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A BRIEFHISTROY:

Heartening Heritage
on a Carolina Crescent by j.M.M. Holden

The publication of Mrs. Holden's book on the
history of churches in the Brunswick County
area comes at a very unique time in the life of
Methodism. This hardback book is available at
Alan Holden Vacations for $17.00 plus tax. It r-
can be mailed to you for $21.00 incl. tax and ;- ._

mailing Make your checks payable to .
Alan Holden Vacations and give an address.

CONCORD
United Methodist Church

fu.""V. TR..fl.CIEV.ARNUH P

The history of Nethodism in fhe :SUpply Communitygoes back to the time of the
great AmerLcan l1ethodist Bishop, Frances Asbury, who visited the LockwoodFolly
community in 1785 and tvlO years later began sending Circuit Riders from South
Caxolina to preach once a morrth in the old Brunswick County Courthouse. During
a prayer meeting in 1798 several persons were converted and '·.rere formed into a
class whi.ch in time became the charter members of the first Nethodist Chur-ch in
the Supply area. After the Courthouse was destroyed, the members met in a small
building ,.rith the name "Hacedonia" which stood across the LockwoodRiver. In 1876
the first new building was constructed on the present site and vas given the name
"Concord" whLch means "Peace and Harmony." The present sanctuary Has built after
1900 and the educational building was added in 1957.

I

Supply, North

For more than a hundred years Concord has been a salient witness to the sa:ving
Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. she has encountered many vicissitudes, overcome
many problems, and withstood many hard and trying economic times, but during all
her histroy she has remained true to her Lard and to her mission as a church. And
+cday she stands as proudly.as ever for the contributions she has made to the
Christian cause and for the ministry and mission that has been hers in the ex-
tension of Christ's Kingdom in the hearts of God's people. 'Today, as she has done
through the years of her histroy, she extends a warmheart, a friendly hand, and
a kindly smile to all who vrill come and share her life and fello"l'lship, her "Peace
and Harmony" as she continues to make Christ known, loved, and f'oI'Lowedby the
people of her community and of her ~~rld.
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concord like every Nethodist church in r1ethodism, is a par t of a connectional
system ~hich begins vnth the local church and reaches through different con-
ferences to the General Conference which is the law-making body of the United
J.fethodist Church. And like every Methodist church, Concord has a three-fold
ministry of Pastor, District superintendent, and Bishop. Its local, district,
and conference leaders are:

RESIDENTBISHOP--------------------------- DISTRICTSUPSP,llJT:s1IDENT-------------------------
Bishop Carlton P. rftinnick, Jr. D.D.
Raleigh, N. C.

Doctor James H. Bailey
Vlilmington, N. C.

---.~!:§~Q~-------
Rev. Tracie Vaxnum
SUpply, N. C.

ll..mongall the denominations of Christendom, no church has a more stable and super-
vised ministry than does the United Methodist Church. One never heaxs of two or
more Nethodist preachers conniving, quarreling, or fighting over who shall be the
pastor of a Nethodist church. One never hears of a l-1ethodist church splitting up
into factions and becoming tw'o Methodist churches. That is so bec ause the pastors
and district superintendents are appointed to their churches and districts by their
bishop. l~d the office of bishop goes back to the time of the early church and is
firmly grounded in the teachings of the NewT-estament. Futhermore, every United
Methodist Preacher has to meet the moral and educational requirements of the church
before he is ordained Deacon or Elder. Then, and only then, is he fully qualified
to pastor churches \.;ithin his conference.

THEPRESENTPASTOR:

The pastor of Concord is, like his \.rife, Clementine, a native of Brunswf.ck County.
They own and are living in their home in Varnumto\lm.•.

Reverend Varnu..rnwas licensed to preach in October, 1947, and for tvo years served
a part-time wor-k in Brunswick County. In November, 1949, he received a full-time
appointment at stumpy Point, N. C., and after leaving stumpy Point, he was appointed
to pastorates in RocleyMount,Kinston, r1arshallberg, Sneads Ferr'.[, shallotte, Rocky
POint, and at Bolivia-Supply, the appointment he was serving Hhen he retired. in June,
1984. Altogether, he gave a total of thirty six years and eight months of active
service to his ohurch. He accepted the present appointment in June, 1986.
In addition to Liberal Arts, he was trained for the Christian lTinistry at Emory
University, Atlanta, Ga., and at Duke University, Durham, H. C. He was ordained
Deacon in June, 1958, and Elder in June, 1960.
One aspect of his ministry is probably unique for a traveling preacher who served
19 churches during his active ministry: No Pastor-Parish-Relations-Cownittee voted
for him to leave their church nor asked his bishop to move him. All whomhe has
served as pastor say that he makes the Bible come alive and oakes C'.nrist real Hith
his preaching.
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SERVICES Al-TDACTIVITIES DURllJG1987

1. CHURCHSCHOOL; 10:00 A. H. Each sunday i.J'ith devotional in Sanctuary.

2. 1,{ORSHIPSERVICE: 11:00 A. H. Each sunday led by' the pastor. (EXception) All
fifth SlLDday services led by Certified Lay speaker, Cleo McCranie.

