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The momentous growth of Methodist mission work in China in the ninetenth and twentieth centuries can be traced to an almost happenstance occurrence on the North Carolina coast.  The story relates to not only Methodism in China but also to the history of Trinity College,  which later became Duke University, and the development of modern China.                                                           .        The story begins in a happenstance occurence in 1880, when a U.S. Revenue Cutter, the USRS Albert Gallatin, a square-rigged steamer, docked at Portsmouth Island at the southern tip of the North 
Carolina Outer Banks. The island is located just below Ocracoke.   
Eric Gabrielson, the Captain of the Gallatin, was a native of Stavanger, Norway, and had served in the Union Army during the Civil War. He had settled in Edgartown, Massachusetts, on Martha’s Vineyard, shortly after the war’s end. There he married Mary Isabella Wimpenny and they were ardent Methodists.
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On board the cutter Gallatin the Captain discovered a young Chinese stowaway, who came to be known as Charlie Soong. He listened to the young man’s story, accepted him on board and eventually brought him into the U. S. Revenue Service.  While he was given the job of cabin boy, he came to be far more than this and was virtually adopted by Gabrielson.

 Charlie Soong 宋嘉澍 (1863–1918), was born Han Jiaozhun 宋耀如 and was reared until he was nine years of age in Wenchang, a port on the eastern coast of the island of Hainan. After study in Indonesia, the teenaged Charlie sailed to Boston to work for an uncle at his tea and silk shop in the city's Chinatown District. Soon he left his uncle and stowed away in January, 1879,  on the USS Albert Gallatin of the U.S. Revenue Cutter Service, forerunner of the Coast Guard.
  
A year later in 1880, the Albert Gallatin docked in Portsmouth, North Carolina, Capt. Gabrielson was invited to join Samuel Chadwick, the local customs agent, for dinner. Chadwick, from a prominent Methodist family on the North Carolina coast, offered to say grace over the meal.  
Capt. Gabrielson, impressed with the devout demeanor of his host, decided to tell him about the young Chinese cabin boy on the Gallatin. He said that the youngster was bright and had expressed interest in studying in America.  Samuel Chadwick suggested that he bring him to Wilmington, North Carolina, where he was moving.  It was a fortunate happenstance because  Gabrielson also was being transferred to Wilmington in May of 1880 where he would assume command of another cutter, the  USRC Schuyler Colfax.
In Wilmington, Capt. Gabrielson attended Fifth Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church, South.  A member of the congregation, Col. Roger Moore, invited Charlie Soong to live with him and his family.  Joining the family for church, he responded to the invitation given in a revival meeting and accepted Christ as his Savior.  On Sunday, November 7, 1880, The Wilmington Morning Star carried the following entry:
Fifth Street M. E. Church.  This morning the ordinance of Baptism will be administered 

at this church.  A Chinese convert will be one of the subjects of this solemn rite, 

probably the first “Celestial” that has ever submitted to the ordinance of Christian 
baptism in North Carolina.  The pastor, Rev. T .Page  Ricaud, will officiate.
 

He was baptized as Charles Jones Soong.  The name Soong was probably an anglicized version of his given name Jiaozhun (Chiao-Chun).   It is unclear a to why the name “Jones” was added. 
In Wilmington he was assigned as an apprentice to a businessman in  the printing business.  Seeing his potential, Ricaud wrote to Braxton Craven, Trinity College President seeking to enroll Soong at the school.  He also contacted wealthy [image: image3.jpg]The Soong Sisters - Ai-Ling on left
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philanthropist Julian S. Carr, a successful businessman in Durham. After some time in Wilmington he moved to Durham at the invitation of Gen. Carr, who was a prominent Methodist, a member of Trinity Methodist Church in Durham. Carr was a friend of the Duke family. 
As a primary force in the growing tobacco and textile industries, he had given the Durham property for the move of Trinity College from the small rural town of Trinity to the burgeoning Durham metropolitan area. In 1881, Charlie Soong living with the Carr family, was enrolled at Trinity College, now Duke University, becoming the school's first international student. He studied at Trinity College for about two years 
 From April, 1881 until the fall of 1882.  His education there came largely from the fact he was tutored by Dr. Braxton Craven, the school’s President.
Charlie Soong’s most important American liaison was Julian Carr, who funded his education, his printing business, and later even his revolutionary activities in Shanghai.  One could say that Carr provided funds for the revolution that ended the Qing Dynasty in China.  
Julian Shakespeare Carr represents both a commendable philanthropist and an enigma in politics and race relations.
  When white supremacist Democrats won the 1898 race againstthe Republicans, in a telegram to President William McKinley, Carr stated, “Men with white skins will rule North Carolina forever hereafter.”
   So why was he so generous toward Charlie Soong? 
Regarding the impact he made on the history of China, In an article from the Raleigh News and Observer in 1936, a reporter began by saying,

