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THEBANKSCHURCH
-1882-1903

• - l.. -r-:

Not only-were our forefathers instrumental in establishing and
carrying on the Sha~kleford Banks Methodist Episcopal Church South,'
but still today their direct descendants are~nvolved in bur pre-

/)sent day Harkers Island United Methodist Church~to continue our
Lord's work•. ,The h-istory of Harkers Ts.Land United Methodist Church
would not be .complete without including the ava'ilable h1,storical '
facts of the Banks Church (its f'or-erunnez-] because of it~s 1nterest '
and involvement in our church of today. Therefore, these facts "
are being recorded that we may never forget, but hold dear to our
hearts the importance of its affiliation with our .church ,

'\ According to our earliest records and Mr. Allen Moore the
Banks Church was in operation in 1882 and possibly e~rlier than
this. Shackleford Banks cQnsisted'of four sections as follows:
the Mullet Pond at th~ West 'End, Wade-Shore, Jack's Island and
Di-amondCity ~t the east end •..' Amongthose 'who resided in these sec-
tions were the Lewises, Moores, Guthries, Salters, Wil1ises, .Hancocka
and Styrons.. The church, a one room building approximately 20 x 40
feet, -of wooden construction, also served as the school"building,
It was located about 200 _yards to theea~:!i. of Wade Shore" accorddng
to Mr. Allen. - -c

I still rememberthe awesome feeling I experienced when my ~
",i'"ather,Aron Moore, took me to this spot- and pojrrted out particles
of brick which had been used-for the foundati9n~of his church and
school. Uncle All~n recalls that approximately half way between ~

~WadeShore and ,the church was located tpe ShOP, the~Banks' only
store, ownedby 'I'yre Moore. Any supplies they ~ouldnft buy there,
pad to be bought from the mainland.

According to Mr. Allen, school was attended during the summer.
.morrthe~ Church worship services were held monthly .At other times
cottage meetings were, he'Ld ,; .I'here were no musical instruments ••
Neither were there many hymnbOOKS,one reason being that not many ,
people could~read._ Therefore the preacher would read verse by
verse of, the hymns and then the congregat.Lon would repeat in song

4 aftertlim. Appointed song leaders were often used to perfonn this
duty, especially when the preacher was absent.

Tl;1e'average church attendance was 20 - 30. The average s...
day School attendance was 1.5 - ~q. Let us not-e here that aco~' (



to the Presiding Elderts report (Quarterly Conference) there was
a work at both ends of the Banks: the Wade Shore Section-Church,
which we've just mentioned, and the Diamond City Section (east end)
work. The Diamond CiJy Work had no c~urch bui~d~ng, but visited and
wor~hipped wit~ the Banks Church in th~{~a~~~~o~e Sect-ion Church
as they wished_ and were able- to. ' .. ~,- --,

The only way to travel was by boat or;i~n fqot, so their wor-
shipping together was_ht.ndezed at time§~y~c,ausG of inclement wE?ather.
The east -eridwork was part of theconfere~pe, bu~.onlyheld cottage
meetings. They l{ere held in the home 9~__P1iff Hancock, TomStyr-on,'
and Billy Hancock. \~' ."

He'cords show that the BanKS Church'!(bot Ii works) was on a four
point chi(rge as' fo~lows: ' - _

T~bernac1e, which is now Straits
Summerfield, which is now Smyrna~"
Springfield, which is nbw"Wi11is-t:en
,Banks .s: which was Shackleford '

In 1890 North River Methodist Church was also on the Charge.
Let's keep in mind our affiliatto~:~J.th these churches down

through -the years • Straits (Tabernac're'.¥h,en this history took
place) must have been a big factor in the ,establishment of our own
Harkers Island United Methodist Church". and all the way through to
the time we became a station church., -- - ,

PreacheTs serving the Banks Church traveled from Straits to
look after the church affairs and to conduct services at th~
appoint-ed time. 'Whenthe preacher was not available Mr. Devine
Guthrie'- who was known for his long, fervent- prayers, conduct-ed
~funerals arid served as spiritual advisor and leader for the church.

~'_'<:_A.ccordingto one church report, in 1887 he was Sunday Schoof,
'-Superinterident, Church Leader, and held services each morrth, In
i889 he was appointed "Local EXhorter" - One whose character has
been approved. This was the first of twelve steps in becoming a
preacher. His two daughters, Ollie and Frances, served as Sunday" . --School teachers. ' '

I

'Other Sunday School teachers~remembered-by Mr. Allen were
_,'E:llie LeWiisand Doll Lewis. For (a period of time the Sunday School
Superintendent was Mousouri Moore, daugh+ar of Mr. Tyre Moore. Song
Le~ders he recalls were_: Tom,Arendell and Ed Willis.t, who moved'bo

': MQ,re~eadCity when the exodus from Shackleford Banks took place.
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Weddings were performed by the Magistrate, Mr. Billie Hancock of the
Diamond City ~Section.

According,to Mr. Allen and Church records, those instrumental
r-;in establishing the church were:

Devine Guthrie & Family
Alden Hoore & Family
Tyre Moore & Family
Ed Hoore & Family
Joe Lewis & Fam~ly
Cliff Lewis & Family
T&e Salter Family /

Others who helpedalead the church'while it existed unt~l 1903 were
Hedrick Moore and Eugene Yeoma~.

Spiritual hunger, need to worship and desire for Christian
fellowship must have been of ,)ital importance to the residEmts, of
Shackleford Banks. Each summer Protractive meetings (camp meetings)
were held, which lasted for weeks or until the church body felt the'
wi~ness that God's will had been accomplished for that particular
meeting. People traveled fromsnrrounding areas: Atlantic,
'Sea Level, Straits, Morehead City, and even as far away as Swans-
boro to attend these meetings. They traveled by Schooners, Buckeyes
and Sharpies, which also provided a pl~ce to sleep when the local
residents could not provide such for all who came.

Oh, how they must have been led and,driven by the Holy Spirit
and realized a great need in their lives to be willing to experience
what they apparently did to attend these/meetings. It was at Tyre
Moores's place that these meetings were held. The bushes were
cleared from under the trees, lanterns were hung from'the;trees and
benches were placed to accamodate as~many as possible. Food was
provided in big iron pots by Mr. Tyre Moore's wife, .who so
willingly shared what she had with everyone as far as it would go.

