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The site for a ]fethodist Church to be located in
Prov1.dence Townsh1n was selected by e cOll1JTl:ttteeapno~nted
by Elizabeth Citv District Sunerlnte~dent, C. Free~an
HeAth, with Rev. Rev Tavlo~, Ppstor of the South Wills
ChaT'rre.as chair~an. This Dlot of land was selected in
the S~ring of 1~55. after a careful survey and studv of
sev8T'al alternate locations. It was nUT'chased from
Southern Loan and Insurance Comnanv of Ell?:abeth C1 tv.
North Carolina and is located on U-. S. H'l zhwav 17, a~nT'oxi-
mately four miles North of the citv. A clear d8e~ of
ap~roximatelv 1.3 acres of the land was ~jven to us bv the
Board of }fissions and Church Extension of the North Car-o lLna
Methodist Conference so that we could bOT'row monev from
the Na t Lonat B08T'd of ~fljs~;onsand Chur-ch Extension. The
actual nr Lce of the 4.6 8C1"e site V!BS #6,75o.nn. however,
when 1.0 s o+e e of this l::md WFlS oppded to the Church at a
velve of *p.onn.oo. the "'rice of the remalnln~ ~.~ eCT'BS
was 1f~4.750 .oo ,

'Ihe name fo'r the church was selecten bv the Quarterly
Conr e t-ence as Gr'ace ]\fet·hod;st Church.

Grace Methodist Chu'rch of El17abeth Cltv, NO'rth
Carolina hed its beginning from June 12 to June l~. 1955,
at which til1"lea Tent Revival was held, with Rev. Tom
ColJ ins of Ra Le Lsrh • Executive Secr-et er-v of the Nor-th
Carolina r.fethod5st Conference ChuT'ch Extension. as
EvanD'el1st.

Rev. J. R. Couchman, with his wife, Alice, CBme
he're from Asburv Se~1narv in Wilmore, Kentuckv. to assume
his duties 88 Pastor of the Grace - Trinitv CharR'e.
Trlnit\T was to be located on West ~fl~dnStreet. Ex t endert ,
Both were new chu+crie s +ust be inz estab lished , A bu tLd-
ing which once housed a da t r,r was -vur-o haaed and renovated
f or use as Trl n i tv Fethodi st Chu+ch . The 8 r ea pbove was
made into an an2rtwent. end house(i the Pastor of t~e
G'r8ce - Trinitv ChoY>ge. S1nce Trinitv fU'rnished the
n ou s f nc , GT'8Ce b ouch.t "!het f'u-n i +u r e four-teen meYl'hoY9
could affoT'o at the t1me. The Pf-lstorand h1 ~ wif'e Jived
theT'e fo'r two veers.

Grace Tv'TethodistChurch of E1l'"'8beth Cit~T. No+t.n
Ca r-c ILna was constituted bv Pev , Tom Collins on ,Tune 19,
1955, with seventeen member'S tr-enaf er-rinc +he i r Tl"embeT'-
shin to the new church. Rev. J. R. Couchman held hls
f~rst worshin serv1ce in the Tent on Sunday morning.
June 26, 1~55.
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E~ection of the Vetal Bulldln~. soon to be ou~
te~norarv church bulldin~, was be~'n the week after'the
Tent Revival. The buildin~ was rented from the North
Carolina Wethodist Conference for ~25 .00 ce r month. The
fIrst se~vice held in the ~etal Building was July 3,1955, with the o~ganization of the church bv Rev. C.
Freeman Heath, District Suucrintendent, and the first
election of church officers.

Charte~ Sundav Night Service WBS conducted October 30,
1955 bv Rev. Heath. This mect tnc se rved as the fir-st
Quarterly Confe~ence. An~ member who hed loinen G~ece
Church between the dates of Julv 16. 1955 and October 30,
1955 was considered an official charter member.

The chs.r-t.e r rrembe r-s of Grace ~!ethod.1at Chur-ch are as
follows:

Mrs. J. E. Green,
Laure and GUY Green
Mr. & Nrs. C. S. Saunders
Mr'.& Mrs. Fred Brothers, Jr.
Aaron, Joel & Carl Brothers
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Turner
Nr. C. J. Cuthrell, Jr.
Nr. & Mrs. Frank Wood
Mrs. Carroll Snencer
Sandra S...encer
Mr~. Raleigh Griffin
Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Helmkamn
Dick Helmkamp
John. Douglas & Jennifer Jo Helmkamp
Mr. & 1"rs. Sam NcPherson, Jr.
S8m, "J"11 & John Allan McPher'son
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Charter ~embers (cont'd):
Mrs. J. R. Couchrra n
~,ITrsWae Saunders
NTr.& Mrs C. J. Cuthrell, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. William Godfrey
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Grant
Yrs. Lee Brothers
Fay Brother's
Mr. Lee Brothers (aff1.l1ate)
Mr. & M't's.W. O. Winslow. Jr.

and
Patsy Winslow

The INoman's Soc Le rv of Christia.n Service was or-
ganized November 14, 1~55 bv NTrs. J. H. Brown, District
Secretary of Promotion, and Nrs~ W. E. Brown, District
Secretary of ~isslonarv Education and Service, both from
Hobb svi lle, N. C.

