Opening Worship Service and Memorial Service

The North Carolina Annual Conference
The United Methodist Church

Thursday, June 17, 2021 - 10:00 AM



Opening Worship and Memorial Service

The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places...and you shall be

like a watered garden. (Isa 58:11)

WE GATHER
Words of Welcome Bishop Hope Morgan Ward
Prelude Music Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing Jay Locklear
Opening Hymn And Are We Yet Alive Clay Whittington

Call to Worship

Rev. Laura Wittman, Miles Baker Hunt, David Johnson

Reader 1: Sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all you lands.
Tell of God’s glory among the nations;
among all peoples, the wondrous deeds of the Lord.
Give the Lord glory and honor.

Reader 2: For great is the Lord and highly to be praised;
awesome is our God, beyond all gods.
For all the gods of the nations are things of nought,
but the Lord made the heavens.
Give the Lord glory and honor.

Reader 3: Give to the Lord, you families of nations,
give to the Lord glory and praise;
give to the Lord the glory due God’s mighty name!
Bring gifts, and enter into the courts of our great God.
Give the Lord glory and honor.

Reader 4: Worship the Lord, in holy attire;
tremble before the Lord, all the earth;
say among the nations:
The Lord is king, and governs the peoples with equity.
Give the Lord glory and honor.



Opening Prayer John Hall - Conference Lay Leader
O Living God of past and future,

we praise you for this present moment.

Fill us with your joy and empower us with your Holy Spirit,

that our strength may be renewed

to sing a new song. A song of your glory

in a world that longs for your justice and peace.

Though we walk in places of deep need, deprived of your presence,

Fulfill your promise to enrich our lands with the mighty waters of your providence.
May the fertile ground of the well-watered garden bring forth fruit and sustenance
For those desiring a deeper experience of your grace.

All this we ask in the name of Jesus,
in whom we become

your new creation.

Amen.

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD AND RESPONSE

Prayer for lllumination
Gracious God, as we turn to your Word for us,
May the Spirit of God rest upon us.
Help us to be steadfast in our hearing, in our speaking,
In our believing, and in our living. Amen.

Scripture Lesson Isaiah 58:11
Sermon “‘A Well-Watered Garden” The Rev. Edie Gleaves
Act of Remembrance (Naming of the Honored Dead) The Rev. Trey Harris
Let us pray

We bless your name, O God,

for all your servants who,

Having finished their course,

Now rest from their labors.

Give us grace to follow the example
Of their steadfastness and faithfulness,
To your honor and glory;

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



The name of each of the honored dead is read aloud. After each name is read, you are
asked to keep silence, or to respond: Thank you, Lord, for this your servant.

CLERGY WHO HAVE DIED SINCE LAST ANNUAL CONFERENCE - 2019-2020

Carson Olin WIQQINS. ........o.e et ettt ettt ettt 6/15/2019
RICRAIAd FaArmMEr LEWIS............ee e e ettt 7/22/2019
MilfOrd OXENAING JF......... e ettt ettt ettt 8/02/2019
Claude T. NEIREICULL. ... e ettt ettt ettt 8/03/2019
Diane JUNE YENLES........ oo e e e, 8/11/2019
EIWOOA LAITy MYFICK. ... e 8/22/2019
Kenneth Bryan SEXION Sr......... ..o 9/30/2019
CRarleS SCOMt PArSONS. ........ou e ettt ettt ettt e aees 10/20/2019
Charles Vernon Bry@nt................o.oeie it 11/07/2019
GEOIGE BruCe SKIDPEN ...... e e e 11/6/2019
L= T o = 11/15/2019
William Gray SHarpe IV ...........o. e 1/11/2020
JEITY AAISON JACKSON ... et 2/07/2020
Hector ManuUel MIlIAN............. ...t ettt 3/16/2020
Madison Newton HanKal.................oe i ettt 5/13/2020
JAMES MICRAEI DUINEY ... e ettt ettt 5/05/2020
JONN WAYNE YOUNQG ........ e 5/20/2020
JONN SidNEY PaSCRAL. ... 6/05/2020
JOhN Earl RICAAIdSON Sr.......... e 5/9/2020
Roger AddiSOn ArmiSIEAQ. .............oee it 4/30/2020
Hubert HOoWard HOGQGIN.............o.eeee it et ettt 5/24/2020
GIBEIT W. BEESON I ... e e e ettt 7/9/2020
Daniel Thomas Earnnardt............. ..ottt 7/30/2020
Wallace HINES KilDY ......... e 9/12/2020

SPOUSES OF CLERGY WHO HAVE DIED SINCE LAST ANNUAL CONFERENCE - 2019-2020

Barbara Barn€S DAVIS...............ee et 7/12/2019
LA A L] [ [oToTe =T = 1 Lo PP 8/17/2019
JANBE WBIIONS SIMIMN ... ettt 10/20/2019
Claudia S. WIISON ... e ettt 11/2/2019
Neila Jean ManNGUITI..............oe e ettt e e e 10/28/2019
JOSEPN HENEy SMItN........ e 12/1/2019
RAMON E. ATKINS.........eeeee e ettt ettt 10/28/2019
Elizabeth Jane S WIlIAmMS...............oneee ettt 12/05/2019
Kimberly A. Mann-GUINIIE..............o e, 1/20/2020
EIGIE U GAINEI...... . e e 1/18/2020
DENNIS HICKEY ... e ettt ettt 2/01/2020
Colleen DENNIS NEWIMAN ..........o et ettt ettt ettt eaa 3/01/2020
Grace SHAfOrU......... .. e e ettt 3/12/2020
Leatrice SMIth CrEECR............. e et ettt 3/11/2020



