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The site for a Methodist Church to be located 1in
Providence Townshin was selected bv a committee apnointed
bv Elizabeth Citv District Sunerinterdent, C, Freeman
Hesth, with Rev., Kev Tavlor, Pestor of the South Vills
Charee, as chairman. This nlot of land was selected in
the S»rine of 19055, efter a careful survey and studv of
several salternate locations. It was nurchased from
Southern Loan and Insurance Commany of Elizabeth Citv,
North Carolina and is located on U, S. Highwav 17, ennroxi-
mately four miles North of the citv, A clear deed of
ep~roximatelv 1,3 acres of thwe land was given to us bv the
Board of Missions and Church Extension of the North Carolina
Method? st Conference so that we could horrow monev from
the National Board of Mis=stons and Church Extension. The
actual nrice of the 4,6 scre site was *6,750.00: however,
when 1,% ecres of this land wee deeded to the Church at a
velve of #2.000,00, the »~rice of the remainine 3.3 scres
was *4,750,00,

The name for the church was selected bv the Quarterly
Conference as Grace NMethodist Church.

Grace Methodist Church of Elirabeth Citv, North
Carolina had its beginnineg from June 12 to June 19, 1955,
at which time 8 Tent Revival was held, with Rev., Tom
Collins of Raleigh, Execuvtive Secretarv of the North
Carolina Methodist Conference Church Extension. as
Evangelist.

Rev. J. R, Couchman, with his wife, Alice, came
here from Asburv Serminarv in Wilmore, Kentuckv, to ass=ume
his duties 28 Pastor of the Grace - Trinitv Charge.
Trinitv was to be located on West Valn Street. Extended,
Both were new churches iust heing established. A buvild-
ine which once housed a dairv was nurchased snd renovated
for use as Trinity Vethodist Church, The aree 2hove was
made into an gnertmwent. ond housed the Pastor of the
Groace - Trinitvy Cherge., Since Trinitv furnished the
housing, Grace bourht whet furniture fourteen memhars
conld afford st the time. Tne Pestor and hia wife Jived
there for two wvears,

Grace Methodist Chureh of Elirebeth Citv. North
Carolina waeg constituted bv Pev, Tom Collins on June 19,
1955, with seventeen members trensfervine their member-
shir to the new church, Rev, J, R, Couchman held his
f&rst worshin service in the Tent on Sundav morning,
June 26, 1955,



Erection of the Metal Building, soon to be our
temnorary church bullding, was berfin the week after the
Tent Revival. The building was rented from the North
Carolina Methodist Conference for #25,00 ner month. The
first service held in the Metal Buildine was July 3,

1955, with the organization of the church bv Rev. C.
Freeman Heath, District Sunerintendent, and the first
election of church officers,.

Charter Sundav Night Service was conducted October 30,
1955 br Rev., Heath, This meeting served as the first
Quarterly Conference, Anv member who had foined Grece
Church between the dates of Julv 16, 1985 and October 30,
1955 was considered an official charter member.

The charter rerwbers of Grace Methodist Church ere es
follows:

Mrs., J. E. Greecn,

Laurs and Guv Green

¥r, & Mrs, C, S, Saunders

Nr. & Mrs. Fred Brothers, Jr.
Aaron, Joel & Carl Brothers
Mr, & Mrs. Llovd Turner

NVr, C. J. Cuthrell, Jr.

¥r, & Mrs. Prank Wood

Mrs, Carroll Snencer

Sandra S~encer

Mrs, Raleigh Griffin

Vr, & Mrs. Richard C. Helmkamn
Dick Helmkamp

Joan, Douglas & Jennifer Jo Helmkamo
Mr, & Mrs, Sam NcPherson, Jr,

Sam., TIT & John Allan McPherson



Charter members (cont'd):
Mrs. J. R, Couchman

Mrs Mae Saunders
Mr, & Mrs C, J, Cuthrell, Sr.

Mr, & Mrs, Willlam Godfrey

Mr, & Mrs, Willlam J, Grant

Mrs. Lee Brothers

Kav Brothers

Mr. Lee Brothers (affiliate)

Mr, & Nrs, W, O, Winslow, Jr.
and

Patsv Winslow

The Woman's Socictv of Christian Service was or-
ganized November 14, 1955 by Mrs, J. H., Brown, District
Secretarv of Promotion, and N¥rs, W, E, Brown, District
Secretarvy of NMissionarv Education and Service, both from
Hobbeville, N, C,

A srectal busimesec meeting was called by Rev, Tom
Collins on Jsnuarv 4, 1956, Plans for the new church
building were made after considersble discussion.

In February, 1956 bluenrints of a Fellowshin Hell
and four Sundav School rooms were drawn un bv Nr, Frank
Wood, and reviewed bv Mr, A1 Smith, architect of Elizabeth
Citv. This brilding would be known as the Tducational
Unit of the church.

The meetine of an snmnointed buildine comrittee met
March 13, 1956 to decide on the locestion of tie new
bulldine on the church nronertw,

Bluenrinta were let to contrectors in Februvarv with

bids from 211 contractors to be in bv March 28 1056, A
buildine contrect was awarded to Chan-ell Brothers, General

Contractors., of Elizabeth Citv.
Groundbreakine services were held June 23, 1956,

Buildine FPund monevy was denosited 1n the First &
Citizens National Bank.
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As an act of the North Carolina Conference in Juns,
1956, Grace and Trinitv Churches would no longcer form a
two-point circuit. Trinitv, later amended to Brite Meadows,
was designated to go station, and Grace would foin Newland
in the two-noint circuit. Newland, Sharon., NcBride and
Trinitv (South M$1ls) had heretofore comorised the South
Mi11ls Charge. Newland was designated to leave the South
Mills Charge, and the newly formed two-noint circuit was
now known as the Newland Grace Cherge.

