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HISTORY - HAW RIVER METHODIST CnuRCH

The life story of a church is the life story of people as well. The story must
therefore, be related to the history of the community. It must tell something about
the life of the families and individuals whose spiritual and financial contributions
made the church possible.

Accordingly, a "Look into the Past" is necessary if one is to appreciate fully
the rich history of the Haw River Methodist Church. It seems appropriate to say in
the beginning that this church was established as a Methodist Protestant Church,
and remained such until Methodist Union came in 1939 when the Methodist Episcopal
Church, The Methodist Protestant Church, and the M.E. Church, South, were merged
into The Methodist Church.

The hill on which our church is now located has always played an important
part in the lives of the inhabitants in this area. It is said that the indians used
this area to cross the riv~r and to camp nearby when delays were necessary. Long
before our churches acquired the land and built the first little church, this ground
was used as a meeting place for public gatherings. At one time there was a Bush
Arbor built for some protection from the weather and was used during many of these
gatherings. It was in one of these arbors that the White Pilgrim,Joseph Thomas,
preached his first sermon. He went on to be a great preacher, and the Haw River
Christian Church has dedicated a memorial window in his memory.

When Mr. Adam Trollinger came to this country from Germany and settled near
here, he operated a grist mill near this Haw River crossing, which became the hub
of activity. He picked a spot west of Haw River Crossing which was known then as
"Walnut Grove" to be used for a family burial ground. This area is still located
here and is enc Iosed bY£7E...granite,wall.l'.Hlemb~f? ef"tfie Duke iemily, wAs t.liui~on-n '

11,1'.$,' A·y~}eUtt-""fIII1/)"k~m(,!fh(..r ()~ B '''.11'1.1111'13 C~;( :Tart\:!$. f> uaee.
$9Emerly... iG6;f0A&Y, is l:fill:"Iedhere, and the Duk~ Foundatio~ and the descendants
of the Trollinger family have responsibility for the upkeep. The two churches which
now make up the Haw River Methodist Church were located on the north and south sides

M(o ~/A.S M·of the graveyard. Around the year of 1870-72, Mr. Adolphus Moore and 'c;.ovellief Holt
built a one-room building for public gatherings, which was located on or near the
site where the Methodist Church now stands. This building was used for a school,
union church services, and other public gatherings. This building withstood a
slight earthquake and a severe hail storm which occurred in the spring and fall of
the year of 1886. The hail storm occurred about the time school was being turned
out, but there were no serious injuries. The hail was the size of a hen egg. This
information was received from those who are living in the community and were here
at that time.
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All of the churches in HawRiver used this building to organize the denomina-

are now active in the community. The MethodC'st~t:estant Church was inIg~~
of organizing and purchasing land in the ye r .J • The land was deeded

time thereafter, the HawRiver!
\

Baptist Church was organized. Then, on November 30,1894, Holt's Chapel M.E. Chu~ch

South acquired land from the Granite Hanufacturing Company and started their

organization. The HawRiver Christian Church was organized also in the same building.

C.W. Hunt, a minister at BUrlington,~. e to HawRiver anq qrganized Holt's
, • I' j,lJIM' 1. fAf-tJ.<> n~ "-: ~ ~ .

-II. ~ .. ~Chqpel ~E_•. church S9utb ~~ the year 1895. .t':"'1fn§lJlPson)fas qppo~n~ed aA' tfue f~rst
IYvrr~ m· f+"L(% w-uo KA.tR. "'1I--l.UJ'YIA.I- -a;:;i.i.iVYiiV H- ft/i1-H... ~ .M- Ir, / "?

minister and served here hlO years .. '-The fir-s't official church board consf.sced '

of: A.K. Roney, George ltJ~ Anthony, C.,W.Hunt, C.A. Bray, and J.H •..Flaherty. These

were the trustees. The church t s first .organis~ was Mrs. J'ennie Walker Noble.

