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HISTOHY ?F BF.;T~Er. ~lETrlODIEl~ CHURCH. ; UA·. ~L. .l;L C ~
BolJ.vla, x.c e- \3~ C-o. LUUV~"'"'I

'I:ho were the founders of Methodj.sm in Bolivia? There"is no record
to give the naraes of persons who started W;ethodist Church services
in Bolivia, North Carolina.

Bishop Francis Asbury organized Methodist Societies in Brilllswick
county in 1800 and :1801 and could have neLped stnrt our- church.
Methodtsra. spread rapidly and by 1851 there were t\v'elv e Methodist
churches in OU1' area 0 These twel va churches made 'up the Hru:o.s~ifick
Circuit (later caJ.led the Slilithville Circuit)gAt that time the Bruns-
wick Circuit was in the Camden Dj.strict of the South CnrolinCi (;0);1-
f'er ence , The South Car o.Lf.na Conference Included all of South C&r-
01ina~ GeorGia end a consiuerf,iule part of Nurth Ca.rolina •.Lucal
preachers, exho r tel's II anu class leH.d81'S were chosen to help the
preacher- with his heavy load of wor-k, .

Tne first known location of a 1£etlwdist church in Bolivia was
on the Phillip Cox place ~ and was called "L5..tt.le Zara. a

Toe next location of our chur-ch was, at. Gap Branch (LJiddle Swaw.p)
near- the Jarnes Harvel.l place. Tnis was a ll)g .lJUildiug £J:1Uwas called
Zoraa Here ChristolJher Columbus Hercer (a.candfa-tiler oi' iclrs ••Olive
Duiian t Mercer) wa s the Sunday School leader. He also m.ain taLned a.
libral"Y iSor the cnur-cn , sold religious books and was very· active
in other church work. At the conference in ).853 t he was granted a
license to preach. Some of the members of this church were Cox's
Flower's, Har-ve.LLs , r.1cKees,McKeithans. Mercer's, Montgomery's
Murrelst Sellers and others.

The congregation de eLded to build s. new church at anot.ner-
Lccat Lon, 'The location of this building was at the Ross place (near :
the Roscoe Mintz p.Lace ) , The name of the new chur-ch was "BETHELl!.
The land for this church was deeded to the tr-us t.ee s of Bethel Church
Oct •.22,1907 OjT Al.ex Robtns on and his wife Fannie Robinson. The trustees
were Js:mes H. Knox, John Fe 1£erC81"DWilliam Eichorn and James Pti.
Harvell 0 Deed was notarized by J.P.Cox.

Edward Mercer f William Mercer 0 Geor-ge Murrell, Duncaa Harvell!)
.Jim Harvell, Thomas McKeithan and others helpee build this church .•
It was a large one room building D well finished wi t.h glass w.Lndows
and white plastered inside walls" The ceiling and floor were of }llaned
boards~ but were not tongue and groove" The roof aud outside walls
were of hand hewn cypress shingles. There were two front doors and
two aisleso .A row of long pews was down the center uf the buildil1.g
and a row of short pews \"Jas down e<.'l.ch side. Small oil IB.illps were
mounted on the brown window facings and a large lalUp was in the cen-
ter on. a ~ost. There was no musi.c:"'J ... ins tr-uiaen t in the chur-cn, The
regular "pr-eachf ng Suuliuy" was trio second Sunday of each month e At.
the services e the uien would sit on the l"'ight~ sLde of the church and
the LadLes would sit: on t.ne left .. Sunday Sehoul had to close during
the winter months because there were no heating facilities. A member
of this church9DoA.Flltrell. became a preacher and a member of the
Methodist Conference. llle Cox's.Flowers" Harvells, Knoxr s , Mcl\:eithans
Mercer's p Rosses, Sellers, Skippers and others WEH'e members of this
church.. Services were held in this building until about 19160

The congregation again deci.ded to build e. new building near
the center 01' the ar ea served by the church. On April 29.1916
AoLoI,lercer and his vvife M~J)••.Mercer f!;IiVe to 13t}thel Church 1.22
acres of Land as a site for a. new church buildine;. Th1s pro,lJerty
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was on the ~7:ilmincton road, near the 2dwards place i.n Bolivia (across
the road from the f';.K.Cox hOlIle~o The Trustees at that t Ime were A.•t~.
uoor-e , W.E.Eichorn and T.Jor.:ercero This deed was no tar-Lz ed by ~'/.O.
VcKeithan, Justice of t11€ Peace of H1'"Ul1swick County. 5erv ices were
held in this church building for the first time the latter part of
1916.• "iev. ~;8R.Hoyal. was the pastor and worked very hard to get this
building finished. This was a. one room building "'lith a shJ.ngle roof
and weather- boarLieu wallso Mrs. ~~attle Cox Lewis, the first church
organist, Loaned 8. reed or-gan to furnish music for the services .!'rs
Geneva Cox Jones was the assistant or-gan Lst 0 The Chur-ch Library was
still maintained. Services were heLd in this building until it was
wrecked by a s t or-in in 1917" This piece of' land was sold to ~F;r.J.A.
'liilletts for the sum of' one hundr-ed and fifty six dollars.