3. SPECIAL srscmc E.ACHSUNDAYDURINGvIORSHIP: First, third and fourth sundays
by choir members and individuals. Second sunday by children's choir.

4. BIBLE-STllDY-PRA.YER-MEETINGS:First and third vrednesdays at the church. Second
and fourth \{ednesdays open for home-cottage Bible-reading and f'e'I Lowshf.p meetings.

5. HOLYCO:r1HTJNION:During worship, first sunday in each quarter.

6. IolAllNDY'IIDJRSDAYLENTENSERVICE: With Holy Comnnmion.

7. SENIOR CITIZENS SPECIAL SERVICE: Fourth sunday in July with lunch in felloi.J'ship
hall.

8. VACATIONBIBLE SCHOOL:During month of August i·rith vlOrk-cra.ft period directed
by Naster Craftmen.

9. FELLOHSHIP !>1EALSAT CHURCH:Fourth sunday in f':iirst month in each. quarter.

10. VIS~ATION EV.~GELISM WEEK: second week in October. (Home visits, phone calls,
personal contacts, ect.)

11. REVIVAL: Third week in October.

12. HO:r-1ECO.HING:Fourth sunday In October folloi.ring revival.

13. SUPPLY CmlllJlTIJITYTHA1"\TKSGIVllmSERVICE: 'v[ednesday night before Thanksgiving.
(Tr'i-Church service: ,SUpply Baptist, l'It. Olive Baptist, and Concord r![ethodist.)

14. CHRISTNASPROGRA}!:Day and time announced by xmas program director.

15. ADI''lDrrSTRATIVECOUNcn NEETINGS: Second 1o[ednesday in second month in each quarter.

16. CHOIR PRACTICE: Each ltTednesday night. (Time for practice announced by choir leader)

17. SPECIAL PROGRA1'TSAND ACTIVITIES WITH !oW CHnDREN J.J.ID YOUTHDLiRTI-JGSur·TI:'illR.JV[)NTHS.
(Also, special children's ministry each sunday by the pastor)

18. DISTRICT }'lEETllTGS:As announced by the District SUperintemdent.

KnIDERGP~TENCLASS: PRll1A..QYCLASS

TEACHER:
ASSIST. :

T&:,s•. Alberta I1cCranie
I1t's. John Holden

TEA.CHER:
ASSIST. :
P..nd/or :

lift's. Vera Sermons
Nt's. John Holden
:r-rxs. Alberta NCCranie

TEAChER:
ASSIST. :

.1'.1r.Cleo !oTcCranie
!1rs. John Holden

~U1~_E~~~_g~§§ _
TEACHER: 1,"'0:'. Scott p.nderson
ASSIST.: Totes. Louise Coggeshall

ALL,tfHO TEACHAT CONCORDF..AVETAUGHTFOR- ~J.,
ORW.NY YEARSANDHAVEHADA VITAL EXPERIENCE':lITH
CHHIST Al-IDCONFESSUTIlI AS TlL"SIRLORDHID SAVIOUR.

* The Adult Bible Class meets in the fellovTship hall
follm.J'ing the devotional service in the e anc tuary,
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CONCORDUNITED!1ETHODISTCHURCH

supply, N. C.
COHHITl'EEONN01m~ATI01lSANDPERSON1TELREPORTFOR 1987

ELECTEDOJ?FICE....flSFOR 1987

PASTOR .AJ)MTIHSTRATIVECOUNCIL CHURCHSCHOOLS1JPll.----------------- ---------------------------- -~~----------------
Tracie Varnum Cleo McCranie - Chairperson A. B. Chestnut, Jr

Scott )nderson, Assist.
----------------------------------------------------------------'-------------

COMHITTEEONPASTOR-PARISHRELATIONS---------------------------------------
John Holden - Chairperson

_~AS~_2~_~98I _
John Holden

_-2~AS~_Q~_19§§ __
111:'s. Larry HoLden

_9!J~~_Q~_1982_ _

111:'S. Alberta l1cCranie

------------------------------------------------------._---------- .._--------_._ •..•
~~ __QNF~lliQE__
Cleo HcCranie - Chairperson

CL~2~ 1987 _
A. B. Chestnut, Jr.
'14. M. sermons

___ 2-~~_QE-~2§§ _

Cleo !'IcCranie
Keith Chestnut

CLASSOF 1989-------~-~-----------
H~s. A. S. Gunnerson
1'fi:s. John Holden

-----------------------------------------------------------------
BOARDOF TRUSTEES----------

CLASSOF 1987-- -----

Keith Chestnut - Chairperson
___ CL!~§_QE_!288 _

Keith Chestnut
W. M. Sermons

_...Q~AS~~_19§2. _

Ted Coggeshall .
John Holden

Mt's. Erma Holden
l1rs. Connie Chestnut

------------------------------------------------- . --
~E!!SHg_e~~ __ , 2~2H 1!L!@~~ ~~~!~
11rs. John Holden Keith Chestnut N~s. Alberta. McCranie

