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BETHEL l·lElHODISTCHURCH IN soura ALAHANCE COUNTY
The exact date of the organization of Bethel Church is unknown, but we ~o

told that Rev. Alexander Albright preached the first sermon ever delivered at
what is now Bethel. 'lhiswas before any building 'vasprovided. In giving this
sermon he stood on a large rock in a grove a fev] hundred yards south of the pre-
sent church.

From the minutes of Orange Circuit, we find that at Salem on April 30, 1836,
the following plan of preaching places was adopted:

First Sunday-------Salem
l1onday-------Chestnut Ridge
Tuesday~T~---Rehoboth
1rTednesday----rest
Thursday-----rest
Friday-------Fogleman School House (now Friendship)
Saturday-----rest

Second Sunday-------i'lt.Hermon
i"1onday-------rest
Tuesday------rest
1rlednesday----Nt.Pleasant School House
Thursday-----Silcr City
Friday-------Tabernacle
Saturday-----rest

Third Sunday-------Shilovl
Monday-------Bethel
Tuesday------l1ountain School House
Wednesday---- ? (unable to read it)
Thursday-----Grays Chapel
Fridqy-------rest
Saturday----- ? (unable to read it)

Fourth Sunday-------Piney Grove
Honday------Hickory Grove
Tuesday------Foust's Old House
1flednesday----Lindley's Camp Ground
'Ihursday-----Cook's
Friday-------D. Foust's
Saturday-----rest

As this is the earliest recorded date that we have been able to find, we
consider that Bethel Church was established in 1836, although it probably "las
earlier than that.

In 1936, under the pastorate of Rev. Hubert L. Isley, Bethel Church
celebrated its One Hundredth Anniversary.

Before Bethel Church was built, services were held in an old log dwelling
house known as the Bobbet House, which stood in the field just south of the
present church.

In 1841, Mary Foust, widow of Peter Foust, Sr. and mother of Peter, Jr.,
John, Sr., and Daniel, deeded to the trustees of Bethel Church, John Foust, Sr.,
William NcPherson, Sr. and vJilliam Albright, four and one one-hundredth acres
and sixteen poles more or less of land on •..Jhich to erect a i-lethodistProtestant
Church. The church doors, however, were to be open to any and all denominations.
Any person with due authority froDl the North Carolina Conference, or other means,
was to have the right to hold services in the church, which was built in 1842.
It stood just about where Rev. G. W. Holmes and Gray LcPherson burial plots are
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now located.
The church was a long wooden building with the pulpit in the l'\orthside and

the doors in the east, south, and west. The windows were small and the panes of
glass were very small. The benches had backs of two slats. Colored people sat
in the east end.

As the church was small and could not accommodate the large number of people
who attended the camp meetings, which were held every fall, a large wooden
arbor was built just south of the church and services were held under the arbor.
The pulpit was in the south side qt the arbor. Scats were made blf putting down
logs and bhcn laying slabs or planJ!s across them. 1r.lheatstraw was put on the
dirt flcor, especially thick about the alter and the mourner's bench.

Hany families of the community built tents around the arbor and camped there
during the meet.Inga, These buildings 'Vlereplanked up and down and consisted
of two rooms in which the people cooked their meals and slept. ]he beds were
curtained off with homespun bedspreads. Some of the pecple camped in their
covered wagons. Beds were fixed in the church for the preachers to sleep on.
There were of'ben f'Lvo or six preachers who would cry, "Al1~Ntl, during the
services, and many of the people would shout and praise the Lord. Among the
people who had wooden tents there, we mention a few. On the east side of the
arbor: David Moore, George Stockard, John Foust, Uncle William Foust and son,
John A. Foust; on the south, Sabert Thompson and Joshua Perry; and on the west,
Thomas 'lbom)son and Dennis 1:lood. Some member- of the family l>1ouldgo home t.o care
for the stock. For instance, in the John Foust family Arlando, who was not
married wouLd take some of tho men home with him and sleep there.

Prayer meeting was held in the church on the first Sunday in each month
until BetheL became a station church in 1955.