There was singing" praying, preaching, shouting, praising and
7'testimonies, wh_ich still lives on today and blesses the hearts of-
those who hear and receive with open hearts. Through these meetings
'people were saved and joined the church. Prayer meetings were held
in the woods ne~r the cernetary at times,and Uncle Allen recalls,
"Voices could be heard far away singing, 'I've Anch6red My, Soul In
The Haven Of Re;stf.n He also recalls that prayer meetings were
attended at Straits by the Banks p~ple.

)Records show that many people whom we of the Harker-s Island
(3 )
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United Methodist Church krtow'-and have knownwere affiliated with
the 'Banks Church. Also we have .rocords=or childr~n' s baptism •. In
1889 Stacy F. GubhrLe, youngest son of' 1)evine>Guthrie and Fu~pey B.

'>. Ye9lltan~received \baptism int,o the~Banks ~~urch. ~ . / . -
Quarterly Conferences were' held on a reguI~r basis wilh the

Presiding Elder. tra~elingby_bpat to Shackl.ef'ord wh'en~th€\appointed
time came. When the Conference W?S hel(3 at! one of. the other charge
points members or the Banks Churcp~likewise traveled to the ,\ppoint-
ed place to represent .the churc~. . ~ .' i'

In 1887 M~. Eugene yeomans was appointed delegate. to District
Conference. -HEi ~hQWedmuch(interest in the Banks Ch!lrcij and later
was instrumental in establishing the Harkers -Island Methodistc '+
Episcopal Church South in-19l6. In 1890 he was granted his license
'to exhort. ,,' -

- r

Preachers serving the Banks asirecalled-byMr. Allen, and some
according to church "recnrds are as folloW's-:-

- '-r1883::' FrankE.' ,McCall .
1884 .; Joseph G. Nelson
1885-88 ~E4mund D. Hoover-
18a9-90 - F. S¥ ~ecton (,
1891 - Geor~ W. Starling
1892 - J. -P. Pate -

) lQ93-95 - William Y. Everton-
1897-98";' ThomasJ • Browning ~

- / .

1899 - C. P. Snow r--'

;1.900~_J. E. Bristowe ~
\ ", -C' 1901-02':" F. E. Ddxon

o _,-, . -, 1903.•• 'E.If. Creel .
- ~ ~ ~ ~

,?' Some interesting· notes and facts concerning tite budget from
C\lurc~ QllarterlyCdnferenqe "Recorde-r ~
. . /1887 t· Banks pasbor+s ,salary - $)0.55 J

1888. .;'n . tt ' -r It) ;.. $-::3.00
-1888 It. \' tI -II - $ 2.35
l889( U II ".;. 1$23.67
l89f It -" '11 II - $13.i3) _ c. . \

The church continued to-exist until 1903., Because of threat-
erring erosion. and l1uT),icanes, the need for bigger..' and bett~r schools,
better transRortation, more marketj.ng'; more jo'os, medical:tacilities,
and most importantly, of all to have better- ~bce~s to ,p1a.ces of'wor-
.sh lp the Banks resd.derrts began.fio move away. They resettled at

p .-(~ (4J-~' ~ J
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Har-ker-s Jsland, Beaufort, Marsh~Illberg, Salter Path and Mor.eg~ad
City. . / ~

According 'to Mr. Alle.n it was ,actually around 1912 when all the
people'had peI'Illanently moved/awayto their chosen communities to begin
a new.way.of life. Some of them took their homes apart, transported
t,hemacross the sound-and rebuilK them on lots they had chosen.
They left their birthplaces and landmarks, which~hey loved so much.
The little church apd ~chool ~erediscontin~ed. But the h§ritage
which had been given to them, the precious memories, God/and His Son '--
Jesus Chris~ 'in whomt,~~y trusted and loved, traveled across the(
waters with~them)•., This heritage has remained bhr-ough the. years and
will always be ever. present even to the end and throughout eternity.' .>

Thank God for those who had so little yet were ~illiI?-g to) giv~
-so much• .I .What joy· th~y must have experienced through sharing with

J one another-what t~e Lord had giv.en them. ~any were their har~-
ships, .trials and storms 6f-life, but Praise God, those who remained
steadfftst in His love were v~ctorious and will always be~ ~ ,.

It is~so fitting that~we closeout ~his portion of church history~
wfth Romans8 :35-39 ••.• ., ( ~
35 ltWhoShall separate us from the Love of', Corist? Shall

tribulation, or distre~s, 9r persecuti~R,~or famine" or
nakedness, or peril," or sword? / . .

-~ 36 A.,sit. is written, FJ)r thy -sake we are killed a~l t~e ~ ~. ->,
day Longjwe are accounted as sheep Jor the slaughter,

37 Nay, in ill1 these things weare 'more than conquerors "~
'. through Him that Loved us.

38 For I am persuaded, that neither·cdeath, nor life, nor .
angels" nor principal~ t lea, norpQvJers, nor 'things presen.t,
n.or things to cQme, \'

39 Nor herght,~nor depth, nor any other cr~ature, shall-
....'be able to separate us from .the love of God, which is in
,Christ J·esua our..Lord.•!l

(
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HARKERS ISLAND MEl'HODISTCllURCH
~ 1910 -1960

The deepest longing!} of man's heart led him to establish a place
of worship. Whether it be an altar as Abrahamerected Qr the most
elaborate building; to the worshipper it -is a,.p'lace to worship GoEl
accorddng t,o the dic"ta};~s-of his heart. -

So it/was' witJ:1the early residents of Harkers Island. They
realized that the stlrv~va1 of a community depended upon the establish- ~
ment of p'laces'<of worship. Even though the' Northern Methodist Church
had already been organized, some-of the early settlers felt the need
,of a Southern Methodist Church•.; ',-

- In 1887, before the Southern Methodist Church was organized as a
church," meeti~gs were held in Mr. Eugene Yeomans' home at Harkers
Point,.(the west end of the- Island). Mr. Yeomansvisited the Straits
Methodist Church and was encouraged by the pastor, Mr.-Trotman, to,
begin making"sorneconcrete plans to or~niz~ 'a Southern Methodist" 'I',

