The NC Conference Media Center's Guide to eBooks
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Introduction

What is an eBook?
eBooks are electronic books. The publisher of the paper version of the book (if there is one) chose to

release the same book to readers as computer files. These files are in a certain format that can be read

by certain e-reader devices. More on those later.

Why would I want to read one?

Portability — eBook devices allow you to carry hundreds of books with you at all times. They
often weigh less than one hardcover book and take up less space.

Convenience — An eBook can be available to you moments after you decide you want it. Just
buy it online, download it, and read it right away.

Notes Feature — Most e-readers provide a feature that allows you to highlight passages and
make notes on them. This feature makes your favorite passages available to you at all times.

Accessibility — Adjust the text to the size you need or even have your device read it to you.

Cost — eBooks generally cost less than paper books and many are offered for free or on sale for a
limited time.

What are eAudiobooks?
eAudiobooks are electronic files of a paper book being performed by a reader or a cast of readers.

Audiobook readers are usually actors or authors who are performing the text in the book as opposed to

a computerized text reader that uses a monotone voice. Audiobooks are normally published on CD and

many publishers are now offering them as digital files that can be downloaded to your computer or
eReader.



Why would I want to listen to one?
e Portability — Listen to eAudiobooks as you would listen to music on your portable device — while
running, commuting, cleaning, sleeping, etc.

e Convenience — Download eAudiobooks instantaneously and have your whole collection
available to you anywhere you are.

e Bookmarks — Your eReader will save your spot so the next time you are ready to listen, it will
pick up right where you left off.

e Cost — eAudiobooks generally cost less than CD Audiobooks because the publisher saves on the
cost of printing and packaging CDs.

eReaders
You may have heard of portable, dedicated eReader devices that you can use to read eBooks. However,
you do not need to own one of these to read eBooks. eBooks can be read on your computer or on your
smartphone, too. eBooks come in a variety of file formats and you will need the correct software for
each one. Let's look at the most popular formats first.

e AZW —for use on Kindle devices

e BBeB —for use on Sony eReaders

e EPUB - for use on most eReaders, but not the Kindle
e PDF —to be read using Adobe Reader

The main difference between formats is the device that you need to use to read them. Many eBooks
are published in multiple formats. Now, let's look at the most popular eReader devices.

Kindle

Amazon's Kindle is a portable, dedicated eReader that you can use to read Kindle eBooks in their
proprietary AZW format. The newest addition to the line, the Kindle Fire, has added a color screen and
the ability to download apps much like a tablet computer. However, you do not need to own a portable
Kindle to read Kindle eBooks. Amazon offers a free desktop application that you can download to your
computer, as well as free smartphone apps that can be used to Kindle eBooks.

Nook

Barnes & Noble competes with Amazon's Kindle with their Nook. The Nook Color was the first
dedicated eReader to come with a color display, a big bonus for children's books and magazines. The
Nook Color is similar to the Kindle Fire, operating more like a tablet computer with apps that can be
downloaded to perform a wide variety of tasks. Some prefer the Nook because it uses the EPUB format
that is not proprietary.



Sony & Kobo

Behind Kindle and Nook in the eReader market come the Sony Reader and the Kobo Reader. These
readers also support EPUB, although the Sony Reader also supports its own proprietary file format,
BBeB. For a comparison matrix that considers many features such as the size, weight, technology, and
price of all eReaders, see the MobileRead Wiki at http://wiki.mobileread.com/wiki/E-

book Reader Matrix.

Your Smartphone or Tablet Computer

Most smartphones, including the iOS and Android systems, can download apps that allow the user to
read eBooks. Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and Apple all have such apps available. The benefit of using
your smartphone or tablet computer is the accessibility to multiple file formats using multiple apps.
However, there are several downsides including screen size and technology, memory storage, and cost
of the device. The main difference may be that most dedicated eReaders use elnk technology making
the experience very similar to reading paper and so it is easy on the eyes. Although the LCD screen of a
smartphone or tablet computer may put more strain on your eyes and be impossible to read in sunlight,
the screen is backlit to read in the dark.

Free eBooks
Many publishers offer their eBooks for free or on sale for a limited time as a promotion. Also, many
books in the public domain are available as free eBooks. Here are some resources to help you find free
Christian eBooks.