MEMBERSAT LARGE------- C01-1l:UTTEEONNOMmATIONS & PERSON1TEL-----------------------------------
t987 - Mr:s Connie Chestnut
1988 - Wesley Chestnut
1989 - Erma Holden

BIBLE SCHOOLCo}'lt'1I'J.YllEE
Mt's. Erma Holden
Demetri Clemmons
Charles Clemmons
Ennis Long

1<n:s. Lsrry Holden - Ch.
l1rs. A. S. Gunnerson
Demetri Clemmons

--_._---------------- ------------------_. ------------_._----
£Qtll.i!1:£P.L2!Lt~m..
Mt's. Larry Holden

COMMUNIONSTEI·lARD AGFt-LEVELCORDINATORS-----------------------
Children-Youth:
*Mrs. v, H. Sermons

Hrs. Connie Chestnut

~~EA _CH!fRPERSO~
EDUCATION:- 11rs. John Holden
ErrAllGElLISM:- Keith Chestnut
STE'tIARDSHIP:- W. M. Sermons
YOUEl MEl'IClER: - "Tesley Chestnut
vIORSR,D: -1'7/:s. Larry Holden
CHURCH:' &'SOCIETY: - I'n:s A.S. Gunnerson
CHRISTIANUNITY: - Cleo HcCranie
MISSIONS: - I1rs. Vera Sermons

Adul t- Family:
~kl1rs. Erma Holden

CRRISTL~ ADVOCATEAGElNT
}fi:s. Connie Chestnut

CONI'{[TTEE:ON AUDIT·------------------~
John. Holden
'lIT.H. Sermons

----------------------~--

SECT. OF ADf1COUNCIL-----------
Hr:s. John Rolden



POENSA1I"'D SCRIPrUREVERSESFORTHOUGHT.AND INSPIRATION

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is· but. 'exhor tdng one another, and so much the
more, as you see the day approaching,
Heb. 10:25.

Lord, giv~ us such a faith as this
And then, whate1er may come,
We'llta.stEt, eten here, the hallowed bless
Of an eternal home.

-'.-lilliam H•. Bathurst

The eternal God is thy refuge, and
underneath sre the everlasting arms,
Deut. 33:27.THESECRETPLACE

There ia a safe and secret place
Beneath the ,.,ings divine,
Reserved for all the. heirs of grace:
o be that refuge mine 1

The least and feeblest there may bide
Uninjured and unawedj . ,
y~ile thousands fallon every side,
He rest secure in God.

He feeds in pastures large and fair
Of love and trust divine;

o child of God, 0 glory's heir,
Howrich a lot is thine 1.

A hand almighty to defend,
An ear for every call,

An honored life, a peaceful end,
And heaven to crown it allZ

+-Herrry F. Lyte.

If therefore ye have not been faithful
in the unrighteous mammon,who will
commit to your trust the true riches
Luke 16:11. '

PRAYER

There is never a day so dreary
:But God can make it bright;
},nd unto the soul that trust him
He gives song in the night.
There is never a path so hidden
:But God will show the "ray,
If ,·ra seek the spirit's guidailce
}.nd patiently ,.,atchand pray.

A PERFECTFAITH

o for a faith that ,.rill not shrink
Though pressed by every foe,
That ,.,ill not tremble on the brink:
Of any earthly woe I

That will not murmur nor complain
Beneath the chasting rod,
:But in the hour of grief or pain
Will lean upon its God;

A faith that shines more bright and clear
i..hen tempest rage without;
That when in danger knows no fear,
In darkness feels no doubt;

That bears, unmoved, the world 's dread
fro,m,
Nor heeds it scornful smile;
'Ihat seas of trouble cannot drown,
Nor Satan fS arts beguile

Jesus said unto her, "I am the
resurrection and the life: he
that believeth in me. though he
"rare dead, yet shall live: And
i.Jhosoever liveth and believeth
in me shall never die, II Jo1m 11:
25-26. .
Said the robin to the sparro,."
~.Friend, I woul.d like to know,
VA1ythese earthly human beings
RUsh about and worry so.

Said the aparz-ow to the robin,
Friend, I thil1+c it must be,'
They have no Heavenly Fa.ther I
such as cares for you and me.

:FOPJ.IA.LPRAYER
I,':often say my prayers,
:But do I ever pray;
And do the v;ishe s of my he art
Go ,,;ith the words I say?

I may as lrell:.:lmeel::'do.wn
And worship gods of stone,
As offer to the living God
A prayer of Hords alone.

For "lOrds vTi thou t the he art
The Lord will never hear;
Nor "Till he to those lips attend
i'lhose pra;y-ers are not sincere.

- Jo1m Burton
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