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HISTORYOF THECARRBOROUNITEDHETHODISTCHURCH

Carrboro Nethodist Church 1I-TaSorganized in July, 1910 vIi th approximately

thirty charter members. These included Mr. & Mr. T. N. Nann, Mr. 8.:. £fITs.

Fletche r Thrift, Fa'. & Mrs. vJ. H. Parke r , Albe rt Bouden, F. J. Ragan and mem-

bers of their families.

In the beginning, services 'Here held on Sunday afternoons in the frame

structure generally called,. at that time, liThe Union Chapel". This

building later came to be kn01-J11as "I'he Old Baptist Church". This building

Has torn dorm shortly after the present Baptist Church edifice Has built.

Shortly after its organization, the f·iethoc1.ist group moved to the school

building, a frame structure located on r1ain Street. The Church functioned as

a mission of the Methodist church in Cha~el Hill dul~ng the period 1910 to

1915. The late Dr. T'Talter A. Stanbury, whiLe serving as pas to r of the

Chapel Hill Church, served as the first 'Jastor of the Carrboro congregation.

The late Dr. l'.J'alter Patten also served as pastor during this time.

During Dr. Stanbury's pastorate the late General Julian S. Carr of Durham,

then President of the DurhamHosiery ;:C1ills, donated a plot of land adjacent

to the school property to be used as a site for a church building. The

little congregation immediately began to Hark, doing most of the construction

itself. In early 1912 the first service Has held in the nen edifice. This

little frame structure, located on Hain Street, served as the congregation's

pLace of trorehf.p for the f'o.Ll.otrl.ngforty one years .

B37 the year, 1915 the membership had increased to the extent that the

church's status as a mission of the Chapel Hill church ~-JaSterminated.

In that year, the Reverend hT. R. Shelton, a young ministerial student at

Trinity College was assigned as Pastor. The Reverend John It. Eduards, vrho



served as pastor in 1917-1918 ~fas the father of J. Paul Edwar-ds who later

served our present church.

The Jim Potts house on Shelton Street Has the first parsonage. This

vTaS not purchased by the church but simply rented for a very short period

of time for the Reverend B. O. Merritt. During the pastorate of the Rev-

erend B. O. £lIerritt, the church acquired its first parsonage. This house

is located on Hain Street and is nOHthe home of Uatts D. SparroH. In

1922, after the completion of the old Carrboro School, n01·7used as the

'I'ovn Hall, the church purchased the old school building located on Hain

Street and notr otme d by HI's. J. E. 11cDonald. 1\ part of it uas used for

adding classrooms to the church building. The remainder Has remodeled

for use as a par-sonage , This parsonage Has sold by the congregation in

June, 15'55 and a lovely seven room brick parsonage was built on Oak Street.

This parsonage tras completed in Decembe r of that year and tras dedicated on

Hay 23, 1961.

During the periods 1915-1928 and 1931-19)~.9the Carrboro i'1ethodist

Church vms a member of the Hethodist Circuit, meaning 2. group of tvJ'Oor

more Net.hoc1ist churches constituting a "chargeil served by one~astor.

This circuit was from time to time Quring t.hese periods officially design2.-

te d as the Oran@Circuit, Orange -Carrboro Charge, and the Carrboro Char'ge.

During ::::m:~ctica11y2.11 this time historic Orange Church, the mother church

of Hethodism in this irrnnediate vicinity ~ uas a member of this circuit.

Nerritt's Chapel, Hassey's Chapel, and Clover Garden churches were also

members of the circuit at various times. By 1949 the membershi.p of the

Carrboro Church had increased sufficiently to change its status to that

of a Ilstationll church, or a church I'dth a full-time pastor.

In 1952, during the pastorate of the late N. E. Tyson, a lot was ob-

tained on Hillsborough Road. The congregatd.on f'eLt that this lot was more



in the center of tOviTland that it afforded far more room for future ex-

pansion and for parkmg , The construction of the netr church began in 1952

and vas compIet.ed in 1953 at a cost of ~?b.3,ooo.OO.The first services '!rrere

held in August of that year. Hr. Tyson, uho had Horked so long to see this

new church, barely lived to see it completed, as he died a feN months after

it Has finished.

On August 10, 1957 during the ministry of Heverend J. Paul EdHards the

dedication of the Church Edifice was observed vJith Bishop Paul lIT. Garber

and Dr. C. D. Barclift, District Superintendent participating in the services.

It is interesting to note that the first organ was purchased and dedi-

cated vJhile Reverand Johnie L. Joyce tras our Minister; the present or-gan

Has purchased and dedicated vlhile Reverend A. S. Parker was serving this

church as }1J:il1ister.