Shakespeare failed to say just how far a good deed can shine in a naughty world, 

but the chances are that when the late Gen. Julian S. Carr, distinguished industrialist 
and philanthropist in Durham, befriended a young Chinese boy who came to this 

country as a stowaway back in 1880 he had no idea he was influencing the destiny 

of a nation of 500,000,000 people.

Charlie Soong’s time at Trinity came to an abrupt end when he showed romantic intentions toward Ella Carr, daughter of Professor Obed W. Carr, a cousin of Julian Carr. Ella Carr’s  father taught Latin and German at Trinity College.  Ella Carr is  described by one of Soong’s biographers as “a gangling, leggy adolescent who received most of Charlie’s attention.”
  Charlie Soong soon found himself on a train going to Nashville, where arrangements had doubtless been made by Gen. Carr for him to study at Vanderbilt University.
At Vanderbilt Soong  expressed a desire to study medicine but was encouraged to study theology.  He was assisted in Nashville by Bishop Holland N. McTyeire who had an ongoing interest in missions, especially China.
  Regarding his time at Vanderbilt, the Dean of the School of Religion, Dr. George B. Winton, in response to an inquiry by the editor of the North Carolina Christian Advocate, described Charlie Soong as “a harum-scarum little fellow, full of life and fun but not a very good student.”  He then went on to note his business accomplishments with little regard for his impact on the future of Christianity in China.
  
This asessment was countered by North Carolina Methodists, such as the Rev. D. H. Tuttle, who spoke in a laudatory way of his old friend:
For two or more years I enjoyed the pleasuee of personal acquaintance with Brother

Soong, having met him at Vanderbilt Univerity in 1883. In 1885 during my first year at

Fifth Avenue, he spent two or three weeks in my home, and the people of that church 

felt he was their son in the gospel and missionary to his native land.  He preached for Fifth Avenue two or three times during his stay with me, speaking good English, and to 
the spiritual edification of all who heard him.

In an event, he graduated in 1885 with a diploma in Christian theology. At the North Carolina Annual Conference of the M. E. Church, South, meeting in Charlotte, Charles  J. Soon [Soong] was admitted on trial and ordained a deacon by Bishop John C. Keener. He informed the Conference that Bishop Holland N. McTyeire, the Chancellor at Vanderbilt, had said he wished to employ Charlie Soong as a missionary to China.
   Charlie Soong addressed the Conference on Nov. 28, 1885 and expressed his desire to serve in the Shanghai area as a missionary. 
He arrived back in China in January, 1886. After his arrival in Shanghai, he had to study local Chinese customs and dialects before he could perform effectively as a Methodist missionary in the lower Yangtze valley. 
Shanghai before western development in the Nineteenth Centure could be said to have been nothing more than a colluvial deposit of the Yangzi Delta. Beginning about 1850, its location brought a tide of development to the muddy shores of the Huangpu River.

