
SOME INTERESTING FACTS OF FL."l·~ AYEhUE ME'-'HODIS~l\ CIl1JRCH; TOGETHER WITH A COMPLETE
HOS'.l11tl OF ITS PASTORS_._,_ .•._-- -----,~

Fifth Avenue Me-bhodist Ohurch W2~sorganized in 1847 by Abel M. Chreitz-
berg who was then pastor of Front Street (now Grace) Methodist Church. From 1847
to November 1853, the congregation was served by pastors from Front street Church.
The appointment "Fifth Street" first appeared in the conference minutes for the
conference held in November-1853. Wilmington was in the South Carolina Conference
until November 1850; hence the appointments listed prior to that time are South
Carolina Conference appointments. The Reverend L. S. Burkhead, D. D., 1~S the
first pas+or who served this church from the North Carolina Conference. The
Reverend AbramWeaver was the first pastor of this church after it was made an
individual appointment separate from Front Street. For the firnt tvfO years of its
organization its meetings wer-e held as a prn.;yer grrmp in private homes in the
Castle and Church Streets vicinities. It is quite probable that even during this
perif')o. the society worshiped regularly in some designated room improvised for a
religious service.

In 1849, 011 a site of land on Fifth street between ~n t'~1(1Church
streets I donated by ~·lr.Miles Costen, the first permanent structure wns erocted
as a house of worship for this congr-egc+Lon , This was a simple one room frame
building, havfng a bc.Lc ony at the back and on either side running the full length
of the church. This building W:lS r cpcd.r-cd during tho pastorate of the Reverend
J. M. Rhodes, December 6, 1875-Dccemher 5, 1877; and during the pastorate of the
Reverend D. H. Tuttle, Docember 2, 1884 to Docember 4, 1888, it Was remodeled and
enlarged. The present brick structure was started in June 1889 and was under
construction for about one year. Thus the original building, with its enlarge-
ment, served a period of' forty years and the pres~nt building has served for
fifty years. After many financial dl f'f'Lcu.l.bd es , the church was paid for and was
dedicated during the pastorate of the Reverend J. E. Hall who served from
Deceml)er 6, 1898 to December 8, 1902. Our splendid educational building was
begun in 1921 and I'JUS completed threo or four years later.

During the history of this church its influence has not only meas-
ur-abLy corrbrLbu'bed to the moral and spiritual welfare of this city but it has
reached to tho ends of the earth. For it wns in thi s church in 1881, under the
preaching of the venerable and beloved Reverend T. Page Ricaud (fD.l1liliar1y and
affectionately known as "UncLe Ricaudll), that Char-Lf,cSoong was converted.
Soong had come to tho por-t of Wilmington as a member of tho crew' of the U. S.
Revenue cutter Colfax. After tho conversion of young Soong to tho christian
faith, 1VJr. Ri.caud became interested in helping him to get an oduout.Lon. By the
help of Col. Julian S. Carr of Dur-ham,N. C., and othors, he ontered Trinity
College. In addition to his tro.:i.:ail1C;there ho also attended Vn...'YlderbiltUniver-
sity, Nashville, Tenn. AfJGerleD:vi:,lgVanderbilt, Mr. Soong returned to his
nrrbi,ve China whor-e he married a christin.n wifo and -chcy established 0.. christian
home. The children born to their uni.on havo dis'binguished thomselves as servants
of modern China and of the Christ who kriovrs 110 color line. One of the children
of this illustrious f'arrri Ly of noble SOllS and daughters is MadameChiang Kai Shck,
wife of the presont president of China. 'I'hor-of'or-o, the 'ibute that has often
boon paid to this church, that it hC\.13mado tho most unique and distinctive con-
tribution to wor-Ldchristian missions, ho.s much justification.

