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Planning Ahead:                             

Mission Foci for 2015 

The Beacon District Mission Leadership Team is 

grateful to every church for your faithfulness in 

local church mission and your participation. in 

District and Conference initiatives. We are par-

ticularly hopeful that after two years of District 

level Stop Hunger Now events  you will feel em-

powered to work with clusters of churches to do 

these events on your own (see pg 6). We trust 

that each church will continue to develop local 

plans and want you to know that you may call 

upon Ed Rutenkroger or Bill Haddock for assis-

tance at any time. We also encourage you to 

share your stories with us by submitting short 

newsletter articles and photos about your mis-

sion activity. 

At the District level we will be sharing four   

areas of focus that align with  UMC goals:  

Global Health-Spring 

In addition to your gifts during Advent there will 

be three events to support the Imagine No Ma-

laria campaign. Planning has begun for a 

“Skeeter Run” in Hertford. Another group has 

begun planning for a Motorcycle Ride for the 

same cause. Details and dates for both events 

will be provided soon. An additional “Skeeter 

Run” at Kitty Hawk is under development as 

well. 

Project Agape-Summer 

Churches will be asked once again to support 

our Armenian brothers and sisters by preparing 

Christmas boxes for children there. More details 

will be available soon, but now is a good time to 

plan ahead by getting gloves and hats. 

 

Food Insecurity– Fall 

To celebrate and expand upon the wonderful work 

our churches are doing through Food Pantries, Glean-

ing, and Partnerships we are planning a major event 

called “Can-struction”.  The tentative date for this 

event on November 14 with partners and location still 

under development. Stay tuned for the fun details of 

this opportunity. 

Our Partnership with Liberia– All year long 

We will continue to actively partner with missionar-

ies who serve in Liberia and throughout the year 

churches will be asked to consider ways to support 

the District and Conference efforts. The Beacon Dis-

trict has been generous in the past (see pg. 3) and is 

positioned to provide leadership to the newly formed 

Liberia Task Force which reports to the Conference 

Mission Team (see separate article– pg 6).  Over the 

long term we hope to form partnership between our 

local agricultural community and the sustainable 

farming efforts at Ganta Mission Station. 

Some specific and more immediate requests from our 

missionaries can be found in an article later in this 

newsletter. 
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The congregation of New Hope 

UMC continued their annual 

tradition of mission giving for 

Christmas.  This year they 

raised $1465 to give  farm      

animals in support of sustaina-

ble agriculture  in and around 

Ganta Liberia. 

Lindsay Chambers, a dedicated 

lay person, and some Sunday 

School children created orna-

ments featuring chickens, rab-

bits, pigs, and sheep which were  

then purchased  for designated 

amounts in honor or memory of 

loved ones , tagged with honor-

ing information and placed on a 

Christmas tree in the narthex. 

The ornaments are made availa-

ble to be given as gifts to the 

honorees. 

This alternative giving project is 

a wonderful example of how a 

congregation of any size can 

creatively teach and implement 

missional practices that reflect 

the true spirit of Christmas.          

If you would like to know more  

details you may contact Pastor 

Renee Edwards or  your District 

Mission Representative. 

Edenton 

UMC 

February 28 & March 1 

 

The Learn and Serve Weekend 

is an opportunity that includes 

Basic ERT (Early Response 

Team), ERT Recertifiction  &  

UMVIM (United Methodist 

Volunteers In Mission) Team 

Leader training.   

The ERT basic training will be 

held on the 28th while 

the ERT re-certification (a 4 

hour class for ERT credentialed 

persons whose badges are with-

in 1 year of the expiration 

date)  is taught the same day.  

UMVIM Team Leadership will 

be taught on Sunday, March 

1.  This will be followed by a 

couple of days of volunteer 

work doing disaster repairs in 

the Edenton area for any per-

sons who wish to stay.  

Cost for ERT Basic or for 

UMVIM Team Leadership 

Training is $30 while ERT Re-

Certification costs $20. The cost 

of UMVIM Team Leader train-

ing is $30. 

To sign up for any of these  

trainings, please go 

to www.nccumvim.org and   

click on the appropriate  green 

or red ”register”  button to 

match your interest. You may 

also register for both training 

events. 

For those staying overnight, 

housing will be provided at no 

cost.  Meals are provided on 

Saturday and Sunday.   

 

A Visiting Missionary 

Dr. Genilma Boehler is a United 

Methodist Missionary who is 

serving as a professor of theolo-

gy at the Latin American Biblical 

University--Universidad Bíblica 

Latinoamericana (UBL)--in San 

Jose, Costa Rica. – Dr. Boehler is 

an ordained elder in the Method-

ist Church of Brazil and has 

worked with indigenous people, 

street people in a large urban ar-

ea, and also in Christian educa-

tion and collegiate ministry. She 

has taught anthropology, philoso-

phy, religious culture, and theol-

ogy, and she has conducted spe-

cific projects dealing with gender 

issues and human rights.  

