie and Miss .... ,1. "',:{

Tassie Earl were appointed Executive Committee. The' purpose 'of the ".,,'
Society 'Was to furnish the parsonage wi th necessary furni t.uee and. ':'i,\~ ".",/,';, '

eout.pmen t , Dues were $1.00 per year. Honorary members to pay.$l~'QOi"":'''.'
per year 'Were soliei ted. Mrs Eul.a Ricks Mann, Mrs Lo.t t t e- 13P4dj,.~, l&Iiid .. '
Miss Sallie Betts were members. Later Miss Helen Jenkins'·and Mrs":":,':,"
Susan Lincke were members. Mrs W. A. Campbell, Rev. B. F. Long, Fannie'
Ricks arid Mrs Nannf.e Cooper Yere honorary members. 'fhe Socfi!ty ,v~t,-ed;'>~yl/:'
to write and get one lady from each Church on the Circuit to solici',;t' "'\~~';'
$,1.00 from each member to help pay for the parsonage. " ' '

" " .". ,:\J"~~;:';):'" '
This first organization did not function long •. .Ln Apr'19' :i:'\'''"

1898, under the direction of Rev. H. a , Humble, a Ladies AldSocie1;.Y·:,'"
was was organized wi th the following as officers: Pres. Mrs Hest~r A ": "
Winstead, Vice Pres. Mrs E. B. Br-Ldg er s ; ciecy Nrs'·W.T. G'r~ffin;,\~r,e:8's.
Mrs G. N. Bissette. Considerable discussions were ,~d con~erti},.ng.a.'··,(":;:;
dinner and ice cream supper to be held Court week. .. 'rhe member-s were:!··.>'
Nrs 'Winstead, Mrs Odom, Mrs Griffin, Mrs Bridgers,' Mrs Bissette,M.rs; ,'"
l'lep Ricks, Mrs J. 1'. Strickland and Mrs M. C. Strickland. '$20.00:\,wa.s ,
voted to be paid on the par-sonage debt. Mrs Lizz;j.e I.qarter. and l1J;:.~,-.'. ,'; ··~.:i,':,
Tassie Baker joined the society soon after the or.g8,n:t~atiori. meetip.;g~'·ii~:;r,r~!.;1'

- 1 , " .' I ";.":~!::~,'.':.\:.~;tlfh..

In March 1899 new officers were elected: Pres'~Mrs T.' A :.i:"' .. ;'
Sills, Vice Pr es , Mrs Cooper;, Tre.as Mrs Baker; Secy. Mrs Griffin.' :\ :" ,
The members sewed on a bed qui 1t. A t the May meet I'ng plans', were ma<te"
for a Birthday party. The proceeds from this pa:rty was ~17.91., \,.... ;. I"

In 1901, $100.00 'Was raised by the Society which ~as used',
on the Church and parsonage.

In looking thro the :fiirs;tbo.ok :of Mlhut.es,_ofc the Society'
we notice numerous of projects engaged in by the Society. There w:~s
:a Martha Washington Musical held 'Which netted $31.50,profits; Baby,
Show ,dinners, suppers e tc , and Bazaars "ieh the idea of maktng II).on~y'.. '.',
to help build a new parsonage. " ;" ~"'·.,.;S,,, ... ,,

,,::.:~{i/t;}~i;~'.I·
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Womans Foreign Missionary Soc:i.ety

On Feby 11, 1909, during the pastorate of Rev. C. E. s-i r ,.
a Foreign Hissionary Society va s organized, at the home of Mrs. J.,T ..
Strickland. Judging from a letter recently received from Mrs .•B. W:.
Cheaves of Waco, Texas, she must have been responsible for the or-gan-.
i zation of the Society. (.~uote"I remember very well, I tried and, ,
tried to get the women to organize a Society in your 'Wonder.:fullittl.e
city. Finally I got seven to join, it was not long before the number ,::'
increased. I am happy to know you are still car-ryLng on the good.
work". Mrs Cheaves must have been responsible for seven members and
two others joined at the first meeting. .