No list of the charter members of Bethel church is available.
Some of the earliest official memb6rs recorded are: William Shaw, John

Crawford, 'Ihomas 'lbompson, vVilliam McPherson, John Foust. John Stout, vVilliam
McPherson, Jr., James Griffin, ~~illiam ltJorkman,Simpson Boggs, HiralT'Johnson,
William Johnson, \Villiam Albright, William Stafford, Robert Shaw .•Oliver HcPherson.
l1. little later were these officers: \iilliam Foust, Berry Davidson, John Fowler,
Thomas Stafford, George Stafford, William £no~ I'lcPhersonand John Shaw.

The earliest Hembership roll that we have recorded is in 1858 and gives
only the names of the male members. vie are placing here the names of their
wives and the dates to help identify them.

Eale members of Bethel Church in 1858

Oliver McPherson ••••••••l823-1902

(Susan Hornaday)(1. Polly Wood)
(2 •. -Ef.eanor- Stockard)
(Susan)
(Sarah Thomas)
(1. Car-o'I i.ne Brnwer)
(2. Celia Hill)
(1. Deborah Newlin)
(2. jI'ialindaLambe)

1795-1813
-1819

1802-
John Foust, Sr••••••••••1789-1860
William Albright ••••••••1791-1871
Henry Stout ••••••••••••••••• -1893
vlilliam HcFherson, Sr •••1167 .•1A71
William McPherson, Fr •••1821-1R79

l7R8-l854
1824-1869
1843-1910
1825-1851
1824-;898
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Wm. Enoch McPherson •••••••••1809-1864 (Nancy Dark)
Eli McPherson •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• (never married)
J. JOlJ'ramIvicPherson••••••••.•1832-1900 (1. Lucinda York)

~ (2. Luena Edwards)
John Cr~1ford ••••••••••••••• 1801-1874 Never married
Simpson Boggs
Jacob Boggs
Palaam McVey •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• (Jemima :lvloon)
~jilliam Johnson
Hiram Johnson
Isaac Johnson
James Griffin ••••••••••••••• l822-1897
~Hlliam Sttafford•••••••••••• l824-1902

(l.
(2.
(1.
(2.O.

Nancy Pickard)
!\~ancyN0on)
:ialinda Albright)
Rebecca Branson)
Susan 11eitzel)

John N. Stafford •••••••••••• l827-1855
"t..JamerStafford .•••.••••••••.•.• -1673
Le"1is Stafford •••••••••••••••••• -1865
George Stafford ••••••••••••• 179~-1865
Balaam Stafford ••••••••••••• 1822-1907
Johathan trJorkman
v~illiamWorkman ••••••••••••••••••.••••••••• (Hary Stout)
William Shaw
Robert Shaw ••••••••••••••••• l827-l901
John Shaw••••••••••••••••••• l832-1Q07
William Foust ••••••••••••••• lR23-1R82
John Foust, Jr•••••••••••••• 1828-l907
Berry Davidson
Will Davidson
Murchison Davidson
'William C. Rajr
Groen C. Hay
William Brewer
William H. Pickard
James Taylor
" nl 'I' INl\:la y urner ••••••••••••....•.•••.••.•••..• " laney
Lewis Albright
John Albright •••••••••••••••• 1827-1906rThomas hPnIpson••••••••••••• 1810-1905
Abjicon Lindsey
Milton Allen
Frances Stout
H. C. Stout
Pleasant York •••••••••••••••• 1831-
Hanse Williams
Gaston Foon
John Braxton ••••••••••••••••• 1831-1895

Eumber of male member-s •••••••••••••• 52
Number of femalcs ••••••••••••••••.• 100
Number of blacks ••••••••••••••••••• 11

Tota1 ••••••••••••••••••••• 163

(fl1artha PUf~1)
(i'Iary«nn bh;n",)
(Hary Hornaday)
(Polly Amick)

(1. Elizabeth All::r:i.ght)
(2. Cornelia Ji.lbright)
(Elizabeth May)
(Sallie Albrig..~t)
(Angoline Snipes)

11ay)
(Polly Hright)
(Edna Norton)
(Nary /mn FOUShee)

(1.