fUNvvvP

Some of the charter m~~ers were: Mrs. Della Ray, Mrs. Lessie Pope, Mrs. Ida

Teater, Mrs. Tina Tew, f-lr. and Mrs. J eF. Davis, Mr. and Mrs. S.A. vest, Mr. and

Mrs. A.K. Roney 7 l<1iss Jennie E. Walker, Mrs. tv1alinda Whitsell, Miss Betty Ware,

Mrs. Dora Purcell, C.A. Bray, J.H. Flaherty.

t Church had ouble in oblem

worked out. The grou

could be decided

wife, Comp 1897 and

trustees: S dy W. Hughes,

E.R. Overcash,

Information of the early growth of the two Methodist Churches which later

became the HawRiver Methodist Church is sketchY6 The Holt's Chapel Methodist

Church was the larger of the two. However,names of outstanding members have been

difficult to locate" The names that are available were influential in the progress

• t:. of the churches" Some of those who gave to the church more than 20 years of activeJ, ~w~mc.I!,..'V(-e
, _. .' service in all official departments were: K.3 e \villiamson~ J•.M. r·1urry, Charles L.

/fl/J1'1M.L tllu-Js,·
, 14' Reid, Guy W. Crutchfield, r-1iss Thelma Cates, Mrs" Clara Thompson" John W. Thompson,
l, ~hh'I_ <n'I!~L. Jones, W.B. Huffstetler, J.Hunter Jones, Janie Smith, Mrs. Maude Perry,

c1-CLu."ilci- I\'\~ •..':t· (L1a.~
Del Freeland, I'1rs.• W.E. McCraken, and ~ertie Mont.gomery.

v ftM,~ QhvU d,u.rl'lNUl. (!wJ1{)..ttl fC1'-ttfvi- /(;JAli.; c1rvu T .

The two churches, whose members totalled about 36 in the beginn5.ng and

gradually grew over the many years, now has a membership of 440 in the combined

church. The churches had its ups and downs as many church whose history is long.
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Fires damaged both of the churches. Holt's Chapel fire, which occurred in 1923,
did not destroy the building, and its members were able to repair the damage. The
Protestant church was destroyed twice by fire, one in the year of 1890 and again in
~ A brick structure was built at this time, and this part of the church is still
being used today by the Haw River Methodist Church. Those who served on thp.buildin~

I c ee who directed the remodeling and rebuilding were for the Protestant church-
nO-t" O~

US.}- 0+ Rev. Morgan, Tom S. Coble, K.B. Williamson, W.J. Crutchfield, Espa Bullard, Spence
p~S~~5 Holt. Those who were serving in the Holt's Chapel were Rev. G.W. Daniel, acting as

chairman; John Thompson, J.M. McClure, O.L. Jones, and there were others whose
names are not available.
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The names of the ministers have been listed without dates. the reason for this is
because of some mixup in dates, and it is felt that it would save the writers from
possible errors. The following names are of the ministers who served the churches
before union took place;

Holt·s Chapel - M.E. South
1894 - 1942

C.w. Hunt, Organizer - Dec.l,1894-98
L.E. Thompson
J.A. Daley
B.C. Thompson; the first revival was
held by this man and he took in 47
members. This is the largest number
at one time.
G.R. Rood
G.O. Green; he died Sept.1902 while
serving the charge.
W.B. Green
Charles Langston
W.F. Sanford
T.G. Vickers
M.M. McFarland; he died while
serving this charge April 18,1911.
B.T. Hurley d: I (j'j7) /Jlle~, /1rYJ1Lt.

.JwYLL tq I r -;;;j q12.. {f'/ori'k 'AU/IH(A,I1U l!J rC()llJ
X Rev. Noblet'~Vf , ,
',(D.C. Durham
'R.E. Atkinson
E.C. Glenn

\'J.R. Edwards
C.T. Thrift

r G.M. Daniels:he was the pastor who
remodeled the church after the fire
in 1923.

