o gl j .P ' | 1; -
J = & i HUHDH%? AT HOME COMING HISTORIC riE‘?ZH&;CnUAbH-

Qﬁistopic old“Ebanczor church in Fork townnhipvan\tntircly,tao snnll

to contain ths hundreads who flocked to 1t Sunday,fer the lHorc Corling

Colebration which had been scheduled unrer the di tion of the pastorm,
2

Ruov R.Z.3Brown,A soraon in tho norning by Reov J.E.Nrizht,of Carthi.:,

a plcnic at noon,and in the aftorncon a history of the church pr pnrad

and d=livercd by Dr.Will B.Crawlord,with an culogy to ilhec doccascd
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menbors 0f the church,by Chas L.Neal,madec un tho prograx ©
.Rov Mr.9right 1s a formeor pastor of the church,and was hcard gladly by
his old flocﬁ ycstorday.fbr morc than an hour,hc talkcd upon the taoxt,
"Bzar yo onc anothors burdeons,and so fulfill the law of Christ”,

From all pointo of tho stato iho formor ncabers rcturned to sorship ol
thas old church,Onoc family was prescnt from Los Angeles,Cal.

The history of thé church as praeparcd by Dr.Crawford,adequatcly rcfliccl§

~ 1

the part which Ebcnezor has playod in the rcligious upbuilding ol the
county,an? shows scholarly rocscarch on the part of Dr.Crauford.

The history represcnts a val ‘uableo contribution to local hirctory.

It follows: (v¥ditor).

In attomptipgito glve the history of Ebcnczer church,l am sadly awarc
of the factttﬁat this paft of the program,would have becn docldcedly
"wmorc intcrestingly and corrcctly given by my satinted Hothor,haﬁ she
lived to perform this duty,which had been assigned to hor,and hos sho

;
would have &njoyed tho plcecasure it would havc given hor!
! ;

; .

And while I feel inadecqubte to the task, comparcsd to her cuperior
qualifications,and abundant stors of knowledge of the charch history,
which I 2o not possess,l am conforted and cncouraged with the assurance
that if therc 1s such a thing as those whor we have loved and lost
avnilo,mingling 7ith us in spirit,after they have lain down this freoil
body&en I brlicve is tho cas?lsho is moat assurcdly aron: this asscbd

1

and will givo mo hor smilo of approval,cven if not:visible to ths hu n
cyo,
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in my fcoblo offort tot ake hor placo,in a work which for 50 many yoars
had becon uppermost in hor heocart--that of deinz what she could for
Ebcnezor and this cormmunity.For there was nothing ncarcer her heart, nnd
for which she labored morc willingly,than the church and cornmunity in
which she lived,and gave her vory lifes wmork,in any placc where she

vas necdod, It was here that she labored and loved,and was bcloved, for
many many years,and hor falthful scrvicc here,and the influcnce she
cxortaed oveor this community,will ncver dio,but will last as lon_ as XYM
time cnduros.As a lasting ovidcenco of tho love shc had for hner church
and community,and how very ncar her christian hecart 1t had ever been,
the last word she covor uttorecd,though in a scmiconscious condition,

was "EBENEZER".Some fricnds prescnt,at the hospital,spokxc of thc very
boautiful flowers,in her room,and sho replied,"Yes,ny children ati
Ebcnezer",.Some of tho very best mon and wonien in this coruwainity ot thics

L

timc,recelved all the cducation they cver had,from her,as she taught
the Ebenczer school for many 10@3Ycars.

To go back to the very first days of Mcthodism,and Ebcnezcr, church,in
this community,would take onc over the lens lapse of years “hickh o Lo
Lake o certury,if not a little over,when Williem Rosc--Billic o e ver
lovingly called,the father of Rev Ransonrn Rosc,both of szlnted ritory,

fathcr and crand father of the cerrunitys cstccmed and respected citiae

¥r.9.F.Resc,built the first Mcthodist church of this section,and it sese
locatcd just bohind the barn,at the home place of Mr.Frank Rosc,which

