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k ~ !'orewor¢) Ju /u ~);2.
lIistory is .uoh an a1le80lDe atut!y to malVt lor it 'Lrir.es us faoe to f'ace

with a Godwho is ao'tive in Hi. oroation. Today we atop the march of motor.!

for a 'oriel review of the "'tradi tiona of the- fathers" and tho grave respot1cibili ty

of holdil'l4' high the "'torah of tNt;b.·t whioh baa "o~en paS6Lld on to us. :l'ha-trir..lo

and'tri"oulat1ons of our lore"oearer. &lld' the 8tr\.ie$les of t..'10 p:esant ger..eratioll

are "out ripples on the sea of etenU ~, yet the pl'elude to 0.. grcwing aWfU'i:l1cSS

tba-t we live in atemi ty in the h(;l'e and now•

.This writ~r \lould like to upr",us appreciation to tha Con;mittee in the

:Bethlehem Unitad Methodis t Churoh who worked SO hard in sa therir~ up the Lnf'ormatiOl\
, "

that has ieen used in :p\.4ttir.g this historJ together. }lost of the material Mod

in wri tine the b1stor,r was 0'0tsined by the committee from IllaAYsources , ~his

'olriter baa tried to identif'y theill sourcea as well as his own that have been u:Jl?d.

Mrs-. O. S. Council, and ~. r:. C. Council.

The records of the ohuroh reveal saorifices whioh have beGIn ma.de by dovout

souls, now gone on, to brill« lletltiehelll. Churoh where it is todaY. 'l'hey have ~lid8

the prElsent memDers h4t1l'8 to CTel'1t traditions. 'l'hoU&h absent, .• tthey re-dedicl_,t~j

this, Generation to Ir tssk now beco~e doubly theirs. that through the beckonin;·~'

ye3.rB the tradi tiona of the ohurch, whioh the] loved, lIlaY liv(; and relive, in \/;)r~

and fai tho n The true history of an;; ohuroh 18 to be found in the lives of ~LQ':lcn,

women, and ohildren who bnv.e' &ocepted 1t as their a:pirl tual home.

Rev. H('tBhA. Odom, President
Bladen CO\lll'tyP.ictorical Society a.nd.
Pa.stor, First Baptist Church, Dublin, ~:.C~
June 14, 1974
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A Tributo

In eVer:! purlod in the histor'J of old Bethleh~ t':8 !.J-..oti::.:::.; :';':'.urc:-.tl'.,,::.' ~

ho.ve been many hero.1c and faithful servants of Chris t W:-.0 ~l<:l.v.:: kt;pt af>...::a i:r.

the "hi te Oak Communitf the torch of a li vir~ f ai tho 'l'he;s c: SOY0 sacrificic:l1;r

of thoir talents and means to make the church a spiri tua::' pcver in the

ccmmurrl ty.

The Church todaY is a. 11ving tri but o and a Lns ti~ r:o."Cor:'e.l to tho:;;e who

nobly began the church in the COmI;;wU ty of 'vim to Oak in the es..rly day:; of

nineteenth century and to those who tllrcur:::l tho ~'E;[l.l.'S ha'ife adc.ed so richly to

her pro~ress. '!he church todaY ahou.Ld ci.t)rit3r. tho l:eIT',ory of those who r.a.\}.(j

ended thui:r labors and errtozed into their oturnal l"iist. Let us lift OU' hef'.rts

to Cod in gra.ti tude for thoSQ who have sha.red in thu rich s:;Jiri tt.al heri tM',)

of Bethleh~ Church.

The hE:roic bf.ltr-:"nnill6of Eo:: thle1.0;:' Uuitoo lflethodis t Churoh lies unknown.to

arr:J of us in the annals of time.

