 Certificate in Prison Studies 
The certificate in Prison Studies provides students with the opportunity to engage specifically with people in prison and the system that imprisons them in the context of theological education and formation for the ministry (see Matt. 25:36).This certificate can normally be earned within the MDiv, MTS, and ThD degree programs. Students interested in the Certificate in Prison Studies should declare intent to the program director as well as to the Office of Academic Formation and Programs (108 Gray).

Normally, the five requirements for the certificate are: 

1. PARISH 250, Restorative Justice, Prison Ministry, and the Church. 

2. Participation in a Divinity School course taught on site in a local prison. (These presently take place, for women, at the Raleigh Correctional Center for Women, and, for men, at the Durham Correctional Center, and are facilitated by Project TURN.) 

3. Completion of one further course addressing relevant questions of  justice, atonement, race, gender, conflict, ministry (etc.), and  approved by the director (e.g. BCS 128, The Life and Thought of MLK; XTIANTHEO 210, Theology, Justice and the Intellectual Life; 225, Doctrine of Creation and Theological Anthropology; 306, Slavery and Obedience; XTIANETH 228, Theological Dimensions of American Law and Politics; 240, Masculinity and Ministry; BCS 126, Black Religion and Social Conflicts in America; CHURMIN 115, 1'he Love of God and Neighbor; PARISH 180, The  Missional Church and Evangelism; PASTCARE 270, Naming the Powers; PREACHING 210, Preaching the Powers). A appropriate Directed Study approved by the certificate director may be substituted for this requirement.

4. Compleation of a suitable Field Education placement.

5. Participation in a designated prison-oriented spiritual formation group, or, on petition, completion of an approved research project (similar to the project currently required by the Gender certificate).

For more information contact: 

Douglas Campbell

Associate Professor of New Testament and 

Director of Prison Studies

dcambell@div.duke.edu 