Dr. Boehler will be spending 

some time visiting our Confer-

ence area between May 19-26, 

2015.  As a newly consecrated 

missionary, she does not have 

many supporting Churches yet.  

She is available to come to your 

Church to talk about her ministry 

and to help Churches make a 

connection  to the missions work 

of the larger Church in Central 

America. 

To schedule a visit with Dr. 

Boehler, contact the Rev. Dr. Bill 

Haddock at 

revbillh@nccumc.org or by 

phone at 910.262.3831.  

 

 

 

 

http://t.signauxneuf.com/e1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJN7t5XYgd_VcCW63K3QM2zWLD-VRJgRK56dwCtdPNZ7F02?t=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nccumvim.org%2F&si=6096158162681856&pi=793b52fe-12b0-4fbc-c36f-c72ac98ab058
mailto:revbillh@nccumc.org
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$49.00 as a great amount, and a 

great blessing!  What we some-

times consider to be a small 

amount of cash can carry a re-

sourceful family a long way!  

Indeed, Little is much when God 

is in it!  

Here are a few opportunities for 

assisting our work:  

1. Continue to pray for mission-

aries currently serving in Li-

beria; pray for our sustained 

good health and for wisdom 

to discern what we can and 

cannot do.  Pray for an end to 

Ebola. Pray for our Doctors 

and nurses and all the people 

of Liberia. And pray for Vic-

tor Taryor as he transitions 

out of his Global Ministries 

missionary role.  

2. Funds are needed for subsist-

ence stipends ($25 per em-

ployee per month) for 101 

Mission station teachers and 

employees for the next three 

months as we return to self 

sustainability. (total need 

$7575) Contributions may be 

sent to District Office at the 

Garner Address c/o Lou Jen-

nings and marked Love for 

Liberia. 

3. School is scheduled to reopen 

in March 2015.  There is 

need for scholarships.  The 

average cost for a full year at 

Ganta United Methodist 

School is $175.00. Contribu-

tions for scholarship may be 

made through GBGM Ad-

vance #15125B either 

through your local church or  

at www.umcmission.org/

Give-to-Mission/Search-for-

Projects/Projects/15125B 

Thank You Beacon   

District and NCCUMC! 

We are thankful for your pray-

ers and other support. We 

(Helen, Mary and Priscilla) 

have almost completed our sec-

ond month in this special as-

signment as Ebola Response 

Missionaries, with extended re-

sponsibilities to develop and 

execute an administrative transi-

tion plan for Ganta United 

Methodist Hospital. Here are a 

just a few highlights: 

 Worked through UMCOR to 

provide a one month food 

package for vulnerable 

groups in Monrovia’s Topoe 

Village community.  350 

people received 25 kilos 

rice, 35 pieces dried fish, 10 

pounds beans, one liter veg-

etable oil, salt, and bouillon 

cubes.  

 Received and cleared one 

container from North Caro-

lina Conference containing a 

vehicle, a tractor, 492 buck-

ets of food, and Ganta Mis-

sion Station designated agri-

culture supplies. The vehicle 

is a wonderful, refreshing 

blessing!   

 Worked with UMCOR to 

provide food in three addi-

tional remote communities 

along with Ebola awareness 

training. 

 Developed an administrative 

turnover and transition plan 

for Ganta Hospital.   

Following is the distribution 

breakdown per the most recent 

food buckets received from    

NCCUMC: 

Ganta Mission Station—74                                               

Ministry to the Aged - 50                                    

Lib. Ann. Conf Staff –49                                  

First UMC/Bopolu—40                                                        

Each District of LAC- 40 (160 total) 

Gbarnga School of Theology –34                                                       

UMC Missionary Compound securi-

ties and yard workers  -  15 

UMC Central Office securities, 

maintenance, general service work-

ers, UMW Office   -  21 

General public walk-ins and referrals 

from UMC staff persons -  51 
 

Beacon District funds of $6958

(collected at Charge Conferences 

this fall) helped Ganta Mission Sta-

tion provide minimal assistance

(about $49) and two pounds of fresh 

meat to teachers and mission station 

workers who had not been paid since 

June due to Ebola related shut downs 

and lack of funds. 

Priscilla Jaia tells the story of Mr. 

