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History of Centenary United Methodist Church,
1876 - 1976.

Centenary United Methodist Church is now one
hundred years old in 1976. It has stood the tests of
time and change and still retains its place as.the only
Mp.thodist Church for miles around. It is located on
Highway· 421 in the now incorporated town of Harrells"
North Carolina, formerly known as Harrells Store, and
is the home church on a two point charge known as The
Harrells Charge.

Documented evidences are lacking as to the orlgln
of Centenary, but it is likely that the name Centenary
was given because of the 1776 - 1876 Centennial being
observed when it first began.

Just what inspired this group of community people
to begin a church following the :Hethodist faith is un-
certain, but tradition has it that Sunday School was
held prior to 1876, in'hoines and po~sil:Jly~Union Academy.
However, on JvIarch31, 1876, a deed of one acre of land
by Ollen Lewis and his vnfe, Susan to the following
trustees.is recorded in the Sampson County Register of
Deeds office in Clinton, N.C., sold for the sum of
$50.00. The trustees were }\i.K.DeVane, Daniel Johnson,
Sr., Randall Powell~ Richard M. Johnson, and A.J. John-
son. On this plot of land a "house for the purpose of
worship of the Hethodist Episcopal Church South,1I ~s
built. The deed was si1?l1edand delivered in the pre.,..
sence of Owen Fennell,. as a legal ~tness.

The building was a simple one room fraL1e building
built by members. The sills ,:itfU:inuse, 'were hand- .'
hewn logs from the woods on Doctor Creek. He wer-e tak-
en into. the North Carolina Methodist Conference, later
that yQar. Reverend S. H. Davis was recorded to be the
first minister assigned, but quite a few Circuit Riders
had preached to this group prior to this, and ostensibly
aided in organizing the church according to Hethodist
policies.
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A pumporgan ,was the first musical instrument
installed early in-theiir'ebfthe chur-ch', Cont.enary
has been servedbys~veral circuits, nowreferred to
as charges , Somectrcuat.s were Clinton Ci.ccuit ,Duplin
Circuit, Hagnolia Circuit', and Garland Ght..r~e.Ini954-
1955, Centenary Church becamea two point circuit
knownas The Harrells Charge, with the late Jiooy
Stanford as resident pastor. " '

Around 1925" 'itb,ecame evident thech~ch buf.Ld-.::
ing was .inadequat.aEo effectively serve -both ;'the young
and old within~'the' church. Two'roomswere added at the
entrance to the chur-ch, 'makingtwo ai.sLes, one cenf.er-: '
group of long pews, anti.rows of shor-t pews on, ei ther, ,
side;. Also the pumporgan was replaced by a piano in ' "
1927, so the young people could use it .in their ne"lly
organized Epworth League, with the new agriculture
t-eacher-at the Fr'ank.ldnHigh School, ~ counselor.

The church building served adequately until the
e2J.rlyfifties when' 'it became apparent that more space
and facilities were.needed to keep pace with changing
times. The trustees borrowed mohey~d hir~d a skilled
carpenter, and, withthe aid of memcer-sendvoIunt.eer-
help, undertook the complete renovation, of ' the chl,l1'ch.,
Since the widening of the highwaynecessitated the- ' -
movingback of the church, then a basement was dug and
the church jacked up to,accomodate a' full size Fellow';','
ship Hall and six classrooms, plus· space for a 'kitchen,
An addition at"the' bzck created roomfor the ,pulpit;
choir loft, and new electric organ purchased a few
years later. The basement extention served to house
the centfral h~ating system~ which also serves nowas
an air conditioner in hot weather.' The outside was ' '
brick veneered and ,a new flight of steps' and porch was
added. During this renovation period, services" were
conducted in the CommunityBUildingn~arby.'Eleven
memorial windowswere presented by diffcrent-fmKLiies
in memoryor in honor of somemember=or-membersof '
their families. " , ..
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The ,twenty~fourpews were also donated by families or
,individuals. A list of pew donors is listed on a plaque
in the vestibule. The cornerstone laying and mortgage
burning, for the church being debt free, took place
eight years ago.

