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Ecumenical Advocacy Days 2010
March 19 - 22, 2010 in Washington D.C.
A Place to Call Home: Immigrants, Refugees, and Displaced Peoples
Announcement

 And Jesus said to him, 'Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.'    -Luke 9:58
 Jesus had no place to lay his head. Neither do tens of millions of migrants, refugees and displaced persons. Be a part of an action weekend addressing this global injustice. Join hundreds of faith-based advocates in taking action on U.S. legislation that will welcome immigrants, protect refugees, and prevent displacement of millions. 

 You are invited to worship, study and dialogue with hundreds of people of faith at the annual Ecumenical Advocacy Days. 
The group will then go to Capitol Hill to advocate for our members of Congress to remedy these global injustices. The 2010 conference will be held March 19 - 22 at the DoubleTree Hotel in Crystal City, VA just outside Washington, D.C. 
Register now at www.advocacydays.org.  
Last minute change

Originally, we had planned a witness day in front of the Capitol on March 22, but that has changed.

According to Bill Mefford with the GBCS, the Reform Immigration for America campaign, of which we are part, has decided this week to make this event THE event to organize around for the spring. Therefore they will be joining with the national faith communities and the Interfaith Immigration Coalition, of which we are also a part.
Therefore, the gathering at the national Capitol will now be on Sunday, March 21 in the afternoon. This works best for a number of reasons, one of which is that it is hard for working people to take time off to attend the rally and we are hoping for anywhere from 50,000 to possibly 100,000 people. Yes, that is correct. Then we can do Hill visits on Monday. This will be a packed weekend, but one that could be a game-changer.
Our plan

Bill Mefford has suggested that annual conferences, churches, and groups go together to 

1. Send “missionaries” to this event, and/or
2. Plan a public witness for comprehensive immigration reform in their area at the same time as the national witness event – Sunday, March 21 in the afternoon

I urge all of our conference Hispanic/Latino ministry teams, MARCHA caucuses, districts, and local churches to gear up to participate in this event.

· If you are planning to send a “missionary,” please give their contact information to Jim Perdue jimperdue@desertsw.org so that we can arrange a gathering time and possibly a teaching time there.
· Also, if you are planning an “echo” event in your area at the same time as the national event on the afternoon of March 21, please let Jim know, so that that can be publicized at the national event as well.
Prayer

I invite serious prayer times in our Hispanic/Latino communities as we prepare for this time, as well as during these events.

Please respond

As your group makes plans, please be in contact with Jim Perdue immediately, so that we can prepare to support the national efforts well.

Questions
For more information or questions, please contact Jim Perdue.
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