Cooper Vinkeh who teaches Agri-

culture at Ganta Mission School.  13 

extended family members live in 

Cooper’s household.  The Beacon 

District funds enabled him to pur-

chase: 25 kilograms rice @ $20.00  

(will last his household for 2.5 

weeks), 15.00 to prepare stews for 

the rice (to last his household for one 

week), and $14.00 for Christmas 

gifts for the children.  The two 

pounds of pork meat lasted his fami-

ly for a few of days!   Cooper is re-

cuperating from a stroke which left 

him with slight paralysis on the left 

side of his body.   He described the 
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    Of This N’ That 
Notable Mission work around the Bea-

con District  

1. We need to receive your mission 

activities.  The District Mission 

Newsletter is a connector for our 

District Churches.  Share your 

mission activities that others may 

pray for your work and be in-

spired to their own work. Send 

your announcements to Ed 

Rutenkroger or Bill Haddock. 

2. Mark your calendars for Change 

the World Weekend. What can 

you and your church do? 

3. Thank you for your help with 

support for Liberia and Ebola 

relief. Two containers of relief 

and support supplies have ar-

rived in Liberia, and your contri-

butions of cash total  $6958 to 

date. 

4. John Benson is the Beacon Dis-

trict UMVIM Coordinator.  Con-

tact John at 252.996.0905 as he 

is happy to help people get con-

nected to missions work team 

opportunities. 

Important Reminder 

Rainbow Covenant Forms   

are due by January 31.    

Email: erutenkroger@nccumc.org  

Or mail to Ed Rutenkroger         

409 Taylor Street             

Windsor, NC 27983 

 

REAP the  

VISION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winning them to Jesus, 

Gil Wise, District Superintendent. 

Beacon District, North Carolina     

Conference 

 

A Little Mission Theology 

Epiphany is a great time to think 

about incarnation and revelation.  

The two concepts are connected. 

God revealed himself to us in the 

person of Jesus Christ .  He took 

on flesh and dwelt among us.  

And, as the Gospel of John re-

minds us, we have beheld his 

glory. 

When we choose to do some 

kind of good act, we do it out of 

altruism (how it makes us feel) 

or we do it because it is the right 

thing to do.  Ultimately, we are 

called to reflect God’s glory in 

such a manner that  people can 

see in us that we are truly re-

presenting Christ to the World.  

It’s scary when we think about it, 

but we may be the only glimpse 

of the Divine that some people 

see.  

It is exactly in those times when 

we feed the hungry, or clothe the 

naked, or visit the imprisoned 

that we are doing what our Lord 

has called us to do (Read Mat-

thew 25 again). It is in those 

times that we not only serve 

God, but we reflect God. 

A couple of years ago, my wife 

and I accompanied a team to 

Rwanda to see the work of ZOE 

with a particular working group.  

There were about 100 children 

and youth who were taking care 

of one another.  When they har-

vested food together, they shared 

with other workers.  Each and 

every day they were taking steps 

away from dependency to self-

sufficiency.  They were learning 

how to be disciples of Jesus and 

to share the glories of His love. 

One of their adult mentors was a 

woman named Epiphanie.  Her 

parents saw in her at an early age 

how she reflected God’s glory—

and how she incarnated God’s 

love.  The kids see it—and any 

visitor who comes by sees it. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 The Lord has given us a name in our 

baptism—in our calling. 

Part of that awesome calling is to be 

like an Epiphany—a real manifesta-

tion of the presence of God. 

Go forth and show others how to 

have a Spiffy Epiphany in the name 

of the Lord who has first given us joy 

and life.  

  -Bill Haddock 
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Foreign doctors left the country.  

This included doctors that worked 

with us here at Ganta Hospital.   

The situation was bleak.  This 

presented a dilemma.  To also 

leave would have signaled the 

closure of our hospital.  

Ganta Hospital has remained open 

(throughout the crisis) providing 

general and surgical services. 

Ours is the only hospital in a re-

gion serving 450,000+ subsist-

ence farming families that re-

mained open to the public 

throughout the crisis.    

Safety 

measures put 

in place were 

religiously 

followed.  

Suspected 

cases were 

quickly picked up, isolated and 

referred.   Among hospital work-

ers we encountered two confirmed 

cases of Ebola, but there has been 

no death from Ebola– yet –  

among our hospital staff; even 

while we remain open through the 

crisis!  Our vigilance and your 

timely prayerful and ongoing part-

nership efforts, no doubt, helped 

to shield our workers from the 

deadly Ebola.   

Sporadic cases continue to 

breakout in isolated pockets.  This 

is a clear sign that the crisis is not 

yet over. This situation has under-

standably generated natural fear in 

countries not affected by the Ebo-

la virus disease, and have institut-

ed measures restricting entry or 

movement in their countries.  

 

 

 

 

In my case where itineration 

will require me to live with fami-

lies and mingle with congrega-

tions, and my presence here be-

ing still necessary because of the 

flight of doctors, I think it is 

prudent to postpone itineration 

until the region  is declared free 

of Ebola.   