Y G.W. Starling
A.C. Holler

x C.C. Hubert
YPaul Cooke: assisted by William Dean.

Methodist Protestant
18. - 1942
83

J.H. Cox <_ / ?S'3 en lv...v~..d I: v

W.C. Kennett
Rev. Hammer
W.H. Ashburn
Mack Modlin
Rev. McDower
J. Henry Ray ; lived near Haw River and
when the church was without an appointed
minister, he would fill in.
W.E. Swain
Rev. Bowman
Rev. Bryant
G.W. Holmes; he was once president of
the M.P. Conference. Ihs ~on Joe Holmes
I~ ~C'(-t'V'- /., Da~l:S- S-f. CYIV.,.~.Rev. Plyeler

"/ I « ,

Rev. Curry; he was serving here Whe~ the
train 708 wrecked in Haw River. I II .

J

J.R. Troxler; he served the church twice
and died wh' e $erving here around 1930.

S(l?'l<1.- ,/~"ott,L / . .3~-3<6)< O.B. Williams; he als served the ctlurch
at two different times; once after the
church burned in 1922.
Rev. Ledbetter

X Clyde Auman
XO.C. Ley
V'J.e Pe I~C5- tA!IUaf .5'1. 12t/r:.1,J,-~YYl';< f'.l79

?~31-lqss- - I~' u{ ~ tJc:/~ ',\/Rev. Hutton
-Rev. Pike
T.A. Williams

../J.F. Coble /q3J?- I 1:2-

These were the first student pastors.
XRobert L. Jerome cl. /q7/
V'Grady Dawson Mqe(1j,; IM"YLL- i f#wi;m; /J)1,iOAo})

PC;3$- I ""' ~ ( WtJ1,. flve - 'f"f11-'VTl CAA..7' -'/• 0.1. Hinson
vI.F. Coble
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In 1941 Rev. J.F. Coble now pastor of both the branches, was the first minister
to serve both churches at the same time. A meeting of both churches was called to lay
plans for the group to form one congregation. The following minutes are from the first
joint coromittee meet.Lnqs e-

First Meeting; October 6,1942
The first meeting was called to order by its Ex-officio chairman Rev. Joseph

- Coble in the community club building, with prayer. The first duty was to elect a
secretary, and after Mr. T.S. Coble nominated J. Hunter Jones and seconded by Dace
Pearson, he was elected on a vote.

After much discussion it was decided by the committee to get Mr. Charlie
Garrison to look over both buildings and see what can be done about the buildings
being consolidated.

After a general discussion on many subjects it was decided to hold the next
meeting at 1:00 P.M. at the Community Building on a day to be notified by the chairman,
Mr. Coble, at a later time at which meeting Mr. Coble will get a representative of
the Board of Missions and Church Extension to meet with us. The deeds of both
churches are to be produced at the next meeting.

A motion to adjourn by Mr. Dace Pearson and seconded by Mr. T.S. Coble, and on
,ivote was carried.

J.M. McClure was absent. O.L. Jones voted his proxy.
Committee Members
Joseph F. Coble, Chairman
Dace Pearson
T.S. Coble
K.B. Williamson
O.L. Jones
J.M. McClure
J.Hunter Jones
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Second Meeting: October 8,1942

The second meeting was opened by Rev. J.F. Coble and prayer was asked by

Dr. Love, member of the Board of Missions and Church Extension.

Dr. Love's opinion was asked and received in regard to the operation of our
two (2) churches and their present plants. His opinion was that we had a perfect
setup with the exception of being separated by a short distance, that reference
being to our Sunday School.

After listening to Dr. Love, a discussion led to an agreement that no major
amount of debt be incurred at present and that both churches be used as they are.

A motion was made by O.L. Jones and seconded by Dace Pearson to ask the
Trustees not to let out any more burial plots behind the brick church.

