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As the reader will find in this paper, both Bullock's and.St•• United

Methodist Churcheshave a great deal ot history s1nce their beginnings

until the pressnt day. It has been an enjoyable research project and

it is hopeful the reader will try to envision someof the occurrenoes as

they arose during the lif. and times of each Ohurch. I teel that I have

only touched brietly on the history ot Bullock's am StemUnited Method1st

Churches, but what the reader will find in this paper a.re the •• jor e'lE'ffTS AtIO

historical facts of each Church.



'nle Bullock '8 Methodist Ep1ecopa.lChurchwas organized in 18)2 in Granville

County, Horth .Carolina by a group ot dedicated people whowere a1Jlcere in

their rel1g1ous belieta ani respected their God. They were .en aDS.wo_n who

were not afraid ot work or hardships which faced th •• at various t1aes, thus

they were the kind ot people who18' to the establishment ot a strong church.

In tact, the early fa.lli •• of the Bullock's Church tauaht their oh1ldren

to be strong and maintain •. constant faith in God. Jecauae ot th1a powerful

spirit which existed both within the hoa. of the ChurohtoWlders am _be:a,

am within the Church itaelt, generatiolU have prcnllly stood up aDS.called

Bullock-. Methodist Church, -Blessed."

The Bullock'. Methodist Churohwaa organized jut "t1fty"'s.x years atter

the Declaration ot Irdependence was Signed, -am forty-three years atter

the Constitution of the United Sates was written bf repreeeutativee of the

'rh1fteea Srigi_l Coloni_." 1 Mrs. Kathryn Royster, a d_celllaDt of the

toUDLiersof the Bullock 'e Methodist Church ani a present ••• bar of th1a

Church has done Buchatll1y ooncerning the hiStory of bel'·beloved ChurchJ

Mrs. R018ter a1lltaiD8, -this section of Southam Gl'&uUle Count, ••

permanently settled between 1750-1765 by people of Ingl1ah alll Scotcb-Irail

d~ewt1Cho 8igrated froll Virginia am. Maryland." 2 The land 1Dthe GzanvUle

area appeared to be tertile enough to grow crops, Jet have enouch gzusl&1IIl

to 1'&18ecattle and horaes, and since the sol1 alll ol1ute were suitable

to the _rly descendants. the population began to grow. ADdas the population

grew in the Gmnville area, the need for spirit.l emohaent alao crew.

To help •• et SOH of the spiritual needs. "two acres ot land, tor a MethocU..t

Church, vas given by mwam Bullock, son of Micajah Bullock, whoca•• to
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Ganvl11e CoUDt1fro. Hanover OOunt1VirS1nia aroWll 116.5." 3 To go further

back in h1atorJ, it lI1ght be interesting to DOtethat .uch of the lard. 1D

Granville CoUDty••• origlua.lly given as a gft.nt bJl&rl ot ailamlle after

which amnvUle County ••• med.

There were tlve or1gizal trustees ot the Bullock'. Method1at Church,

three of whomwere brothers. _ward Bullock, Riob&1'dBullock, alll Leaozam

Bullook, alll aleo VUl1aa FlUl1Dgand Cluent Lyon. The cleelS,of whloh a

cop)' 111e1lO10llecl,for the lard. on whloh to lN1ld a Jleth041at Church ••

preaentecl bJ mwa1'4Bullook, whoO1fIledthe lalli, 011Septn'be:t 14, 1833 to

the Deeds Offlce. yet, the deed. wasn't acknowledged •• otfieUl UDtl1

a loveabar Court. ruling ot 184'. De.pite the de1&1in pttiq the cleecl,

"Bullock'. MethocU.atChurch wa. bul1t ln 183) 011a boll of 1&1Il1.0U

shaded b,y oaKS,. hlokorles, pln •• alii ced&1'8·na&r a epr1Dg ot o~:t vater,- 4

Althouah the bal141q •• qulte simple ln ooaatruotlon, it represented the

love, powerful. .piri t, alll long hoU1'8of work ot ~ talthful people •• a

sanctuary to God.

O.,e worshlp 111 the Bullock I.Method1at Ohurch cot wiler -1, it ••

placed In the Gmnvl11e 01roult, of the Danvll1e D1IItrlot ln the V11'g1l11&

CoDterence. Reverelll !enjaaln Wd was the tirst putor ot the Bullook'.

Method1at Church 1n 183). In 18)6. Whenthe Kort.h Cal'011ll&~Dt.nnoe ••

toned, the Granville C1rou1t was placed ill the RaleiSh D1IItrlot while

Reverem Henry Speck was the mWster, The .1ni.tera during the ear1118&ra

at Bullock's MethocU.atChurch •• %'\fedon an avezage of one to three y_ra whiU

the church was growlDg ln 1I.lIbership. It was durlng the putozate of R.venn!