The officers elected were - President Mrs S. R. Griffin;'
Vice. Pres. Miss Fannie Ricks; Cor. Secy. Mrs W. J. Batchelor;
Recld Secy. Mrs T. A. Sills; Treas. Miss Ida Ricks. In addition to
the officers, the cilarter members included Mrs B. W. Cheaves, Mrs.
E. C. Sell, Hrs B. H. B. Vester ~nd Mrs J. T. Strickland. These
ladies had caught a vision of a 12rger field of service and wanted
to help send the gospel to women of other countries 'Who 'Were not so
fortunate as they were. At the first meeting of the Society, five
subscriptions to the womans Missionary Advocate were secured. To
have an active society, the members had to be informed about the work.

After fifty years of faithful and loyal service, three of
the cnart.ermembers are still living: Hiss Ida Ricks who is not.
acti ve enough to be wi th us in person; Mrs J. T. Striclcland who I
am glad is present tonight; Mrs Cheaves in Texas who sent her love
Rnd best wishes for t~e Society.

At the second meeting two new members, Mrs G. N. Bisse~te
and Mrs C. C. Co ck r-eLl. joined the society. Mrs Cockrell has contin-
ued to be active in the society and church. Mrs. Bissette was an
active member until SI1emoved away from N<lshville.

. Three members added their names to the roll at the Auril
meeting. From the minutes is noted" t'Womost excellent selections
were read by Mesdam~s Bissette and Batchelor which vere calculated
to arouse missionary zeal among the members.

There were three special committees appointed whose duties
were to solicit SUbscriptions to the Womans Missionary Advocate;
to get new members; and to visit the sick of the community.

Before the Foreign Missionary Society was organized in
Na snvi Li.e, my Motner, Mrs T. A. Sills, assumed the support of a
Bible -Woman in Korea. 'l'hename Isadore Sills WdS given to this
worker, honor intimy mother's mother. MY'S Sills continued this pro-
ject for several years, tn<::>Society took ch2.rge of the Bible Woman
la ter and continued to support one and t.heri another for thirty years.
This woman helped spread the gospel in behalf of our society among
the women in Korea.

The dues of the society were ten cents a month for the
first few years, then increased to 25(t per month. Some members
complained that they could not pay such a large amount. One member
suggested tl~t the members use Mite Boxes, dropping in a penny a
day. A penny a day W3S so little that the plan wa.s agreed on .and
many used the tv1iteboxes. Later on stated dues were discontinued and
pledges oade instead, each one giving the amount she felt thDt she
could give.

. ,!t'f

\

, ,



At each meeting there was a Bible stuty, and a discussion
of some method of raisine money for the needs of Church or parsonage.
One of the stuaies mentioned in the minutes which seems unusual
was Characteristics in connection \-it th colors and. precious stones
mentioned in uod's ~\ord. The Stre'?ts of the New Jerusalem are
paved with precious stones. The course of study included the
following topics:
Obedience
Truthfulness
Justice
Honesty
Fai thfulness
Diligence
Patience
Temperance
Humt lt ty
l1eekness
1n'isdom
Puri ty

Diamond
Saphire
Topaz
Ruby
Emrald
Carnelran
Amethyst
Beryl
Onyx
Jasper
Opal
Pe a r I

White
Blue
Yellow
Red
Green
Orange
Purple
Citrine
Russett
Olive
Rainbow
Rainbow

colors
tints

The second course completed the char-ac t er i

Pru',ence
Benevolence
Faith
Hope
Chari ty
Joy
Peace
Forbearance
Rest
Righteousness
Sanctification
Glorifycation

n r .''r ..



2reac~ers for ~bshville

1876 .' I (14 Churches, l\asllviLL'2 Ct. )T- • 0 R~~..) .
1878 s. J. HcLeon 10 chur cne s

1880 J . L. Lyon

1882 M. H. Moore 7 churches

1883 ~v• J. C'r ow t.on

1884 J. J. Carjen
1885

I£'
1887

4
1890

James Mahony
':Z: ,- 1-( e,••••. z..>c....._~'"'-

A. L. Betts
;-;>,..- [ •..- 13 (~.-<.itb'
N. R. Riehardson (8 Cr1UrC:l'2S, - Spr Lrig llo pe )

1891 Jos'2ph A. Green

1892 L. H. vhaffin

1893 s. T. Moyle (5 Churches)

1895 Langborne'Leitch

1896 R. Lee Davis

1898 H. J\ 0 Humb.l e

190~ H. ~. Tripp

1902 J • fvt • Benson

1905 H. ,-, St-ameyu.

1907 W. H. i\.ir'Con

1909 ~. r, S e 1.1;v.

191!J
0..1 L /..;'-::(-!