Soon after his arrival, Charle Soong was appointed to the K'winsan circuit in the Soochow District.  This was in November of 1886.  In Shanghai he renewed his acquaintance with Niu Shan Chow 牛尚周, whom he had met in Boston. Niu Shan-chow had a brother, Dr. Niu Way-Sung 牛惠生 (1892-1937), a fellow Christian and a graduate of Harvard Medical School, serving as a physician in Shanghai..
  Dr. Niu had married one of the three daughters of the Ni family of Yuyao, Chekiang. Niu Shan-chow introduced Charles Jones Soong to a sister-in-law, Ni Kwei-tseng 倪桂珍 (1859-1931), and they were married by the Rev. Clarence Reid, a Southern Methodist missionary, in 1887.
  She had been educated by tutors as well as in the Pei-wan Girls Higher School. That her home environment had been marked by Western influences was indicated by her ability and fondness for playing the piano.
Financial pressures created by his growing family responsibilities and conflict with his Superintendent, Dr. Young J. Allen, who was also the editor of the Wan-kuo kung-pao萬國公報; (The Globe Magazine). 
Soong turned from missionary work to business in 1892 but remained active in Methodist affairs in Shanghai.  One of his enterprises was the Mei-hua Shu-kuan, a prining business which published Chinese editions of the Bible and translations of religious tracts. Later he founded and helped establish the YMCA in China. 
There were two primary reasons for his leaving the active ministry.  The first was conflict with the missin superintendentand the second was the poor wages for a pastor. money. According to Soong, Dr. Young J. Allen, was said to have been less than adequate as a supervisor. On one accaion he refused Charlie Soong time away from his appointment so he could visit his aging parents.  
Allen also had a low opinion of Charlie Soong's education and considered him a "denationalized Chinaman."
   This view by Allen may have been due to the fact that Charlie Soong did not arrive in Shanghai fluent in Mandarin.  He had grown up speaking Hainanese, a language spoken in his native  Hainan.
  Understanding the need to communicate, he soon learned the necessary dialects of the Chinese language so he could function in the Chinese culture. 
By 1892, the Soongs had one child and were awaiting the birth of a second. Soong wrote to an American friend that the reason he left the active Methodist ministry was that he could not support himself and his family "with about $15.00 of U.S. money per month." 
Although he resigned from missionary work, Charles Jones Soong continued to be a devout and active Christian. He founded a publishing house, the Mei-hua Shu-kuan [Sino-American press], which published Chinese editions of the Bible. Soong made a fortune in the printing business, especially in publishing inexpensive Bibles.  He also became the leading Methodist layman in China. Secretly he supported the Chinese Revolution that ousted the Qing Dynasty.

With his businesses flourishing, Charlie Soong built  a two-story mansion for his growing family in 1908, located at the junction of Shaanxi Road and Nanyang Road.  The house is still standing and was renovated and opened in 2008 by Chinese authorities as a tourist attraction.
Charlie Soong returned to the United States only once.  In 1905, he came to Durham where he spent a few weeks with his old friends and benefactors. He then traveled to Macon, Georgia to arrange schooling for his eldest daughter's education at Wesleyan College.

China welcomed Methodist missionaries because they brought Western knowledge in areas such as science and medicine.  Healing and evangelism soon began to go hand in hand. 
The main influx of western missionaries started after the Qing dynasty’s defeat in the First Opium War in 1842.  Missionaries began to arrive in China with representatives of the principal bodies of Methodism among them.

in 1847, Methodist Episcopal missionaries arrived in the Fujian Province. They established training academies including universities and a school for girls.  Medical missions were founded in Beijing and Tianjin. 


Charlie Soong was a major supporter of the Methodist work.  He helped found Peking University, later re-named Yenching University after a merger with other Christian schools.   
One of Charlie Soongs’s partners in China was Walter Lambuth, born in Shanghai, China to missionary parents.  Lambuth was a physician who was later elected as a bishop in the Southern Church.  His grandfather had been admitted to the Holston Conference in 1795. After being ordained an elder in the Tennessee Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, he returned to China with his wife Daisy Kelly. They served  as medical missionaries beginning in 1877. With support from the Methodist Church and the later financial contribution of Charlies Soong they founded Soochow Hospital.   
In 1906, Soong was appointed treasurer of the Revolutionary Alliance and was responsible for financing the Nationalist Party  Kuomintang 中國國民黨 and its revolution.  The party had been founded in 1912, by Sun Yat-sen but was dissolved in 1913 and then reorganized in 1919. It and became the ruling party in China.
But the political impact of Charlie Soong and his family is well established. . The Soongs had six children, all of whom were responsible for the shaping of modern China. 
Soong Ai-Ling 宋藹齡 (1889-1973) was the eldest child and first daughter.  From th age of five, she attended the mission school McTyeire.  At age fourteen she entered Wesleyan College in Macon, Georgia, from which she graduated in 1911 before her return to China.