Carol W. MIAQett............ . e 12/21/2019

LUBHA ENEE EIliS...........eeeeee e ettt ettt eea s 3/22/2020
NANCY PItZEr TROM@S...... .. e 4/11/2020
Y =T g I Al =T 07 H 5/23/2020
JAMES A, SAWYOT Ul ..o e e s 6/4/2020
SYIIA J. TEACNEY ... e e e 6/6/2020
RULN ENEN ATTKEI ... et 1/31/2020
(O T o =707 TR 2/14/2020
Willie DAVisS JORNNSON .........o e et 6/17/2020
SAra L. COllE...... e 6/14/2020
SArah MEAUOWS. ... 6/25/2020
Lillie H.. HOIMIE......... e ettt ettt e eaeee e 6/9/2020
Wanda Henry MCLAUIN ............... e 1/23/2020
Priscilla McDougald TROMPSON ... 1/7/2020
Y 2T T I O o I 1= 4/15/2020
Erma B. WOOAWOITR ... e 10/12/2019

CLERGY WHO HAVE DIED SINCE LAST ANNUAL CONFERENCE - 2020-2021

RObBErt TapPpan OSDOIMN....... .. e e e 9/17/2020
Frank IrWin LIOYA, JF........ .. e e ettt ens 11/2/2020
JUAith SIith SEEPRENS. ... e e et 11/1/2020
WIIBUE IVAN JACKSON....... . e e e e 11/29/2020
=TI = ) VA o 1 (= 12/8/2020
RoObert Lee BaldlidQe. ............ououi it e e 12/13/2020
LEeWiS HArdie DOGSON. ... e e e e e e e 12/29/2020
ROY KEItR NGMNEY ... e e et 1/1/2021
COoliN PatriCK INMAN. ........... .o e e e e et e 1/15/2021
JESSE VIIGIl BONE, ST ... e 2/5/2021
DEbOrah S. WIIKINS. ... e e e e e 2/9/2021
HErbert CRArIES DAVIS..............ue e et et e et e 2/21/2021

JOSEPN W. FOIDES. ... 3/10/2021

Charles Howard HULCRINSON ............. .o et 3/29/2021

JONN L. STOKES Ill...........eee e e e e e e e et e 4/21/2021

SPOUSES OF CLERGY WHO HAVE DIED SINCE LAST ANNUAL CONFERENCE - 2020-2021

Nancy Jo Simonton MCLAIN..............o.o e 8/6/2020
Emma Deana Bass. .......... e, 10/17/2020
JEAN KEIIY PLICE ... e 11/8/2020
Robbie WIllIams Barrett............... e 12/19/2020
JOYCE A. MCDONAIA. ........ ..o 11/09/2020
MaAXINE TINGIE....... o e e et e 10/19/2020
EUNICE Bray ParKEr . ..........uiu ettt et ettt ettt e e 12/8/2020
Linda SUE SMtR ... 1/28/2021
Frances Bellamy MCMIlIAn...................o. e e eeaa 2/2/2021
REDbECCA EAQE BIQQAUX..... ...t 1/28/2021



Edith M€ S. CrOWAEY ........... e et 1/23/2021

Caroling BOYd SHOTt........ ..o 1/20/2021
Maryella Bruton CamerON........ ... 4/23/2021
COUNCIl GrARAMY. ...... ... e e e e ettt ettt a e 5/4/2021
Myra MCLaWROIT SUPPICE.......... oottt ettt e taaaaaas 5/8/2021
Anthem “God of the Movements and Martyrs” David LaMotte
Prayer for the Saints and Faithful Departed The Rev. Dr. Ken Locklear

O God of both the living and the dead,
we praise your holy name and all your servants
who have faithfully lived and died.
We thank you for the sacred ties that bind us
to those unseen who encompass us as a cloud of witnesses.
We pray that,
encouraged by their example and strengthened by their fellowship,
we may be diligent followers
and that nothing will be able to separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

WE ARE SENT FORTH FOR MINISTRY IN THE WORLD

Closing Hymn “Come Thou Fount” Kindred Church Praise Team



SERVICE PARTICIPANTS

LITURGISTS
Bishop Hope Morgan Ward.............coiiii i, Resident Bishop, Raleigh Area
The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Locklear...........ccocoviiiiii.n. District Superintendent, Gateway District
The ReV. Edie GIeaves. ... ..ot Ocean View UMC
The Rev. Laura Wittman. ... The Mills Church
The Rev. Jenifer SWindell........ ..o Asbury UMC
The Rev. ShannonMarie Berry..... ..o Fremont UMC
The Rev. Trey Harris. ..o, St. Paul’s UMC - Burlington
JoNn Hall.. ... Conference Lay Leader
Miles Baker HUNL. ... e Saint Andrews UMC
David JOhNSON........oi Heritage District Co-Lay Leader

MUSICIANS
Clay Whittington. ........oe i First UMC - Fuquay-Varina
T HAIMION. s Kindred Church
Donovan Cheatham....... ... Kindred Church
DEVIN Frazier. .o Kindred Church
ANArew BeriNSON. .. ... e Kindred Church
Sinclair Palmer. ... ... Kindred Church
JAY LOCKIEAN. ... . Lea’s Chapel UMC