During the ninety-tvlO years of its existence this church has had
fifty pastors, fOurtoen of whomare still living; of thoso fourteen eight are
in the ac-tive pastorate and six hold the superannuate relation. 'I'he superannuates
are: Reverend J. 1\. Gibbs, who carne to this church sixt:>,-five years ago this
coming December and who now lives at Yfarrenton, N. C.; Reverend J. M. Rhodes..•who
came to this church sixty-four years ago this coming December and who now lives
in Bartow, Fla.; Reverend F. 11. Shamburger , who came here thirty-seven years (lgo
this December and who lives in Oxford, N. C.; Reverend G. T. Adams, who became
pastor here twenty-nine years ago in December and who lives in Sanford, N. C.;
Reverend J. fh; Shore, vrhowas assigned here tvrenty-fours ago in December and now
lives at Roxboro, N. C•.• and Rever-end J. H•. McCro..cken,vrhobegan his pastorate
hero tvrenty--I:;hreo yoar-s 9-go in December-and .now lives in Dur-ham.• N:. C.



The follo'l'firo.gin t..•.s compl.e'boand uccurrrco roster of pastors of this
church as is ob'ba.LnabLo f'rOlOldu..tt.,nvad LabLe in conf'erenoe journals, church and
qunrterly conference r-ecor-dbooks, ledgers of church menber-ahi.p, copies of The
Atlantic Methodist for July 6,13,20,27,1892., Hist0rical Papers of the North
Carolina Conference Hie·boric::..l Society and the Y~estel'nnorth Carolina Conference
Historical Society published in 1925, and from menbers of this church whose mem-
ory goes back f'or seventy-five years or mor e , That thero are some Lnaccur-acLce
reIa'bi.veto datie s and names is vrithin the realm of possibility. However, it is
believed that this list is the most complete QJldi'..ccurateof QJlyyot published.

:.; •••• -oJ 0.' ~ ..•.. J__ ..• J
P.'\.STOR PRESIDIHG ELDER- ---

1847 Abel M. Chreitzberg Charles Betts
1848 Abel M. Chreitzberg Chn.rles Betts

W. C. Po.rsons
1849 ~.·tillio.mCrook Charles Betts

S. H. Br-own
1850 H. A. C. Walker N. Talley

J. T. Munds
Nov. 13, 1850 to Nov. 25, 1851 L. S. Burkhead Yf. Barringer
Nov. 25, 1851 to Nov. 10, 1852 W. H. Bobbitt Jo.mesRead
Nov. 10, 1852 to Nov. 9, 1853 "~'!l• H. Bobbitt Robert I. Carson
Nov. 9, 1853 to Nov. 14, 1854 Abr-cmWeaver Robert I. Carson
Nov. 14. 1854 to Nov. ~2, 1855 T. pc.ge Ricaud D. B. Nicholson
Nov. 22, 1855 to N0v. 20, 1856 T. Page Ricaud D. B. Nicholson
Nov. 20, 1856 to Dec. 2, 1857 Joel W. Tucker D. B. Nicholson
Dec. 2, 1857 to Dec. lR, 1858 J. E. Mann D. B. Nicholson
Dec. 18, 1858 to Dec. 21. 1859 'I'homas W.· Guthrio C. F. Deens
Doc. 21, 1859 to Dec. 11, 1860 Joseph Y'lheelor C. F. Deems
Dec. 11, 1860 to Dec. 9, 1861 Joseph 1[ilioeler C. F. Deems
Dec. 9, 1861 to Dec. 3, 1862 Joseph ':.Theeler C. F. Deems
Dcc. 3, 1862 to Dec. 7, 1863 R. S. Moran D. B. Nicholson
Dec. 7, 1863 to Doc. 1864 Sir.leonD. Peeler D. B. Nicholson
Dec. 1864 to Dec. 1865 811:10')11 D. Peeler D. B. Nicholson
Doc. 1865 to Nov. 12, 1866 So.muol Pear-co L. S. Burkhead