Im T, Wychein 184.5"that the Method1llt Convention. whlch ••• In •••• lon In
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Lou1aville. KeDtuckJ, adopted the plan ot sep_tion in the Methodist Church

am set in aotion the forces that organimed.the Method1at Ep1acoJl&lCbUZGb

South." S Thus the Church WIler atuly be••• the Bullock's MethodiSt

Episcopal Church South. Manyoccurrencu in Method1Ba.(just •• the OM •• ationed)

am. in our coWl'tr, arose dur1ztg the early t01'll&tive 1KrfI of the Church aut

~t11 affected the Bullock·a Nethod.1st Episcopal Church, 1DC1111edaBODB

these OCCurftllCeBwas the war between the ltates. In 1861 -DJ ot the youog

aen of the Bullock fa Church jo1ned the ·p10qh be18 am other proupa 1D&Ill

aroUD! Gnnv1Ue County. am went away to f1gbt the _r. not kno1r1Dcwhether

they would ever return." 6 A,lthoqh allY of the Bullock's Metbod1BtChurch

fui1!8s exper1enced deaths due to the war, Bo.e of the a. d14 :tetvn to the

GSllVllle County area a.m it grew alll ~~re4, am so did the Bullock's

Method1st Church.~ Here I thl.uc a spectal triJ,ute should be exteDied to

those .en who fought 1n the war and did DOtreturn to their faaUies am to

the church that they 80 loved.

In 1862 the Granville Circu1t once aga1n chaDPd D1Btricta aDi this

placed Bullock's Methocl1stEp1acopa1Church South in the VuhlDgton. Horth

Caro1l_ DiStrict. While ill the WashlngtonD1atrlct, Reverem VUl1&aC.

Garmonam Reverem T.W.Mooreserved as the alll1atere. Still in 1872

the Gmnvi11e Circuit was again changed am placed 1Dthe Bal'2;&b District

while Reverem J.R. Griffith ••• the alD1ater. Anl in l8~. the Granville

Circuit was placed in the Durhaa District am naa1ned here untl1 1889.

during this tille the following Idnistera served Bullock's Methocl1BtChurch.

Revenm T.a. Moses. Reverem J.E. Urderwcccl,Revereal, P.L. Grooa, aid

Reverem J .S. Nelson.
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By 1870 the Bul100k's Methodist Eplsoopa1 ChurchSouth had crown

traen!oua1y in .e.bership, ami it was apJarent that a larpr buUdiq waa

needec1to aocoa04&t."its'. iltbtmJe Tbe people of the Churchwue so enthused

over the newbiti141Dgprojsct that they, am .ven their friends outside the

Church •• berehip, provided aoat of the •••ter1a1 alld labor for the newChurola.

There 18 enc10eeclin this paper a piCtUN of the Churoh,'~bu1lt In 1870,

which still staMs today, aDd 18 still used on ever, f1rat am thUd Swday

for WorshipServlc_. "It waa It. be,e.ut1tu1ChurcboOMtruoteclof heart pille,

put together with woodenpep am ham. cut •• ua. The interior •• plaaterecl

an:!.the woadworkfinished with wide hand dresaed boards. The pna were alao

hard dr.essecl and flnished." 7 Three sectlons of pen ore inataUed wlthll\f"

the Church with two s_11 rows on the l.ft _and right 8idea and a larger

aectlon fa the .1ddle.