The motion was made by Dace Pearson that the adult division of the church
school would be assigned to the brick church and the young people and the primary
divisions be assigned to Holt's Chapel. This was seconded by T.S. Coble and on vote
the motion was carried.

After discussing the road approaches to ~,ebrick church and the possibility
of opening a new entrance in the rear, the committee recommends to the new
Trustees that the old appro~ch be improved and that the new one be opened.

This meeting was adjourned by its chairman.
J.M. McClure was absent ~He was not notified about the meeting)

Mr. O.L. Jones made a motion that the regular place of worship ae at the
brick church. It was seconded by K.B. Williamson, and on vote the motion was
carried.

Third Meeting: October 27,1942

The meeting was opened by its chairman, J.F. Coble, and prayer by J.M.
McClure. Minutes were read for both previous meetings and approved after
corrections.

All members were present. A motion was made to move our local church
conference year to end October 31st. The motion was made by K.B. Williamson and
seconded by T.S. Coble. On motion the vote was carried.
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The committee requests that the new tr~stees of the Methodist Church do
something about the approaches to the brick church as soon as possible.

All minutes of this committee are complete, the report of this special elected
committee for the purpose of drawing up the workable framework of the Haw River
Methodist Church.

J. Hunter Jones, Secretary

J.F. Coble served both churches separately and helped unify them but did not
return the next year to be pastor. He would preach in the two churches to separate
congregations. Even though unification was passed by the General Conference in
1939, it was not until 1942 that our two churches merged into one congregation.

The following are the ministers who have served the unified Haw River Methodist
Church:

/<11./?-I/t..J. Allen C. Edens, Jr.: he wentinto the chaplaincy June 1,1944.
ICfvij- H. Burnell Pann¢l1 6f.-c.J. -IV 'f ((!~ ~ ~\

/q-rl/ )
/qJ./1;) -1/ Fred Pfisterer: Left here in September,1948 and Gene Newbarry,a Presbyterian,

(Jeft

!/&v'.
1'1s/-S:J
IQSJ-S7

IQS-1- hI
Iq{PI-~S-

19~~-70
J1Wo-71

D.J. Reid:
-jtii{-

filled in until Annual Conference met.
Reid Organized the Haw River Civic Association and was its first
president. ~
~/~? d.~~ f;~~U;::'47Ct,
Goodwin we~t from here to the mission field and is now serving
. /}.~z.(' .
an SQl'tA n.fuerl:ea.

D.M. Sharpe
J.W. Goodwin:
jQ53-ltfS7

Randall Baker: helped to compile and write this history.
Clingman C. Capps
Harry L. Rogers - W~ on: diot:UA..t·~'f, ~ .4b'W..vVt1 ~ ,
William L. Wolfe: present pastor and who also helped to compile and write this

history of the Haw River United Methodist Church.
(!ll1Ules 7) I k\I/(..r3At the beginh1ng of unification when the two churches came together in 1942

the combined membership was under two hundred. It has grown to the present
membership of 419.

Although when the two churches merged the space needed to carryon a full
program in anyone of the churches was not enough, so both churches had to be used
during the Sunday School hour. This brought about a problem because usually after
Sunday School many people would go horne rather than walk to the other building to
attend church. The members began to make plans to build an education building on.
to the present sanctuary. The frame building of Holt's Chapel M.E. Church South was
sold, and plans for the new addition were drawn up by a former memC2r of the church
Mrs. Walter B. Jones. The church accepted the plans as being adequate and after
several meetings a contract was given under the direction of a building committee.



HISTORY - HAW RIVER METHODIST CHURCH (CON'l"D) Page 8

The Board of Trustees acting under the authority of the called session of a
Quarterly Conference held on March 13, 1949 hereby authorizes the Building Comm.
(which was elected by this Quarterly Conference) to proceed with the building of
the parsonage, and making dispo.·sitionof our church building known as Holt's
Chapel, taking into consideration the authority and conditions under which these
two jobs can be done, including furniture and fixtures, not at Holt's Chapel.