F. E. G~low'ay and wife iumie Lt..nu t sby Galloway. eave our present
J..ot to BettH!l, on :,Iurch 8~ 1918. Trustee!;; wer-e ToJ ••L1ercel~, t'ioEeEichorn
A.~.l.Moore U1Ld tllelr succc saor-s , Recorded in Book 29 page 289. Vlalter
Lconar-d , IJotary Fublico

~\hiJ.c our pee sent, bt.lilLling was under cons tr-uc tLon , the Holiness
and Baptist chur-ches opened their doors to our congregation end very
few services were znisseda The members donated Lanoi- find l;u'tteriuld and
were able to enclose the building so services could be L!bld in 1919.
F.8oGallo\'H:y,L{~ster Sdwards and ~:.'oO.~:cKeitl1an cont.r-ac ted the bt~iluing.
W•.O••1fcKeitbun wade the altar X'ciil and fixed the w.lndows , Tl!e steeple
with the bGll vas the .first in any of the :!ethodist churches in Bolivia e

The organ fro;]}. the wrecked church was used until a piano courd be
purchased •. X.rs. FrtiIlCes Lewis Dixon made a very nice straw collection
pluteto be used , D•.A. '.':atktns Vias pastor at the time this building
was completed e The buildinB was insured for $1000.00 in :;Iarcht1920
a t a cost of {-Be60•.The SUJlday School rooms Viera added in 1937" RevQ

W.JoFreemcm was pastor at that time and worked very hard to get them
finished .. Tiffibe~ was given by Tharps,Danfords, Knoxs PJld others ~d
everyone joined together in doing the work. Guilber·t and Hazel Cox
was the first couple mar-r-Led in this building.

Bethel at. this time was on the TOml Creek ChargeI' and there were
four churches on this charee. They were Bethel.Piney Grove,Shiloh Dnd
Zion. Our' par-sonage was at Zion near 'i'own Creek •.

Rev; ;;.-alter Pe.vYv a native of r:nglfUldt came to our charGe in 1940.
He held services in all of the f'our- cnurcnes on the char-ge p had a radio
progrem in ·c\'11LJ.ine;ton,North Carol:1.na odid much work with the young
people and stirred all of the people tp more act.tve service. He con-
ducted reliGious services regul&rly at the Bolivia School w~d died on
his way to conduct one of these serviccs .•in 1943,.
He was truly a Ilclrcuit rider"-not on horse back, but on his bicycle,
which he rode to hold mos~ of his servicese

I,;uch progress ~7e.S ,~ac.~e by our chur-ch under- the ministry of Iiev e

Russell HoCaudill. Many new members wer-e added and repairs \'lcre made
to the church End parsonage at Town Creek .. He served our char-ge f.t'om
1948 tnr-ough 19[)1. A new Bald.:in electric orr;PJl was purchased for the
church in 1954 while Rev .. G.L. ';':arren was pastor.

Bethel bcc&le a Stat.ion church in February 1958. D'1"'.J.E •.Ga.rllngtoll1,
District :::uperintendeut, nad the oppor tunf ty to secure an add I tionul
minister for the Wilmington District. i~t thLs time He'!. Alden Helllinr;'o'iay
was serving as pastor of' the Town Greek charge and was Posited to finish
out the year- at [3eth€l~ At annual, conference in 1958 Rev. Hemf.ngway t'!2.S
appo Lnted to xl2.rv.iml!! serve r10liviapBethel Charee~ for the coming year.
Since we now had a full time pastor ::r. t \'las nece ssar-y to build tl par-sonage ,
The ln~d tor tile pursonaee waA deeded to the trustees of Bethel ~ctho-
dLst Church,Boli.viaeN.C. t:r R.K.:~cKf!lthcrl. and hit') "od.fe Evel;;rn ~~cKeithr..n
On I{ov.13.19E8. Trustees were D•.L"t1erccr,E.C.E5.chorn and tT.1:.Danford"
Notarized by ~arren SellerB~
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Mro Troy Henry gave the use of his home in BC?livia ( _cross from Bol-
ivia High School) for a parsonage ".mtil the new 011.6 was completed.
On October 26th 1958, the uround Breaking Ceremony was held for the
new parsonage. (Our Homecoming was held the same day) and ~';.KoGox
dug the first shovel of ear t.h , On February lOth 19~j9work. wB.s.·actually
begun on tho foundation of the building. A Lar-ge part of the tililber
was donated by members of the church and some of the men, along v11th
Rev, Hemingway. cut the trees and sawed the lumber. l;~uchof the mat-
erial and labor was donated by members and non-member-s of the chur-ch,
but it was necessary to secure a Loan of :13500000 I'r om the Board of
i.~issions of the ~etho\iist Church for a period of ten years. By the
end of June 1959 the outside of the building was completed and SOille
of the inside work was done.

1-I1rs. EdIia r-l&i)~tsby Gaskill and ;,)1'. Marshall Frink were married
by Rev. Hemingway in the teillpol"Y par-sonage on Liay 6th 1959.