Soong Ai-ling married H. H. Kung 孔祥熙 (1880-1967),  reputed to be the wealthiest man in China.  He was known by his Christian name Chancey. Kung had also attended mission schools before traveling to the United States  and graduating  from Oberlin College and Yale University. 
H. H. Kung, her husband, had been in his earlier life deeply involved in the Boxer Rebellion (1899-1901).  He smuggled letters and worked undercover in support of missionaries during this violent anti-Christian and anti-foreigner rebellion.  .  

Ai-ling was an astute businesswoman in her own right. She was was also known for her strong support of the Kuomintang Party.
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Soong Qing-ling  宋慶齡 (1893–1981) was the second child of Charlie Soong.  She went by the Christian name of Rosemond. Qing-Ling married Sun Yat-sen, a Methodist lay preacher who became the leader of the major insurrection that overthrew the Qing Dynasty.  As Madame Sun Yat-sen she is remembered as the "Mother of Modern China."
 She and Sun Yat-Sen were married on 25 October 1914.  Her marriage was not approved by Charlie Soong and his wife.

She was recognized as a major leader of the left wing of the Kuomintang (KMT).  Ching-Ling founded the Revolutionary Committee of the KMT which became part of the Communist government in 1949.. She was named Honorary President of the People's Republic of China.
Soong Tse-vung 宋子文, (1894-1971) also known as T.V. Soong, was the eldest son and the third child. He was a financier and a diplomat official of the Chinese Nationalist government between 1927 and 1949.  At one time he was reputed to have been the richest man in the world. 
T. V. Soong was educated first at Vanderbilt and then at Harvard.  He returned to China in 1917 to be active in banking and financial circles. Beginning in 1923,  he followed in the role his father had played in financing the Nationalist Party (Kuomintang). 
In 1924, at the request of Chinese Nationalist leader Sun Yat-sen, T.V. Soong established the Central Bank of China. It was  reorganized four years later as the government treasury. T.V. Soong became an influential member of Chiang’s Nationalist government and, along with his sister, Mei-ling, was extremely important in Chinese foreign relations. Qing-ling remained opposed to Chiang’s government, especially after the retreat to Taiwan.  
Soong Mei-ling 宋美齡 (1897-2003), the fourth child and youngest daughter of Charlie Soong, was a notable Chinese political figure and the second wife of the Nationalist Chinese President Chiang Kai-shek 蔣中正(1887-1975).  Known as a politician, revolutionary, and military leader, Chiang Kai-shek led the Republic of China (ROC) from 1928 until he died in 1975. Defeated in 1949 in the Chinese Civil War by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), he continued to lead the Republic of China on the island of Taiwan. Chiang claimed the leadership of the Nationalist Kuomintang (KMT) party and also commander-in-chief of the National Revolutionary Army (NRA) from 1926 until his death.
Chiang Kai-shek, as a Christian, brought his faith into his political ideology and movement, particularly with the New Life Movement.  The Movement emphasized moral renewal and societal discipline. The amalgamation of religious beliefs and political action is often referred to as "Chiangism"  蔣介石主義.  The distinctive political philosophy of Chiang Kai-shek, represents a right-wing, authoritarian nationalist ideology based on mostly Tridemist principles mixed with Confucianism.

The two youngest of Soong’s children, T.L. and T.A., went into banking. Soong Tse-liang 宋子良 (1899-1987) may be a less well-known member of the Soong family, but he was  a banker who dominated the economics of China under the Nationalist Government.  He graduated from Vanderbilt University in 1921. He then returned to Shanghai where with his father’s help began his bankng career.
  Much of his life was spent in New York City where in 1942 he married May-ing His at Riverside Church.  
Soong Tse-an 宋子安 (1907-1969), the youngest of the Soong children, was successful in banking in both Hong Kong and in San Francisco. He was the Chairman of the Bank of Canton. He married Woo Jih-ing 吴其英 and they had one son, Soong Chung-hu 宋仲虎, otherwise known as Leo.
  
Charlie Soong suggested to his benefactor and partner in business that he take a round-the-world cruise with a stop in Shanghai.  Julian Carr traveled by ship to Shanghai in 1918 where he was treated with great deference and respect, especially by two of the sons-in-law of Charlie Soong,  Sun Yat-sen and Chiang Kai-shek.  Among the festivities, Sun Yat-sen arranged for some expensive porcelain vases as a thank you present for him to carry back to North Carolina.
Mei-ling Soong  was a prominent political leader in her own right especially in her influential role with American politicians.   It was said that when Chiang Kai-shek asked for Meiling’s hand in marriage, Charlie Soong objected, saying they family members were all Christians and Methodists.  Chiang Kai-shek replied, “Then I will become a Christian and a Methodist.”   