J. W. ':vnoeler
Nov. 12. 1866 to Dec. 3, 1867 J. C. Thona.s L. S. Bur-khead
Doc. 3, 1867 to Dec. 7, 1868 SIrnoonD. Poeler L. S. Burkhco.d
Dec. 7, 1868 to Nov •. 30, 1869 J. Y!. Robo+hari L. S. Burkheo.d
Nov. 30, 1869 to Nov. 29, 1870 Fr-ankli,n H. 'Wood Wi 11i:Ur,Closs
Nov. 29, 1870 to Doc. 1871 A. }\.. Boshcrnor- 'Nillbn Closs
Doc. 1871 to Doc. 9, 1872 C. 1:7. "'f[ctrron Willi::u::tCloss

James ~.:rillson
Dec. 9, 1872 to Dec. 16, 1873 'YT. N. Conoley 17[i11ianClos 13

Dec. 16, 1873 to Doc. 7, 1874 v;r n. Conoley 1['[ • S. Black..
Fro.nlclinII. Wood

Dec. 7, 1874 to Dec. 6, 1875 J. T. Gibbs Y·T S. Black..
Dec. 6, 1875 to Dec. 5, 1876 J. M. Rhodes ~1.S. Black
Dec. 5, 1876 to Dec. 5, 1877 J. 11. Rhodes W.· S. Blc..ck
Dec. 5, 1877 to Dec. 2,'1878 B. R. full L. S. Burkhead
Dec. 2, 1878 to Doc. 8, 1879 B. R. Hall L. S. Bur-khead
Dec. R, 1879 to Dec. 6, 1880 T. Pago Rico.ud L. S. Bur-khead
Dec. 6, 1880 to Nov. 28, 1881 T. Page Rico.ud L. S. Burkhoc.d
Nov. 28, 1881 to Dec. 12, 1882 T. Po.gc Rico.ud R. O. Burton
Dec. 12, 1882 to Dec. 4, 1883 T. Page Ricaud R. O. Burton
Dec. 4, 1883 to Dec. 2, 1884 w I. Hull V{ • H. B'Jbbitt., .
Dec. 2, 1884 to Dec. 2, 18115 D. ,H. Tuttle P. J. Carrawo.y
Dec. 2, 1885 to Doc. 7, 1886 D. H. Tuttle P. ,J. Co.rro.wn.y
Doc. 7, 1886 to Dec. 6, 1887 D. H. Tuttle T. Yi. Guthrie
Dec. 6, 18R7 to Dec. 4, lee·S D. F Tuttle T. ':[.Guthriel.



DATEOF PASTOPJifE PRESIDING ELDER

Dec. 4, 18813 to Dec. 4, 11389 }~. C. Beanr,n F. D. Swindell
Dec. 4, 1889 to Dec. 15" 1090 I(. C. BeG.l;J.CUl F. D. &rdndell
Dec. 15" 1890 to Nov. 30, In91 IL C. Boamr.n F. D. Swindell
Nov. 30, 1891 to Dec. 19, 1892 L. L. Hash F. D. Swindell
Dec. 19.• 1892 to Dec. 11, 1893 L. L. H[~sh Vf. S. Rone
Dec. 11, 1893 to Dec. 10.• 1094 L. L. Nash ff. S. Rone
Dec. 10.• 1894 to Dec. 16, 1895 W. L. CunninggiJ:l. W. S. Rene
Dec. 16.• 1895 to Dele. 14, 1896 iT'{. 1. CUl'21inggim Vi. S. Rone
Dec. 14, 1896 to Dec. 6, 1897 'if. L. Ctmn:i_ngsir:l. R. C. BOQ.Lk'Ul