J. L. Rumb Ley (4 churches !ell y-
j ~/:': /r... ~

,

191i, L. B. jones1 =":
(( cc .' '-<" "

19W E. C. Few

lo yu-<-Lt.....:

J
.

/

-S \} ~J. .••..J .[c.. [6' J.-",
/,/ / . C.vel l,..,~, J..



1939 ,..E_--E •..",Cle.g!:~

191~1 D. H. Sharpe

1945 L. A. \.Ja.t ts

1951 J. P. Pegg
195& Ben Musser

:£ e i,{~~ c,
/i -

,\ I

Sta t ion

\ '1::~tJ

J'i b S)

,',

ii....... ..



Preaachers in

1,938
1941

194:)
1942

1943~- 19~5
1946 '- 1952
i953- l.956
1956- 1960
1961- \,]9 f 68

1968
1973=

1972

Nashville

w. C. Wilson
Hayman

D. M. 3larpe

L A. Watts
J. P. Pegg

Ben Musser
L. P Jackson
Jordan

Don Philips

.,
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Tar River Cireui t, :\-rpichincluded Fr-ankl Ln, r'; ash and Edgecombe

Countiss, was organized in tre year 1778. In '1785, the Methodist
Church in America held three'. annuaL conferences, the southern one
was held at the home of Green Hill, near Louisburg, with two Super-
intendents, later called Bishops, Francis Asbury and ThomasCoke
atter.ding. John .uickens who preached on ··J..arRiver Circuit from
1777-1780 suggested the name which was adopted •.

It is almost impossible to find any Church records prior to
1850. One factor t nat helped the rapid growth of Methodism' was the
Camp Heetings. These were held over the state. One v.a.5' held in

, . . h\{h;l.takers in Allg.21,-!1821• -rier e '"Were40 tent s.vandvL? ministers a ttend-.
:';' ::"-,,4'lng the meeting. There were 35 ~soul~ brought to the knowledge of God

; during the meeting. '
.1

!, i.

From Quarterly Conference records lie . .find: that there 4 early
Ghurches in Nash County; Providence 1815; Sharon ;l818; Marnes 1818,
later known as Yorks; Free Chapel 1832. . ,

. The average circuit in' those early days- ·~d f'r-om20 to 30
appointme~ts. Nashville Methodis·t' records, in .Qtia:l'~er1~~Confer,ence . ~
d.at.es back to 1876. At tha~ ,time :there' vere :,14 Ghurches. on the cnarge., .'
.1Ilhichwas .the 4th largest in the' ~~91e, st~t~~ :',IPJ~:l87? ·th~ rec'?l'd's', ,... ""

I'. show that the 14 vnur-ches on the .chliirge pa'id the·, preaahers salary of
~,." $600.00 per yr, of \ihich Nashville 'paid $LOO~.()Q.,·11&ey~rs fol10ldng
, ' ."showeda decrease of Churches ona circuit vi th a, .var-LatLen ·of' sa lar-y ,
n-',,:~1878 there 'were 10 churches, payLng $580.00;. 1882 6 churches paying'
: ..$260.00; 1884 6 churches, p:aying i800.00. In 1890 br-ought- .forth "
the first value of Church property. . '. .

,
In 1892 the Circui t consisted of ,Nashville,' Beth~ehe:m,.. Snaron, .

Belford, and Yorks Chapel. Nashville was assessed $255".00 on preachers'
s aLar-y,. There were 314 members on ,the circuit •. Ip,-:I90Q,the Circuit . ',I
of 6 churches contained 436 members with the' Churen buildings wo'rth i
~,3000.00 and the parsonage worth $600.qO., ! .,. . .' "-.1.

In 1910 the Circuit was reduced to Nashvi11e~'Sharon, Yorks
and Hap1e Creek. 'The budget for Nashville, in 1919, was $1,100.00.
The 4 'Churches had 337 members on the circuit.

.'~,

'"



A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE NASHVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

By

Miss Louisa Sills

The first deed for a Methodist Church in Nash County was made in 1812 when George
Sutton sold a plot of land for a church in Nashville. The location is not defi-
nitely known but it is thought to be the lot whore Empress Boddio lived.

This church was used for about 50 years and it was destroyed by fire.

In Octobor9 18719 Benjamin H. Sorsby sold a plot of land for a church and par-
sonage for the sum of ~13. Thoy actually cut logs and had them sawed and helped
build the church. This was a crude one-room building.