1811··1868

1823-1880
1823-1859
1833-1883
1860-1936

1834-1905
1797-l8R8
1819-1896

1829-1R78
1843-1932
1831-1908
1824-1915
1832 .•1908

-1912
1AI0-1PQl

]:;:mcyG. I'u.rh •••••••• lR31-1Gfl5)
0ar~h G~roline •••••••l841-1906.

P'_lgh)
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In 1861 Orange circuit was divided and .iLamance circuit v.Jas formed.

Appointments for Sabbath preaching vJOre to ce at Ht. Hermon, Bethel, Jiock Creek
ar.d Concor-d and week-day appc lntmcnt.s left discretionary v]ith the pastor for
the following places: Fog.Ler-ant s Camp Ground, Center, Salem, Tabernacle, Frhmd-
ship, New Union and Sap'Li.ng Ridge.

In 1879 a.hout an acre "f land, J"lnlng the old plot on the north, was
bought from RC'tert Shaw and a now church was built with money willed to the
church by John Crawford; then the eld church was used for a school house •

.~ The folloHing persons helped build the church: John and Columbus Col-Le ,
l'atterson Pickett and h~s son Filmore Pickett, Dermis Wood, Bob Shaw, John 1~.

Foust, Arlendo Foust, J<{1n NcVey,
and Frank Pugh. Ed Fenson Has the paantcr ,

The new church building oonsisted of only one room, the present sanctuary,
"'Ihich teas built in 1879 during tho pastorate or nev. t·J. '''J. Amick. It Has .:\.great
day for the community when the church was dedicated. Rev. Cicer:) F. Harris, a vcry
Lar rc man, who preached the ded icatd.on sermon uas told at the dC0r that he could
not get in the church 1:803U80 itc-Jas so cr-owded; He replLc, "::Jell, I'll t!"lJ".
One of the hymns used L, t.his service was "I Love Thy Church, 0 God". Hrs "Jill
Holman Played tho or-gan, Incidentally, this n0v1 organ had been brought there in
a two-horse wagnn bc l.ongi.ng to John Feust. ~.'1hon it was unloaded and takcn inside
the church door, -Ir.hn J •• Foust; began pbying it and it f'r-i.ghtcncd the; horses so
that they ran all the: "'''::..y heme.

Pastors of the old church

He have no comp'Ict,o list of tho pastors of the cLd church. From the minutes cf the
Quarterly Conferences vl(; find the narne s of the f:Jllc>wing preachers pr-esent, at the
meetings of the Qu.artcrly IJof'Scrcnccs, ·I".'.tthey may not ill have been pastors of
Pethel church, for 1-Ieknow that. scvcr-a'L of them ser-ved as prcs ldc.nt of the annual
conference:

Rev. fl.lcxi1ndcr Alhri.ght
Rev. Alsen Gray
';{cv. John Hinshav-I
Rev. 1i , l-J. Line ~.x..rry
Pc'!. John '.', Heath was pastor in 1866 and again in 11369-70
R8V. John L2.rtin
Rov. C. F. Harris

• Rov. Thomas J .• '":crter
Rev. H. T. 1~Joath(;rly
"Rev. Rol'ert it. Prather
Rev. Daai.cL lJ. Thompson
R0V. Hilliam J. 0gcurn
Rev. John C. Forbes
"iev , Janes Gibbs Stockard
neve T. H. Pegram
lev. William H. Hffiick vIas pastor in 1873-75
~cv. il'Jill';am C. l'cnn<:.tt vlaS past.cr in 18'76-77

1878-79
1880-82
lR83
1883

~lev•
\I

II

"

Pastors of the new Church
~Jnliam ~ij. fl.mick
Ci.c(;ro F. Ha.rris
J011nHenry 'I'c t.tcn
Geor-ge l\!ashingtl'n Bowman