On March 20,1949, another meeting of the Board of Trustees was held and
J. Hunter Jones, acting as chairman, called the meeting to oreer. The following
members of the Board of Trustees were present: J. Hunter Jones, J~vJ. Thompson,
J.W. Clayton, L.P. Kimery, O.L. Jones and Rev. Dermont Reid.

The Board of Trustees elected J. Hunter Jones as chairman for the conference
year of 1948-49. A motion was made by L.P. Kimery that the church pruchase a lot
from the Cone Mills Corporation. The motion was seconded, and the vote carried
the motion.

About this time a litigation that had been going on for about 18 months,
between Mr. ~idney S. Payne for Cone Mills Corporation, and W.G. Cruthcfield and
J. Hunter Jones for the Methodist Churdh, terminated and out of which the church
received a building lot for the parsonage site for a very samll sum.

On March 24,1949, a meeting was called and at that meeting definite plans
were launched for the building of the parsonage. A sub-committee was appointed to
assist Mr. Marion Workman on this job, who had agreed to look after and build the
building. Appointed on this committee were: Edward Smith, W. Guy Crutchfield,
Ralph Pearson, Glenn Stout,and J.c. Clayton. At this meeting, Mr. H.E •.Hendry
was appronted to dispose of the fixtures in the Holt's Chapel building - to
assist under the direction of the chairman of this committee.

At a meeting held June 28,1949, this committee voted to dispose of the
following items at the prices listed. Old pews @$15 each; church bell @ $30;
old opera chairs @ $1.50 each. All of the surplus furniture was sold, and the
money was turned over to the building f~~d treasurer, J.C. Clayton.
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At a meeting on August 16, 1949, i1r. Workman reported that the parsonage was
just about finished, with a few minor details to be done, the approximate cost of
which would be $7,569. The parsonage would include five rooms with bath downstairs
and space upstairs floored for two rooms , The committee figured a considerable
savings because of M.G. Workman's supervision in this work. Also at this meeting,
plans were made to start work on our church school building. Mr. Wagoner, one of
the contractors who helped Mr. Workman on the parsonage, promised to take the job~
however, he put us off on starting the building, for varied and certain reasons, for
about 12 months. On August 28, 1950, Edward Smith and J.C. Clayton of the sub-
committee signed a contract with Earl P. Gates to do the work, as Mr. Wagoner failed
to start it by August 1, as he had promised to do.

The plans for a 'lO-room and two-auditorium building were drawn by Mrs. Walter
Jones to fit a lot approximately 32' x 48·, but later on we were able to move some
graves at the rear of the lot, which gave us more room for the building, so we
~hanged the plaus to fit the larger lot, and that gave larger classrooms.

The Board of Stewards voted us $12,000 to build the building and finish the
downstairs part of it, but as the building progressed, there were elaborate changes
made which cost much more money than originally estimated. We finally decided we
would have to stop the ~rork, just before it was finished, besides we were going
deep in debt. Before we could get it stopped, we had spent $24,000 and at that time
we were in debt $6,000.

The following were the sub-committee for the church school building. r<:dward
Smith, Chairman, J.C. Clayton, M.G. Workman, Glenn Stout, and Ralph Pearson.