The Ben have a.lways been the r-ul.ing eLement, in
the fJIethodistChurch and made the 'big decisions in
:mc.tterspertaining to remodeling and finances as was
customary from the beginning. The women, however, have
played an inlportant role in the history of our church.
No one has documented evidence to indicate when the
first VJoJ11R.nIs Society was formed. tie do know that
early in the life of the church the women served as
Sunday School teachers and on at least one occasion as
Sunday School Superintendent. -Since the first forme.lly
orgc.rii;zed'group of women, Centenary has never ceased
to have a woman I s Group, now termed The United Met.ho-,

,dist 1'lomen. The services of this organization in Cen-
tenaryshould not be mininnzed, for it is the backbone
of the «hurch, both socially as well as financially.
The women have furnished leadership in every phese of
church work, especially with the children and young
people.. The Epworth League, now the United Net.hod.i.st.
Yout.h Fo.l.Lowshi.p, has fluctuated vri.t~the Growth of the
church. Since a highperc.entageof high school grad., .
uatos attend college, we lose, the services of rriany'of
,those young, people trained in U.l-i.Y•.F. The church arsa
provided a' nursery when one was needed to care for ih-
.fants and small children. ..'

'For many years Centenary participated In Commun-
ity Centatas at ChristBas and Easter. Recently Mrs.
RachelJ>.eterson our Chairperson on Horship directed
these Cantatas. Each year Siloc.m and Centenary alter-
nated having' the program. For many years the women of
of Centenary, Siloam, and Hells Chapel met together
for a da~ of prayer each quarter. These activities ten-
ded to stTengthen the relationship between Siloam end
Centenar~ which also permeates the social and civic
activitios in the community.
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For many years Centenary has· been presenting
Bibles to its high school graduates. These Bibles are
treasured by these members.

Thanksgiving and Good Friday services are held
jointly with Siloam Baptist Church. "ilienthe service
is held at Centenary, the Baptist Pastor delivers t.hc
message and vice versa.

Fora number of years the traditional candle
light servi't!eis held at Centenary on Christmas Eve.
This service is always the highlight of Christmas.

In the early 1940lS Centenary began having
Bible School. Now it is held jointly with Siloam, as
we do not have enough children to justify having one
of our own. .

After The Harrells Charge was formed with Cen-
tenary, Charity and Providence, the need for a parson-
age became evident, since the minister lived.in Rose
Hill, too far away to be practical. Mrs. Bethel Kennedy
gave land next to her home to be used for a parsonage.
Again, the trustees secured financial loe.ns and the
parsonage was built while Reverend C. Freeman Heath
was pastor in 1967 .~ 68. His services were invaluable
in overseeing the plans so they were in keeping with
standards set up by the North Carolina Methodist Con-
ference Cormnittee~

It is quite fiting that the Centennial Celebra-
tion of Centenary and the mortgage burning and dedica-
tion of the parsonage can be observed on this day,
November 28, 1976. Centenary has a heritage of which
it is justly proud. From its very beginning, there has
been an exceptionally good quality of leadership in
this church~ Although the present active membership is
quite small, this little band of devout Christians,
strong in the Methodist faith, carry the burden like
larger churches through faith, prayer, sacrifical
given, and love for the church and the God who has
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, ..'prospered the-effor.ts of thosewho'trust in Him for
Guidance, in matters not only in.thechurch, but also
in daily walks of life.

Many, of our st.aunchcsb supporters have 'depi1I'teg.
this life, but have left behind a heritage and legacy'
equa.l,to any church, and it presents us with a cha.Ll- .•.
enge to "Give of our Best to the I'laster"and make this
world a better place because Centenary has wj.thstood
the te~ts of time, and stands as a symbol today of the
Christian,faii:,h kept alive for one hundred years.

One hundred years ,yes, one ,hundred years of
service,and.Christian,ini'l.uence in the toWl1 of ,Harrells.
Nothing spectacular-just a handful of dedicated United
Methodist Church members striving day by day to be "the
salt of the earth." May the next one hundrcd-yeafs be
celcbra.~ed with the saQe spirit of Christian love as
is expressed here at "Old Cent.enary'", now. .
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, ,
~ IS !:. COpy OF THE ORIGINAL DEED OF CENTENARY

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF SAMPSON

O.M. Lewis and wife deed to l-1.K.DeVane and other
trustees: .