,~~'t History docucen ts for us tho visit of Francis Asb\:.IJ", first and o'oates c
.' ,

bishop of Amerlcan }:e-.;:-.o~ism, to Whita OakComltunity as eo.rly es 1787. In hi.,

Journal on l-1a.rch 7. 1787, hv wri t€S tha.t lie "crossed the main fork of :Blaok

River, and CaJI\(;) throut;h a. wild country to Colonol Ii;..... • 0: the co1011el'l..

wife is a' tender, devoted .•••Ol!;all. II 1 Bishop Francis Asbury was a ,close pcrao: ..,l

friend of the Richardson family and ofte.'l viai ted, lodged. and preached at the::..!'

homes. When the news t!'aveled through the oommuni ty that Bishop .A.sbu.:ry WaS in

the communitf the orowds would gather at the Richardson horee, "Harmony Hall" J

and "Purdie Place" across the river where EliZabeth Purdie Bietard8on's son,

Ja:nes S. Purdie lived. At theBe homos the people eacerly listened to the p~..e~,cl:.ir..c'

of the Gospel by Bishop Aobury. These visi ts by Asbury 1:0:;; t 2.ikely Lnf'Luanccd
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we rede s evon miles, and Were oompelled to ferry oure oLvoc 0\"<;:: Ca.ve :~eaI' :0.".,'(:r,

a;£ter being detained nearly half hour in the rain~" .!':.·~::<d::(,~,'7 I"! e l:v..:l:..0')'..At

t'.tant;"J-t\lo miles to'mako to reach Purdy's Chapal. ".J.. __ ,

2Snethen preachl3d in the court houso; I was silent."

\', . ..,"-hJ.....:i. ..•..e

suffering from pain in the foot vn» sc ro indeed. C01ll0 in 1:0 1"::,,.)fj Ricl~ti'~':;0::.f8 in

the Elwmiri(;. The parents of this mn.;.".died in pU[J.cc. 'I'UfJ$cL:3Y, d. rido of thirty

miles brought us on to A1e:>.:anderk ..r..,::':,J,,·' :5

'l'hOl1 on the Sabbath, 27 (FobI"'..l.2.!"i:, 1811, AslJury writes tn his J·o'...l.rnD.l: "I

prc;lched i:1 the morrri r.g and ai'teIT'.ocn. 'l'l-.e congreGtl. t.i.ons \010:"'0 largo, .:!:d I f el t

off pretty scorn ••...e cau ta onod- the ferryz:-.an, who had placed. l:::b fll.l~; uo ;,G to 1e

upso t ; he vas OIJ:::tinate, :•.nd would not alter her posf.t ionr in jU;;II)('!d tile ];.11'1..1,,0)

over went the skiff; our lives \-101'0 er:dar-eol'e;u.: the horses re6.ched Wit o;:y;"j:;ita

some of our books and 'papers were wetted, but not spoiled •••• Tuesuil,)', we :pnd"od

on to AmoaHichardaonls, and thon0e a.fter dinner to Jo.:nos Pu."dy's (Jl).lllc", I'i.u'\ly

lived in Bla.den Coun1i;y, N.:>rthCarolina) I I preached in thu everJ.r.e;. I have been
,~

d.eeply a.Xflioted With an influonza; but God is With co, and suppor-ts me;" T

On Fridny, Janua.ry 17, 1813, he l-;rltee in his JOur:'.al: "Fric.ey, we had a

oold ri~.u to ~os Rich3..I"deon's ••• " 5 'l'hen on ThUl"3da;y, Jcr.t.c:? ..:J'· 21, 18}.;5, he

records: "A bitter cold ride of thirty miles broUGht us to Jam03 ?u:rdyl~~.
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~rea.t pain •• " 6

ki·u1:....7. \;0 see this de<iica.tion in his words 't,=i tt",/l. i;: {-..LaJ0a::.':r..::;.1 on ~·:'l":o.)h 17,

1782, "I l.Ull willine to tra.vel and prec.ch as lor~ i.u I live; .."no.I ho~e I Lt.:lll

no t li ve long a£ter r am uns11e to traveL II

told that lie'l. Snmuel Oneal Riche;lu~cn, son of CaL JnlC83 end Elizagct~'l. O.:-.(;.:~l

Cor.fereriCE),. t:w~h not in the travelip,s; connection. Ec spen t the {:::rcnt~J:'~ .~·t

of his life in the carvi ce of the chuz-ch f:l.llin!S a pulpit (>r.ell 5::1bbath mol. .1'"0' .~;.;
, .

also teac:une !:i~scrvnn t.e ar.d J':l'rl.i'C thew prorapt in t~leir ;;t:tanc!.uli.C6 at (LtJ

sl8.ves that on each Sabbst..'-1 !;.ol'nir.,z tr.C~lW(.>:'eall r'cqutr ad to repa.ir to tht;) ..••iZ

the Sarip ture Leescna to them, t('achi ~..:; t::e.a a1l::0 tne h;,Ilr.r.~ and he.vine t:lr,m

participate in the aor~ service.

