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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation was conceived by the Bicentennial Task Force of the North Carolina Conference Council on Ministries.  Over 90 churches were invited to participate.  While about 25 did not respond at all, 65 did answer the call with from 1 to 36 slides.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Churches are included from the following categories, many of which are overlapping:“Oldest per county” (of the 56 counties in the conference)Counties are representedChurches of Methodist Protestant HeritageChurches at or near sites visited by Francis AsburyEthnic Minority ChurchesChurches that are at least 200 years oldAdditional Historic Sites in the conferenceCome along, now, and trace Methodism within the bounds of the North Carolina Conference, “from now ‘til then back again.”  We’ll travel the route that is mapped here, with a few side trips!
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Presentation Notes
One of Alamance County’s two Bethel churches was found as Pyle’s Meeting House in 1800.
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Presentation Notes
Two of the Pyle’s were trustees, as reflected in this deed from John Danieley to Francis Asbury.
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Presentation Notes
In 1845 in Lewiston, Bertie County, St. Francis Church was founded. Here, over half of the congregation of St Francis is pictured, with a visitor, too!
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Presentation Notes
The Rainbow Church of Greene County began in 1787.
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Presentation Notes
A strong rural congregation, we see that ‘sign of God” here at worship, and again in fellowship.
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Presentation Notes
Cokesbury in Harnett County, 1836, was first called Chalk Level.  The main structure was built as a teepee, possibly with a live tree as its center, and the four corners extended from it to form a square building.  A piece of the “tree” is still in place between Cokesbury’s ceiling and roof.
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Presentation Notes
Methodism came a bit later to Hoke County, represented here by Sandy Grove, 1855.
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Presentation Notes
This “Women of the Bible” service is reflective of Sandy Grove’s creative witness.  When the church needed pews, a Mr. Jones went to the Baptist Church in Wagram, where there were some pews for sale.  All the way back to Sandy Grove, it “sprinkled rain” on the pews, carried in an open, horse drawn wagon. Mr. Jones said that the pews had become too dry for the Baptists, and the Lord sprinkled them for the Methodists, and they were good as new.  It may be the only time on record anything Baptist was “sprinkled” in order to become Methodist!
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Presentation Notes
In 1839, 100 persons subscribed to a building fund to build a church in Smithfield in Johnston County.  The church was pillaged during the War Between the States, and used as a hospital during the historic Battle of Bentonville, some 15 miles away. Closing the Sunday School during the late 1940’s due to a polio epidemic, the church survived and thrived.  With over 1,000 members, they have had a strong hand in beginning a community center, and both Asbury and Whitley Memorial churches in Smithfield.
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Presentation Notes
Lee County’s “Center” Church began in 1817 as a “camp meeting” site, and within two years became Carthage Methodist, changing its name to Center in 1856.
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Lenoir County’s LaGrange church began in 1840. Here, the LaGrange United Methodist Men gather for a good beginning to a “work night.”
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Presentation Notes
One of the uncounted stories of Methodism took place as Zion, in Montgomery County.  It concerns John Murrel, who was eventually convicted of murder.  It is believed at Zion that he was the distinguished-looking gentleman who appeared at an 1833 camp meeting, and exhorted all present with such zeal that he was invited to stay with Congressman and Mrs. DeBerry.  Something about the tenor of the next day’s two hour sermon prompted the DeBerry’s to take stock of their store of French Brandy.  Some was missed, and a quart was found in the “preacher’s” saddlebags.  Unable to produce the credentials demanded of him, and saying he had come farther than he intended to, he left at once.  Apparently, he was in league with horse thieves who worked the area while the community listened into the night to this impressive “preacher”.  Zion survived all that.  Asbury churches had good foundations to stand against such adversity.
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Presentation Notes
Near Glendon in Moore County, beautifully named Fair Promise began in 1814.
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Presentation Notes
Near the Virginia state line in Northampton County, Concord began in 1793.  Concord has continued the evangelistic zeal that caused their forbearers to found a church, giving rise to Pleasant Grove, Seaboard, and Sharon churches.
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Presentation Notes
A church preceded the 1797 New Sharon Church in Orange County by nearly 30 years, but its denomination is uncertain.  The New Sharon congregation has worshipped in four buildings, and enjoyed many-a-homecoming like this one.