This indenture made this the 31st day of March A DOne
Thousand Eight HUndred and Seventy-six between Ollen
M. Lewis and wife Susan Lewis of the County. of Sampson
and State bfNorth Carolina of the first part and~ M,K.
DeVane, Daniel Johnson, senior, Randall Powell, Rich...
ard M. Johnson and A. J.Johnson Trustees in trust for
the use and purpose herinafter mentioned all of the
state aforesaid of the second'part.

vJitnesseth that the said O.M. LeWis and wife Susan
Lewis"for and in consideration of the sum of fiftY'
dollars ($50.00) to them in hand paid at and upon the
sealing and delivery of these present the receipt
whereof is hereby acknowledged hath given grantees
bargained sold and released confirmed and conveyed by
these dothgive grant bargain full release confirm and
convey unto them the said :H. K. DeVane, Daniel Johnson,
senior, Randall Powell, R. M. Johnson and A. J. Johnson
and their Successors Trustees in trust for the use and
purpose hereinafter mentioned and declare all the
estate right title interest property claim and demand.
whatsoever either in law or equity which the said
Ollen M. Le''Wlsand his wife Susan Lewis hath in or to
or upon all and singular a certain lot or place of
land- situe.te lying and being- in the County Sampson and
:.>tateaforesaid bounded.and located as follows, to vlit;

Lying on the south side of the Long Creek Road and
.:n the vlest.side of the Academy lot, beginning at a
,take on Long Creek Road S 19, W 210 two hundred and
tan feet to a stake, thence N 68! vI 210 two hundred
llldten feet to a stake, thence S 68! E 210 two hund-
red and ten feet to the beginning. Containing by est-
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imation one acre of land be the same mor or less to-
get.her with ell end singular the houses woods water
ways privileges and appeertenances (?) there unto be-
longing or in any wise pertaining thereto. To have
and to hold all in Singulc~ the ~bove mentioned and
described lot or parcel of,land unto them the said
1'1. K. DeVene, Daniel -JohnaonyRanda.Ll,Powell, R. M.
Johnson and A. J. Johnson and their successors in
office forever in trust that they shall erect and
build or cause to be erected ,and built theron a
house, or a place of worship for the use of the memb.
ersof the Hethodist Episcopal Church South accordinG
to the rules,and Disipline which from time to time
agreed upon and adopted by the Vtinisters and preaGhers
of the said Church at their general Conference and in
further trust "aridconfidence t.hat,they shall at all
times forever hereinafter permit such Ministers and
preachers belonging to the said Church as shall from
time to time be duly authorized by the General Confer-
ence of the N:inisters and Preachers of the said Heth-
odest Episcopal Conference of the ~linisters and Pre-
achers of the sc.id Methodist Episcopal Church South
authorized by the General Conference to preach and ex-
pound Gods Holy Vlord'therein and the said Ollen N.
Lewis and his wife SusGn Lewis doth by these presents
war-r-ant,and forever defend all and Singular the before
mentioned and described lot or parcel of land with the
appurtenances there unto belonging unto them the said
M. K. DeVane, Daniel Johnson, Sr., Randall Powell,
R.,M. -Johnson and A. J. Johnson and their successors
chosen and appointed as aforesaid from the claio or
claiIJ8 of him the said O. M. Lewis, his heirs assign
and from the clalla or claims of all persons whatsoever.
In tes.timony whereof the said O. M. Lewis end his wife
Susan Lewis have herto set our hand and seals on the
day and date first above written.