A large number of the church members gave to the building a great deal of
their time and labor. To try to show the appreciation of the church membership,
the following names are those who made some contribution in fre,e labor and other
means to put the building in use~ It is possible that some names have been missed
and'if so, it was not done intentionally. Among those were: M.G. Workman, Jack
Leach, Jimmie Leach, J.C. Shropshire, A.A. Lute, J.•B. Hughes, Jr., Richard Hendry,
Mrs. W.B. Jones, Gle~~ Stout, Donald Reid, D.J. Reid, Luke Trollinger, Edward Smith,
Carl Ray, Jerry Ray, Nack t"loods,John Wesley Woods, Arlie Allen, Sr •., J.C. Clayton,
Joe Holt, B.C. Workman, Rudy Montgomery, Elvis Pendergraph, Simon AJlen, Dace
Pearson, Allen Pearson, W.G~ Crutchfield, Paige Stout, Allen Newlin, Reid Aldridge,
Ralph Pearson, Joe Harrison, Billy Montgomery, Joe Allen, Monroe Woods, H.E. Hendry,
J. Hunter Jones, W.Ma Leach, J.A. Long, Jr., Curtis ~Dore, Clarence Terrell, Melvin
McBride, Levi Aldridge, James Faucette, Manuel Williamson, and Eugene Modlin.
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A large crew of ladies and younq girls helped clean up the building before
the church school moved in. The names of this group are not available, but they
did a splendid job for which we were very grateful indeed.

Last but not least~ in the Spring of 1952 there were definite plans laid to
raise funds and payoff the mortgage on church property incurred by the building
of the church' school department. Mr. Manuel Williamson was made chairman of this
committee. The money was raised and the debt was completely paid off on June 5,
1952. We received two large outside donations for these projects; one from The
Cone Foundation for $5,000, and the other from the Duke Endowment for $2,000.

The church and parsonage committee gave their final report on progress of
the building program. This was September 8, 1952. The following names were on
the Building Committee: J. Hunter Jones, Chairman; Constance M. Cates, Secretary;
Mrs. R.B. Clayton, J.C. Clayton, We Guy Crutchfield, H.E. Hendry, A.D. Pearson,
Ralph Pearson, ~dward Smith, Gl~'1n Stout, Marion Workman, and Rev. D.J. Reid.

The church has seen a large growth since 1949, and the condition of the
sanctuary began to show its age from the many years of use before and after
unification. During the pastorate of Rev. James W. Goodwin there were plans laid to
remodel the sanctary. Rev. Goodwin left for the mission field before these plans
could be carried out. In 1957, after Rev. Randall Baker was appointed minister to
the church, these plans were completed and the remodeling job was completed. A
new Building Committee was formed with the following people who served: Glen
Pendergraph, A.A. Lute, and Allen Newlin.

The cost of the remodeling was $16,000. The church had in a building ~und
$5,000, and the remainder was borrowed from the Haw River Bank for a period of
four and one-half years.. The work was contracted to the Jessup Contracting
Company. However, many items were given by member's of families in honor or in
memory of a loved one:

Art Glass Windows: In Memory of: Mr& and Mrs. J.B~ Hughes, Sr. and Mr. J.B.
Hugpes, Jr., Mr. and Y~se C.M. Ray, Mr. and Mrs. C.P~ SUitts, Mr& W.H. Huffstetler,
Mrs. Dora Purcell, Mr. and Mrs. I.M •.Hughes, and Mr. and Mrs. W.J. Crutchfield.
In Honor or: Mr. J. H~~ter JonesG
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Altar Set: In Memory of: Mr. J.W. Thompson (Cross), Mr. K.B. Williamson (Offering
Plates) In Honor of: Miss Thelma Cates (Flower Vases). Two new offering plates
in memory of Mrs. Fannie Sykes by Mr. and Mrs. Rudy Montgomery.

The organ was given by the Adult Men's Bible Class and the piano given by the youth
in honor of the youth choir leaders, Mr. Graham Faucette, Mrs. Norma Goodwin, and
Miss Cleora Cates.

Rev. Clingman Capps came to Haw River in 1961 not only to give leadership to our
church, but also to be a zealous civic worker. He served all people of the community
without discrimination.

While still paying on the indebtedness for remodeling the sanctuary, the church
launched out to remodel the class rooms and to erect a two stall garage at the
parsonage.