At annual, con i'er ence of ...Tune 1959. Itev It Jack FuJ'6h~1 was sent
to this charge. Troy Henry's house was still being used 3.S the par-
sonage 0 rtev. 17'ul!~hu.mmoved in.to the new parsonage on November 28th
1959, and lived there u.i1tl1 annual conference"

Malcolm Knox and Judy Uaul tshy were the first couple marr-Led in
the new parsonage. They were married bJ{ Hev" FulGhum.

Rev" Ker.!lli t Norris was sent to Bethel in Ju..'1C 1960 and served
fOl"' one year 0

Rev, HoKoJew'1.neretwas pastor at I~ethel fro!i1 July 1961 llil.til
June 19630 During his two years hers anew roof was put on the church
a t a cost of ~t6l5.80. also the inside of the chur-ch was remodeled e
the floors were f'Ln Lsried and ::16W lib>'1ts wer-e installerl in the sane-
tuary'the liGhts were given by the Jeanneret fam:.Uy.)

It was at the annual conference of June 1961 tha.tBethel at
Boliviao N"Co and Concord at SupplYIl ;1.,Co came toge thar as the
Bethel-Concord c!1arge.Ravo.Teanneret served both of these chUX'ches.•

s', t Annual Conference in June 1963, Rev. SarAles Ao starnes was
Assigned to the Bethel-Concord Charge. He was still in se~!linary in
AtlantaBGeorgia so ~ev ..JoMeCarr.oll(retired) served in his place un-
til March 1964. Revo Starnes came in illarch 1964 and served until
June 1965. He was well liked by a.ll and everyone enjoyed his radio
pr-ogr-am, "This Day With God" on the Shallotte RadLo St~ation. He
also bad an article each week in The Br-unswf.ck Beacon, Pl.ans wez-e
made to repair the outside of the church and some work had been done
before conferenceo

At annual conference in ,Tune 1965,Hev • .r .PoPegg was sent to
this Charge. Repair work was finished &'1d the church was painted
on the out sade in Deeember-01965. Hev. Pegg v1s1tad each member of
the church living in the community regularly.

In J'une 196'7 Rev•. T. r;0 Dunn. carne to our Charge and s erved fo1"
fivG years. He was well liked by all but was unable to move in our
parsonage and .live in the communi. ty p because he was also Director of
The Good Sheyerd Home at Lake WaccamawoN.Co and had a great r-e apon s I>
bility ther e , 1:uch was accomplished durins h1s five year stay. :'dth
his hell-> and supervision and labor from. the men at the Good Sheperd
Home,anew al. tar was bailt, and all the pews refinished. The sanc tuary
Vias painted and a new nsa ting and :1ir conditioning system was ins ta.Ll.ed ,

~'."hen1irs ,1iinnio ~a130ndied she left some money to be used for
the church,the church members added to it and purchased new pulpit
.fur.ai t ur-e , OU.r new Collection plates wer-e given ill memory of' R.oyal
Danf'or-d ,by Hegan Construction Coo of Wilmington, 1T oC.

Rev. E.R.Schuller came to our Charge in June 1972. and served far
one 'year. He was retired and lived at Youpon Reach. Bein.g so near his
work he preferred to live in his own home,so our pa.rsonHge was still
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rented to the pr-Lnc fpaL O(~ Bolivia School .. V'!nl1e serving our church
Rev •.Schnller taught 11 prep@.ratpry membership class Emd received
seven young people into the church" r,'loney was rai.S~J.); to buy tho
cross and cand.lesticks for the altar.

Rev. ~\ He House came to ser-ve our char-ge in June 1973 as a part
time nlinl~3te:r •. He VlUSliving in Southportp n s C ••at. this t:i.1'1e and
was recovering from a hEHH't at.t.ack, It can hardJ.y be saf.d that he
was a par-t time min.ister as he never IJdssed a scz-vf.ce •visi ted in
the community everJT week , at.t.end ed all meetLngs and was always i.~eady
to help when ne eded , He was appointed full tiue minister at the 1974
c onf'er ence , He and h15 wife lS:til~YEtta are living in our par-sonage
nowpand it is good to have a.methodist minister living in Boliviu
after seven years wi thout; one .•

;.'~:1.thG.Jd worlL!.ng through the Hni ted liethod.lst Womenand the
help of Hev., and Mrs.• House the parsonage was completely r-ede ccr-a ted
insid.e •.

Much preparation was malta for our 19'74 spri.ng revivalo The
Church was painted on th(~ outside and some worl{ done insideo A
rel:i.e;ious census was taken in the commun I ty 0 Rev II ••101m T•.Maides
~brother of :E.rso R.•'i.' ••:.lercer) was the eve.ngellst 0 The services
were well at tended by many of the churches in our ar ea , Vie are
beginning our new year 1975~illuch has already been accomplishedomany projects sta.rtedll and wit.h the help of Godrthe past.or and
each member , we are loolting forward to a gre,at y'eR1:o
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