Kindle Review
http://ireaderreview.com/

The Kindle Review blog is a one-stop shop of Kindle eBooks that are free or on sale for cheap for a
limited time. Sign up for the email list and receive an email every day with a list of these free/cheap
Kindle eBooks including a short description and witty genres. This blog also has the latest information
about iterations of the Kindle and how it compares to other eReaders on the market.

Christian Book Distributors
http://www.christianbook.com/ebooks

CBD generally has a rotating collection of free eBooks available. Go to their eBooks page and use the
Price filter on the left to search for books for $0.00. Alternatively, you can click on Shop All eBooks and
sort by ascending price. They also have many eBooks for cheap or under $1.00.

Amazon.com
http://www.amazon.com/Kindle-eBooks

The entire Kindle eBook collection is available on Amazon.com. To access the free eBooks, first try
clicking on the Top 100 Free tab in the Best Sellers sidebar on the right side of the Kindle eBooks page.
You can also try clicking on Free Collections under Popular Features in the sidebar on the left side of the
page. These are public domain books. Click on the Limited-time Promotional Offers link for



contemporary books. Also on the Free Collections page are links to other sites that provide free eBooks
in the public domain. More about finding Christian eBooks on these sites below.

To find free or cheap Christian eBooks on Amazon, go to the Religion & Spirituality category on the
Kindle eBooks page and then the Christianity sub-category. Sort by Price: Low to High. You can narrow
these results using the sub-categories in the sidebar.

Project Gutenberg
http://www.gutenberg.org/

Project Gutenberg is the Internet's first free eBook provider and the collection now contains over 36,000
free eBooks whose copyright has expired. To find Christian eBooks, click on Bookshelves by Topic at the
top of the page. Choose Religion and then Christianity.

ManyBooks.net
http://www.manybooks.net/

This website is similar to Project Gutenberg, sharing many of their eBooks, but with a cleaner interface
and greater accessibility. Click on Genres, Religion to find over 1,500 free eBooks in this category or use
the search function.

Open Library
http://openlibrary.org/

Open Library offers over 1,000,000 free eBooks from the public domain in a variety of file formats.
Open Library also has an eBook Lending Library where you can borrow copyrighted eBooks for a limited
time.

Google Books
http://books.google.com/ebooks

Scroll down to Best of the Free and see the free eBooks that Google Books has to offer. These are classic
books in the public domain.

Free-eBooks.net
http://www.free-ebooks.net

Just like the name says and easy-to-use download options. Over 100 books in the religious category and
many, many more.

Memoware
http://www.memoware.com/

Tons of free eBooks in a variety of formats. Seems to be heavy on religious books but includes many
other genres as well.

Wowio
http://www.wowio.com

Wowio offers over 300 free eBooks through a partnership with the American Red Cross. It looks like
additional sponsors will offer more free eBooks in the future.



Christian Classics Ethereal Library
http://www.ccel.org/read

This website features an extensive collection of hundreds of Christian classics from early church fathers,
preachers, and theologians. Available to read on the web, many can also be downloaded as a PDF.

HathiTrust Digital Library
http://www.hathitrust.org/
This digital library is an online collaborative of eBooks, research papers, journal articles, and more from

cultural institutions around the world. Many of their titles can be downloaded as PDFs, all for free.

Free eAudiobooks
Project Gutenberg
http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Gutenberg:The Audio Books Project

In addition to their large collection of public domain eBooks, Project Gutenberg also offers eAudiobooks
with some being read by humans and some being read by computers.

Librivox
http://librivox.org/
Volunteers record public domain books into free eAudiobooks with a goal of recording them all, so they

probably have the largest collection of free eAudiobooks on the Internet. The basic categories (fiction,
non-fiction, poetry, drama) can be searched by title, author, genre, and more. A search for the
"religion" genre returned 370 results.

AudioBooksforFree.com
http://www.audiobooksforfree.com

Hundreds of free eAudiobooks to download. The collection is sparse on non-fiction Christianity, but
there many other classics here to enjoy.

Verkaro.org
http://verkaro.org/abooks/index.php

A short list of actor-performed free eAudiobooks including some classic works of literature.

LoudLit.org
http://loudlit.org
With a slightly larger collection than Verkaro.org, LoudLit.org aims to provide readers with the text to go

along with the audiobook, both for free. The text must be read online, but the eAudiobook files can be
downloaded for free.



