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The first wooden building of Methoaist Episcopal Church in

~elm.a wa.s started in jeptember~ lS78" The lot was given by John Ao

ir:'adde11 and ~vj_lson Lumber Company of' ~'vilsonf s lv1ills 0 T~i8 lot was

on the corner of Sumner and Anderson 3treets •• ':.embers of the but Id-.

i.ng committee were ur-, Jo vIa Vicks chairman» John Ao ;':itchener$>

t.r easur-er- s and V/o 1,0 Graves 9 secretary 0

This first building WQ$ located about between the two big oak:
trees now standing on the lot, and it faced rtnderson Streeto In 1909.

this building was moved to face ro•.nder son Jtreet where it served as

an educational ana dunaay School buildingo In that same yea1"'2 a drive
was put on to raise money for a new br-Lck building. ~'ir. 1\G l~?

Edgerton was on the committee to secr.re a new pipe organ o This Lnat ru-

ment~ still in use, was secured by the committee which was able to

get a large sum from the Ancirew Carnegie Foundation to help wi th the

purchase"

The new brick building was completed in 1910 ana dedicated in

July of that yeara A copy of the opening and dedication program of

Selma. r"'LEo Church 9 South ~ is framed and now hangs in the vestibule of

the church ~ a gift from I~ii.ss Blanche id t.chaner- i who had preserved it

through the year-a, This program shows that Bishop John rdlgo preached

both the morning and evening services" Among those singing "Jere Mrs 0

Edgerton, i'irs. We H. Call, 1-:is3 Anne Nobf.e , and Miss Naggie

'vJhitLey 0 ~r. ;·1att Wall was an usher that day" J e .M..uam.e l s was pastor

of the church in 1910, The church was g.iven the official narr.s of

Edgerton Memorial tJIethodist Chur-ch , about tLis t ime,
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v'lhen the church members decided to building 0. flew educat.t one I

but.Ld'i ng it: 1928 ~ the old wooden ori gi na I church was moved to the

place where Brietz lJ;emorial j\:et,rlo<.i:!.st Chur-ch now stands, 'i'h I s st ruct.ur e

later burnedG The new educational building was planned by the

Chur-ch Planning Commiss i or; of t r.e Nor-t.h G·iY."'olina Con.fer~r:c;e ar.d 'fJe.s

cons i.der-ed a model ounday dchool building at that tirrle"

The explosion of a munitions truck at Catch~He=Eye in 19422 at
the intersection of US )01 and what was then US 70, broke out all
the windm'fs of the church and did considerable damage to the brick
front of the buildingo Funds were later appropriated by the federal

government ~ after long litigation. to help pay for r-apa tr-s ,

In 1951t a modern brick parsor:age was co!:structed on a let just

south of the church" rrhts was completed in rl~arch of that year ar.d

dedi.cated in A'l.Bust ~ with the fiev v l'l:r. Fisher 2 di s trict super-Int.enderrt ,

as the :;uest speaker- a The Rev¢ ti 0 E, Baumwas pastor and first

occupant of the ;'€lW home> The 010. parsonage? located on jouth Railroetd

Street be tween Green and oumner' .jt:r€·ets~ was sold to l·irc li. P, Oliver,

father of iVlr" James Ao Olivar, It partially burned several ye ar s

ago and was reconstructed as a one,~.story dwelling"

Again in 1954~the church suffered severe damage when hurricane
Hazel struck the areac The partial vacuum created by the storm and
th8 fact. that the sanctuary was tightly closed caused a large section
of the upper part facing Sumner Jtreet to be sucked cue 0 .some of the

brick ard mortar fell into the sanctuary uamaging pews on the 10ft

si de , Tbe scar's from this ot east.e r still show today on the pews"

Other pieces of debris broke portions of the stained glass window at

the f'r-ont., Insurance funds were used to repair this damage qui ck.Ly ,

includi ng the st.a Ined glass" L, :L v'latts was pastor at that tLme.
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By 1959, the sanctuary was in need of a com~lete overhsuln
In ~Luded Ln the work was wat.ez-pr-oofLng of the roof ar-eas , new ceiling

tiles. er.Lar-gement, of the choir loft ~ cutting of a ooubLe door-

be twe en the sanctuary ar.d the educational bua LdLng , Lnat.a Ll a tLon of

a. divided chancel with new lectern and pulpit 0 The or-gar; vias

completely electrified and a new console Lnet.a Ll.ed , The cost of

construction was about $7i500; the organ work, about ~31000o

of that same year 9 2<. day'

set aside as the third a~nual homecoming of the churchs fire broke
out in the educational builditg. ~irerrBn were able to confine the
blaze to the upper floor of the structure; however, smoke ann wat?'1I'