1885-86 neve
1887-90 f\

1891-92 II

1893-94- It

1995 11

1896-99 II

1900-01 It

1902 11

1003 "1904 II

1905-07 It

1908-12 It

1913-16 n

1917-24 \I

1925-33 fI

1934-37 II

1938- n

1939-40 "
1941-42 "1943 11

1944 II

1945-46 II

1947 II

1948 II

1949-51 "1952-53 II

1954-55 IP

1956-58 II

1959- 11

5
, <]6/ -,{.9-
,cr6.'J-"64--
1~6-2" 66
1167(YbS'-6Cf
i c.; J 6-

John N. Garrott
"\oTi11iamv, Amick
Jehn N. Garrett
B. A. Hig..1-1fill
1:,Jil1i.::unF. Ashburn
Hillial11 F. lvlcDcHell
T. F. HcCul1rch
J. H. Noten
H. Lat Harris
O. P. lli'uth
~T. C. Las s i tcr
1r.Tilliam H. Pike
J. [". Ledbetter
George W. Holmes
-Iohn !l. Bur-ce ss
Hubert L. Isley
Geor-ge R. Brown
Geor-ge L. :~eyn:'lC!s
Henry D. Lc-ri.s
Lrnie Phifer succeeded by =..ayli:.owlJrld
liay 11:n\\13nd
Donald ~'J. Durham
Donald vJ. Durham succeeded by Vim. H.. Seawc.ll
Wil1i'lm H. Hells
J')hn D. Cranford
Buel T~. Bf.ngnam
~~arsh.'lll Burnett
Denver Stone
Ll.oyd G. Hunsucker

.,
1/

1/

In 1916 under the pc:storatc of Ikv. J. ,~. L-::t:t..;tter, the church was r-omodo l.ed
by the' addition of an entrance at tho s cuth end, n :"~...:!lland IYJIfry, and the church
vias pai.rrtcd and cover-ed, 'Ihe c:1r~)(;ntt:rs T\".;re: 'Ihcoph i.Lus 1,:icholson, Ebb l\~icholson,
and Re s sa vII. Lindle~T.

In 1?30 during the past.cr-at,o rf j cv •• J •• ~. F 1}'7., S ) r 'ur cl-is arr oms HUre
buil t tr the ncr th end Clf the chur-ch 'lt em cstif'"1,((\ co ....+ ,f :17';. -':)0 but mo s t of
tho material and wrrk was donat.c.I ty vnr ir JS Lnc.i.v i.dunL,s I'~'fJt,()nSt1.ffori
gave most liberally of tirre nd 1",bo r 1. n :il the ..J('\rk irJ3J c )rplc t.ed, John ~r.
Foust zave the framin~~ f'o r -}1C;rC"i~. tt•..,fSl 1inc:l.-y, Gc;nr!"" ;ilrorsen, .Jehn 1',.
Fous t , Her-ber-t Fr ust , Harvey T~J('\C'dy, and t.n..r-s g'l'TL "le'r].:. Crsh J"il'1tj(',ns vll,r",

contributod by Gr-ay , Lon, L;:l1, rcncc , S",lJiG, .:talpl1 Ollie, 1nc~' k 1>r f'cPhurscn,
Albert, lI'!innic, .oRrci1, -md "rlcmd '[<"'ust, .l~lclh ilo Imrv , JJ\isy Dixrn, J1me:s b.
!JicVc,y, Ella, 1<.,r1, and r.r thur G. 'l\ mps n , " ...Lc.rt F. '1~'lrr'l;,FLy H g"ers, Kat.o
Haitsrn, Dora Andr-ews , and I'nlt\.." 3tc: .cr •

In 1932 the vestibule r-f the church T.l!}S cl~.vi,k.j with cLassr-« ms r-n the ri 7ht
and left and the sant.uary c.nt.rance was changed f'r cm doers on the ric:;ht and Lcf t
to a center double door.