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Presentation Notes
Once Scott’s Hill Mission, Wesleyan Chapel in Pender County actually predated this cornerstone by 50 years, according to Circuit Minutes.  There was a deed for a meetinghouse at Scott’s Hill in 1819, the ancestor of this building.
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Presentation Notes
In Sampson County, Andrew’s Chapel was founded about 1785, once Parker’s Meeting House, and later an appointment on the Black River Circuit, the faithful of Andrew’s Chapel have gathered for prayer, as here, in a “cottage prayer meeting.”
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Presentation Notes
St. John in Scotland County began in 1835.  From the snow of winter to the flowers of Easter, the spirit of Methodism lives.
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Wayne County’s oldest church is Providence, founded in 1835.  It was burned when Federal troops set fire to the woods around it.  
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This 1877 sanctuary is now used by the youth, including these Girl Scouts.  God is still Provident.
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Presentation Notes
Mt. Zion, the oldest church in Wilson County, began 1n 1800, but in Nash County, “moving” to Wilson County in 1922. As told by Ollin Winstead, Mt. Zion weathered a storm so violent that a pew had to be used to bar the doors.  Lincie Pridge, “with and expression of utter fright  on her face,” played the old pump organ as the congregation sang , “Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior.”
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Presentation Notes
Whitaker’s Chapel in Halifax County dated from 1740, when it was founded as a chapel for the Church of England.  The members joined the reform movement of 1776.
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Presentation Notes
In the 1820s, there was much discussion of the rights of the laity and lay preachers.  The discussion gave rise to the Methodist Protestant Church, formed December 19-20, 1828, at Whitaker’s Chapel.  Although Bishop Asbury recorded several visits to the church before that time, his unifying spirit no longer prevailed.Here is one of the oldest members of the church.  Whitaker’s Chapel is a national Heritage Landmark of The United Methodist Church.
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Another of the churches of Methodist Protestant heritage in Halifax County is Bethesda.  Bethesda dates from at least as early as 1852.
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Presentation Notes
According to an Edgecombe County history, Methodists met at Whitaker’s, just over the county line in Nash County, as early as 1827.  One of several Methodist Protestant congregations that merged with the churches of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, the MP property was retained at Whitaker’s.  This merger took place a year before the merger of the denomination in 1939.
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Presentation Notes
Rehoboth of Vance County had been Harris Meeting House since 1811.  When Harris Meeting House became Rehoboth Meeting House in 1828, it had parted from a group that was then Salem Meeting House in Granville County, just one mile from the Vance County line.  Rehoboth became a Methodist Protestant Church.
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Salem became a Methodist Episcopal Church, and had the benefit of being built originally of the dismantled Harris Meeting House.
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Presentation Notes
Harris Chapel was begun not far from Salem and Rehoboth, just one mile east of the Granville County line, in 1850.  Harris Chapel was formed as a Methodist Protestant congregation.
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Presentation Notes
While it’s often difficult to date a church exactly, a February 27, 1807 deed was recorded for a “lately erected meeting house called Lebanon.”  It was a Northampton County Methodist Protestant Church as least by 1853, as recorded in a deed of that year.  As with many churches across North Carolina, Lebanon began as a simple brush arbor.
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Presentation Notes
Another of the churches of Methodist Protestant heritage, Efland, is in western Orange County.
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Presentation Notes
The Eden church, near Enfield, is the oldest active church in Halifax County.  Begun in 1770 as an Anglican Chapel, in 1778 Eden became Methodist, and sometime after 1828, became a Methodist Protestant Church.
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Presentation Notes
The Cokesbury Church is one of those rare churches 200 years old, but not the oldest in its County, Vance.  Here amid 200 years of Methodist heritage at Cokesbury, a new saint is baptized.
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Presentation Notes
Francis Asbury was the best known Methodist in the young United States.  He crisscrossed our conference, preaching at many places, like at an interdenominational preaching house in Trenton, Jones County, January 24, 1791.It was several years until a “society” was formed in Trenton, perhaps in the Trent Meeting House on the Trent and Goshen Circuit, deeded in 1805.
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Trenton Church lives on!