Jot only did the Church experienoe growth, but the area aurro1Ulllna the

Church witnessed the building of the Seaboard R&1l.roIdwhich ran j_t in troat

of the Church. Around1885,' "the Churohsailed 88 progreSs whl8tled put

her door. Four passenger trains an:! two fn1ght t1'&iDastopped _en 4ay,.t the

statlon (aid telegraph office co.bined) in the a.ll villAp a halt-aUe

a1l&1f:r:oa the Church which was (aid atUl 18 known)as Heater. /. Post Offlce

ex1eted ill the coaunity and two _.11 stores which served a w14earea." 8

Consequentl,. as the cOIUl\U11tyof Heater grew, the Bullock'. Methccll8t

Church contlnued to grow ill .e.be_hip. By 1900, 175 ae.bers were 118tlll

on the ••• berehip roll. The aellberehip body of the Church_ a ve1'7olO11e

one an! worked11ke an entire f&aUy to _inta,in a spiritual ataospherefor

yoUDgand 014 alike. lfatU%'&lll.the Church faced hardships aid exoiting



5

slt_tlona, yet the;, faced. each ocourrence, as lt a%'Olle,toa-ther. "The

prsach1.Dg881'Vl088at Bullock'. tor -117 18&1'8.ere held. on eaoh th11'd

SUD1a,.,SUDla,.School each SUDlayami p1'&yeraeetlDp on Swda,. nlpta." 9

There ,.. a ajor event .hlch occurred tor -111 yare which sHMd to be

a hlAb point tor the Bullock'. Method1atChurch .e.bershlp, "The Protacted

Meetlng ••.• he14 the .eek tollowing the th1r4 SUDla, ln July. The .eek

prov1ded..eU tor the socal lite ot the 10UD8Wl_ alll .el1. The faa1l1_

ore large am. the weekbecameene of teUonhip alll v1alt&tlon. At DOOil

t1ae during the Iwda, •• et1ftg, the tables (on the Church groUDls) .ere

loaded .lth a variety ot toocla. A fres1dlnl Bl4er onoe .ade the nark that

th~ .ere sore prett1 glrla alii t!.De hQZ8_ at the;: Bullock's Method1at

Church than aD7 other Church in the Dlatrlct.· 10

In 1913 the Bullock'. Methodist Iplaoopal CharohSouth stooct prout

&8 it beea.e the Mother Church to the CreeclaoorMethod1st lp1aoopal Church

South, so•• ot the JOWl« _med couples aid a tew older ooupl•• ot the

Bullock's Method1st Church .ent to Creedaoor, a gro.1.Dgco_unit,. ate •

• U •• awa,., ani started the Methodlat Church there. As a result 1111920

the CreedJloor Circuit •• toraed aid the Bullock's Methodlst Church beoaae

part ot a newoircult, no longer a Church 111the oris1D&l G1'&llYiUeCirCuit.

The ne. circuit ••.• co.posed ot Bullock's, Creedaoor, !anb alll GroveHill

Methodist Ep1scoJll,lChurches. Revereal B.H. Blaok •• the appointed putor

to the ne.l, toraed circult.

As far &8 the wr1ter 6t this paper can tilll 111h1a research, the

Ste. Methodist Ep1sCopl.lChurch South, the other ChurchUllier stut, 111th1a
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paper, _, before 1920, ln the Granvl11e Clrcuit along wlth the Bullock'.

Methcdlst Church. From1887. durlng the pastolSts of Reverend P~L. Grooa

up untl1 the pastorate of BeH •. Black in 1920 there is .v~.nce that

Bullock's aid Stea Methcd1at Churches hruI tha ••• aln1aters. Theae ainUltera

are 11sted &s follows. P.Lo Groom
J.S. Nelson
V.A. Sharpe
B.C. Allred
J .M. Rlce1.J. Gattls
V-.H.Puckett
J.D. Pegall
C. V. Rob1naon
M;.':O.Gl1es
M.D.Hix
B.H. Black

1887
1888-89
1889-93
189)•.96
1897
1898
1899-03
1903-06
1906-10
1910-12
1912-16
1916-20

Beyon:!.1920 the Bullock's and Ste. MethccU..atEp1.scoJi6.lChurches "ere 1.ndifterent

circults. In 1952 the Bullock's am St_ MethocUstChtl1'Chesonce again ca.e

together an! formed thelr ownMethccUst Charge, Moreon th18 •• tter wUl be

expl&1Dedwhen the hlstory of the StemMethod1lltBpl.coplt, Churoh ls pre.anted.

"During the years 1924-1925 a concrete highway ••• bul1t parallel to

the ral1road ln fro. of the Bullock's Mathodl.t Church. Asa1.nthellttle

Church saw progress as cars aJll truclcll p&8sedby traveling at speeds of twent,

to thirty al1e_ per hour." 11

Durlng 1928 alld urder the pastorate of Revereld B.E. Stanfield the Bullock's

Method1llt Church experlenced another surp of growth. "SW'd.aySChool roo_,

a porch, am a _.11 11bxary were added." 12 Alao durlng th1a ,ear of

1928, 11ght flxtures were glven by Mrs. Sallle Bragg in a•• ory of her parents

Mr. an:!.Mrs. John H. Bragg. It 18 alao noted, that durlng th18 ••• 7Mr

aftorial W1MORwere placed In the Church ln lIeaory of varioua loved oneal
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Listed ,beloware the naaes in khose honor the lovely windowswere 8ivenl