L

was then all in dense moods,The bullding was & log structurc,as ves
cusion ror ell budldinss or gt leasl ottt of tham,3n that cey eng Live;
and was approximatlcy twenty,by twenty two feet.Billlic R sc: preachicd
therc as long as he lived,oand his scn Ransor Resc, feeling celled to
prcach,when quite a youn: man,vwhen his fatheYdied,his rmantle fcll on

the shoulders of hid worthy son Ranson,although the youn; ran had

tlrcady started Iin the ministry,beforce the death of his father Dillio
r':O.‘:u'
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And after his fathors dcath,hc faithfully took ur the work,and threcw h
Lhcart and soul inte it,znd the result was that cre long,there was grea
nced for a lergor bullding.It was then that Rev Ransonm Rosc,Rufus Cozx,
Edmund Coor,and lorris liowcll,built the first franc church Lhat vas ¥
orccted on the prescnt location.The four men bcehind the cnterpricc
‘being  four of the counﬂy; staunchest,rost successful farmers,cach ong
of whom,posscscd with thosc traits of character which go to makec the
typc of mon,who lebor for the betterment of mankind,and cverything
pcecrteining to tho promotion of gcod,and advenccnent of the Mastcers
vineyard.The old church which they built, stood just to the rcear of the
prcsent locatlion,and a deecidecdly better one,in vigw of the ncarncss
of the presont disturovlng effcct of tho highway traffic,,and no doubt
the location was sclocted by thenr,in order to give the church a rorc
rotircd appcarance,than it would have had,if put dircctly on the putrli
road,and in this I now think thcy displayed good judgment,es thogt?h
other ways.It was crccled about the yoar 1840, and when the time cane
for the church to. bc named,Ransom Rosc was glveon the privileoge,ss
as hc was the minister in charge,and after glving the metter cuc thouy,
anc consideration,he namcd 1t Ebcnezer.He could not have possibly have
found a morc appropriatc namo,,or onc which would stand as a lasting
ronurent to the good work of all conccrned,The word Ebchczelr,r.cans,
“sToNE OF HELP?A stonc sct up by Samucl,after & signal dofcat of the
Philistincs,as a memorial of the"help"roccivod on the occasion fron
Jechovah.S0 this church is & mcomorial of the help rcceived ty those wh
were responsible for its beginning,and though cach onc of them have 1
since gonc to thelr cternal roward,their good work herc still goor on
Althou_:ih it has beeh cighly scven yeers since tho eld church wias lud)
it 1s stild doing co9d scrvice,net as a church bullding,but as o born
the homso of lir.Chas Cogdell,at the cross roads bolow our honr,

Hero 1t hcars s nute cvidence of the fine rmaterial frowsshich it
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thosec of us who rcmember i},as 1t stood on the rrounds as &« church,

it looks just as it dia then,withlthe cxccption of the abscnec of

windoss and coors,if vjicwd from the rcar ,as thcre has been on adcitien

put to the front,sincc 1t »as mlovcd to its present location,

Unclec Rnsom,as he was knonw By cvery NG, proachiod in the old crurch

8%&%y ycars,and was lovced by cvory onc who knew him,for he was ncver
knovn to be unju 3t,0r unkind,or not to hecd the calispf his church duti-
And in fact,his dcevotion to his minio£0r101 dutiou,was just a little
néaror his hcart than anything clsc,&nd weatior vias never too unfavoreat.
and the night ncver too darkﬁﬂ}tloouv for him to rcefusc to rendcer sorvid

around the ccatnh bcds,
cither in the pulpii,or aé\ho marriage altar,or at thc tomb.

A
He was nct a highly ecucated man,as that class werc fow and far between
in his day and tinmeg,but hc was a plonccr in tre advancemcent of all that
pertaincéd to the botterment of his community,and above a2ll clse,hc had

haro ) i¥:8 n

a fund of soundpyommon soenso, combined with industry,end frugelity,vwhich
onablod him to not only neke a success of hig church work,but rcleo hia
farming intcreosts,placing him a hcad and shoulders esbtove the avorgge
,Trom the fact that while he had a very large ferlly,having raiscd scve
girls,end five boys,all to be grown,and to livo past middle lifo,und ¥
ncar the term allotted to mankind.Even with this lerge femily,he p1ads !
crops,and plenty for his family and to spare,and was noted for his plad
wclcone,and genuine hospitaliiy in his home,to all whoN vieitcd Linrc.
All of his childrcen havc passedé over the river but one,lir.%W.F.Rosc, he
bcins the last one of this large,ané cxccedingly industrious family.
Unclc Ransom was a good Blblec student,and with successfully nanezin:, @