(SIGNED) o. M. Lewis LS

(SIGNED) SUSAN LEHIS 18
Signed and delivered
in the presence of Owen Fennell

8 CONTINUED ON Ph.GE .2



:)

STATEOF NORTHCAROLINA)
SAMPSONCOUNTY ) on the probate court

The execution of the foregoing and within Deed ,from '
O. M. Lewis and wife to M.K. DeVane, Darri.e.Ljlohnson,
Senior, Randall Powell, RIO M. Johnson and A. J. Johm-
son was this the 4th day of April A.D. 1876, duly pro-
ven before. the undersigned Judge of Probate for said
Gotinty by the Oath and examination of'.Dwen Fennell~ .
Sen. ~the subscribing witness thereto:

North Carolina,
Sampson County. '

~ VOL783 PAGE760

(SIGNED) D. A. Culbruth
Probate Judge

+ + + + +.+ ,++ + ,++ + + + + + + + + + + + + +,+ + + +
+ This copyof the church deed is written the way it +
+appear-s onLhe origiMl'. copy. ," , .. ',,' " +
~++~++~+++++++++++++++++++++

~ FOLLOvJING12 b. .QQtl QE THEORIGINALPJ..RSONil.GE
~: '

THIS'DEEDOF,CONVEYANCE,Made this 18th day of
October, 1966, by BETHELP. KENNEDY(widow) ,of Samp-
son County, North Carolina , party of .t.he first" part, "
to THETRUSTEESOF CENTENARY11ETHODISTCHURCH,of SAM-
PSONCOUNTY,NORTHCAROLINA,parties of the second part;

WITNESSETH:

That the said party of the first part, for and
in consideration of the sum of Ten Dollar~ and other
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valuable considerations to her paid by the parties Df
the second part, the receipt of which is hereby ack-
nowledged, has bargained and sold, and by these pre4
sents does hereby grant, sell and convey unto thepe.r-
ties of. the secandpart, their succeseor-s .and assigns, ..
in fee simpl~, :that certain lo:t Of parc~l 9f land,.in
Franltlin 'I'ownsru.p, Sampson Caunty, Nor-th-Car-o.l.inaj : and
more particularly described as fal19Ws:

BEGINNING at an iron stake in' the western edge
of old U.S. Highway No. 421 and 30 feet from the cen-
ter thereof, at the ~dge pf the h~dgerow on the north
side of the residence of Bethel P. Kennedy, and runs
thence a new line along the hedgerow and beyond, due
vJest 150 feet to. an iron st-ake; thence a new line par-
allel with said highway North 14 d,egrees 15·minutes
East 100 feet to an iron st-ake in t.h:5l:field; thence
due East 150 feet t.o.an iron stake in the iJest edge of'.
of old U.S. Highway 421; thence with the West ec...seof
said highway Sauth 14 decrees 15 minutes West 100 feet
to the beginning, and being a lat 100 X 150 feet,. and
being a jJortia'nof the Bethel P. Kennedy Home Place,
located on the Nartb side .of the residence.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the afaresaid lat or parcel
.of land, tagetherWith all the priviledges and appur-
tenances thereto. belanging, or in anY1dse thereunto
appertaining unto them, the said parties of the secand
part, their successors and assigps,in trust, that
such premises shall be held, kept and maintained as a
place of residence far the use and occupancy
of the ministers af the Methadist Church who may fram
time to. time be entitled to occuifthe same by appoint-
ment; subject to. the Discipljne and usage of said
church, as fram time to. time authorized and declared
by the General, Canference and by the Annual Conf'er-s.:
ence within whose baunds the said premise& are situa-
ted. This provisian is solely far the benefit of the
grantees, and, the grantor reserves no. right or inter-
est in said premises.
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And the said party of the first part does, for
herself, her heirs, executors and administrators, cov-
enant to and with the said parties of the second part,
their successors and assigns, that she is sei~ed of
said premis.c.s-in~.feeand has~a good right to convey
the same"'in'fee simp.l,e; that, the same are free from
all encUmbrances, and that she dbes hereby warrant
and will forever defend the title to -the same against
the lawful claims of all persons whomsoever IN TEST-
IMONY VlHEREOF, the said' Bethel P.. Kennedy , widow,
party of the first part, .haa...:-hereunto.set her hand
and seal, the day arid year flrst above written.

__ --,- (SEAL)
...Bethel P. Kennedy

North Carolina,
Sampson County.

I T. H. Eason, a Notary public in end for the
County and State aforesaid, do hereby certify that
Bethel P. Kennedy, widow, personally appeared before
me this day and acknowledged the due execution of the
foregoing deed of conveyance for the purpose therein
expressed.vIitness my hand and notarial seal, this 19
iay of October, 1966.