r~
'buil t a church on his land that vas

This Rictardan. fa;rJ17 history tells us that Rov. SalIluel O. F.ich~.:L'dson

called "Bethler •.cmll and that 11.0pret,cl.ll!d at

this church eVery mor, H.o ~e l:i6tOry saYs that this early flBethlohuJ C!1;..u~oh" 'i:'l.l<l

1008.ted. a mile and l£ half down ~ho river below the hoxr.eand it was' said tLn t on

preaching dllYs the church was 1';..:100 to i to U UnOB t capacity by w11-1,te Et!'ld )) l'L<.:k to

hear Revo Riohardson preac~ A:l of his children united •••i th tJle- Y.etbodiat
,,.-/

Chul.'ch. _,--,----
~-.

Rev. Richardoon vas born on June 11, 1770, at "Harmony I~ll1~
r

Nary Ann Smith, daughter of Samuel and Sophia Smith, e: _!lladen County en J alJ.U.J,":':\'

17, 17950 lie took grca t int.a:cest 1r,the affairs and pro~re8$ of hia county (.ud

statt3, in politics affiliatinG' with t.'le 'dhigii and he rep:-esc.r.ted Bladen County in

the House of Ocmzona in 1801 and in t;:~ Senate for 1802 and 1803.

\( The story of his conversion is CiYon us in 1;:1(; HIsr.:.\:/RY 0::' E2:r~rODISH IN l:('>ItB
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meeting a.t Town Creek noar Wi~ngton, N. C. \/<J arc tole, ':!-'\:; t:ds cc.r.·.~~;:.C(;t,;.,_..:

pray you. II :Before ~e'-ha.d finishtJd, tho shouts and ..;:;:-i €:£ ;)1.' E.':) ~,eo."llu co__~'18·.ely

d.rownad his voice. <..: This was in the s eex: 1803. :";:'I.::.-.;.cl :-.lcl~<J_c',i._;;n ;rof'~.:;:'.,;;a

they turned into preachers W12 (;Or,:;aH,ceJ 't:.l::"}~in.; to o t l.c rs ,

down and reraai.ned un tLl, tr...~ obto.i~.E:d. pardon, Richard.SO:l c4.i.J. i,ot s tc p l.;:;re, but

bcga.~ to holci. IJr~er lLi!€hnC2, 1.D.2. '::ry t:.e time tta presidine elder :;"C:\CllE:U ~·~.L-.;(jch.:,~-

son! 8 neigr.J:,or.r.0cG., on tho nex t round , i'ift/-ulO hnd professed. rGlit1or .• 7

Di::.t:-ict Cn,.'CP meetil".g in lB03.

'J:he second child. of ltev•. SllCuul and Nary SId th Richa.:rci:.;oI1 "'.:t~Dr. J~t:,;;';;

Stepf.en Richardson who became a Kethodbt trinieter and a. pr,y~iciano Ai't(!:::, U./J

mu:criage to Martha Terry of U...son County, N. Co, he made his horne in l:Wul'1.;::'00,

1'. C., an.•.d both arc buried in the old Purda o Cellletcr"J r~enr Purdi€J C;.-....:::-ch.
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. near Tar Hoel mentions his death _. ;:er diar.f. She ",·:.:i t<;:~: '':::~rch 1, 1851, I

hea.r this morninG the Rev'd S. No Richardson is dead , ~Iehns tC8i1 ccnf'Lnsd tc

his bed for two years.'l On the followiI1G day she records: '':·:801'oh2, 1351. S"bh~th

dAY0 His remains are to be cOn£ligr;.ed to the oarn ••••a.D he is r.r: old nJ.rl. r.iL:-.ly

r os pac t.ed nQigr.bor."·8 The inscription on the tOl:.b!3~ne of L-.J..c founcie:::,of

3ethlehzlll Chur-ch rendsl

1t1'houehfilial affection could rC:1r a I:.om.:.:~c"t
'l'ha la.nguase 0;: the deceased would. have beon:

Carvo not a line, raise not a ~tone
Bu t leave n:e alone wi th my gLory , II 5

,r~ If the RichardGon f'a:nily tr:::cii ti or, i::: coz-rcc t , th0~1 \ole carr Le renscIU:":~' nur e