lor;ce farm,ho found tirnic to labor in the llasters vineyerd,anc wes novo

happler than when s doing,and seemed to nevoer tire,in his cdevotion:,
’

especlally if he was conducting a protracted mooting,and pood XXMy, .nl

congregations attencdod ,as was usually the casc.
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Fortunatcly he was blessced with good hceulth,and ho was not over burdennd
with ils work as might have been supposod, siuply becousc he Look cero of
hinsclf,and thore was no habit of his,that had the lecast dacaping cilcect
on his ruzzed health and active mind.In the discharze of his many Qutics
thorc was not the éraln on his powers of &nduranco as would have Loon 4
cang,had ho not been sd physlceally atlo to atten¥to 2ll the work he toconnc
sp caslly to manage,with apprently little offort,no mattcor what ho Hikeui
attcnptcd.lle ‘proachcd the old time gospcl scrmons,hering to the lineg,and
let the chips fall whero they might,He. rccelved np selary,ncr did e cven
:xpcet any,and in lfact would have taken it as an affront,hac nc tecon
offered pay for any scrvice he rendeored.lor there was nothing which jironfit
pronpted him,but that ho folt called to preach,and the abundrnecce ol Lhw
love for tho work,which fillod hos honcst hcart c¢ven to overflowin.

And then too,he did not noed any salary,as hc made plenty and to spare,
from the vegetables and meats in his gerden and smokchousc,end the corn
and whecat,in his barn,and tho foddcr Tor stock,to the genuinc woclen cult
spun vieven
ho voro,raiscd on his own shoop, %3%EN and XPiH, and made iinto coatn, unid
vests and pants,all,right in his own houne,by his felthful wifc,onc Sl
daughters,as none of the scven deughtors cver marricd,and only throo of
his scns.All of them living and dying ,right at the old horc plecec,axcept
onc,who was killed in the civli war.Ho was a grcat rovivalist,end the old
church was ncver s0 much arouscd,as it was iIn thosc daye of thc very long
850,whon he would start a rcevival,and Rev John N.Ancérews,anc¢ wifc,all of
then of salnted mamnry,would assist him,which they often did,And too,idn
scrvices in other communitics werc in demand during the revival scaron,

which in 1hosc old days ,were held after the crops werce finished.

o

Hc was & Fundarigntalist,in the fullest sense of the term,an’ was noted ¢
iis honcsty of purposc,intcegrity of charactor,and strict asdhcrence to the
teaching of his Biblo,as he understood it,rcgerdless of cevorything elodo,

This prcscent chuch was built in 1879,an was dedicated theo nest yoear, by

L
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Rev John T.Bagwoell,pastor of the church at Coldaboro,und who at thot

tine was onc of the moat cloqucnt Pruachers in Confcerenco,and cne of itrs
vory best mon,Uncle Rensom lived to prcach ornc sermon in the then ncw
church,as I have been informed,having éiecd curing the ycar 1lE80,at o ripe
old agoe,lecaving 1lifcs richest legacy to his childrcen, that of a feithiul
scrvanl of the liost High, combincd with adimireble traits of charcctoer Lhotl
nade him hoth a good father and husband,and also,as good ncightor as any

rst
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could sh Lo livc ncar.licthodis mﬁ then in this community was f
cstablished by the Rose famlly,and among thc descondeonts still,end also
from onc of old church builders(Edmund Cocf)thcro arec thosc here,whc arc
yet rondering valiont scervice,in tke advancencnt of Christs kingceorn,
Aftor this now church-,as it was callod,was Lulli,thcre was a gracious
rovival hold in which Rov J.T.Bagacll, and R.P.Troy_did the preachin;.

mhe scrvices cxtended through a nurLcr of wocks,and therec was a great
culpouring of pcople from this community,,and othcrs,and somelhin ncar
onc hundrecd were convertced.licarly all the young pcople of this iimediatce
scction were converted,and the rosult was that the occarcionel s-uarce cunc
which w as vory populnr in thosc days,wordontirely brokon up hoerc,ond 1rowu
what 1 can lecarn,there has ncver been onc in the comrunity since.

Tre question of plaeing an organ in the church was considercd,as orly =
very few rural churches had organs at thet time,sore of then not cven had
song books.Thc custon being that the preacher would "glve oﬁt“ the hyra
tvio lincs at a time,and the congrogation thon singing them.I romcmbor vor,
dintinctlj"nrn that was the custom of the o0ld church,during Uncle Bancons
mininlry,and in most of the couniry churches,this custom rnreovailoed.