Churc}}.o~ Harkez:s Island. ~
The first 'worship services were held' in- "Miss Bellis Old School-

house" in 1905'., Mr., Trotman held- services one Sunday atternoon each
month. He was-transport ed- to and from the Island by boat, which -was .r

mannedby one of the Island men. /\ '
Mr.-Joe Carraway and Mr.-,Becton"were two of the Conference

Appointed preachers during the "Schoolhouse't days. -
~eling the need for a permanent church building" Mr. EUgene

Yeomansled i~establishing a building fund for the Harkers Island'
Southern Methodist Church' in 1910. ' Eighty four dollars was-.raised

_ in the first efr~rt --- $50-.00 being' contributed by Mr. Charlie
Wallace of Morehead City. -, '
_ - Although $84.00 was ,the only capital the little group had, their
oetermination led them in the building program of their first church.
The men donated their t'iroe and skill. Mr. Curtis Davis was the only
,paid laborer. He worked as "Boss Carpent er" for $2 .00 a day from sun
to sun , Lumberwas brought to the ~sland by boat and the men carrieg
it -to the build~ng ,site. - - - s -

••. - - ,; - I ? •. ( ,

Because the majority of the people, lived at the west end of vthe
Island and h~d,)difficul ty getting to "Miss Bell f s Schoolhouse" (lo-
cated on the east end), the church was built near the center of the

" --------- /'I
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Island • -, ' ,-
The first Conference appointed -pastor to _the new church was Mr. <

N. R. Stricklpnd, who was on the Straits, Will-istollriJISirkers Island
I and Smyrna Charge~ S~erv~ceswere h~ld Sattird.;3y night, Sunday morn- -.
ing and Sunday night once a month•. The.membership was approximately
25 an? the first annual ~3-d/getwa,s'$105.00 -- including COrf~erence ~ -
.Benevo'Iences , Pas:fjor' ssalary , etc. v., <

(

The Sunday School at that time had 'an average 'attendance of 30.\
Tbe.f'ir:st Sunday School offering was 83¢. - Mr. Allen Modre was the
fir'st Sunday Schoryl Superintendent in lihe new .building'. He served?
in that capacity 25 years. O-t;het-swho have served in that capacity
since 1935 are: Mr. Joe" Davis, Mr0 Paul Lewis, and Mr. David
Yeomans, present Superintendent. '<-- / .,•.. -

. The first revival was led by Ml'--. '-"A.B. Crumpler, assisted by the
pastor. During the, rmeetrlng a group who had 'moved fromSfiackleford·~
Banks unite'd with the Harkers) ISland Soubher'n Methodist Church. They'
were; John TomSalter and wife, Cordelia; Hedrick Moore and wife,
Charlotte; Luth~r (Guthrie and wife, Dollie; Lillie .Larson; Thomas
$tyronJ and Mr. a>ndMrs; Alonzo G~thrie.

The chwch builqing was(never -comp~eted, for on September 7,( .
1913~it was blown downbyha.rric.1Xne wind~. Undaunted by the loss,> ~
the little group renewed their efforts 0 Constructibn began again two
weeks latter.' \

·When~ -re~construction was begun ~o ;HumbTewaiserving ~s /
pasbor , He had been residing at -bhe Stra1ts Parsonage, butrea11~ing
the need- for being "en the site" during the 'building- program,he 'I' -,

.moved to Harkers Island. While on the Island he boarded in_the home
or Mr. Hedrick ~oore, Mr,.Humble not ably preached but he:lp~d with
the actual cons:truction of the buil;ding. ,It was at Mr•..Humble' s sug-
gestionthat the church was built with an elevated flbor •. Inaadition
to preaching ~mq carpentering at Harkers Island he held \servi~&s at
Straits, W.illiston and Smyrna.. / \.

lr . ,--- '-- _ ( .

\_ Services we:r~ resumed in 1914~ The p~stors whq served from
1914 to 1935 were: Mr•. Humble, Mr'. Hooutt., Mr. -Bell,Mr. Culbreth,
Mr.rBarfield, Mr.~Stac,k, Mr. Glass, Mr. Jackson, Mr. McNear,..
Mr. Smith and-Hr , Freeman., ") ,....x' ~

. J .

(Durf.ng this period~of time 1.1ntil Ynificgtion in 1939, there
--, r-'

)
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was a Methodist Episcopal Church:South called the Southern Methodist,
-.- and a Methodist Episcopal Chur'ch, called the-'Northern Methodist' -

.\ .r: on'Harkers Island. The northern church was the' older Qf. the two-•.-, ~
- ."

j :1f.1~~ II? 1923~ Rev. Carl A. Johns?n was~~ent ~~ se:ve as ~ast or .of theJ
~~'~'\Method1st Ep1scopal Church North. He w1th hLs sal.ntly wl.fe, Ll.llian,
.", and t~o young children, Wellman and Dora, came'from tne. Salter Path

Church, where he had served as pastor since,1926. Before the Salter
Path appodrrtmerrt, the Johnsons had lived in Ronda, North Carolina~'
where they served the Lord in their hom€:churcn- and in at least '
one ot~er pastorate. In those days especially, this was considered
a long way t.o travel and, was an~extremely difficult locality and en-,-
.vironment, but this didn't hiQder the Johnsons , _Doing the Lord f s
-work "took first place in their ·lives.- '. ~-. . . - - ",-

Even after his pastorate was completed, Mr. and Mrs~ Jghns,on
remamed and ,lived' here until their earthly journey was completed.
Twoother children, Doreinus -and' Ella were born to them. In 1939,
when unification took place, they continued to be very active in. the
Methodist Church. He served as supply pastor, Sunday School teacher",
did carpentry work, janitorial duties and many other positions too
numerous to name. She likewise was a great worker, wonderful speake-n,
teacher. and, leader. She serve,d as church treasurer .fpr many years ~-

-; '-~ ~ . \
Welike~to think of the Johl}sons not 'Only.as pastor ancLwife,-

but also grectt missionaries. They truly~loved JesusJ and His church
~ and were willing to serve in any capacity necessary to help carryon
His work. No task was too big or too smaH. f:or them. T-heyloved
people and -served tnem well. They- were known-and loved for~ their ~

J generositY and compassion for others. In Oct. 1957, 'they moved but >
of their home into their daughter's home to provide a p1.ace1or- my
'family and me to live while 'our homewas being built. I can never
forget that act of-love and kindness.