After paying off a $10,000.00 loan for renovation of the sanctuary and $2,500.00
for the garage, plans were made to purchase an old house and lot adjacent to the
church property to be used as additional classrooms and a study for the pastor. At
the same time the rail for the fire escape was installed.

The day circle of the W.S.C.S. contributed approximately $350.00 for the garage
fund and helped in all other projects of the church.

There was no physical building during 1963; however, the spiritual needs of the
church were stressed, A day camp was provided involving junior-age children. For the
young people a Youth Activities Week was held. Vacation Church School averaged 125
in attendance. The Methodist Men re-organized. The W.S.C.S. carried out its programs.
All age groups were involved in some activity. Two pianos were purchased in 1963.

During 1964, prayer circles were formed contributing much to the growth of the
church. Average attendance in Sunday School,M.Y.F. etc. was 275. A Community Senior
Citizens organization was established under the direction of Mrs. C.C. Capps. Also,
during 1964, a Duke Divinity student was used. During this time there was much
interest among the youth. Total membership of the church at this time was 466.

During the conference year 1965, Rev. Harry L. Rogers was appointed to our
church. Through his ministry and service, the church continued to flourish. The
prayer groups continued to grow and many people became more dedicated to God and His
work. The W.S.C.S. worked hard in 1965. Very interesting programs were held for
the group as well as the entire church. Mrs. Charlie Oliver, missionary to the
Congo, and. Rev. Jesse Minnis, missionary to India brought very interesting and
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informative programs related to mission ~~rk. Out of these programs, clothing and
material was gathered and sent to the Congo. Mrs. Janie Smith was presented with·
a life-membership pin by the W.S.C.S. She is just one of several ladies that have
been honored in this way. A receipe book was compilled by the ladies to raise money
for missionary projects.

A bazaar, box supper and variety show was held at the Haw River School. Everyone
enjoyed working to make this event successful.

During Rev. Rogers tenure, the parsonage was painted inside and out and closets
were built upstairs. A new dinette suite, two bedroom suites, a living room suite
and wall to wall carpetL~g were purchased for the parsonage.

A projector was purchased for the church. Third graders were presented with
. .

Young Readers Bibles. The church me~Dership contributed $1,090.00 to the Dr. J.C.
Wilkin's fund.

In 1966 the W.S.C.S. observed its 25th anniversary with a Silver Tea at the
church. Many o~der members of the group attended the afternoon tea even though
they were unable to attend the regular nightly meetings. New lamps,end tables and
a coffee table were purchased for the parsonage. The year ended with the installation
of a mercury light at the back of the church building and the donation o·f a piano
to the Haw River Civic Center.

Church camps,Vacation Bible Schools and revival services conducted by Rev.
Jim Jones,Dermont Reid and Randall Baker, all contributed to the continuing
growth of the church.

In the church building new sound boxes for the organ were installed. Memorial
gifts of altar paraments and brass seven-branched,floor candelabras were presented
in memory of Mrs. Fannie Sykes. These have helped in the worship and spiritual
life of the church family" Gifts in memory of W.G. Crutchfield who was Sunday
School Secretary for many years were new Methodist Hymnals and carpet for the
sanctuary. The nursery and other classrooms were also' carpeted. New drapes, furnace
and a waShing machine were purchased for the parsonage a

In June of 1970, Rev. W.L. Wolfe came to serve as our pastor. At this time the
membership totaled 455 with an average of 120 attending the Sunday morning worship
service. The Sunday School enrollment was listed as 253 with an average attendance
of 125.
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HawRiver United Meti10ciist Church like so marlYot~er churches has experienced

a steady decline in Sunday School enrollment. As late as 1975, the enrollment was

208 with an average att::!nd:mce 1£ t16" 'fhe church membership roll has been worked

on continually \'lith many nemec being removed as a result of death and transfer to

other churches through the years .• In 1975 there were 421 on the membership roll with

an average attendance Or 135 attending the morning worship service.