Kate BraggAllen
Lucy Carol~e Jones
Benjaa1n V. Bullock
Mary Eliza !ullock
John C. Mitchell
Sophia C. Mitchell
Sidney DuncanBrag
Galena Gil1iem Bragg
John H. B5gg
Alice Mot1e1Bragg
mt_rd Bullock
Sally Dalby Bullock
Katie Lee Caviness
Earnest L. Crews
Sallie Be Crews
Maaie B. Heeter
B. Frank Hester

1859-1921
1858-1909

'1847-19141850-19181822
1855-19261866••1916
1825-19001850-1924
1773-18621775-18,56
1916-1926
1873-19581874-19.56
1871-195'1890-19'8

"In Sept_ber 193' the Bullock's MethocUstChurch ce1ebated ita

one humreth centennial with an all day service. A larp group attealed

am it was a day ot joy aM thankaglviq. Dr. Gilbert T. Rowepve an

inapiriDg addre8.,'The Catholicity ot Methcnail.· Dr. M.T. Pl18r had the

afternoon address on the subject ot !Methodia' Position on Soo1&lProble•• ' " 13
OnOctober 15. 1954 Hurricane Halllelstruck in the Heeter area alll d14'a

great deal ot d.aage to the beautitul aanct_1'7 ot the Bullock's MetbocU.•t

Church. The Church root was blow oft ai'll the interior _11 needed to be

rebuUt. Reverei'll Vereon Tyson vas the ain1ater at the tlae. An lnap1r1Dl

am uplifting ••• sap. by Reverem Tyson coablnC with the m:leteated spirit

ot the •• bel:8 ot the Church resut ted. 111the repa1riag ot the Church. AId.

although the Church ••• badly damaged.. the wonhlp servlcea were held 111one

ot the SuDl&ySchool Roo_ until repa1r8 were coapleted.. After all repaira

were made "v1aitors to the Church said it was one of the moat beautiful ot
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As mentioned earlier in thiB paper, pictUftd. below 18 the Bullock's

Methodist Church which has lie !oo. its uBben ani co_unity tor 105 yes.rII.

In addition, various 111..83 of 81nistera •• nill8 the Bullock's Methodi8t Church

.have been lIentioned, but I tee1 it neceaR2!'7 to give a complete l1at ot

those •• n who 1I1n18tered to tM people ot the Church 8ince ita 'I~:.:; t1r8t

ionhlp Servioe in 18)). The 11s't, 15 as tol10 ••

Benjamin K1dd
Robert O. Burton
H.T. Weatherly
HeDr1Speck
Joseph GoodJaan
Dav~ B. Nioholson
H.G. Leigh
ThoJiIUS. Call!p'bell
Joha Tillett
1m T. Wyohe
Ja.88 L. Nioholson
Nathan Amerson
Linville Hendron
V.M. Jordan
S~ney R. Tmwick
John D. Halstead
Peter H. Joyner
Moses J. Hunt
John v. FloJd
Junius p. Moore
William Harris
TheophilU8 V. Moore
Washington S, Chafta
William C. Garmon
T.W. Moore
V.C. Gannon
John Tillett
J.R. Griffith
S.V. Hoyle
J •.I, ThompBon
J.T. Gibbs
J.B. Martin
T.C. Moses
J .E. Underwood

1833
:t~183.5
18)6-31
18)8-)9
1840
1841
1942184)..44
18451846-47
1848
1848
1849
1850
185518.56
18.56
18.51
18.58
18.59
1860
1861
1662
1862
1864
1866-69
1872-14187.5
1876-79
1880-82
188)-8.5
188)-8.5
188.5-81

P.1,,$ Grooa
J.S. Nelson
V.A. Sharpe
B.C. Allred
J .M. Rice
T.J. Gatti8
V.H. Puckett
J.D. Pegmll
C.W. RobiMon
M.D. Giles
M.D.Hix
B.H. B1.&ck
V.A. B01&-l
J.J. Boone
B.1. Stanfield
W.L. Loy
K.F. Duval
E.D. Dodd.
E.C. Durhaa
E.B. Craven
D.D. T%&ynham
C.S. McCoy
D.M. Sharpe
V.G. Earrar
Boaer" Laaate
Vernon C. Tyson
V~E. Knisht
R.V. Leotard
T.E. Gensel
J.W. Hobbs