Notary Public
. r commission expires 12-21-1967

T. H. Eason

.~·orthCarolina,
Sampson County.

The execution of the foregoing and annexed deed
of conveyance is duly proven according to law, as
appears from the foregoing certificate and official
seal, all of which is approved.

Let the instrument, with these certificates,
be registered.

Hitness my hand this 14 day of October, 1966..

Ruth Lockemy
Dep-Clerk of Superior Court of Sampson

(con. on next page) 11 County.



Register of Deeds

Filed, for registration in the ~ day of Nov, ~966
10:05 ,o'clock At! and registered in the office'of the
Register of Deeds of Sampson County on "the'28 day of
Nov.' 1966. In Book No. 1.§l Page No. 760. -~.

.Edith H. "Goodwin

By Patrica vi. Autrx deputy
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''\

Weare fortunate to have<a. record of all the minis-
tel's who 'have been ipas'tor. 6~ Oent.enary Church for the
one ihundr-ed years min.istr7-'0.1" the church in thiscoIIUll-
unity. . "

""

J;ASTORS Q.E CENTENARY WHRi"'METHODIST, CHURCHFROM
1876 to 1976 : ,,',

• . i . .

DATE NM1E~~ -
1876 i. M.Davis_,

1877 J ,,-F.1iei tman

1878-79, T. _.P•. "Riw'ud-

1880-82· A....D•.:-'Betts

1883 W• .-L H\l!l,

1884 ' H...H•..Jlibbons

" ~'CL1CUIT , DISTRICT

- ". "" ....
Magnolia . vlilmington,,:':':--

. '>, ""'"

'--::-O:'Wilmingtol\
'<"

Duplin

Duplin Wi1ncl..ng~

Duplin :"'-" Wi~~
-- ....

Duplin - . 'Wilmington

1885, ".Mjle~...M..McFarlanQ -Magnolia.: ' Wilmington
.. -'

1886-87· W. A. 1"orbes Magnolia .. Wilmington "'"

1888-89' ,John~'R. Sawyer Magnolia. WiJJnington

1890 A. J. Parker Magnol::ia.. Wilmington -,
1891-92. R. i;. Warli.~ Magnolia -Wilmington' <,

.•..
. 1893-96 D. C. Geddie Magndlia . Wilmington~._. .:. ,

1897-98 L. S. Ethridge Magnolia Wilmington

, ,1899-01 J. W. Wallace Magmlia Wilmington

- 1902· C. C. Brothers Magnolia Wi.lJnington
.. ... -

1903-05 J. W. ,Martin Magnolia vlilmington
~
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1906-013 W. E. Brown

1909

CIRCUIT

,Magnol:y/

, Y. E.Wr:4;h:b.;...,o',~:d':.' Magnolia
-,".: • '_r 'd~·:. . "~., .

. .' •••.•• : .• __ .•~<>i'c"
)910 J. C. Whedbee'<"

/~,. . . ...

/).9il-12' /C•. .J~ Rogers
.r ~ r

1912-13 ' E.' C. "Sell

.~' 1913-14 .·H. ·}f. Jackson

1914-113 R. F. l1unns

, '019113-19 J. \;J • Autry;r-' -~
,~ .

1919-20: to be supplied
.r: " --
1920-22 S.• E.' Ragland

. _.",.'

1922-24 lI. ,E.- Hocutt

DISTRI,Q!

'Wi1m:lngton

Magnolia'

,Magnolia'

\viJ.rn:irlgtOii:
...-~'=::. ~-.......,

',~ Wi~gton_-
.••. 111:. ,,_- . . .

, -Hagnolia

. Magnolia.

i'lia.rnington
"

WiJ..rn.ington"
_ • ,..' "C ••. _._ • ..J. .

Hilmington

, 1925 D.~A. Futreii-, -', -Magnoli-a: '

1926-29 ~1.'b. McLamb
' ..