Our ethical and moral mandate is 

to provide quality, affordable 

health services for subsistence 

farming families.  In our ongoing 

efforts to provide affordable 

healthcare, we cannot charge re-

alistic fees to a public too poor to 

afford such fees.  Until Liberia’s 

economy improves and the annu-

al income for subsistence farm-

ing families (70% of the popula-

tion are subsistence farmers earn-

ing less than $900.00 annually), 

we are thankful to all of you who 

help in our efforts to prayerfully 

discern diversified and creative 

ways to subsidize our operational 

budget while remaining true to 

our moral mandate.   

I warmly invite you to support 

my missionary salary Advance 

Special which strengthens Glob-

al Ministries’ ability to sustain 

missionaries’ service in more 

than sixty countries around the 

world.  

Greetings and Info 

from Dr. Willicor              

at Ganta Hospital 

Warm greetings to you from 

Liberia where I serve as a Glob-

al Ministries missionary as-

signed as Medical Director for 

Ganta United Methodist Hospi-

tal.  In this hour of great dis-

tress in Liberia, it is our humble 

duty to acknowledge and appre-

ciate those who responded with 

kindness, favor, sympathy and 

encouragement.  In the name of 

our Lord, from whom all things 

come, we extend profound grat-

itude for your prayers, and let-

ters of hope.  Your emotional 

and material support truly 

helped to fill a great void and 

strengthen our resolve.  I cannot 

end but mention a great gift that 

came at a 

most op-

portune 

time – a 

handy 

camera 

from 

Global Ministries’ Missionary 

Support Unit in New York!  I 

am using it to share about my 

ministry!   

The Ebola crisis quickly ex-

posed the weaknesses of Libe-

ria’s health care delivery sys-

tem.  As soon as the crisis be-

gan, there was a virtual collapse 

of the system.  Hospitals and 

clinics closed as soon as health 

care workers, who were at 

greatest risk, began to die.  

They included nurses, medical 

students and doctors.  Nobody 

was spared.  Families and 

whole communities were wiped 

out.   

Lab technicians  

Hand washing  

Operating in protective equipment 

You may contribute online at www.umcmission.org  or through your 

local church by check marked in the memo line with “Albert Willicor, 

Advance # 15151Z”  Or you may assist with  project support through 

Ganta Hospital Advance # 15080N  in the same way! 

http://www.umcmission.org
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Beacon District Missions 

Area Schools Food Security Issues  World Missions  Disaster Relief 

Making a Difference in Our World 

We are on the web!  www.nccumc.org 

Click “Districts” link  Select “Beacon District” 

For a calendar of events ,List of Church Locations  

And Much, Much, More 

 

910-322-0100 (District Superintendent’s Cell) 

252-435-8245 (Assistant to the Superintendent’s Cell) 

Liberia Task Force 

The Mission Team of the NCCUMC has 

recently formed a task force to help co-

ordinate outreach efforts in Liberia. Since 

the Beacon District is already partnering 

in Liberia we will have several represent-

atives. 

Ed Rutenkroger has been asked to chair 

the task force. He will be joined on this 

team by lay members Karen Seigh from 

Camden UMC, Jane Mosely from Mighty 

Wind UMC, Rev. Gil Wise,  and Rev. 

Bill Haddock.  They will be joined by 

eight other representatives from through-

out the conference. 

The entire group will have their first 

meetings on January 17. Please pray for 

this team as they discern the best ways to 

engage in broad and sustainable ministry 

in an especially vulnerable and hurting 

part of our world. 

Announcing New                

Opportunities                 

to Partner with             

Stop Hunger Now 

Many United Methodists in 

the North Carolina Confer-

ence have been involved with 

Stop Hunger Now packaging 

events.  As you may know, at 

these events, volunteers com-

bine rice, vita-

mins, soy, and a 

dried vegetable 

mix into packag-

es which are 

sealed and sent to 

persons in need 

of food through-

out the world. 

The Missions Team wants to 

encourage medium and small 

membership Churches in the 

Conference to host Stop Hun-

ger Now Events in their facili-

ties.  The Team has set aside 

matching donations for 10 

locations to have a 10,000 

meal event some time in 

2015.  

Churches who receive 

these grants will be 

Churches that have not 

had a packaging event in 

the past.  Preference will 

be given to Churches 

who partner with other 

Churches in the commu-

nity.  Participating 

Churches would be re-

sponsible to recruit vol-

unteers, provide an in-

door place for the event, 

and provide $1450 to-

ward the cost of the 

meals.  The Missions 

Team will pay the re-

maining cost for the 

meals. 

Churches will need to 

contact the Rev. Dr. Bill 

Haddock at 

revbillh@nccumc.org or 

at 910.262.3831 for an 

application and infor-

mation about next steps 

before scheduling an 

event.   The deadline for 

the submission of appli-

cations is January 31, 

2015. 

http://www.nccumc.org
mailto:revbillh@nccumc.org