Dec. 6, 1897 to Doc. 6, 1898 W. L. Cunnf.nggdra R. C. BCCL..':1::.m
Dec. 6, 1D98to Doc. ll .• 1899 J. H. Hall R. F. Burapns
Dec. 11, 1899 to Dec. 10, 1900 J. H. Hall 1L F. Burapo.s
Doc. 10, 1900 to Doc. 9, 1901 J. E. Hall R. B. John
Doc. 9.• 1901 to Doc. 8, 1902 J. E. Hall R. B. John
Dec. 8, 1902 to Nov. 30, 1903 F. M. SlKl.nburger R. B. John
Nov. 30, 1903 to Dec. 5, 1904 Alphcus McCullon R. B. John
Dec. 5, 1904 to Doc. 4.. 190.5 Alphous HcCullon M. Bradshaw
Doc. 4, 1905 to Doc. 10, 1906 Alphuus HcCullen M. Bro.dshmv
Dec. 10, 1906 to Doc. 8, 1907 K. D. Eol:::.cs ·;Y. L. Cunninggir.l
Dec. 8, 1907 to Delc. 14, 1908 K. D. Holnos W. L. Cunninggim
Dec. 14, 1908 to Nov. 29.• 1909 K. D. IIolnos W. L. Cunninggir.l.
Nov. 29, 1909 to Doc. 5, 1910 K. D. FoLies '.i'T. L. Cunninggir.l
Doc. 5, 1910 to Nov. 27, 1911 G. T. Adams N. H. D. Wilson
Nov. 27, 1911 to Delc. 2, 1912 G. T. Ad2.L1S N. H. D. "!Nilson
Dec. 2, 1912 to Doc. r .• 1913 G. T. Aduns L. E. Thonpson
Doc. Gj 1913 to Nov. 23, 1914 G. T. Ado.ns L. E. Thor.l.pson
Nov. 23, 1914 to Dec. 6, 1915 A. J. Par kor- L. E. Thonpson
Dec. 6, 1915 to Dec. 11, 1916 J. H. Shore ~. E. Thonpson
Dec. II, 1916 to Dec. 10, 1917 J. H. McCrackon J. H. Shore
Dec. 10, 1917 to Dec. 16, 1918 J. H. lIIeCrackon J. H. Shore
Doc. 16, 1918 to Nov. 24, 1919 J. H. McCracken J. H. Shore
Nov. 24, 1919 to Nov. 22, 1920 J. H. McCracken J. lI. Shoro
Nov. 22, 1920 to Nov , 20, 1921 G. Stanley Frazor J. M. Darri oI
Nov. 20, 1921 to Nov. 20, 1922 O. w, Dowd J. lVI. Darri oL
Nov. 20, 1922 to l'Iov~ 19, 1923 A. L. Ornond J. M. Darri e I
Nov. 19, 1923 to Nov. 16, 1924 A. L. Ornol1d J. M. Daniel
Nov. 16, 1924 to Nov. 16, 1925 \!" C. Llartin H. A. HumbLo
Nov. 16" 1925 to 1Tov. 15, 1926 w. C. Mccrtin H. A. HumbLo
Nov. 15, 1926 to Hov. 13, 1927 'Vi. C. No..rtin E. M. North
Nov. 13, 1927 to Nov. 4, 1928 '17. C. l':ctrtin H. If. North
Nov. 4, 1921\to Nrw. 11, 1929 D. E. E::l.rnhardt H. M. North
Nov. II, 1929 to Nov. 24, 1930 D. IS. EU.l'nhard·t; n, M. Nor'bh
Nov. 24, 1930 to Nov. 22, 1931 L. J':I. Hnll Yf. C. I.'io.rtin
Nov. 22, 1931 to Nov. 20, 1932 L. ~I. a.n W. C. Martin
Nov. 28, 1932 to Nov. 27, 1933 L. II. Hall W. C. Martin
Nov. 27, 1933 to Nov. 25,1934 L. I-I. HQll L. B. Jones
Nov. 25, 1934 to Nov. 25, 1935 H. L. Ilondr i.cks L. B. Jonos
Nov. 25, 1935 to Nov. 23, 1936 lie L. Hendricks 'if. A. Cado
Nov. 23, 1936 to Nov. 21, 1937 J01m Cline W. A. Cade
Nov. 21, 1937 to lJov. 21, 1938 .Iohn Cline VT. A. Cado
Nov. 21 1938 to Nov. 13, 1939 C. D. Ba.rclift W. A. Cado.__L__. •._ ._..•. .__._ _ _ " _.. __ __ _. - - --_. ..- ----. -- ..- . -.-.----

Nino of these pastors sbayed four years. Fully 25~~of the fifty pastors
served as presiding elders of some district in the conference. ~~. Ricaud and
Mr. Moran are buried in Yiilrnington. A felll of the first pastors went to the
South Carolina Conference when the terr;i. tory was divided; and several others
went to the vYestern North Carolina Conference 'when that section of the state
was set off from this conference in 1889.