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Presentation Notes
Not long before the trip to Trenton, on January 9, 1791, Asbury “preached at New-Begun Church in the morning.”  He was at Newbegun at least once more, going to Pasquotank County on March 15, 1804.  We view the sanctuary as worshipping slaves once did, from their galley above.
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Presentation Notes
New Hope, in Perquimans County, was founded in 1809, built on the site of “Nags Head Chapel,” which was built in 1708 according to a local church history.  Francis Asbury visited New Hope at least twice between 1799 and 1804.
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Presentation Notes
Purdie in Bladen County was built as a family chapel on the Purdie Plantation, whose house is pictured here.  It was founded as a Methodist Church following an 1803 visit by Asbury to the chapel.  The building was built in 1844, and is still used by the Purdie congregation.
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Presentation Notes
The Rocky River Historical Association cares for this “Asbury” site in Chatham County.  This plaque tells the story of the church’s founding due to Asbury’s influence, and heaps praise upon his faithful witness and service to the Kingdom of God.
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Occasional services are held at Rocky River by neighboring churches, while outside, the saints are remembered.
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Presentation Notes
Lumberton’s Chestnut Street, Robeson County, was founded between 1787 and 1803.  The Chestnut Street congregation may have been meeting in an academy building when the town was founded in 1788, according to references made by Francis Asbury after a visit there.
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Presentation Notes
Traditionally, Asbury preached in Chatham County in 1780, including the neighborhood of Asbury Church, begun in 1815, part of the Deep River Circuit.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In Perquimans County, again Asbury’s visit to Hertford predated the organization of a “society” or church by several years.  This was an 1855 building of the Hertford Church.
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Presentation Notes
Chronologically, the Methodist Ethnic Minority churches, Black and Native American, began much later than the rest.  Until at least the mid-19th century, they were a part of white congregations.  Salem, in Robeson County, claims the early date of 1862, when it was a brush arbor.Salem was a Methodist Episcopal Church, as were most, if not all, the early Black churches in North Carolina.  Other Black churches with Methodist roots include the African Methodist Episcopal, the African Methodist Episcopal Zion, and the Christian Methodist Episcopal Churches.
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Presentation Notes
The fervor of freedom and the ferment of reconstruction brought about the founding of churches such as Wilson Temple in Raleigh.  The Reverend Wilson Willis Morgan, later elected to the N. C. Senate, gave land for the church and parsonage.  Members of the Morgan family, to the 3rd, 4th 5th, and 6th generation are active in the church, and are pictured here with others of the old family names Flagg, Haywood, Person and Turner.
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Presentation Notes
St. Peter’s in Granville County began near Oxford in 1876.  Two members, Lillian Lyon, 81, and Ruth Hicks Payne, 88, recall that their fathers, Richard Taylor and Jack Hicks, helped to build the first church building at St. Peter’s.
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Presentation Notes
St. John’s in Goldsboro dates from 1875.  These are some of the oldest members of St. John’s.
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Presentation Notes
Founded in 1869 in Robeson County, Beauty Spot lived out its name, transforming this building into this building, which is used for the educational life of the church.
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One of several Native American Churches, Ashpole Center, Robeson County began in 1880, and now worships in this magnificent sanctuary.
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1868 Mt. Zion in Robeson County makes it among the oldest Black churches.
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Presentation Notes
1876 Mt. Olive in Lumberton maintains one of the strongest congregations anywhere.
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The largest Native American Church in the United States is also in Robeson County.  Prospect Church began in 1874.
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Presentation Notes
The lady in the red hat, Mrs. Nora Moore, is daughter-in-law of the founder of Methodism among the Lumbee, the Reverend W. L. Moore.  These “benches” in the Sunday School area are a reminder of earlier days, for many congregations beyond Prospect.  Prospect continues to innovate and serve the community, as evidenced by this “wheel-o-vator.”
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The “Straights” Church is one of two churches begun in 1778 in Carteret County. The history of Ann St., Beaufort, corroborates that Asbury visited Straights.
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Carteret County’s other 1778 church is Ann Street of Beaufort,  This 1820 building is now Purvis Chapel, an AME Zion Church.After the Revolutionary War began, the Anglican Church ceased meeting in Beaufort, and in its place, the Methodist movement took a foothold.