1930 L~ M. Chaf-fin

1931-34 R. G. Dawson

1935 T. W. Lee'

1936-37 vi. B. Cotton

19313-40 o. C. Melton

1941-44 M. vi. Warren

1945-46 J. D. Young

." ,-". -',,-" . -: -.--

Magnolia

~liimington 1
, .

., ./

Magnolia'_:, ,/-Wi1inington

Garland'
•.;t,

Garland

,:•.v~iimington

.: Wi:irningt6n
Gar1antl."'''..::.. ,' 'Wi:J:mington...t-.... ... ~ v

Garland

Garland

Garland ;

Wi~gton

Wilrilington

Wilmington
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DATE'

1947
194£3
1949
1950-51,

NAME-
C. B. Harris

D. G•.Boone'
J. D. Stott

H. L.• Harris

CIRCUIT DISTRICT

. "Gar-Land Wilmington
./ . ./

'Gar 1and '. '~:--"'-';'Vliiniirig,ton
"

- G~rlafid~

1952 J •. W•. Goodwin

1953
1954
1955
1956
195-7
1958-59
1960
1961.;..63

1964 t
:2

Gol~boro .:
. -::j.,; ":'~

. ·-:--toldsbo,!,0"
/<' •.,",

##' .,.--c, StaThfordGarland ...' ,- . Goldsboro;.-r-
/

/

Joe B. Young G.:.rland
/ / ....•..."""'r···
"."... I'

./ Garland'R.! F~ McKee

/ W. H. M(:mfg~mery Garland

James

James C. Sta~ford Harrells

J. W•...Griffis Harrells..........
.-.....

..,.'
J. A.~§.Qn.- ----Harrells ..

John M. Roberts, Harrells

Rooert S. PtoQtor
A. L. Morris

Harrells/,/
Harr.e-lls

1965-67 C. Freeman Heath . Har-r-e.l.Ls
196£3 George Blanchard, .Har-r-e'l.l.s ..:

/

1969
1970-73
1974

J. K•. Horne, Jr.

Johnnie Huggins Harrells.

William 0~ Connor I:larrells ......•-..•.... -

1975-76 Gordon E. Allen,Jr.Harrells
15

. . WilJ.nington

. -,
viilmingtoii: -

~, • ..J

•

- "Goldsboro --/ P. /

. Go.Ldsbor-o ...'--
.; ':"~2'-.-7"(. . ;:;'~:

Goldsboro

......Go-ldsboro"_.' .

.WiJJ¢:ngton", .
.WiIi:rl.ngton

Wj)mington

Wilmington

. H'ilmington
:.~.- ..

Wilmington



In the It f hunch"edyears o£ Cent.enal7' s church his,

tory there have been fifty-six ministers appointed to

this church.
Out of the filey-six ministers -"hohave served

jen~enary Church, twenty-one are de~eased as the N.C.
,

Oonf'er-eneeJournal records and it is likely thirty art
de~ased because we could not find ,.herecords on nim
of these pastors who served Oentenary~hurch before
1931.

Nine of. the former pastors are retired and seven
are still in the active ministry. fifteen of the form!
pastors can not be accounted for at this time. It is
because they stoped preaching or they moved out of
the North Carolina Conference. (included in the fifteeJ
ministers that we can not account for are the nine we
think are deceased.)

On the following pages 'is more information about
the former pastors of Centenary Church: DECEASED -
RETIRED - ACTIVE.
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)

Henry·H. Gibbons

DECEASEDluNISMS

Year & Place Death Place .Durial

laC5 K~gs Iiountain Kmes Hout.NC

1887 HT. Olive,NC Fcdson, N.C.

Robert L.--vJarlick 1896 Portsmouth;NC Onslo\'1County-
i .,

T~ Page Ricaud

[' . L.S. Etheridge

N.H. HcFarland

.D. C. Geddie

·A. D. Betts

, ~v'l.·A. Forbes

mr . E.C. Sell

. 19qo Durh?Jn,N. C. iIilmington,NC

1906 Kinston, N.C. Laurinburg,NC

'1.911F.i:ebane,N.C. ~~1ington,NC

191.3italeiBh, N.C. Rose Hill, NC

1918 6reansboro,HC Greensboro,NC

1919 ~uie"'s Creek Pender County

19.30'1'1ilmington,NC L'ilmington,NC

.,Charles C.Brothers 19.34Greeti'sboro,NC Cata\'lba, N.C.