Newland built a new parsonagse to house the nastor of
the Newland-Grece charge. After two vears at Brite Meadows,
the pastor and his wife moved into the Newland Parsonage.
For this benevalence Grace Church 1s deeplv indebted to
Newland Church.

In Julv, 1956 the Buildine Proeram was Jlsunched and
contractors began their work, The foundation was voured
and plans were underwav for the construction of the brick
exterior and cinder blocs interior buitldine. to cost an

estimated *22 010,00,

On December 17, 1956 Grsce Church annlie” to the
North Csrolina Board of Vissions for *10 nnn.,0n. 1In
Januarv, 19057, #15.000,00 was veceived f~orm the #10.00 Clubd
under avthorizstion of the Boa2rd of NMissiorns and Church
Extension. with Rev, Tor Collins as Executive Secretarvy.

In Januarv and Februarv, 1957 volunteer memhers of
the church did the sandines., -~aintine, vernishineg, scrub-
bing. waxine and nolishine In the new buitldines, One mem-
ber installed floor tile over the entire butldine. All
wasg in nrepmaration for the o~enine service in the new

bvildine.,

The altar. nulnit and comrunion table were of so0lid
mahocany and were made in Elizabheth Citv, Seating was by
Southern Desk Commanv,

Furnitvure. new Brosdman Hvmnals, Church School
literature and various items were mroved into the new
buildineg in anticipation of the orening Sundav,

The first Church Schoonl 2nd Worshin Service held In
the new buildine of Grace Vethodist Church was Februarv 24,

1957,

Judre W, I, Halste2d of South Mills. and VMr, W, C.
Morse, Jr,. attornev of Elirabeth Citv, were instrumental
in prenarine necessarv legal »~aners.



Grace VMethodist Church has been ecraciouslv blesced
with sniritual gifts as well as with material gifts.

Words cannot ex-ress our sincere and heartfelt gratitude
to each and everv individval, friend, member, church or
organization who hes mede a donation or contribution in
anv form to the church durine its existence. With vour
help our burdens were made much lighter, and it 1s at
this Dedication Service that we would like to sav to

vou a great big THANK YOQU.

"Onen House" was observed in the new butlding
March 24, 1957 from 2:00 until 5:00 -.,m, At 7:30 =~,m,
the offictal onernine of the church was conducted by Rev,
J. R, Couchman. JImrediatelv followine this PRev, Heath
called the Quarte~lv Conference to order. and businese of
the Newland-Grace Charre wae taken care of.

The church conducted its fivet Vacation Bible School
from June 10 through 16. 1057, with 54 children and
teachers enrolled.

The Methodist Youth Fellowshi~ was orgenized in
Julv, 19057,

A= an act of the VNorth Cerolina Anmnual Conference
Rev. J. R, Couchiman and farilv foined the Virginia
Conference June 22, 1958,

Rev, W, F. Medlin ‘o0ftned the North Carolina Metho-

dist Conference in June, 1958 and was sent with his
wife, Narv, and voung dauchter, Kathv, as pastor to the

Newland-Grace Charee.

Annlication was mede end a oift of M _RON.NO wasg
recelived from the Duke Endowment In December, 1°9F2_, which
was anplied on the church debt,

Semi-annual navments for the remainine *a 8500 Nno
debt on the adioinine 12nd continues to he naid to the
North Cerolina Conference Bozrd of Mis-ions, s of
October 6, 1963,

The V. Y. F, and Woman's Societyvy of Christisn Ser-
vice of the church have been instrumental in reieing funds
to purchase needed sun-lies and 2rticles that create a
more worshipful atmosrhere in e2nd around the church.
Short-1saf nines were donated and vlanted on the erounds
bv one of our faithful members,



By an act of the North Carolina Methodist Conference
in Julv, 1959, Rev. Nathan H., Bvrd, with his wife. Jacky,
Sgu voung daughter, Debbie, was sent to the Newland-Grace

arge,

The Elizabeth Citv District Pastors! and wives!
luncheon meetine was held at Grace at the beginning of
that new churech vear, in order to give the new Pestors
in the District a chance to loo¥% over one of the new
Ten-Dollar-Club churches.

In July, 1960 our church bufldine debt had been
reduced to *1,600.00.

The church hes sent a2 delereste to the Annusl Con-
ference Session of the VMethodist Youth Fellowshin at
Duke Universitv for a week each summer (1960, 1961, 1962
and 1963).

The chureh has also nresented Bibles to jts graduat-
ing Seniors in the vesars 1961, 19062 and 1963.

Final pavment on the church building debt was msde
October 1, 1962.

The first and onlv weddine held In thke church. as of
October 6, 1963, was the marriage of Shelia Temnle, Aavgh-
ter of ¥rs., Ed. Scott, to Brent Grav, on Janusrv 2, 1963,
officiated bv Rev., N, H. Bvrd.

The church has been blessed in not heving hed a
death during its eight vears of existence.

Rev. A. L. Revnolds., witr his wife end two deuchters,
Jovece and Carol, was sent to the Newlsnd-Grasce Cherge by
the North Cerelina Methodist Conference in Jure, 1963,
With Rev. Revnolds ss chairmen of a steerine committee,
plans were formrulated for the Dedicstion of CGrasce
Methodist Church, and the daste set for the service was
October 6, 1963.

On manv occesions tre mewbera of this church went
forward on faith when it was not nose=ible to determine
what the future might hold. Eaeh person who was willing
to do his or her nart, did 1t not for personal glorv, but
for the advancement of this church as a liechthouse for
God in this communitv.

The historv of this church is nresented this date,
October 6, 1963, as a part of the Service when the church
is being dediceted.
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