Office, Bladan County , N. C., to show t!-at a d",cd Wa.S ever IM.C.C~i\.-ir~ U-.i$ Land to

tho church, It is also reasonalilc 1ut canno-t be proven th."l.t :~-.t1church .•..0;:, t: (;",~u,d

abCJ\,;,t 1803 following thG converci cn of Sar:l\,;,c:1 rucr..u:;.:d30n Rt Town C1'ec:i~near

'Wilmingtvn, 1[. C. ~,
'rhe RiCha~~n far.ily traC:i tic~ r ocorded said tra t on pr-enchi.n,:!; dayu tr.c: c;'llu'oh

Wa;,;; fill(:j, to 'its utmost capacity 1y whito and bLack to :.0a.l.' l1cv, ;Ucharci,j(J,1 kt'('r.oL.
/

It is re,ge0:ta.ble that the crowds ol:i..n(;' too great for this firf.lt sf.".."l.ll place oJ: ~!I)~'lJid P

1er1/to the re;l:ova]. of tho church to It ne.••100ation and the bu11dir~of _8 ID,.::'Co:c
I

r~pso of ~or~hip~
,
\) Land ncv in tb(J possession of l'i.r. A. B. Rica of ,",hito Oak Comnur.i. ty 'il.! 8V.ll

knovn today as the old "Bethl ahen field."

tho 01-,'.l1'c11 was located across the river and most likely \,fithin D. few miles oi: tho



axe two rofcr,mcez that would apply to this first Lccazi c:'., S:-,.;.\I:.'i tes i)l r,c;.'

have gone to preachine; at :Bethlehem."

There is no known uesc:dption ava i.Lau Le to tull ua ab')u-:' L:~·i.S fiJ:st c~:"1..:.:::..;;~

'building, but it waa most likely a. one room muse of ,,·on.:J.p vni.c h wns t!'..,; cC.:'!::·.0:l

style for that day.

IH Some few yea.rs nit.er thE/ death of Rev. Snr..uel 1~. rUC!:~l::"(;SOr. the chur-ch dc<..:iJed

The land upon \.Ihidl ;::.t.cr« :.ouoc of \(o:CGb.i~) 'N[ .s to b.:.: o\.:..il t vac gi Yon 'cy

plot of thi3 Land is avsibble anr, i:: found in the reco.'·d.nbf 131e.deh--Cowl'tyo It

stateD ths.t the pl.ot; represents a .i':;"~'" of Land eiven by Dr. '::o:J1S. It..C!41.l.·(~:l•..-n

"ior the 12u.rpOl$O·01 erectine; a l:etnod.ist C;lllrch or•••Beg'l~i~; a t a pinE, trel3 the

Sotit.1. E.a!:;t corner of tho Sc1'.oo1 10-1; ••.• 11 ~is plot con ta.tned two and K:/100 ac rcu,
. -'71'" , rc.h ..•~i¥t [or-r! - o« '[),<

'i'he deed is dated SOl)tembo:"16, l6)[,.-/~i? or;JIJV.d I; IN la .
. RylJ-lt)')I IdtU·J

,/ ~
we can be rOa.:3onably sure th<'tt a church MUSe .iUS 8001";. r:cil t on tnf.a n,',!\.

location.

Was fer a cru Ld , Daniel Melvin, wbo vas born on ¥.arcr. 23, le:;,6, and divd on

Novem'bo:c15, 1858. So the church linn most likely built iT. 1858. '1'hono:ict oldest

gJ:'llve is for John A. Dunham, 1834-1862. He was. a- Confederr. to So!dier and iiiI'd in

Ea.ttle, Fredricksburg, VirlP-nia. __~z~beth Ellis ilobeaon raonta ons tha.t on--
"D6CCtlber 25th, 1062,. Chris't.maE DaY••• H~~~ It.)'uO.:lo::, and I vorrt tv see Col.

Purdie's servant jus t come home froz:: the J...:r:m:y. lie ten:&- ~e Ev .ndor is quite Ut·,I/c;ll.

He also tells UD tr.a. t John A~ Dunham VIl.3 killed in ba ttl<J ••. II
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toys went wi th SOJn"\.:.eland John Dunr.am to Betlj.lehe~ Coo:::::!."
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