A sneclal busi~es~ meetin~ was called bv Bev. Tom
Collins on JRnuarv 4. 1956. Plans for the new church
buildin~ were made afte~ considerable d1scus850n.

In February. 1956 bluenrlnts of a Fe]10wsh1.n Hell
and four Sunday School rooms were drawn un bv Nr. Frank
Wood, and rev5ewed bv N't'. Al S~ith. architect of Elizabeth
City. This bu.lLdl nz would be known as the Educational
Unjt of the church.

ThewsetinP.' of an annointp<1 bu i Jd Lnz com+t t+e e l'l'Iet
March 13, 1~56 to nec,de on the locption of tte new
bulldln~ on thB church nronertv.

Bluenrint8 were let to contractors in Februarv with
bids from ell contractors to be 1n bv NBrch 28 ]956. A
bulldin~ contract was awarded to Cha~-ell Brothers, General
Contractors. of Elizabeth C1tv.

Groundbreakinp' s8rvlcAs were held June 23, 1956.
Bui1dinp' Fund :money was de~oslted in the First &

Clt~zens NatlonaJ Bank.
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As an act of the North Carolina Conference in Jun~,
1956, Grace and Trinitv Churches would no longer form a
two-point cIr-cu It. Trinihr. later ame nded to Brl te Meadows,
was designated to gO station, and Grace would ioin Newland
in the two-noint circuit. Newland, Sharon. NcBride and
Trlnitv (South :fv1111s)had heretofore comor-t sed the South
Mills Charge. Newland was designated to leave the South
Mills Charge, and the newly formed two-point circuit was
now known as the Newland G,...aceCharge.

Newla.nd built a new oar-s onac e to house the nastor of
the Newland-Grace charge. After two years at BT'ite Meadows,
the pastor and his wife IT"ovedinto the Newland Parsonage"
For this benevalence Grace Church 1s deeply indebted to
Newland Church.

In Julv, 1956 the Bu t Jd inc "PrOl!.raIT"was Launched and
contractors be can the 1r wO'l"k. The founds tion wa s nour-ed
and plans were underway fo"" the const,...uct!onof the b,...lck
exterior and cinder bloc~ 1nte,...torbuildinv. to cost an
estiwated ~?R.O~0.00.

On Decetrb er 17, 1956 (trace Church a.n'011er"lto the
North Cerol'na Board of ~is~;ons for ~10 nnn.on. In
Januar~T. 10f)7. ~15 .000.00 was +ece f ved f'YOw the ~10.()0 Club
under authorization of the Board of :W:ls~lo!'1sand Church
Extension. with Rev. To"" ColILns as Execut t ve ~ecT·etary.

In LTanuarv and Feb+uar-v , 1957 volunteer membe rs of
the church d1d the sand i nc . <aLnt t nz , vs r-nfah t ne . sc r-ub-
bing. wax1ng and 'Ooljshing in the new bu11d!nrr. One ~eIT"-
ber lnstalle~ fJoo'l"tile ove"" the entire bui]dinv. All
was 1n nrena,...ationfor the o~enln~ se""vlce in the new
bu:l1dtnl!.

The altar. nu]nit and oom-unf on table we r-e of solid
IT"ahOQ'anvand were J1"adein EJJzabeth City. Seating was by
Southern De sk Comna nv ,

Furniture. new Br08ClrranHVIT"nals,Church Schoo]
1iteratuT'e and various iterrs were rroved into the new
building in antjc1pat~on of the o""eninfJSundav.

The .first Church Sohool and Worsh~ n Sprvi ce held in
the new bu11d~np' of (J.rSC8Wethod1st Church was Feb,...uary24.
1P57.

Jud!"e W. I. HaLs t ead of South W111s. and Yr. W. C.
blQ'T'se.Jr •. at t or-nev of E117abeth Cltv. were instrumental
in pl'ensl"'ingnecessar-v legal '""aners.
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Grace Uethod1st Chu~ch has been ~~aciouslv bles~edwith sn1rltual gifts as well as with material ~1fts.
Words cannot ex-vr-e ss our sincere and heartfelt zr-at.dt.ude
to each and eve r-v Indtvldual, friend, 7T'1e7T'1ber,church or
organization who has rrade a donatlon or contribution in
any form to the church during its existence. With your
help ou~ burdens were made much lighter. and it 1s at
this Dedication Service that we would lIke to say to
you a great big THANK YOU.