A 1997 historical drama directed by Hong Kong film-maker Mabel Cheung, The Soong Sisters,  begins with these words: 
Once upon a time in distant land, there were three sisters,  One loved money, one loved power and one loved her country.
 
The drama tells how Soong Ail-ing (the lover of money) married Kung Hsiang-hsi, a director of the Bank of China;  Soong Mei-ling (the lover of power) married Chiang Kai-shek, leader of the Kuomintang or Nationalist Party. Soong Qing-link (the lover of the Chinese nation) married the revolutionary Sun Yat-sen, founding father of the Republic of China.

Shortly after Julian Car traveled to China, Charlie Soong died.  He had a relatively short life, his days ended at the age of fifty-three of stomach cancer.  He would not live to see the mpact his family would have on China.  It is remarkable that a  simple meal, a Methodist blessing over that meal and a happenstance meeting on the Outer Banks could lead to so much more that could not have been anticipated. North Carolina Methodists, without knowing it, helped shape modern China through one young stowaway.
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�  Wilmington, NC, Wilmington Morning Star, Vol. XXVII, No. 7 (Nov. 7, 1880), p. 4. The term “Celestial” was a 19th century term for Chinese taken  from references to China as “The Celetial Empire.”





�   Julian Shakespeare Carr (October 12, 1845 – April 29, 1924) was an industrialist and philanthropist, but is also remembered as a leading white supremacist. He was from a prominent North Carolinian family and was a cousin of Governor Elias Carr and also Mary Hilliard Hinton the social activist and suffragist for women’s voting. He entered the University of North Carolina in 1862 at the age of sixteen, but was drafted nto the Confeerate Army, where he served as a Private in Company K of the 41st Regiment of North Carolina Troops. After Appomatox, he resumed his education. Carr then purchased one-third of a Durham-based tobacco. This enterprise became known worldwide through its Bull Durham trademark. Carr became one of North Carolna’s wealthiest individuals, engaging in textile, banking, railroad, electricity production and distribution and newspaper endeavors.  Julian Carr was a strong supporter of white supremacy in the Jim Crow era, publicly endorsing the Ku Klux Klan, opposing the 15th Amendment giving the vote to African-Americans.  .  He was a long-time advocate for Confederate veterans, and although he served only as a Private, he was accorded the honorary title  of “General” by the United Confederate Veterans 1899 to 1915. He later ascended to the leadership of the national organization in 1921 Carr was instrumental in the founding of Duke University (where the history building on East Campus was named after him from 1930 to 2018). Carr was elected a trustee of Trinity College in 1883, and over the course of the decade acted as benefactor and administrator of the struggling institution that was eventually renamed Duke University. He and along with Washington Duke won support to remove the school from its rural setting in Randolph County, North Carolina, to Durham. The move was made possible by Carr's gift of 62 acres (250,000 m2) of land for the site. Carr was noted for his encouragement of women’s suffrage.  He also was a trustee and financial supporter of Paine College un Augusta, Georgia.  General Carr served as the representative for the Methodist Episcopal Church South to the United States Food Administration during World War I. Carr was instrumental in the Western education of Charlie Soong and the financing of Soong's Shanghai Bible-publishing business, who later was active in Sun Yat-sen attempts to establish a modern republic in China. Though it is largely forgotten today, Carr was a major financial backer of the Chinese Revolution. White  Unfortunately, he is remembered for his outspoken support of supremacy rather than his good deeds.
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�  Sterling Seagrave, The Soong Dynasty, New York Harper & Row, 1966, p. 35.	 





�    McTyeire is regarded as a principal founder of Vanderbilt University, having secured the first large funding from Commodor Cornelius Vanderbilt (whose wife was McTyeire’s cousin).  Mcyeire not only welcomed Asian students to Vanderbilt, but also established schools in Asia, including Shanghai’s famous “McTyeire School for Girls” (now the Shanghai No. 3 Girl’s School 上海第三女子中学.
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