Their liVES blessed and influenced -all whomthey _touched, be-
. cause 'their desira was to do the will of God and let Jesus live -
through t~em. Mr. Johnson completed his earthly' jo~r~ey Aug: 16, 1966.
Mrs. Johnson compLetiedher earthly ,journey Aug. 15, 1974. They were
Lovedr and w~ll~always be remembered and Ir€spe.eted for thei~'contri-
bution(to"this church and community. Thank the Lord for sending "to

-:us the Johnsons.)l if • '- - -

1. 1980 addition to the record by Polly M.~Davis



/

Some time before 1935 the Ladies' Aid (now knowna~ the
(Woman's Society of Christian Service) and the Epworth League (now
known as the Methodist Youth Fellowship) we~e organized in the new
church.

(Whenthinking of our Women'swork and the youth of our church
during the 30's and 40's, I r?adfly think of Mrs. Jeanette Willis,
known to so many as Aunt Jeaneyte. She was a good leader and was
very active in the Ladies' Aid, but if we were to give her a title
which would fit her most, it,would be "The Greatest Program Leader."
She was especially good at working with chilqren in these programs.
Oh, how she~loved to work. at producing and mahaging theSe, especially
atCHrtstinas'- time. She practiced long and hard, and then sperit many
hours. 'at night cutting out and sewing up costumes t.o make the programs
(plays, drills, etc.) more meaningful and more enjoyable. In those'
days we didnJt have electric, gas or forced air heat to warm our
church , Wehad a ~big''tal1 wood sbove , When time camf' to pr-actice or ~
use the church for'any purpose, whoever could and wDu'ldbrought fire
wood' from thefr wood piles to' keep the fire going. This was our only
heat. ~' ..

Aunt Jeanette loved her.wor~ was serious aboyt it and expec-
·ted others to do' the same. She was willing to give .ofher time,
talent and 'whatever means' she had. Looking forward to one of her'
programs was· always a delight for everyone. She completed, her- earthly
journey in 1956. Wewill ~lways be grateful to our Lord for'Aunt .
Jeanette for her many faithful years of service to gim and His
church~2' , . , .

Between 1935 and 1939 Mr. Hill and Mr. Matheson of the Atlantic
Charge served the Straits Charge.

(When-I think of Mr. Matheson and his wife Rachel, I recail the
interest they took in the musical ability of the children. Music
has always. played an important part in the ministry of our church.'-...., . "">
God has always blessed us with musloally talented people, even young
cht.Ldren, to enable our church 'in carrying on its mission. The
Mathesons recognized this talent and worked diligently with our.chi1-
dren during his pastorate here. On one occasLon, around 1938; they. ~ , . ,,-

/
2. 1980 addition to the record by Polly M. Davis

/
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took a group of young children, approximate ages 8 -'13 yrs~< to
Raleigh, N. G. t 0 -ai.ng-on a.schf.Ldzen! s radio program. In that
day Raleigh was really some place .to <go, and to have <inopportunity
to sing 'Onthe .,radio was an accomplishment.)3 ,~ ,

(Another precious one who comes to mind,of this period of time
is Mr. Joe Davis, husband of Mrs. Sallie Davis. In my opinion
Mr. Joe was one of the most sa intly men I have ever known•. He had a'
quiet, gentle way about him that spoke loud and clear offris love' for
God and His Chunch, He ~erved as Sunday Sehoo.l, Superintendent,
ushered and,was glwaysbusy working for our Lord Jesus. His daughter
Elva Mae recalls how on Sunday morning c she and her father would
, carry wood, coal and kerosene (whatever they could afford) to' the
church to build afire for Sunday School. In t'hpse days they had to
walk, which didn't make/the burden any lighter.)4

During the 1939 ,un:tficatton of the Methodist Churches; Mr. Walter
Pavey was sent by the Conference "to unite the Southern and' Northern

I Methodist Churches of Harkers Isla~. 'The pastor resided in the
Parsonage owned-by~the Northern Methodist Church and he alternated
services between the two churches' until they were officially united. '
Because of a conflict of ideas $e church was weakened, .and many of'
the -member-swithdrew. J

Mr. Cecil Harris was appointed in 1940. He resided 'in the Par_..2 ,
sonage which~previously had been ownedby the Northern Methodist
Church. Services were nowbeing held' in the presentchurcn b~ilding,_
formerly knownas the Southern Methodist Church, A short time later

- the HarkerS I~land~ethpdist Church went on a FJur-P~int,Charge -~
Stral,ts, Williston, Harkers Island'" and"Smyrna. The pastor resided at
the' Straits Methodist Church Par-sonage , The Northern Methodist Church

, . building and' parsonage were sold 'by the Methodist Conference ~
During 1944 the program was curtaiied due to the'l~ck of man -

power. Many of the preaphers 'and young menwent into the services of
~their~ountry. For this period of time the MarshaLlberg pastor, M!.
H. G• Cuthre'll, preached two Sunday afternoons a month.,

r (The late 30' s through the early 401s were difficult years and
no less so with lthe finances of the' church. There's one who comes to

"3. 1980 addition to the record by Polly M. Davis
4. 1980 addition to the record by Polly -M. Davis
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mind3t this time, Mr. McKinley Lewis, who was faithful and instru-
mental' in helping the church meet its budget. He is remembered as a
wonderful leader who loved the Lord, his church, and was 81lways
willing :to dig a little deeper (in his own pocket) to help the church
meet its obligations _ Hecornpl~ted~ his earthly .journey in.)1956.-" We
thank G09 for his concern and unselfish love for the Lord and His
work)5 ' ~

, In 1945 the Four-Point Charge was resurnedand the Conference
appointed Mr. Bromley, who served for one year.

Mr. H. i. Harrell assumed his duti~ in 1946. Under his leader-
ship the church launched a building program -- remodeling and alter-
ing the interior of the sanctuary and building additional Sunday
School rooms. ~ _ ,~' .(

(Before building these additional Sunday School rooms we only
had -the sanctuary and annex (same floor space as tOday), which was

, ! l

aLso used as a Sunday School room. The annex cou'Id be closed off
with drop type doors, which made it possible to use) it for suppers",--.. .or any event other tha~"worsh1p services.