Myers
V.M. Nobels
H.D. Watson
J.A. McClung
D.B. GriBsolI

1887
1888-89
1889-9)
1893-96
1897
1898
1899-0)
190)-06
1906-10
1910-12
1912-16
1916-20
1920-24
1924-2'192,.29
1929-))
19))-)4
1934-)1
1937-)819)8-42
1942-46
1946-47
1947-.51
19.51-.52
19.52-.54
19.54-56
19.56-.59
19'9-601960-6)
196)
196)
1964-67
1961-69
1969-72
1972-76
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The Bullock's Unit&!MethlJdiai'. Church, as it 15 called toclay, 18 .iUl

a beautUul old. Church. Since its beg1nninga, the"Church has been 1DBtrtaental

in direCting the heart. am mime of :vctmg and.old alike tORm Godam thua

br1Dg1;]8about a deep, sincere. feelill8 for their Churcham their teUo •• n,

Manyit_ have been given to the old Chur~hand are still 'beiDs81ven, in

••• ory of loved ones Who 0 faithfully served the Church in the past-which

proves the Bullock's Methodist Churchhas been am. 115 still a ve'r1 laportant

part of its meabers' lives. Of the )4 aea'bermon role toclay, only 20 are

active. Yet it continues to :payits put of the Charge blIlget &lid oont1nu••

to have WorshipServices on eve'r1 tirSt am thUd. SuDlayat 11.00. .1m even

today, although the majority of its .e.bers are senior citi~ena, the little

.eabership continues to stam up with strength am proclAla ita Ohr1&t1&n

love for The Bullock's United Method1stChurch.

On the saae Chargewith the Bullock's United Methodist Chu%Chis the

Ste. United Methodist Church. the St•• United Methodist ChUrch1&alao in

Granville County, North Carolira five Idles fro",the Bullock'. United Method1&t

Church. The Stem United Methodist Church 18 located in the sall Village of

Stea, North Carolina. Although ita ••• bership 1&:._11 today, juat as Bullock's
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Methodist Church, there were tmes whenthe Stem Un1-,edMethod18tChurch W&8

v1brat1ng w1th growth aM development. AM eVen thougItJJgrowth 1n both Churches

is %'&ther l1rdted now, th0 "1:.~h".:1asmof the pr.et il! still quite pl.'MGntaal the

love aD! fello_hip of worJd.ng together st1ll exiate very strongly today. Just

as we have followed the Bul.lootOs United Methodist Churchduring ita .ore

prosperoUlSam nowaOfJewhatde(lllId ..2lg yttan" lot 00 now follow the h1stor)'

of the Ste. Un!ted MethOl,U.lt!ltChm->ehfrom 1ts begl:n.nlk1gH unt1l today.

The Stem United. Methoc'!1st Church 1s an outgrowth of the MOON"S Chapel

Methodist Churchwhlch origlm,lly ~tood Ilbout one mil~ south of the present

Stem village on the Stelll-Hf<sterRoad. Geo'1"t'e tah~Moorereceived. a lam grant

fro. the designated government of North Carolina. at that the in 1179. Later

George Lane Mooredoedad. to h1s son, John Moon. 22.5 acres of lam, am it

was on a portion of thla laM that thtt Moor••'a Cha' Methodist Church

wa&built. It is USlmE!d that t..'1eHoore's CMpsl Churoh was "bu1lt betw.en

1179 am 18140 Many8eell to think that the Boat correct date i8 closer to

the lata 1190'&. the exact date &8 to whenthe Moore's Chapel Methodist Church

was buUt 1& not known&8 most of the Church recoNs have been lOlSt. It a1ght

be interesting to note that while on an expedition to establish and nurture

Methodist Churchea in " , Granville CountYJ' . North Carolina, Bishop Francis

Asbury am "_oollpanion Lorenzo Dow visUod the Moore's Chapel Methodist

Church during the early years of its growth.

The spirit of Wethodisa, according to the deaoeDiants of the or1g1Dal

._bers of the Moore'&Chapel Methodist Church~1fU vibrant arid. strong

aaong the congregation for ~ny y~rs. On _ny oocasions the congregat1on

"would have all-day lIeetings.. two servicn 0 w1th d1nner on the 81"Ouni8." 15
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These woaerful occasions of sharing fellowahip a.ala together at Moore'. Chapel

Methodist Church were quite significant since th18 18 one ot the traditiona

which is stUl observed in the Ste. United Method18tChurch today. Yet, II&4ly

enoU8has 18 the case in aost situatioJ18 in lite, am the Church i. 110

exception, various aodem 14eas move111 am old 14•• an! tn4itioDS tade aRY,

no longer do w. have church .eetings which last a big part ot the da" or

even Sunday evening worship services.