damage made the lower floor unusable. 1evertheless~ the homecoming
was held &8 scheduled~ ana SBI head ~alter Anuerson spoke to an
overflow crowd in the newly redone sar.ctuar-y which was ur.camaged by

the fire" Matt H. Gardner \;,8.S pas t or- at that time 0

Du:(':ing 1961~ a. bu i.Ld Lng conmft tee \--yasestablished to pLar: an

er.La r'gemerrt of the educat.t ona 1 buf Ldtng, Groundb:cealdr,g ceremonies ~>,lere

he Ld on Ma' r-ch 2t: 1-:"62 ,.,•.'(1·....; R·',.,H.Lnnant ;;;'D.(-t';on~ y.·~('p~!..·'r!'~o.· t.he' v, • < x ..,.1 .';1 "a... v ~ , , _ ~,,~ •••. .1.... _, _ <;:; ~ _ _

contract for COllstruction. On October 14, Governor Terry ~anford was

the gtH~3t speaker for homecoming t and the new builo.:i.r!g was put i.nt..,

use , This Lnel ude s a modern ki tchen on t.ne fi.rst floor' ~ a. fellowship

hall" a pascor r S study, three classrooms s nur-s er-y , heating and ai:r'-,

cond it Lon Lng plant=~Jthe e s t imatad cost r ;fr52 "000. II.. ...1,~, Cr'owde.r wa~j

paetoJ:>o
According to Miss ~itchenerj the big wooden pulpit now used by the

fJIYF upstairs ~ was given by ur, Richard. l\obl~ in memory of his son
Richard" '1'h9 al t.ar f cross ~ candLe at Lcks and plates now used in the

sanctuary ~Jere gi ,rEW by Mrs. Grace Johnson and i'ir ~ and .•'.1'8, .v'.' E..

-Johriaon , dr., ~ ir! memory of .Jr. ifi c Bo Johnson, This i'illS done tl{hen t:.l·~



sa'-' c t.ua: ....'f was ',"p"".:. n "- er..! .; n 19&;.(\ 'l'h e•. 4.~ .t. J # •••• ~.~ •••• :-.;z;. V I.A. ..,l.,. /7 c ~;- •••• ~hapel .B a memorial to ~rs.
Alrr.a Edge r-t.on , moth",· of ~~r. I':" E, f..d.gert .I1 of H.aleLgh ; the car.o Le-

sticks in the chapel i:'.i.·1 the pulpit l.ij ',,.!,,eifl the ssnc tuar-y were gJ.'fiH""

Hi 1964, in memory of r.~rs. i'laude Ea.)'".-l, ,)y friends and f'amt Ly- Also

the stained glass window ax 'h ever the double doors in the sanctuary

Earpo The piano in the sanctuary is a ~9morial gift in memory of ~r?
and r'~rs< ~'LH~ Call; she served. a churn organist for many years<

has served as pastor of the chur-ih ,

.\'ln~ISTEliS diO HAVl, )LhVL, THE CHU!tCH
(according to reelccts (f church)

~$78;.-;,; ~.92) =~1923c:.. Go We Pe:r-:ry

i891~1894·'~~" H. Puckett 192. <,1926-~ CL Po Fitzgerald
-_900·~190.2~, K, 0~ Ho Lme s 1.92'- ~JIY30= JJo l\'i c ::Sharpe

190) ··1904·= K ..L, Co.•..train 193:<~1934= Lo 1~u Singlet-on
J.905~·J.906,.. J. (j 'J Guthrie 1935,~,19.3$·, l' o bo PeelE:!
1("·rtti '!? A, Bi.shop 19'"' 1("2 00 L, Hathaway. ';Iv I , " .J. )'/=.)...;)4· .-~

190$ ~1909" w. H" Puckett; 'l;-'~ 19'6 G" W< Blount"'" :;:"+ j ~" ll, <.

1910~1912= J" M., uan i eLs 1')47=1951= Ho B Baum,.

1913 . ,., -Johne on .]952'"'l955'··
, ,:\" (~a.ttstJo u. 1..J:o

191£. Jo .0'; c Llariels 955~1956~JfJ1ll0S ~u i.odge s

1915·-1916> j" G~ Johnson .S56=196g,r, ~::- It GarCii1~n~l'..j, 0'

1917",1920= Co Ko Proctor J.960,1964= ~'Jv s. Crowder
1961.~. E J lL Port.er

X~Theinform.stion on the first mi.nt et.s r was provided by ~liss blacche

M:Ltehen~r; the chur-ch records do no t give his name.
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