Mr., Har-reH, was very interested in the Met_hodist Youth Fellow- y

ship, worked well with it, and was mQst supportive to our counselors
and youth Leade.rs , He drove his car ~on many occasions to sub-district
meetings with. as many as eleven in his carat one time ~ In 1947 he
drove two of our youth members to Louisburg College, to attend::' 'a
sesaton of the Louisburg Youth Assembly. 'wnen the session was over

J ."he drove back to bring the~ home•. Itwas well known that Mr. H?rrell
had a deep love and concern for th1s church ••) " 1, '

Mr. A. C. Regan served from 1951 to 1~53.
Mr. D. M. Tyson followed Mr. Regan and served until 1956. -,(The

most significant thing I remember about Rev.•<,Tyson's pastorate here
were the wonderful revivals we had. Our church had always he1.d
occasional revival meetings and benefitted by them. As I recall.,' we ,
began having them moreTrequent Iy during this p,eriod of time. Rev.
TptmnyTyson ,was one of bhe most ouustiand i.ng-ev~ngelists who came and,
preached duri~g at least one of these revivals. These servtces
brought about more spiritual hunger, soul searching, a spiritual '\

/

s. 1980 additiyn to the record by Polly M. Davis
6. 1980 addition to the record by Polly M. Davis
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awakening, openess and awareness to the working of the Holy Spirit.
The spiritual life of our churoh.began to grow and deepen. There-
fore, the church began to grow and has increase,d in its ministry,
especially in its mission of soul winning.)7 '

In 1956 the Four Point Charge',wasdivided into two charges, each
two-point: Harkers Island and Straits; Williston and Smyrna. Mr.
H. E. Gibat was appointed and s~rved until 1958. .

Our pr-esent pastor, Mr. C. RayWest, was appointed in 1958.
Under his leadership the work has progressed considerably. The build-
ing to the right of the church building was leased from the Carteret
County Schoo'l,Hoard in 1959 for additional Sunday School space. _The
present church membership is 111 with an annual budget-of approx-
imately $4,500.00. Wehave' a growing Sunday School, active, Men's
Club, W. S. C. S., M.'y; F., Adult_and Girls' Choir, and a Boys' Choi:r'
which has recently been organized.

!

Manyothers, whose names are not mentioned in this report, have,'
aided the growth 0'£ our church: The Sunday School Teachers, Officers
of the Sunday School, and members of the church, Methodist Ment~
Club, Women'sSociety of Christian Service, Methodist Youth Fellow-
ship, Membersof the Choir, Pianists, and the manyvo1unta~ gifts
of time, talents, and material possessions -- all have played a most
important part in the spiritual growth of our church. AlthouJ'l we
cannot possdb'lyrecord all the names of those who have served, we-!lre
indeed gratefuL for the great and lasting good that each has
contributed in his .-:'r-her ownway. . -:.

, /

Above all we give .thanks to God for sending us His Son, Jesus,
who is the he~d and founder of~ur church, and to whomwe give all
honor and praise forever. :J

'r

I

.1

I

7~ 1980 addition by Polly M. Davis
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" ~,;OnJul¥~20, 1964, the Officia"l Board appointed Mrs. P()lJ:yDavis
Choi~ Dir~ctor and she served faithful:t.-y (until April 25,- 1976, with u'

the exgeption of 9 monthsdue to illness in her family at which_
time Beverly Johnson served _for her. .On April 25, 1976, Beverly
Johnson~wasappointed Ohoir Director -andcontinues to served a~ pre-
sent. ' We.have been blessed through the years with mus lc Iane, Mrs.
Marguerite Yeomansserved faithfu11y far ye§J.rBas church- pianist =>

until her health would no longer permit. I-IIi,~58 ,and.r1959Mr. Frank.
,Mooreplayeq for the SUndaySchool'. In 1960 Frank was encouraged iO'
put nIs talent in' full service i'or the Lord, and he has been a faith r .

ful servant_rendering his talent unto the Lord for the past 16 years. ~-
In 1960-1964BohbieWest also assd.sbed as pianist., Mrs.-Ruth Paylor, \
whohad been assistlhg in .the childrents' c~oir up to 1967, became-the
chureh pianist. Ruth's music has ble ssed rUs -and §he has"served in '
this -capacity now'for approximately 8 yea.rs" /

,~The~hoir has. witnesseo_not '-only'here at, home, but also 'in the/'
surrounding communities ana coUnties and has .serrt several. 'yo)liIg
people , -,nowIi virtg in other areas, whoc ontinue-t 0 ~i tnes sthrougll:the'
min,istry of music in ot~er churches. Atpresen~, choir membership c-
is 20 . ~'. ~, ./

• . '{ ,'1- ~ ,
I ~ \...j' --- /) _ - -

" \Rev. West served as pastor until June, 1964~ Rev,eRobert Randakks:
s~rved as pastor 'from 1909 to 1965'. ,") . ': .r>

... OnNov. 17, 1965; twO'.committeeswere appointed to look into the
possibility of purchasing an organ for :the' church•. OnJan. 1'9, 1966
it was' decided that this project should be tabled due-to _financial t
reasons''-'- " .~.-". ) ,
_ - On/~c~ober'l9, ~9-67 '-a:'~neworgan wa~ deliv~~d to the church; ~
This organ was presented.to the church by Mr./and Mrsi Lloyd-Kaylor
o:fWilmington in memc$ryof their son, JiflUnYKaylor. The first' serv1.ce
with the~newOrgah

3
was October 22~ 1967,~and~.;t,hededi~tion was~bn /

Nov, 12,.1967. Mrs. Ma.rguerite Yeomansplgyed the organ for the ded-
I ~~.atibn. Frank M90rebecame-church organist. The organ has been' a
-'1:i:t~Jssingt.o-ciu-~hurch and has added mu:c~to-oUrworship serVices .~-

, ') . r:J ., ,

From1965-1966 Rev. G. E. Hawkinsserved as pastor. k ~

F)"om\t19/66-l967Rev , RObert C'.~R~ynolds served a~ pastor;-
June 29, 1966 - Sue Lewis was appointed ChurchTreasurer and 'S~c•..