The seven former pastors who are still ill active servioe are serving charges
as f'ollO'ml: Reverend G. Stanley Fra.~er. st. Franei 13 street Uethodi st Churoh,
Mobile, Ala., and lives at El o Claire, Mobile.; Ala.; Reverend O. yr. Dowd , Oxford.
Methodist Church, Oxford, N. Cel Reverend W. C. Martin_ Hay Street Methodist
Church, Fayetteville, N. C.; Reverend D. E. Earnhardt, Carthage Methodist Church,
Carthage, N. C.; Reverend L. M_ Hall, Divine Street Methodist Church" Dunn, N.C.;
Reverend H. L. Hendricks, First Methodist Church, Laurinburg, N. C.:'and Reverend
John Cline, Branson Memorial Methodist Church, Durham, N. C.

Of the thirteen former pastors still living, four" the Reverends J. H.
McCracken, F. M. Shamburger, O. W. Dowd, and J. H. Shore, attended some service
during the we ek of our celebration and preached for us. Of the other nine, a
communication was received from eight of them in which they expressed their
regret at being unable to attend and sent their love and best wishes to the
church. Tho following excer-pbs arc brief quotations from their several letters:

flI gratefully appreciate being so pleasantly r omembered after a pastorate
of sixty-five yoars o.go, I am now in my 92nd year and cannot undertako
to render public service. I still greatly love Fifth Street Church and
pray that the divine blessing may be upon you all."

J. T. Gibbs

!II shall not be able to be with you on the occasion of your eclebration -
this I regret more than I can toll you. I shaLl be with you in spirit,
praying till t the occasion mo.yprove 0. greo.t spiritual blessing to all.
Blessings on n.11 the good people of den.r old Firth Avenue."

G. T. Adams

!II am deeply gro.teful to you for your invito.tion to be wtbh you on your
anniversary occanion, I only vnsh it were possible for me to accept -.--
I recall with the gren.test pleasure my residence in lNi1mington~and asso-
ciation vnth the splendid people of Fifth Avenue Church. It was indeed a
very ho.ppy year. I huve often felt that that congregation gave about as
much evidence of faith and co~rage and plo.nning for the future n.s any
group I have ever served. I send sincere regards to the members and any
who may remember me. 11

G. Stanley Frazer

"You have no idoa how happy! would be to go buck to dear- old Fifth Avenue
Chur-ch and pr-en ch , but; I find it Lmpos sLb.Ie ; I amworkfng day and night
trying to prepar-e for the enterto.irunent; of the AnnuaI Conference with a 40%
increase ovor lo.st year, and I carmob bo o.vro.yfrom hero until this job is
completed. I hope you will have a gron.t celebro.tion. A more loyal congr e-
gution cannot be f'ound in Methodism."

w, C. Mn.rtin

"I am very sorry that I co.nnot be ,vith you on October 26. On that date I
em pren.ching in Henderson in 0. r ovi. vn L, Pleo.se accept my thanks. 11

D. E. Ear-nhar-df

III thank you for your invitb.tim. I would like to have a part on the progrnm
you mention, but I suspect th::1.t I ho.d better decline, since I wo.s n.vmyfrom my
work this summor'for almost five wo cks , I send my heo.rtiest good wi shos to 0.11.

L.M. Hall
'tvvish I could be with you and tho good people of Fifth Ave. for the ceLobr-at i on,
but owing to previous ongagcmcrrbs, it will be impossible." H.L. Hendricks

H. L. Hendricks
"I thank you for your invitation to po.rticip::1.tc in the services~ I hope to
visit Fifth Ave. some day again --- I should appreciate it if you would give
my expressed love and appreciation to my friends there,"

John Cline
Ovringto infirmity the Reverend J. M. Rhodes was not o.b1e to send greetings.
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