PueanA. Futrell 19.35'iIilmington,NC To\<'m Creek,NC

et ~a Joseph Parker 19.38Raleigh, N.C. Raleigh, N.C.

Leon;das l;.Chafnn 19.39Jonesl)oro,N.C Jonesboro,NC

.,

HamptonN. J acksen 1942 Raleigh, N.C.

John.vJatson Autry' 1944 \'Iilmington,NC Cumberland'Co.

;'James C. Uhedbee

'.' :

1948 Slimtet-,S. C. Sumter,S. C.

(continued .on next page)
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DECEASED"HI,NISTEHS
","" .:' .

- .' - '.~ ,~p" •••••••.•••

.~....•. -,' ",: -.:•....- .....~-..-
Name-

:lichard ,F• Hums

Orner,C. Helton
1959 Ra~eigl), (N.C. '
. 0... ...." . . l-._'. ~ ~.

, ' 1963 Clinton, N.'C., ',,;.';~..c..!.. ~.'..:;,.:~.::,_; ~.,'l',; .

1263 Durham, N~C•

Raleigh" N.C.'
\'~ . '.. . . ~~.

!ialeigh", N.C.

,+ + +'.-++ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + -+ +
.' ...

'.. ' ':' :'-",i, ' -- Addt'ess
, , . " :

R. Grad¥ DtU-lSon.. ',.,', "~2002"EVans"St~,Norehead' CitYINO
-, ".2[3557•• ,: • ")_ .•.• - •••• , J •
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Name-
P.0. Box 826, JJunn" N.C.

, 23334

ACTIVE NINISTEHS

John H. Roberts P. O. Box U6, Princeton,NC
27569

P. O. Box 6, no\'tland, N.C.
2838.3

,,' George Blanchard
"," "

Route 5, Box 326, Roxboro ,NC
27573

. Johnnie Huggins Route 1" Box 223, Council,NC
2G434re

Gordon E. Allen" Jr. Route 1, Box 65~, Harrells"lJC
2B444

LISTED BEIDlI '.,. THE LINISTERS LiE COULD NOT FIND
Il~ THEN.C. CONFERENCE JOUHNAL.THEYARE LIST~D IN
CHRONOIOOlCAL ORDER AS THEY SERVEDHERE:

·· ...r .

..
~. ~

"j: ..

,
'...,

1. S. l.f. Davis
2. J. F. Heitman
9. John R. Sa\'tyer
14. J. U. liallace
16. J. U. lvIartin
17. H. E. Brown
ae. Y. E. l1r1ght
20. C. T. Rogera
25. S. E. Ragland
26. 1!. E. Hocutt
40. J. H. Goodlrdn
41. Joe 13•. Young
43. H. ,H. I-1ontgomery
47. J. A. Hason
49. Robert S. Proctor
53. J. K. Horne~ Jr.

.•.•......

19



Bishop
ROBERT M. BLACKBURN

Raleigh, N. C.

District Superintendent
JAMES A. AUMAN
Wilmington, N. C.

Minister
GORDON E. ALLEN, JR.

Telephone 532-4340

WELCOME TO CENTENAR Y CHURCH

To those who enter this church remember it is the House of God; it is a
hospital for your soul. Please be reverent, be worshipful and be prayerful.
Please pray for the sick, the unsaved, pray for yourself, your minister and for all
people. We welcome you into our fellowship.



i~ congregation stand

CENTENARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
HARRELlS, NORTH CAROLINA

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++
+ Centenaryfs Centennial Celebration Sunday +
+ November 28, 1976 +
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +.+ + + + + + + +

Organist Mrs. O. S. Brice
Prelude Organist
Lighting the Altar Candles Acolyte
-Processional Choir

~<- The Call to Worship Choir
*Hynm liTheChurchts One Foundationll 297
* The Affirmation of Faith (738) Congregation
* The Responsive Reading "The Way of Lovell 652