In 1970, an old house adj acent; to the church property, which had been pruchased

for classrooms, was razed and the <j,::-othidgraded. :Eor a parking lot. At the same time

a steep embankmentin front of the church ','ias gr&dzel and grossed .• Also during

1970 the sanctuary WClS air conditioned. A llttle late:; a set of memorial handbells

was purchased.

The church and different orgc.nizations join;ed toget.l-ter in furnishing an office

and study for the pastor. The Meb~odist Meninstalled book caseso The Dora Lilly

Class, "Chicken Salad Grc'l.'P" had the fU.":Tliturf;upho.ls't.er-ed and the floor carpeted.

The M.Y.F. purchased a folding machine. The Thelma Cates Class installed drapes,

and the church purchased~~e following equipm~.t: a spirit duplicator,copy machine,

Gestafax stencil cutter and a used memeoqraphmachine e

During the tenure of Rev. Wolfe the following projects have been completed:

the church building roo:f=ed,many ct assrooms painted, t:he nursery zenovatred, the

parsonage painted inside and owt, living room fu..."'niture uphoLat.ez-edand new drapes,

gutters and downspouts replace:t at the paz'sonaqe and 1."lhe:ceneeded on the church

building. The Methodist Hen erected a. shelter, a mult-purpose building costing

in excess of $45,000 ••00 and ped.d for in about 3 year's t.ime, t.i1C heating system of

church and educational buildings replace.d.,oouca::iol"'C'I.lbuilding ::\ir conditioned,

and the senccuary painted"

The church has had several revival serva.ces with each one helping the church

in differnet "lays. Each year under capeecf e Leader-shf.p of church members,

successful church ca,'1'\ps.VI"'~~ticnBlblf: Schcol!.3and various study courses have

been held. If one thing weze selected to be tt.e most helpful during the years

of 1970 - 1976, it would be<:. nj..•ay Uitnefis rJ'dssion" held in 1973,. From this service

a morning sharing came fOl:.'th and a spirito:: Love t.hrouqnout ·the congregation.

The youth of the church under the Leadershap of Mr. Ed Hay, Miss Gloria

Faucette,Miss Denise Thom?~onis still going st>:ong~ The Happenings, a

musical youth group has made n stron<) witness for the Lord Jesus Christ and for

the HawRiver United MeiJ':odiBtChurch.
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The Haw River United Methodist Church is a strong church made up of strong men,
women and youth groups. In addition, there are many strong individual personalities
that can by the grace of God continue to move the church ahead for years to come,
providing that they continue to reme~er the church is here to serve and not to
be'served.

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Waugh are responsible for the cover of our bicentennial
booklet as well as the banner.. The logo represents the rising sun coming over the
front of the church. The motto on the cover is very realistic,- tiThe Rising Sun
Beginning a New Day ••"

Let us never forget the past but always let us push onward, upward and forward
in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ. Let us attempt great things and expect
gr~at things from Him, through Him and for Him.

This paper does not by an¥ means complete the history of the Haw River United
Methodist Church. We realize that there are many things that have been overlooked
or not at present available for use. We wish it were possible to mention every
member and person who has contributed some part to the growth of the church. We
re~lize that service cannot be measured by many of the general standards of measurement
Everything that has been done to advance. the church has meant a great deal, and by
no means do we w!sh to overlook any detail that is at the disposal of the co~~ttee.
We just hope that each CIne who has had a part will feel that your part has been
valuable in the growth and progress of our church&

The church is a living and rr.ovingorganization and is making history every day.
Tomorrow, it will have changed and new faces will appear on the surface of dedication.
We do .not;wish to stop ",Jithpast history, but to set our faces toward the future where
greater things can be done than we have seen in the past.

So, we look upon the Ha".••River Methodist Church as not history but a new
adventure moving into the pages of time

3 •••••••• ~••••••• ~•••••••••••••••
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