to the official Board, and continues to''''serve at present time. s-,

- A.ug-~6~ ~966 ~ Mr. C• .1\. Johnson, Supply Pastor, complet'edhis~-..JI
ea~hry journey. / . y

(14)
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196-7-19V- - Rev. Ralph_~. Hill' served as pastor •.
Aug. 20, 1961- The Church; the Educational Building and the par-

sonage were connected to Harker-s Island's hew water sysbein ,
1968 - The church became Harkers Isl~nd United Methodist Church.
1969- Th~Women's Society of Christian Service was changed to

The Urrited ,,-MethodistWomen. '
. ~. r

June 1969~-The-re is no longer an Official Board, it is now to -
be called The Administrative Board e- ' . /

. In 1959"under Rev~We~t' s Teadershf»; we began making plans for
Sunday Schoole-space and lQoking toward' the day wh~'na.-new sanctuary .' ~

" coul.d be constructed e' With the-building of the parsonage the church-
'building- program appeared .to have been tabled until 196-9, when, under
'the leadership of- Rev, Hill, we-again started talk of a huilding pro-' .
gram.' Cdriynittees were elected and a drive to raise moneywas started.
At the March-2, '1910 A<;lministrative Board meeting ..p'lans began to take
shape. In-June,~1970 Louise Guthrie was' appointed Church Bldg. Fund
Treasurer. In Sepb, 1910 the Bldg. Col'rImitteevoted to build a' new
church , . In Nov. 1970 'a committee was appointed to see about the
_Alfr~d Moore home on the tract of land which the church owned, making
way for, the new-church building. -
, "June_ 1971 -' Aug. 1971 - Dr. Glover became our-pastor and served
fOr three months. ,-.

The Lord, ~Knowingthe needs'of our church, s~nt us'a YQung;,
dedica~d ghristianfamily. On Oct. 1, 1271 Rev. Wallace LewiS'tre"';'
came Pastor .and continues to serv-e at the present. time. Under his 0~

.ministry the church has gone forward both spirLtually and financially;~
God used Rev. Lewis. as an instrument in bringing many young adults,
especially young men, to accept Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. One
of these couples, Sherman and-Dot-a Guthrie, are' going into full time
rChristian service. Godwas about ready for us to begin our church .
building program and He knewwe would need young men, sO,He raised
them up.' .Ood!stiming is always rigl;1t.

July 1972 - The Conference Building Committeermet--cwithour Loca'l,
building committee..r- r-/ ~ r_

_ July 15, 197.3 - Ad/'Tlinistrative Board Meeting .• Discussed the run,
down cond~tion of-the church. We deci~ed that the outside 'of the
church should be painted. The church purchased the paint and men and'
womenof the church accomplished this task during the~summer.

(].5)
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-; J;ly 20, ~973- Administrative Board Meeting - Rev. Lewis brought
before the board that members of the church had stated' that' they
would rather remodel than try to buiid a new church. A committee
'was formed to look into remodeling. Nov. 4, 1973 - Adminsitrative
BO'ardMeeting - TPe-decision to remodel instead of build a new
. church was voted on and the motion carried to remodel.

Nov. 18" 1973 - The church honored our Senior Citizens on this
date with ~ special ~fternoon service. Since that date Mrs. Lillian
Johnson, Mrs. Carrie Guthrie and'Mr. Stacy Guthrie have completed
their earthly .journey. -

June 30, 1974- Final plan of the church's building program was
in the hands of conference for approval.

Feb. 3, 1975 - Louise' Guthrie reS±gned as treasurer of'tlie Build-
ing committee and Natalie Johnson was ~pointed.
,April 17, 1975 - The church confe rence accepted the plans and
the financing of the building program. The church is to sell bonds to
finance the ~ui~ding project.

April 20, 1975 - Administrative Board decided each year the
church would give Bibles with the name,engraved to each graduate from
the church.
'~,' ", May 15, 1975 - A bond drive was started "and a total of $46,000.00
; wa~'sold to help finance the building program,' '-

~,~~~',; , July 24, 1975 - After 16 years of much discussing- and planning,
-,~~j,,",;<!'on,:'thisdate our church building program became a reality. -rTe began
, ,,~C\~tearing down the back part of the church and the program was underway~-
«:; .We,had approximately $92,000.00 in the buf.Idting fund. This was from
,~. pledges, gifts, bend sale, Duke Ehdowmentand Board of Missions. As

we look around t-oday we can see how God.has bleesed us ; Our men have
donated approximately 75%of the labor. Wehave not oompleted our
church,~ut if we continue to be obedient-unto the Lord and put our
f~ith and"trust in Him, inRis time it will be completed. /"

May l1,~ 1976 - -Wepurchased the property on the east side of the
church from the Board 'Of Education so that future generations might
have room for expansion,when necessary.

We have an active Jr •. and Sr. Methodist youth Fellowship,
Methodist Womenand Men's Club and 'Sunday School. Our average 'attend-
ance in Sunday School is 103.' Our totaL church membership is 153.
Budget for Harkers' Island United Methodist Church for Jan 1, 1976

. (

/
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through Dec. 31, 1976 is $20,480.65. Including building-fund
obligatioris of $9,181.12, our total yearly buPget is $29,661~77.

Many, whose names~are not mentioned in this record, have aided
the growth of our ohurch , All have played a most important part in
the spiritual grqwth of our church, and as a family of God we are

, ind~ed grateful for the~great' and lasting 'Vgopd that each hascontri-
buted in his or her own.way. "-

Yes, God had a·plan for the Harkers Island United Methodist
ehur-ch and He put it into existence in 1875 and , in looking back,
we can see_hOW He has blessed us and met our every need, and how He
continues to do so. The theme for- the N. C. Methodist Conference
Bdcentennfa'L Celebrat.ion on April 3, 1976 was "On' the Way.1t Truly,-
we are just~wayfaring pilgrims on a sojourn who baye not·yet arrived,
but who are on our way. One hundred years ,from today/we will have
cOmpleted our jourqey. Our prayer is that this church,will oontinue
to shine forth as a beacon unto those who are lost and in darkness.