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In 1784, Asbury wrote, “the people of Beaufort are kind but have little religion.” But in 1805, he wrote, “In Beaufort, the Lord hath put forth his power and the whole town deems to bow to the scepter of the Lord.”
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Presentation Notes
Fredrick Arthur’s heritage dates from the beginning of Methodism in Washington.  The Reverend James Avent Arthur, father of Arthur’s great grandmother Rosa Avent Arthur, is noted in this stained glass window as a “Founder of This Church.”Sophia Credle, a descendent of Asbury’s converts, the Hinton’s, holds a picture of the church building which replaced the one destroyed by Federal forces.  The building was described at the time as a “rather unsightly building with a very sharp roof.”
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Presentation Notes
H. Reid Mitchell and Fannie Tingle Mitchell, looking to their 68th anniversary, hold a December 6, 1899 issue of the “Raleigh Christian Advocate,” subtitled, “Organ of the North Carolina Conference, Methodist Episcopal Church, South.”This beautiful altar focuses the attention of worshippers, who have a Methodist heritage in Beaufort County and Washington of 200 years.
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Presentation Notes
McBride Church, Camden County, was an Anglican Chapel in 1733, and became a Methodist church is 1784.  Jesse Lee, and Edward Dromgoole preached two miles away from McBride at River Bridge, and reported “a large company of well-behaved people to hear the word of eternal life.”  Asbury visited here in 1787 and 1801. In 1792, the McBride site was leased jointly to the Methodist Society and the American Episcopal Church for one grain of Indian corn each year for 99 years.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mt. Pleasant was founded in 1779 in Chatham County, and its first pastor was James O’Kelly.
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Presentation Notes
Joseph Pilmore began holding services in New Bern on Christmas, 1772.  This is the 1843 building, remodeled in 1884.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1936, while preparing to host annual conference later in the fall, fire attacked the church in New Bern.  Catholic sisters living across New Street, who had been inspirited by the beautiful stained glass, prayed from the sidewalk that the windows would be spared.  They were spared, even as the roof collapsed.  $25,000 in damages did not prevent complete repair in time for annual conference at New Bern.
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Presentation Notes
This 1834 building was used by Hay Street Church, in Fayetteville.  The church was begun in Fayetteville by Henry Evans, a powerful black preacher.  1908 marked 100 years of Methodism in Fayetteville.
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Presentation Notes
Made in 1907 in Salisbury, England, and formed in New York, the folds in the robes were “blown into” the glass, reflecting a lost art called “robing glass.”  The top priority at Hay Street remains worship.
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Presentation Notes
July 9, 1780, Asbury wrote, “Preaching at Green Hill’s to about 400 souls on I Thessalonians 2:4.  The subject was new, the people dead,  I had not much liberty…There are evils here, the meeting not solemn; the women appeared to be of full dress, the men full of news.  These are Gospel slighters.”  In 1783, he wrote much the same thing, but in 1802, a church was founded there, in Louisburg, Franklin County, where the church lives on.
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Presentation Notes
An Anglican Chapel in 1762, Banks in Granville County became Methodist related in 1780.  This pre-1900 building is now used for storage.  Asbury visited Banks in 1798 and 1800.
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Presentation Notes
Asbury was in Hertford County at Murfreesboro several times between 1805 and 1812.  February 4, 1805, he wrote, “We had a meeting at the home of Widow Meredith.”  There began the Methodist Society in Murfreesboro.
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Presentation Notes
There was a society in the “Gull Rock” community of Hyde County as early as 1775.  Founded in 1776, William Brooks was the first pastor.  Now Bethany Church, these people are descendants of the first members, pictured with their pastor on the right.
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Presentation Notes
This is the home of Colonel William Williams, where Asbury visited as early as 1809.  Williams later was listed as a preacher.  Williams Chapel now stands near this site.  Begun in 1828 as a church, Williamston entertained Asbury in Martin County several times between 1803 and 1809.  The first parsonage for the Williamston church was built about 1883.
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Presentation Notes
Ministers have been appointed to Wilmington in New Hanover County since 1784, but the church wasn’t founded until 1794 by William Meredith and Jesse Jennett.  Meredith signed the 1799 deed for the church that is now Grace, and where people still find the grace of God.