In 1934 the church "Jas pa irrtco at a cost of $135.00. The; tHO heatc r s ,
which long ago had rep13cGd the pot-ccl1iod st0ve in the cent)r nf the building
but; US8G tho same flue thr-cugn the nri.ddLc, ofc.hc rrof, iJLrC r-epLaccd by tw'
hOA. «La s'ltrves and t"lo new :Co'luG'\>Jcrc tui.L t on the.; rutsidc of the church from the
ground up at a cost of t,108.00. Albert L, Fr us t dona tcd «no «f the hcat.r-o'Las ,
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In 1935 under the pastorate of l1ev. Hubert L. Isley, a new roof was put
on the church at a cost of ~?332.00, and in 1936 the interior of the church was
fixed with sheetrock. Lonnie McPhersC'n and Hrs. il.lbert Ulinnie) Foust paid for
ithe material.

The first piano was purchased in 1930.

In 1941 under the pastorate nf hev. G. L. Heynolds, land was donated by
Lon HcPhers('ln and the parsonage was built.

In 194e under the pastorate of ltev .Wm. li. SeaHe1l, and Brooks Coveney
as Chairman of the Board of Trustees, the church wa remcdeled by raising it,
brick vensering it, digging a basement and making more rooms. Everett Stout's
sons Harvin, John, and :;verett, Jr. dug the basement t-lith their bulldozer.
Boss Griffin was tho br-ickmason, Many of the people of the community helped
with their means, their time, and their survices, both the young and old. The
oldest ruan in the church, Albert Fc:ust, contributed one thousand dollars and spent
every day for several Heeks helping hand up bricks, and Johnny Braxton, a samll
boy, was held up and permitted to lay the top brick in the gable at the north end.

At that time memorial tl1indovJswere put. in, and also a hardwood floor and new
carpot. l!ew pews wore purchased. The old ones were sold to individuals who had
them make into tables or other furniture. A gas heating system was installed.

In 1956 new Shingles were put over the old roof, and L~ 1957 the sanctuary
and some classrooms "JOre painted by Bill Jewell.

In J.95B under the past.cr at.e of Denver Stone, witht\.alph Ho.Imes as Chairman
of the Official Board, tHO classrooms and two toilets were built at a cost of ten
thousand dollars.

Bethel Hissionary Soci.cty was organized in Narch 1905 under the direction
of Miss Hargaret Yuhns, returned lti.s sf cnary from Japan, ,,]ho later married l(ev.
A. G. Dixon. The first president of the ~Jomanls :lissionary Society was l"lrs.
Inez Foust. The charter members were: Jnez Foust, Sarah HcPherson, Lelia Holman,
Pearl Newlin, tffanie Honre, lVlaryP. lh0mpson, and Loti tia Stockard.

Two members have gr-ne out from Bethel to become ministers: Horatio Seymour
Blair 'lbnmpsnn and ~'Jilliam Albright Sem-Jcll; and two to become mi.ss i.onar-Lcss
Cordia Lee Thompson, daughter of Cicoro and Hary Lambe Thompsen, and Dorothy
Thompson (Hrs. Paul Bunn), daugh te r of Lonnie A. and Sarah Stafford Thompaorr,

The Bethel Hemorial i.ssociatir'.D Has organized in 1927 under the direction
of Hr. HcBride Holt. Officers were elected as follows:

President--------------------- •..-------:T:.onnio NcPherson
First Vice-Presidont--------------------1;,Tm. Herbert Foust
Second Vice-President--------------------W. W. \vorkman
Secretary--------------------------------Miss Bessie Holmes
Treasuror--- ------------------------Al'bcrt L. Fcust

Miss Helmes served as secretary for f our years and was succeeded by lVliss
Harcia Foust. Albert Foust served as treClsurer until hie death in 1956 and
was succeeded r.y Harvey C. Foust. The office of prcs idency has been filled by
the following persons: Lonnie HcPherson, Herhert Foust, J. Harvey ~-JC'ody,W.
Rezzie Foust, Otis--,. Cook, John H. Foust, William 1\.. Seawell, J. DeWitt Foust,
ll.aymondBraxton, Wayne Woody, '~alph W. Holmes, Lacy H. Starr, 'Iyree EJ. Lindley,
Bob .iober-son , J. Sabert 'Ihompson, r.;arl Johnson, T. C. Beane, Jr., James P.
HcPhersnn, Mrs. Frances llobersnn Narlette, and Nrs. Eunice I1cPhcrson.
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