,_,;: I.... <, '-

I woulq like to end on the same- note as the 1960 record c
Above all, we give thanks to God for sending us His Son, Jesus, who ~ ,
is the bead and founder ofrour church-and ~o wbom we give all honor
and pra Lse forever. J

" (

/?

I _
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HARKERSISLANDUNITEDMErHODISTCHURCH
1976-1960

r ", \ ~ \.
, As we come together to celebrate "Heritage pay/I let us remem- ~
ber how great out,:lChrfst'ia'Q heritage is • Also let us---"rememberthosef
)ThowOi-lCe<Y,pj'ayied,"gave ;f -their t.imeand financial means, sacri- '
ficed and stoo-d"thE>''~test of. M.,meto make-it all possdhLe-, Thank God
that there was ~IW"ay$"tli&t,renipant ,whowere willing to serve, our Lord
and Sa~ior, .fe_sti;s·Ch~i'st" whatever the cost , This is our heritage. '
But mo~t importa'ritly~~ let's not forget th~_greate'5t reason of all for

r' • . . . . .!
our great, Chrlsii-ifl'ri.heritage" whicn is what God did for uS'when He "
gave his onlybggo1i-ten Son, Jesus Christ, who was willing to give
Rimself complete-ly:~nd uncondf.td.ona'l.Lyfor us , The price He pard wheli
He went. to the eroseTor you and .me is the theme of our great herita_ge.

'Today, May i,~, 1980, commemorates our church's 10th yea:r in -.our
Lord's -servfce .' In order to learn more-of the historical facts of our
- 'church, let us stl~'rt where we left ofrf in 1976 and corrtLhue through
today." -!. ",,',' , ' )

. OUr churenew.as comp'Lebed with carpet and' pews itistal1ed9-y'Marcn
12, 1977 J -: f»>.r.::;first worship service was )181d on March 13, 1977._ We,
were so pleasep and grateful that Rev.~alla'ce Lewis 'WClS abl-e yO see, :i

the building program completed -and conduct the first worship service/
~ in our beauti,ul sancbuaz-y, His sermon topic was "The Way-of Life .IL:;, k
Wethank God for sending him to lead us through 'such trying and dif ... -
ficult times, as a -building program cancreabe , He continhed_ his "
-pasborane with us to June, 1977.

-: - j" '

. The completion of, QUI' building .program was surely ~l)e o.f the
most glo:dous and wonderful oecaiions in the h;i,story of our church.
This day .represerrbed much planning, work, giving and .prayfng , Let'

~ . , /] ~ I

u~, remember the many, to,? numerous .to name, who did ~o' much to heLp ,
W1.ththe many phases of work .;: those wno gave of thel.r means and +hoee-
who offered their prayers and encouragement to make it all a 'reality.

., - ' ,. /

I have to acknowledge that it was miraculous that so ...much wasaccom-
pliShed all the way Ithr ough the program, especially the last· rew L

months befory comp'letLon,", The mer:'worked ~1.ongand hard to keep labor
costs at arntrdmum , 'I'he women, '\loaththe help of the Lord, through
projects and giving, largely Paid for all the caI'peting and floor
covering ~;;hr0ughout all the building. <, Si3ined gla~s windows, light" .
fixtures, pews, the cross on the front of the church (outside wall)
and the cross on the inte~ior wall '(over the choir) were donat~d.

\.......

- I
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Shortly after completion of~the church a new piano was'pur-
chased J',or the'sanctjlary. By June 13, 1977 around $1)900.00 worth
0:C furniture for the parsonage was purchased ~ A new kitchinc~range
was provided by, the womencollecting' S&HGreen Btamps. With all these
added expenses and an a.l.ready s izabJ.e budg~t, our church has always
been and has oontinued to be a caring and giving church. By this I
mean a -social concern for those in our community and 'church wbo haye'>
financial needs from time to time. '

/" In Nehemiah 4:6,we read, "So built we the ,wall II •••••• fo:r the
people had a mind to work." So it was with the/.Harkers Island United
Methodist Church. We thank God,for His wonderful love, mercy and ~~
grace, -whioh made it all possible. With Him all things are possdb'le ;

,/

Rev. George Eubanks served as Pastor from~1977 -_}979.~
Rev. Robert MacLean followed Rev. Eubanks and continues to serve.. . / .

Due to illness Sue Lewis '~ho served as Church Treas~rer, and-
Secretary'to the Administrative Board since June 29, 1966 resigned
Dec, 31, 197~. ~ .epec La.L day called "Sue Lewis Day" was celebrated
in honor of he~ and her m~ny·yearsof faithful serV1c~. ~

WandaWillis was appointed asDhurch Treasurer and Secretary to
the Administrative-!3oard on Jan. 1, 1979 and is now servtng ,

v, ,
, " June 1919 Rev. Sherman Guthrie received his appointment to
serieas pastor of the Perkins UnltedMethodist Church art Shawboro,
North Carolina ~ Sherman~received his call to .preach tn.e Gospel during
Wallace 'Lewis t ministry here. He has prepared-and waited patiently ,
for this moment. Wemiss Sherman, Cora and their two wonderful chil-
d-ren.They were such a blessing to' ourichurcb family. Sherman played
the gui~ar.His daughter, Wendy, played the, vio1in alpngwith twor
others ,_'Angela Moore and Adrienne willis. . , c}

" --...J-C
;' _ We praise God for raising up jsuch a spirit filled couple as -
,Sherman and Cora, and for tp~i~ willingness to yield and surrender~

",? their all to JeSUs, that tliey could go out int,o the field so white
with harvest as laborers bogether, I understand th~ are -doing a

< good work and that God is using them in a marvelous way. Let t 6 not
forget to ,lift them up in our prayers. ?, "> ;--' I, or -:

~., Our choir is still active and carrying'on a great ministry) of -
music, not only, in our church but in other churches in the surround-_
ing areas. The Lord is using us in a .marveIous way t.o witness for -
Him through this min-istry. ,Donny Brooks 'with his bass guitar joiried