"One n House" was observed in the new bu t Ld t ne
Yarch 24. 1957 f-roll"?:OO untn B:O() '.rr, At 7:~O ~.rn,
the official o~enln~ of the church was con~ucte~ bv Rev.
J. R. Couch7T'1an.Immediatelv foll0w1np th~s Bev. Heath
called the QuarteTlv Conference to oTde~" and bvslnes~ of
the Newland-n~pce Char~e we~ taken ca-re of.

The churCh conoucte0. its fi""st Vacation Bible School
frol'r'June 10 thr-ouzh 16. ]957. w1 th 54 chi 1d.r-eriana
teachers enrolled.

The ~fethodist Youtl'"lFel]owshj"" was oTgan17ed in
Julv. 1~57,

As ~n act of the North C8rol1na Annual Conference
'Rev. J. R. Couchman and fa"-51'\T ~ 01ned the V~ rgl nLa
Conference -Iune 2?, 1058.

Rev. W. F. ~'edl:tn~o-tned the North Car-oLt na Metho-
dist Conference in June. 19RR and was sent wi th hi swife, Nar'\T,and vouric dau cht.er , Kat.hv, as pastor to the
Newland-Grace Cha-r~e.

An~)1cat1on was m8~e Ano a g~ft of ~4.fon.nn wes
received fro7T'1the Duke Endowment, 5n De cerebe r-,lofR. wh f cr;
was anplied on the church debt,

Semi-annual navments fOT the ~ema1n{n~ *4.fn~.no
debt on the ad{05n1n~ lpnd cont1nues to ~e usio to the
North Cprolina Conference B08~d of Pis~ions, as of
October 6. IP6~.

The N. Y. F. and Woman's Society of Chr t st t en Ser-
vice of the church have been instrul'r'entaljn rai~in~ funds
to purchase needed sU~'lies and a~tjcles that create a
mo~e wo~shtpful atrrosnhe~e tn end ar'ound the church.
Short-leaf ""jnes we re donated and nLant ed on the zr-ounde
by one of our f'at thf'uI merrber-s,

5



By an aot of the North Carol! ns. Nethodl st Conferenc e
in Jub!, 1959, Rev. Nathan H. B"ITrd,with his w5fe. Jacky,
ant...voun!" dauahter, Debbie. was sent to the Newland-Grace
Charae.

The Elizabeth City D1st.r1ct 'Pastors' and w5vesf

luncheon ~eetina was held at Grace at the beatnnina of
that new church year, 5n order to give the new Pastors
in the District a chance to 100~ over one of the new
Ten-Do11ar-C1ub churches.

In July. 1960 our church bu t Ld t nc deb+ had been
reduced to tl,600.00.

The church hes sent a dele[1'ateto the Annual Can.
ference Session of the Vethodist Youth FelJowshin at
Duke Un t verst tv for a week" each SUWJ11er(1960. 1961. 1962
and 1963). .

The chureh has also nresented Bibles to i.ts graduat-
ing Seniors in the veers 1961, 1962 and 1963.

Final navme n+ on the church building debt was made
October 1, 1962.

The flrst and only wedding- helel :Inthe church. as of
Octobe I' 6, 1963, was the I!18 rrlaae of Shelia Tew'"Ile.ca\;~h-
ter of ~frs. Ed. Scott. to Brent Gra,!, on J'anue r-v2,1963,
officiated by Rev. N. H. Byrd.

The church has been blessed in not hAving- had a
death during its e'aht vears of ex1stence.

Rev. A. L. Reynolds. witt his w1fe and two d8uQ'hters,
Joyce Bnd Carol. was sent to the Newland-Grace Cherae bv
the North Careltna ~fethod:istConference in .Tune, Hl63.
With Rev. Reynolds 8S cha1r~Bn of a steering- co~~jttee,
plans were for~ulated for the DedIcation of nrace
Nethodlst Church, and the date set for the service was
October 6, 1963.

On many occasions t r.e membe r-eof this church went
forward on faith when it was not >"los"'ibleto de terrnine
what the future T"'iahthold. Eaen person wn o was wil11ng
to do hls or her nart, did it not for personal alary, but
for the advancement of this church as a lighthouse for
God in this community.

The histo:rv of this church is nresented this date,
October 6, 1963, as a Dart of the Service when the church
is being dedicated.
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