Trecre was somc lijtle objcction raiscé to an orsan being put in the new
church,by a very fow,but it was finally purchascd,and my oldest sistcer,
Iizzic,was made organist,and I was a mcmber of the first choir,and also
took part as orgunis@,whon my sister was not presont.I am the only livinr

rember of Ebenczors first choir,as all of tho onco glad number,have pannid
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over to join the angelie choir, that sang over the plains of Judca on

the night of the nativity.

I remcmber very distinctly how very much amiscd ny sister was,as she wan
full of huror,when onc Sunday aftor scrvices, soen after the organ had bvoen
installeod,and the congregation had grown larger,on account of the orpuné

Thos :
This particular Sunday,aftcr lcaving the churcu and congregating around XIi

the door,as is thc custom of couniry pcople,in which there is delightiul
social intersourse,which is so much cnjoycd,and I think commcndnhle,in trhe
rurak congrogations,Anong the number was & dear old soul,who was bittarly
opposed to the organ,though she was a saintly old sister,cvery onc ldvcd.
Lizzic knew her woll,and kncw how sho felt about the organ,end when she
shook hands with hor sho askced,"How she liked the organ".Ané the 00d old
lady repliod,"I dont like rusic in the church,and I will tcll you Ny
now,lLizzic,you will ncover get to hcaven,blowing that thing".Shc hed
rcfcecrenece of sourse,to the pedals,as 2ll organs werce peddéled in thosce R
days.But in the coursc of time,hcer objeoctions were overcome,and she ERRREce
changed her opinion somwuwhat in recgard to the matter,and scemed tc get as
ruch plecasurc out of tho singing as any one.The follo;:%antsrr have scrved
Ebcnczoer church,many of whom,havc finished their labors here,and heve gonce
to thear roward.This list dates back to 1684,which is all thc record I
could find,hcnee 1s not completo N C.Perry,Solomon Pocl,P.L.Hernen,
A.H.Puckott,£.C.Glen,W.J.Twilly,W.J.Crowson, .}, KcFarlaend, H. 1. Jacksen,
J.M Benson,T.E.Tripp, J.H: Carrawvay, .. Stancill F.T, Fulchcr,C.C. urant,
VI¥GA Farrar
M.d.Largan, J.M,"Iright,C.A.Jenes, E.C.Lurhan,J.G.Johnson, .G, Perery, R E. Erosn
Of this numbor,Revs Solomon Pool,W.G.Farrar,H.E.Tripp,J.NMN.Cerravay,
scrvod the lirmited time,four ycars,and Rev W.G.Pcrry was pasteor in 18684,
and then for three ycars prior to this ycar.Scveral scrved twe ycars,
ar:on’; then Rev J.M.Wright.So we sce that Ebenezer chmrch has been PEFLMNN
rcflocting, the lisht of that great love which gavo the world itls rodcinor

rn:ﬁ full contury,and 1s still) pointing tho way to thosc in spiritucl
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darkness,into the marvellous light and liberly of the Son of God.

Tho ONLY TxUE CHRIST!Tho boloved Son of God}givcn as a sacrificc ,not onl
for your sins and ning,but for thc wholc world,

The worlds Snviour!lts Pricst and King!thc long promiscd prophct, wvhonwk
tn the gews had boen taught by their prophets to cxpecct--beins both
human and Divine.Hc is fitted for the Saviour of mankind.Thc wisdcm anag
power of God unto salvation.Te bring Eis pcoplc and the church into
compleote victory.Whosc sccond coming,is ncarcr than many of us supposc,
tho Pivine warnings of which arc being unhoodcd by a great many,ard will
find us ,as wcre the foolish virging,who took no c¢il in their lanps,if
vc do not nwakdt}o the ncconqity of being rcacy for the bridcgrocm,when
Ho comoth.The only truc ChristiThe belovea Son of Godtwho is not only a
propitiation for your sins and rinc,but who bids you and ¢ll mankind to
the mrriage fcast,mhosc outstrctched hand,Divinely sprecading throughout
crcation, beckoning to every living creaturc,having lifted the gates of
crupiros from their hingoes,and iurnod intd new channcls,the strcam

of ccnturics.

Will B.Crawford.

lay 30th 1¢27,

- . L)
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