¶ 161.

II. THE NURTURING COMMUNITY

161 The community provides the potential for nurturing human beings into the fullness of their
humanity. We believe we have a responsibility to innovate, sponsor, and evaluate new forms of
community that will encourage development of the fullest potential in individuals. Primary for us is the
gospel understanding that all persons are important—because they are human beings created by God
and loved through and by Jesus Christ and not because they have merited significance. We therefore
support social climates in which human communities are maintained and strengthened for the sake of
all persons and their growth. We also encourage all individuals to be sensitive to others by using
appropriate language when referring to all persons. Language of a derogatory nature (with regard to
race, nationality, ethnic background, gender, sexuality, and physical difference) does not reflect value
for one another and contradicts the gospel of Jesus Christ.


The Family



We believe the family to be the basic human community through which persons are nurtured
and sustained in mutual love, responsibility, respect, and fidelity.

¶ 161 A) The Family—We believe the family to be the basic human community through which
persons are nurtured and sustained in mutual love, responsibility, respect, and fidelity. We
affirm the importance of loving parents for all children. We also understand the family as
encompassing a wider range of options than that of the two-generational unit of parents and
children (the nuclear family). We affirm shared responsibility for parenting where there are
two parents and encourage social, economic, and religious efforts to maintain and strengthen
relationships within families in order that every member may be assisted toward complete
personhood.



Marriage



We affirm the sanctity of the marriage covenant that is expressed in love, mutual support,
personal commitment, and shared fidelity between a man and a woman.

¶ 161 B) Marriage—We affirm the sanctity of the marriage covenant that is expressed in love,
mutual support, personal commitment, and shared fidelity between a man and a woman. We
believe that God’s blessing rests upon such marriage, whether or not there are children of the
union.
We reject social norms that assume different standards for women than for men in
marriage. We support laws in civil society that define marriage as the union of one man and
one woman.



Divorce



God’s plan is for lifelong, faithful marriage. The church must be on the forefront of premarital,
marital, and postmarital counseling in order to create and preserve strong marriages. However,
when a married couple is estranged beyond reconciliation, even after thoughtful consideration
and counsel, divorce is a regrettable alternative in the midst of brokenness.



Single Persons



We affirm the integrity of single persons, and we reject all social practices that discriminate or
social attitudes that are prejudicial against persons because they are single.



Women and Men



We affirm with Scripture the common humanity of male and female, both having equal worth in
the eyes of God.

¶ 161 E) Women and Men—We affirm with Scripture the common humanity of male and
female, both having equal worth in the eyes of God. We reject the erroneous notion that one
gender is superior to another, that one gender must strive against another, and that members
of one gender may receive love, power, and esteem only at the expense of another.
We especially reject the idea that God made individuals as incomplete fragments, made
whole only in union with another. We call upon women and men alike to share power and
control, to learn to give freely and to receive freely, to be complete and to respect the
wholeness of others. We seek for every individual opportunities and freedom to love and be
loved, to seek and receive justice, and to practice ethical self-determination.
We understand our gender diversity to be a gift from God, intended to add to the rich variety
of human experience and perspective; and we guard against attitudes and traditions that
would use this good gift to leave members of one sex more vulnerable in relationships than
members of another.



Human Sexuality



We affirm that sexuality is God’s good gift to all persons. We call everyone to responsible
stewardship of this sacred gift.

¶ 161 F) Human Sexuality—We affirm that sexuality is God’s good gift to all persons. We call
everyone to responsible stewardship of this sacred gift.
Although all persons are sexual beings whether or not they are married, sexual relations are
affirmed only with the covenant of monogamous, heterosexual marriage.
We deplore all forms of the commercialization, abuse, and exploitation of sex. We call for
strict global enforcement of laws prohibiting the sexual exploitation of children and for
adequate protection, guidance, and counseling for abused children.
All persons, regardless of age, gender, marital status, or sexual orientation, are entitled to
have their human and civil rights ensured and to be protected against violence. The Church
should support the family in providing age-appropriate education regarding sexuality to
children, youth, and adults.
We affirm that all persons are individuals of sacred worth, created in the image of God. All
persons need the ministry of the Church in their struggles for human fulfillment, as well as the
spiritual and emotional care of a fellowship that enables reconciling relationships with God,
with others, and with self.
The United Methodist Church does not condone the practice of homosexuality and consider
this practice incompatible with Christian teaching. We affirm that God’s grace is available to
all. We will seek to live together in Christian community, welcoming, forgiving, and loving one
another, as Christ has loved and accepted us. We implore families and churches not to reject
or condemn lesbian and gay members and friends. We commit ourselves to be in ministry for

and with all persons. 1
1. See Judicial Council Decision 702.
From The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church - 2008. Copyright 2008 by The
United Methodist Publishing House. Used by permission.



Family Violence and Abuse



We recognize that family violence and abuse in all its forms—verbal, psychological, physical,
sexual— is detrimental to the covenant of the human community.



Sexual Abuse



Violent, disrespectful, or abusive sexual expressions do not confirm sexuality as God’s good gift.
We reject all sexual expressions that damage the humanity God has given us as birthright, and
we affirm only that sexual expression that enhances that same humanity.



Sexual Harassment



We believe human sexuality is God’s good gift. One abuse of this good gift is sexual harassment.



Abortion



The beginning of life and the ending of life are the God‐given boundaries of human existence.



Ministry to Those Who Have Experienced an Abortion



We urge local pastors to become informed about the symptoms and behaviors associated with
post‐abortion stress. We further encourage local churches to make available contact
information for counseling agencies that offer programs to address post‐abortion stress for all
seeking help.



Adoption



Children are a gift from God to be welcomed and received. We recognize that some
circumstances of birth make the rearing of a child difficult.



Faithful Care for Dying Persons



While we applaud medical science for efforts to prevent disease and illness and for advances in
treatment that extend the meaningful life of human beings, we recognize that every mortal life
will ultimately end in death.



Suicide



A Christian perspective on suicide begins with an affirmation of faith that nothing, including
suicide, separates us from the love of God (Romans 8:38‐39). Therefore, we deplore the

condemnation of people who complete suicide, and we consider unjust the stigma that so often
falls on surviving family and friends.

From The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church ‐ 2008. Copyright 2008 by The United
Methodist Publishing House. Used by permission.