(in unison)
Congregation~~The Gloria Patri

Special Music "The Church in the Wildwoodli Young
People1s Choir

The Silent Confession Congregation
The Pastoral Prayer Pastor
The Lord's Prayer Congregation

The Offertory Worship God With His Tithe
* The Doxology Congregation

Burning of the Parsonage Mortgage: Mrs. Rhodes Eakin



Recognition of: Former Pastors, Former Members,
and Visiting Friends, by Mrs. Pearl Newkirk

~eading of the Church History: by Melissa Shaw
Introduction of Speaker:
Scripture Reading The Parable of the Sower

Matt.13:1-23,Mark 4:1-20, Luke S:4-15
Message by Mrs. (Beth) J. Allen Norris, Jr.

*Hymn "Faith of Our Fathers" 151
~*'Benediction Pastor
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
+ Dinner in the Church Basement:after Worship Service +
+ +
+ Dedi~~ion of the Parsonage: 2 PM, at the parsonage +
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
+ +
+ THE FLOWERS IN THE CHURCH TODAY +
+ ARE GIVEN IN MEMORY OF +
+ FREENAN MAi1SHBURN +
+ & +
+ MRS. C. J. l<lARSHBURN +
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
SUNDAY SCHOOL DISPLAY:

In the Sunday School room immediately in back of
the sanctuary there is a display of some of the arti••
cles (scrap book, letters, bulletins,etc.)used at Cent-
enary Church through the years.
ABOUT OUR SPEAKER: Elizabeth McLamb Norris. was rear-
ed in Centenary United Methodist Church, and r8Qained
~ member until after her marriage to J. A. Norris, Jr.
They were married here in this sanctuary. Elizabeth is
the granddaughter of Amos James Johnson who was a char-
~9r member of this church and he was one of the trustees
-.,hosigned the church deed in 1S76. Beth' 5 husbandj
\llen Norris,Jr., is a great grandson of Daniel John-
n, also a charter member and one of the trusttes who
~ed the church deed in lS76.
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THE ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD

1976

Chairman Freeman Marshburn
Vice-Chairman A. Rhodes Eakins
Treasurer Mrs. Ray Nichols
Secretary Dixie Smith
Financial Secretary Mrs. Freeman Marshburn
Membership Secretary Mrs. Jimmy Barber
.Chairman of Trustees A. Rhodes Eakins
Chairperson Council on Ministries -. _. : .. _ Mrs. Melissa Shaw
Treasurer on Trustee Fund Mrs. A. Rhodes Eakins
Secretary of Enlistment Mrs. Margaret Peterson
Chairperson on Pastor-Parish Relations Committee Freeman Marshburn
Delegate to Annual Conference _ _. _ _ Mrs. Melissa Shaw
Health-Welfare Representative Mrs. Christine Bland
Lay Leader _ Ray Nichols
Communion Stewardess __ Mrs. Dixie Smith
Communion Stewardess Mrs. Wade Jones
President United Methodist Women Mrs. Sheldon Swann
Youth Member. Charlie Marshburn

Carroll Peterson
Ernest Newton
Wade Jones
Mrs. Virginia Gurganious

Harry Page
Mrs. Marion Jackson
Mrs. Rosa Lee Jones
Theodore Gurganious

James Perry
Geo. Kennedy Eakins
Jimmy Barber

MEMBERS AT LARGE

WORK AREA CHAIRPERSONS

Committee on Education Freeman Marshburn
Committee on Evangelism Mrs. Dixie Smith
Committee on Missions Mrs. Charlie Newkirk
Committee on Stewardship Mrs. Edward Bowen
Committee on Finance Freeman Marshburn
Committee on Worship Mrs. Rachel Peterson
Committee on Social Concerns Mrs. Freeman Marshburn
Committee on Ecumenical Affairs Mrs. Margaret Peterson

TRUSTEES

1976
Jimmy Barber
Charlie Newkirk

1977
Graham Harvell
Rhodes Eakins

1978
Scott Peterson
James Perry

Parsonage Phone 5324340
Parsonage Address: Rt. 1, Box 65V2
Harrells, North Carolina 28444
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PICTURE OF PARSONAGE



PICTURE OF NEW CHURCH (1976)
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