A large oak was blown down across this building and a now, morc Bttrac~ivo build-
ing was erected a few feet to the South. The new church was built about 1900
and used for 16 years. Later this building was sold to the Negro Baptists and
movod to Brooklyn and is still used for worship.

£LECORDS GO BACK TO 1876
The earliest Quarterly Conference minutes that are available date back to 1876
when J. P. Moore was Prosiding Elder and T. 8. Ricks preacher in charge. At
that time Nashville was on the Raleigh District.

Fourteen churches comprised the Nashville Circuit and the total amount apportioned
for the Circuit was :600 per year. There was no mission work on the Circuit.
None of the country churches had Sunday School during the winter due to cold9
bad woather and roads.

In 1878 S. J. McLeon9 preacher in charge9 held ten protracted meetings during the
year and 61 new mombers were received into the churches. There was a total mem-
bership of 780 for the charge.

In 1880 J. T. Lyon was pastor9 followed by M. H. Moore and W. J. Crowson in 1883.
At this time Nashville was taken from the Raleigh District and placed on the
Warrenton District.

In 1884 Chas. M. Cook was pastor and the next yoar James Mahoney was pastor.
Almost overy year a new preacher was sent to the Nashville Circuit. It must
have been very difficult work with so many roads almost impassable during
winter months and a salary that a family could not live on.

In 1895 Rev. L. Leith was pastor followed by R. L. Davis. Then ca~8 H. A.
Humble in 1898 for two or three years. He was pastor when the third church was
built.

H. G. StameY9 a native of Texas9 was our pastor in 1905. He had a large family
and they meant much to the community. Salary was very small and it was difficult
for them to live on the amount the church paid. He said he could not write home
often becausG he could not afford a postage stamp9 which cost two cents.

W. H. Kurtin was pastor in 1907 and 1908. The Ladies Aid Society worked hard
while he was here to finish paying off the debt on his buggy in the amount of
GIO.



'.-~-
In 1920 E. C. Few9 a very young man9 came to Nashville. He always quoted scrip-
ture from the Bible. Children loved him and filled the front pews each Sunday.
During his pastorate our Sunday School reBched its peak in attendance. The
official records show an enrollment of 418 with a w8ekly average of 325. A
training school was begun in Rocky Mount for Sunday School teachers and 18 from
our church attended the school.

w. C. Wilson9 1938-19409 wanted to revise the church rol19 write all members not
living here to ascertain if living, or if they had joined other churches. Mr.
Wilson was musical and often sang with the choir as well as preach. Mrs. A. A.
Rose was Music Director at that time and she resigned and Lorraine Sills was
appointed in her place. Vestments were bought for choir members.

D. M. Sharpe was pastor from 1941-45. He stressed the importance of visiting
in every home with interest of church and evangelism, trying to increase atten-
dance in Sunday School and church worship services. In 1944 the M. Y. F. was
organized with Mrs. Curtis Ellis as counselor.

In 1945 L. A. Watts became our pastor for six years. Soon after his arriva19

the parsonage was repaired and redecorated. He kept an accurate count of
persons attending each service9 so he could tell if congr.egations were in-
creasing or decreasing. One of his chief aims was to have 75 persons attend
Prayer Meeting. We reached 65 and the next week at a picnic suppers a prayer
service was held with many more present than 75. Each morning Mr. Watts went
the rounds down town and spoke to persons in each place of business.

In 1951 J. P. Pegg became our pastor. He was a scholarly man and preached in-
spiring sermons. An air conditioning system was installed in July, 19529 at
a cost of ~29250.00. Nashville was made a station in 1954.

Ben Musser was pastor 1956-1961. Plans were begun for remodeling the basement.
Central heating and air conditioning was installed. The tv. S. C. S. had work
done on the organ. Two hundred dollars was given to a girl in college who was
studying for Christian education.

Our church has just completed an extensive renovation and building program.
All rooms in the old building have been renovated and a new education building
has been completed. This was made possible by an :869000.00 bequest from the
estate of Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Colon Cockrell. The cost of the renovation9
new building and furnishings was approximately 23259000.00. Of this amount9
the church has only had to borrow il169000.OO. The amount that was borrowed
was held to a minimum because so many individuals and families gave rooms
and furnished rooms in the buildings.

Our church stands at a cross roads and we are ready to grow with and serve the
community.
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