In the late 1800's the milroad. depot was eatul18hed in the near})J

co_unity of St_ and J.'&p14g,:owth•••• ed to take place 111 the area aho.t

over-night. While the Village ot Ste. R8 in ita trnemoua growing .tap.,

there ft8 an .ttort on the part of SOH .e.bers ot the Moore'. Chapel MethocU.t

Church to .ove the Church to the Stell tf?wu.hip. Yet, th1a eftort .et with a

great deal at opposition. The yOUDpr.eabers ot the Moore's Chapel MethocU.at

Church were interested in purchasing an organ tor the. Churcham. at the

sa•• tille, also desired to build a newChurch in the proeperiq vm••• ot
Stem, but "the older __ bars were satistied with & 80ng lll4er like Mr. l'1&y

Moore"16 J.'&therthan SiDling to the auaic of an orpn, am they wiahlll to aep .

.the Church in ita original location. The older ••• bars Mintained ••that &

aeeting house •• no place tor a rauaical instruaent" ,17 and that the old

building •• sutticent tor their needs. Becauaeot the internal .trugle

'betweenyoungam old me.bers, & division occurred in the Moore'. Chapel

Methodist Church. As a result of this division, the yOUDprgroup whoanted

the organ within the Churc~~t.hed to .ove the Moore's Chapel Methodist Church

to the V1l1age ot St •• , were 1netrwaental in start1Dg the newSt•• MethocliatChurch.
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Deepite a deterained effort 011the part of those older _.ban Whorea1ne4

at the Moore's Chapel Church to keep the Old. Church fUllOtioniDaafter the

~t loss of younger aembers. it had to cloee clue to an event1ll.1lack of

atten!ance and support. After the Church olosed. soae of the old.er •• abers

whohad. re_ined at Moore's Chapel following the d.ivision. cl14cleoide to j01n

the St_ Metha4ist Church. But there were those ••• bers of the IIoore'. Chapel

Methodist ChUrchwhorefused. to Join the St•• Methodist Church am aftU1Atecl

themselves with the "RUSs81lites". wh1chare toda7 mon as the Jehovah

Vitnessea.

It a1ght be interesting to note that the bu1ld.1D8_ter1al hoa Moore'a

Chapel Methodist Church is at ill in ua. tccla7. Aft.r the Church closed.

Dr. P.R. Harel••• whobeca.e the ph18'io1&n-1n the St.a Coaaun1t1. boqht the

unused Church buildill8) and muchof the luaber troa the old. ChurchW&8used to

build part of Dr. Hamee's hOlle1n the town of Stea. Even toclayas ano_tore

of the a•• bars of Moore'a Chapel Method1st Church pus by the hoae tlw.t

was built for Dr. Hardee and hie faai1" (whioh is stUl stam1q alii is

nowPIled alii occupied by Mr. am Mre. C.S. Parr1ah) the1 aust efW1a10n

the womerful aoaents of ahariq tOletber 1n worship am love Ciurilll _117

of the years that the Moore's Chapel M.thodist Church IIU 1n exist.nc ••

The St•• Methodist Episoopal Church South _ or.n1eed. 1n 1886.

"The lam for the Church was liven by V1111aaSt•• in whoaehoaor the Ch\1Z'Oh

was •. aed." 18 The deed enclosed 1Dlioat•• that the reaist .•.•..tioll of the

lan:t for a "place of divine worship" 19 was _. offic1a1 on Ju11 )0. 1888.

hong the Charter a•• bers of the StemMethodi.t Churchwere "H.J. Stea.
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D.G. Bullock, O.J. Bullock, W.E.Stea, J.H. St8lll,am H.A. Steal The bu1ld1Dg

coaittee waa composedof R.J. Stem, H.A. Stell, V.E. St_ and.J .H. Steal

Timber for the building was cut from the trees on the lam of H.nry Webb. W.i.

St_ hauled the first load of lumber to the Churchsite in the tall of 1886.

Se1"l1ces"ere held in the sanotuary betore the ~r emed, ho".ver, the
112.0

building was not co.p1eted or dedicated until the spring of 1887.

Just as the Bullock's Methocl1stChurchwas ohangednaerous tis •• tro.

froa one district am oircuit to another, so was the Stell Methodiat Church.

Fro. 1886until the oonference of 1890there is ev~enoe that the St.. Methodist

Churchwas in the Granville Circuit of the Durha. Diatrict along "ith the Bullock's

Methodist Church. Although through .y st1l1yof the North Carolina Oonference

Journals am Minutes, I have been unable to filii that the St•• am Bullock's

Churcheswere in the GJ:&nvi11eCircuit together, but they d~ share the •••••

ministers during the years 1886-1920, in 1920 the Bullock's Methodist Church

becam. a part of the CreedaoorCircuit. A complete list of the .inatere of the

St•• Methodist Churchwill 'be supplied later in th1a paper.

From1890-192.5the Granville Circuit was plAced in the Raleigh District.