This has been a growin3 church. Its membersip has gro~min the past

ll~_years from an approximate membership of 390 to 501 and an annual operat-

ing budget of :[,11,000 to ':54)-1-.)-1-15.

The church continued in its spin tual growth also and on September 26,

1965 "«Te observed the first Homecomingthat 1-Je had had in manyyears. This

was a joyous occasion Nith many old friends and former ministers and mem-

bers returning to make it truly a "Homeconring"; Reverend James G. 1:Jhito,

Jr. brought the morning message uith John Boone and Herbert l'Tatsonpar-td.c i «

pat.ing in the service and BobbyTyson preaching in the afternoon along 1rJith

Reverend Ernest Durhamsharing also in that service.

Then on October 30, 1966 after muchprayer and careful planning He 1rJGre

able to launch out. on our building program. Dr. HathaHayand Bishop Garber

whose Leader'shap in the N. C. Conference had long been an inspiration to

our congregation in inspiring them to commitment.;dedication and effort

were 1rIithus along Hith the many friends of our communityand others whose



encouragement and financial assistance played a tremendous part in making

the beginning phase of our program possible.

Following the 11:00 A. M. Service, Groundbreaking services were held

"t1TithBishop Garber, Dr. Hathaway, District Superintendent; Reverend James

G. hlhite, Jr, l'1J.nister; John Boone, Charge Lay Leader; Dick l1cCallum,

Chairman of the Building Committee; Van Thomas, Contractor; Dr. Ancel

He"rborn, Chairman of the Commissionon Education; Herbert \iJatson~ Chair-

man of the Official Board, NormaBrandon, President of the W. S. C. S.;

and Marvin Nipper, President of the Methodist Men's Club participating.

·vJorkthen began on the new Educational Building and renovation of the

old building immediately. It vJaS through the tireless efforts of all the

members that we saw a dream come true. OnOctober 8, 1967 ,,ye shared in

another grand and glorious day ""lith the consecration of the new building

and open house.

vie feel that the church has made tl~emendousprogross in all phases of

its troz'k and it is with gratitude that 1<Jerecognize this has been possible

and that the church can continue to grOi<Jonly through the dedi.catd on of so

many laymen and Laywomen,

Du.ring the past year improvements and additions vlhich were made are:

the completion of the remodeling of the Altar area, the enlargement of the

sanctuary with the purchase of additional pews, painting of the church and

parsonage along ~<Jiththe purchase of several major items for the church

and kindergarten program. Also, of tremendous importance was the gift of

:~)25,000.00at Christmas time. Amost successful year in Youth ministry,

the 1rJ. S. C. S. and Educational programs of the church have been realize d.

Also, our KindergartBn program has had its' most successful year thus far.

These are only a fm·. things -- we have grown not only in a material "'fJay



but in spiritual achievements whi.ch are far more important. 1rJerealize that
God has richly blessed us individually and as a church. The church has
grolVllthrough Christian faith and in active service to mankind. It has
been a joy and pleasure to see the fulfillment of our plans, however there
is still a ereat opportunity for service and a challenge.

As vJecontinue to grow and serve, we knojr that great days are truly
ahead for us. We see our dreams become reality more and more each year
as ~-Jework together to the honor and glory of God.

Listed beLou are the 11i..nisterswho have served the Carrboro Methodist
Church along Hith the number of years each served:

H A. Stanbury 1910-1912" .
G. S. Bearden 1912-1913
l:la1terPatten 1913-1915
Hi1liam R. Shelton 1915-1916
C. C. Alexander 1916-1917
John R. Edwar-ds 1917-1918
B. o. 1'1erritt 1918-1919
A. S. Abernathy 1919-1920
J. O. Long 1920-1921
J. ~v• Autry 1921-15125

J. F. Starnes 1925-1928
JYl. ~iJ0 Lawrence 1928-1930
Bob L. Poole 1930-1931
F. B. Jackson 1931-1932
L. L. Parrish 1932-1935
tv. Clark Ellzey 1935-1937
Floyd M. Patterson 1937 (six months)



J. Claude Chaffin

1937-1938

1938-1939

1939-19)~5

19)~5-191+8

1948-1953

1953 (four months)

1953-1954

1954-1958

1958-1961

1961-1964

196)~-1968

1968-

R. L. Crossno

J. ;(ern Ormond

Vergil E. Queen

Johnie L. Joyce

N. E. Tyson

B. F. Schuller

G. irl. Crutchfield

J. Paul Edwar-ds

A. S. Parker

James G. Hhite, Jr.

Nathan H. Byrd
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