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Presentation Notes
Methodism came to the Albemarle area on December 1, 1872, when Jesse Lee and Edward Dromgoole arrived to preach.  First Church, Elizabeth City, grew from the same roots as the other churches on the Camden Circuit, that began with just 22 members.  Little had been done for the spiritual needs of the colonists of what would become Elizabeth City.  For Lee and Dromgoole, the field was ripe for harvest.
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Presentation Notes
According to local church information, Jarvis Memorial has its Methodist roots in 1782.  Pictured here is the 1833 building.  In 1830, the Reverend John Wesley Childs was serving the Greenville Circuit.  While filling his appointment at Farmville, he was given a fine horse and fancy leather saddlebags.  His next appointment was Greenville.  Upon arriving, the Greenville Methodists “tasked” him for traveling in such opulence.  The following day, he gave away his horse and saddlebags.  He wrote a friend that he found walking to be much more apostolic.
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Presentation Notes
Then called St. Paul’s, this building was erected in Greenville in 1880.  The Reverend Adrian Ernul Brown’s great grandmother was a member of the Greeneville church in 1833.
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Presentation Notes
Mt. Pleasant, Richmond County, was founded in 1780, on land given by Mr. James Thomas.  The core of the Mt. Pleasant structure was built in 1883.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The traditional founding date of the Regan Church, Robeson County, in 1783, when it was a camp meeting site.  It began as a brush arbor, with split log benches.  Asbury wrote of being there in 1803, hearing a powerful exhortation by Daniel Brown, and ordaining as a deacon Mr. William Glover.The lives of the saints are ever blessed.
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Presentation Notes
Plank Chapel in Vance County was founded in 1780.   Asbury wrote that year, “I made my journey to Roger Jones’ today and met with about 60 people.  God was with us.  The people spoke of the goodness of the Lord.”  The society formed in a room of Mr. Jones’ house.The first building was a log church, located on land given by John Young.  Descendants of “Father” Young include E. O. Young, Jr., Joyce Young, and James Young, who are active in the life of Plank Chapel.
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Presentation Notes
Founded by tradition in 1784, Tabernacle of Vance County was also visited by Asbury.  He wrote, “Rode six miles to the tabernacle, about 400 people, rich and poor attended.  Had very little liberty in speaking – the people very insensible.  I think these people must be awakened by judgements, for it appears the gospel will not do it.”Lucy Cole Burwell organized the first missionary society.  These members of the Riggan and Norwood families descend from some of the original members of Tabernacle.
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Founded in 1773, according to local church tradition, Jerusalem in Warren County is one mile from the Virginia State line.
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Begun in 1811, Edenton Street in Raleigh was visited by Francis Asbury, and was called Asbury’s Meeting Place in 1806.  This sketch is of the building used from 1811-1841, this from 1841-1881,
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this from 1881-1851, when it was struck by lightning and burned.  This is Edenton Street as it appears today.
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Edenton Street is the largest church in the North Carolina Conference, with over 2,000 members.
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Mr. Green Hill opened his home to the first annual conference held in America, on April 20, 1785, a few months after the Christmas Conference in Baltimore.  Still occupied by a descendent of Mr. Green Hill, the house stands in Louisburg, Franklin County.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
One can be transported to earlier days by going inside.  The North Carolina Conference Commission on Archives and History and the Bicentennial Task Force are making plans for a 1985 celebration near the site of this national heritage landmark of The United Methodist Church.
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Presentation Notes
We hope you’ve enjoyed the journey through the past of North Carolina Conference United Methodism, and now, into the future, God’s people ever new, in the Old North State!
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Presentation Notes
(THANKS TO…All the participating churches, for your pictures and stories;Dr. James McCallum and Mrs. Lina Ado, for To Be Faithful To Our Heritage, A History of Black United Methodism in North Carolina, 1980;Mr. Joseph W. Watson and the Reverend C. Franklin Grill, for the “1984 Historical Directory,” the North Carolina Conference;The Bicentennial Task Force, the North Carolina Council in Ministries.)



The Reverend Steven A. Hickle 
Compiler and Editor 
February 15, 1984 

Haw River, NC 

Adapted from the film strip by the 
General Commission on Archives and History 

March 2016 
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