In 1926, with the Granville Circuit stUl in the Ra1.igh District, the Stea

Methodist Churchwas separated. troll the Granville Oircuit am beca.e a part

ot the newly fomed StemCircuit. In th1s St•• Circuit three Churchesex1steda

Stell, Calvary (solle of the lIlemberscalled this ChurchKnapp-of.Reedsalso), am

Robert's ChapelMethodist Churches. Am from 1927until WorldWarII the St••

Circuit was in the DurhamDistrict. It wasduring WorldWarII that Robert'.

Chapel am Calvary Methodlat Churcheswere removed.from the Stea Circuit.

During WorldWarII it becamenecessary for the Armyto purchase a large area
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of lam. in North Carolina in order to ainta1n a .ilitary lase, this lam 11&8

bought in Granville County am called. CampButner. Calvary (or Knapp-of-Reeds)

am Robert's Chapel Methodist Churches were located. on the lam bought for the

Aray's use aD! when the Armybase movedin, the two Churches were forced. to

close. Manyof the people whoattended the Calvary ani Robert's Chapel Methodist

Churches IIOVedto the Stem COllUllunity,and there joined the StemMethod1at

Church, yet others movedto Stelll, but never again joined a Church. Duriq

World War II until 1952, the Stem Methodlat Church remained on the St_ Circuit,

but "... associated with other Methodlat Churches in the area. Stem was never

strong enough to be an indepeDdent station Church because ot the small ••• bezehl1».

In 1952 a new circuit was formed, it was named.Stem-Bullock's Circuit. Fro.

1952 until the present day the two Churches have been on the salle Circuit thus

having the same ministers.

Although it was shifted to ani tro. various oircuits and dietricte several

times, the Stem Methodist Church grew quite rapidly in its beg1nn1Dga. It 1&

interesting to note that just as the Church vas developing, a nevapaper ot the

time called. "The Day" reportecl that on April 22, 1890, "the .e.bers ot the

St •• Methodist Church purchased a hanisolle organ." 21 Thus it is quite apparent

that the people who helped to organize the St.. Method1at Church, after the

division over an organ in the Moore's Chapel Methodist Church, were successful

in obtaining a musical instrument in their DewChurch.

On February 8, 1891. the first Church ConfereDce was held at the Stem

Methodist Church. Reverem V.A. Sharpe was Cha1rm&nand. J.H. Stem was

Secretary prc~tea until J.B. Myers was elected. as permanent secretary. It

was during th1s meeting that the fallily of Reverend.V.A. Sharpe .•oved their
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aeabership to the StemMethodist Church. Also during this meeting, B.J. Ste.

was elected. claas1ead.er, am it was reported. that the aved.ge attemance

in SundaySchool was recorded at 52. It was also voted by the Conterence of

1891 to JW.ythe preacher $40.00 per month. In 1896 the pastor!. Alary was

$640.00 per year, am in 1922 the pastor's salary had. increased. to $1,12.5per

1ear.

In the early 1920's "The adios Aide SOCiety"was fomed, am from its

beginnings the ladies workedhard to help the StemMethodist Church in &DJ

waypossible. It was noted that this society gave playa, suppers, parties,

am banquets 1n order to raise lIoneyfor needed ite •• in the Church. In the

late 1920's the-tadies Aide SOCiety"mised enoughmoneyfrom their -111

Projects to purchase &piano for the Church, the old organ was 110 longer uaeab1~.

In later years this active group of womenadopted the newtitle ot "Wo_n's

Society of Christian Service. II And.in recent years the title has again

changed ani the group 18 nowknown&s the "United Methodist Wo.en." o:e)ne misht

add that this group of womenis still very active and. continues to f~110wthe

traditions ani footsteps of the early "Ladies Aide SOCiety"as they continue

to do very beneficial acts for their Church.

Because of the increase in SundaySchool attemance, four newSunday

School Roomshad. to be added on to the rear of the existing StemMethodist

Church building in 1922. Again, projects by the "Ladies Aide Society" am

other Church .embers .ere urder wayto help pay for the needed Swday SChoo11

RooJIB. It is interesting to note that while the StemMethodist Churchwas

striving to JW.yfor the newly added Surday School RooJIIS,"a group of
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IO..u.·-Kluxnansman entered the Worship Servioe one evening just aa Reverent L.H.