( ,.
) t _



our musical staff in late-197ff. He has added so much to our music min-
- ~istry. Craig Paylor adds a beautiful touch to our musical instruments

when, on occasion, he plays his guitar. .
In April 1979 two amplifiers and ~icrophones were added to our

musical department and have greatly improved the quality and sound of
our music. Efever1y Johnson resigned as Choir Director, effective
April 6, 1980. She gave appro~ate1y four years of successful
service. Polly Davi-s followed Beverly as Choir Director, effective

_April 1, 1980; a.nd is now serving, Recently a youth choir has been
organized_under the direction of Beverly Johnaon, and Ruth Paylor at
the piano. The youth group is good and such a-blessing to us. -Ruth
Paylor at the piano and Frank Moore at _the organ are continuing
to serve .the'church~with their music. We are grateful to God for
blessing our church with such a ministry of music, and for each member-
who is a part of it. -

In 1919 several outstanding events took place in our church as
foll-ows: May 26-27 ••Weekend Church Wide Family Retreat at Camp DonLee, - ,

Oct_20-21 - Special day of food, fellowship and entertain-
ment for the residents of Sea Level Extended Care Facility. This was
hosted by our church, but, co-sponsored by four participating ministers
and their- churches of'the Harkers Island~Ministerial Association,_
which -was organized in 1979. Those participating were as foU-ows t

Refuge Fellowship Church
United MethodistChurch
Free Grace Wesleyan Church
Huggins Memorial Baptist Chwch

There was a uniting spirit betwe~n these churches which was enjoyed
and made the occasion a wonderful one. Our thanks to Edna Davis,
Chairperson of the Council on Ministries, who coordinated the event
and worked with the Extended Care residents to make this special day
possible. _Let me add here that through the efforts of the Harkers
Island -Ministeri,alAasoc tatLon.. much Ls,being done to unite the
churches of -our-community, Among thO.se efforts are (1) Thanksgiving
Union Services- and' (2) quarterly Sunday night Union services with all
four participating churches involved,.' -

The program of our church has continued to expand over the years.
Besides our regular worship services, prayer services, youth-meetings,
Sunday Schoo1~ Women's and Men's meetings ~e carryon the following~

(20j



Thi~d Sunday Night - Family ~ight Program _
Fourth Sunday Night - Song Service with choirs participating
On Sept. 19-20, 1979 - AWeekend Rally Round the Church program'

involving all ages. This was sponsored by the Council on Ministries-~
Oct. 20, 1979, a church album titled, "Les~,WeForget ,It was pre-

sented to the church. It was arranged with photos of those of our .
church family who have completed their ~arthly journey. Our inten-
tions are to continue this pro~ct_and ~dd to it as necessary.

,We are so happy to report.that~ after several years of d~clin-
ing interest, our United Methodist Men's Club was reorKanized with
much enthusiasm March 1, 1980. Also, we have an active Jr. and Sr.
United MethQdist Youth Fellowship, Methodist Women~so~ganization and
Sunday 8cbo·01. One of the 1980 highlights was when our church hosted
the Spring S,ubdistrict Meeting, of United ,Methodist Womenon March 11,.
Approximately 200 w~menattended. '
, ' \

Sunday\Sch601 Supe~intendents ;>erving since 1960 are) as follows,
196~...;1965- David Yeomans 1975 - Reis Johnson ~
1966~1968 - Elbert Lee Davis 1976-1977 - Paul Lewis
1968-1971 - Fernie Willis ' 1978 - Sherman Guthrie
1971-1973 - Donnie Davis 1979 to prese~t - Donnie Davis
-1974'" ~- Sherman Guthrie'

'" OUr SundayBchoo'L enrollment .Ls 130, with an average attendance,
'of 90 ',.l' 100~ . 'Our total church membership is. 169• ()ur:-budget for
Jan 1, 1979 'through Dec. 31, 1979 (inc~uding the building 'fund report-}-
was $31,324 .•00. Our approximate' projected budget for Jan.: 1, 1980
through Dec. 31, 1980 (including the building fund} is $14,,724.00 •.

The Membership Record is as follows: ,
1940'!.. Members on the Methodist Church Roll -------- -45

(transferred, from M. E. South rolr)
1946-1950 ~ H~ L. Harr'e'Ll., pastor • Members
'1952""+956- D. M. Tyson:, r It It
1956-1958 -Henry Gibat, It ,.

1959-1964, ~.C. RaY,W,est. ,I' ,.'
, 1964-1965: ~ Robert RandalIs , It It

1965-1966 .•.j!eo,rge Hawkins" n , ~~:
1966-1967 - ,-Robert Reynolds, It It
1967-1971 - Ralph Hill, -; ,,\.. ••
1971~197'7 - Wal1a'ce Lewis, tt tt

1977..•1979 - George Eubank~" tt

(21)
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,
1919-present - Robert Ma~Lean, paRtor. Members added -----~1940-April.28, 1980 ~ Deaths and transfers
April_58, 1980 - Total on Roll

6
223
54

169
Oh how good Jesus is and has been to us. How wonderful. and

powerful His sweet Holy Spirit is. Truly we've had our weak and
trying period~over the years, but thank God for the mpuntain·top
experiences He has given us. I recall over the last four years at~least ten have accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.
A number of these have been baptized in His Holy Spirit, adding
power and, strength not only to these individuals but to the whole
church. Tnese are still serving~the Lord· and have rematned faith-
ful to the..,church. There is a'wirm, sweet spiritual abmosphe re in
our church family presently, and I am expecting great things to
happen.
"\, /"'! "

.- Many.special days have been observed. M5ny happy moments have
been experienced ahd enjoyed •. Also many unhappy situations and
storms of l~fe have been endured. But, Praise God, because of His
wonderful"love which never fails the Harkers Island United
Methodist Church is victoriou~in Jesus', and is still that beacon
which shines -forth into a world of darkness. ,-,'

So let us conc~ude this _hi_story with Psalm 105:1-5 •.•••.
nogi've thanks unto the.Lord; call
Upon Hfs name t make known His
Deeds~among the people.
~ing unto Him, sing psalins unto Him:
Talkye of all His wondrous works.
Glory ye in His hOlY nam~= let the
Heart of them rejoice that seek the Lgrg.
Seek the Lord, and His. strength: seek
His face evermore. .
Remember His- marvelous _works that
He hath-done: His wonders J. and the judgements
Of His-mouth." ) .J _

/

\
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