Joyner (whoserved the Stem Methodist Church fora 1922-1926) 1f&8 about to bepn

his service. Reverend Joyner arose and the men, whowere robed in white,

came forward am handed the min1ater a package containing fitty-one dollars. in

one dollar bills which 1f&8 to be applied to the bill for the newSundaySohool

Roo••• " ~~. Acco1,'dingto rU8S CarmenStea, whois a desceld.lit of the orig1Dal

St •• famUy, 'the leader of the Kl.&nread the Klan Creed, al'ld in addition to

the moneyhe handed the minister a letter which. td in etfect, 'the Durha.

Klan 95 appreciated the good work the StemMethod18tChurch 1fU doing.' " 2)

Atter their presentation, the group of Klansmanleft.

On August 14, 1921 the Stea Methodist ChurChheld ita f1ret Annual Hoaeco.ing

Day Celebration, Miss CarmenStem, who~ttended this oelebmtion, ••.intaina,

-approx1m&tely1000 people were in attenianoe for the great event." 24 MaIl1

people in the Stell Methodist Church ani co_unity have stated on Doerous

ocoaaions that the Christ1&a fellowship, the food, the .usio by various

quartets, am the Sermonby Reverem Belton Joyner, at this 1921 HoaeoOlliD8

were superb, Sinoe that great event on August 14, 1921, the St•• MethocU.et

Church has continued to have an aM1B1Hoaecomingcelebration.

Manyother great events have oocurred in the more recent history of the

St.m Methodist Church since that great Homecollingof August 14, 1921. For

exailPle, in 1<}4)newpulpit furniture was added to the Church sanot\&ry, in

1945 the Methodist youth Fellowship was orsanized aad 18 still funotioniD8'

in 1952 the Church was remodeled, in 1913 an organ was puraba.sed, ani in

1915 the United.Methodist ani AmericanFlags were dedicated. These various

additions to the Church have combined to help to .ake the Stem JIIethocUstChurch
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a very lovely one and to establish the proper ataosphere in which to experience

the Worship of God. Just as in the Bullock's Methodist Church history, pictured.

below is the Stell United Methodist Church which has served its .e.bars am

co_unity for 89 years. In addition, various nalles of ministers servlng the

Stem Methodist Church have been mentioned, but I feel it necessary to give

a complete list of those menwhoministered to the people of the Church siace

its f1r8t Worship Service in 1886. The list is as to110ws.

P~L. Groom
R.J. Nelson
V.A. Sharpe
B.C. Allred
J .H. Rice
T.J. Gattis
W.H.Puckett
J.D. Pegra.
C.W.Robinson
M.D.Giles
M.D.Hix
B.H. Black
FoB. Noblitt
L.H. Joyner
A.L. Stevenson
J.A. Gist
C.H. Kelly
A.C. Tholllpson
JoV. Lineberger
J •F. Starnes

1882-1886
1886-1890
1890-l8~
1894-1898
1898-1899
1899-1900
1900-1903
1903-1907
1907-1910
1910-1912
1912-1916
1916-1920
1920-1922
1922-1926
1926-1928
1928-1931
1931-1932
1932-1933
1933-1935
1935-1939

HoL. Rogers
J .A. Limse,
V.B. Royals
JoK. Bostick
B.H. Dickson
J .A. AWlllLn
J .n, Murpby
R.I. Epps
J.R. Regan
H.L. L-.ter
V.C. Tyson
W.E. Knight
R.V. Leonard
T.E. Gensel
J.W. Hobbs

Myers
V.M.Nobe1a
H.D. Watson
J .A. McClung
D.R. Grissom

1939-1941
191f.1-1942
1942-1944
1944-1945
1945
1945-1947
1947-1948
1948-1951
1951-19'2
1952-1954
1954-1956
1956-19.59
1959-1960
1960-1963
1963
196)
1964-1967
1967-1969
1969-1972
. 1972-1976

In donc1usion I might add that both the'BUllock~s am St. United.Methodist

Churches have experienced the pangs of sorrows am the joys ot laughter by young

am ~old alike throughout their very historic tilles. But I can say, as their

.inister, that both the Bullock's ani Stea United Methodist Churches have

braved ani weathered each storm of sorrow successfully ani have beee•• stronger

as a result of these storms. both Churches have also reaped benefit tro. the

eXPerience of sharing in each other's laughter and huaan fellowship as is
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ev1dencecifrom the warmthof Christian love Whichis felt upon entry into

both Churches. I have been their minister for four years now, alll I have

cried alll laughed with the meabership of both Churches,alll mylove for th •• ,

u their love for each other, "111 always continue to grow, Certainly

heritages of the Bullock's and StemUnited Methodist Churches are rich

ones which filled the memberswith love for their God. their Churches and

their fe110••• n which baa been expressed and experienced generation after

generation,

e:..It, };~1~lf;;j:
>,.,.
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